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Prayer for the Synod 

 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, Ο 

as we gather together in Your name.  

With You alone to guide us, Ο 

make Yourself at home in our hearts;  

Teach us the way we must go  
and how we are to pursue it.  

 

ΟWe are weak and sinful;  

do not let us promote disorder. Ο 

Do not let ignorance  

lead us down the wrong path  

nor partiality influence our actions. Ο 

 
Let us find in You our unity  

so that we may journey together  
to eternal life and not stray  

from the way of truth and what is right. Ο 

 
All this we ask of You,  

who are at work in every place and time,  
in the com munion of the Father and the Son,  

forever and ever.  

Amen.  
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Introduction  
 

The Synod Process 
hǳǊ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ƘƻƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘŀƭ tŀǘƘΣ 
and focussed on encounter, listening and discernment.  We wanted to encourage the use of spiritual 
conversation as a tool across the diocese to enable people to share their stories, their wounds and 
their dreams.  The process was mostly lay led, and most of the listeners who came forward for 
training were women.  93% of parishes engaged in the process, albeit sometimes in very small 
numbers.  A common concern among listeners was that their excitement for the Synod process was 
not reflected among parishioners, especially with the Omicon wave before Christmas.  Some 
parishes struggled to get anyone to come to a group session, while in other places listeners were 
surprised at the numbers taking part.  At the same time, we recognise that this process is not a 
ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ōǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ άCƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ ǎȅƴƻŘŀƭƛǘȅ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ 
the particular style that qualifies the life and mission of ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΧƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǎȅƴƻŘŀƭƛǘȅ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέΦ1  So although some of the numbers were small, 
we hope that this would be the beginning of a synodal way of being for our diocese, and that we 
would engage more people into the future. The spiritual conversation method produced many 
generous and warm encounters, with a sense of being inspired by the Holy Spirit.  People said they 
had never before spoken about what it meant to them to be Catholic, and some parishes have asked 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭΥ άbƻǘ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǳǇǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎέ 
 
Outside of parishes, Synod listening groups were held in schools, confirmation groups, over coffee, 
and in prisons.  There were groups for priests, deacons, the disability group, women in ministry, 
diocesan staff, the religious communities and young adults. An effort was made was made to reach 
beyond our usual communities to those no longer attending Mass.   In total there were 57 parish 
responses, 13 schools, 42 groups, and 87 individual responses, with an additional round of listening 
and discernment which happened at our Diocesan Synod Gathering.  The process revealed often 
polarised positions, with the majority for change, but with strong voices for more traditional 
perspectives:  Latin Mass v vernacular, clerical v lay involvement.  Despite this, people still feel a 
sense of belonging as in a family.  Quite a few parishes have not wanted to wait for diocesan or 
universal Church encouragement to start to address the issues raised in their listening exercises. The 
process has emboldened us to use substantial times of Scripture reflection, silence and discernment 
in meetings.  We hope to promote this further through the diocese. 
 
There is an executive summary of the Synod responses, the Diocesan Synod Report, which can be 
found on the Diocesan Synod webpages at https://northamptondiocese.org/for-a-synodal-church/.  
  

 
1 Official Handbook for Listening and Discernment in Local Churches, 1.2 

https://northamptondiocese.org/for-a-synodal-church/
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Parishes 
 

Cathedral and {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎΣ bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ 
 
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions? 
Please find below our response so far to the questions posed by the Synod Gracious Listening 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ōǳƭƭŜǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ϧ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎΦ ϝϝ ŘŜƴƻǘŜǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ 
received on this item. 
Offering people an opportunity to reflect and submit their thoughts and ideas has been well 
received. 
Our next meeting to take this forward in our local parish is next Monday although we have already 
made some immediate obvious improvements as a result of some of the feedback received. 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic? 
Faith in God ** 
Awareness of Gods love /God within us** 
Love** 
A privilege 
Belonging to the Universal church** 
Living the original teaching today with God in us. 
An ability to trace our faith back to Jesus. ** 
Being baptised and strengthened by the sacraments/Rosary.** 
Loving our neighbour and being aware of others needs** 
Living humbly ** 
Keeping commandments 
A sense of Fellowship family & community ** 
Attend mass/connect/worship/ Celebrate the Eucharist** 
Reading/study/discussing the bible** Guidance /Moral compass/meaning to life in spite of our 
weaknesses. ** 
Comfort in times of difficulty ** 
Hope of resurrection & everlasting life in Christ Jesus ** 
Relationship with God & others ** 
Practice our own spiritual journey** Tackling difficult political issues/social justice. ** 
 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? 
Vatican II reforms 
Role of laity** 
Mass in vernacular 
Catholic social justice policy/common good** 
SVP/Cafod/pilgrimages ** 
Leadership to the world ** 
Embracing technology eg live streaming ** 
Welcome ** 
Wisdom - makes us think 
RCIA - discuss beliefs 
Dedication of clergy ** 
Sacraments ** 
Inclusion ** 
Hub - variety of mass times & clergy Support when unwell 
Equality for all 
One of the great charities of the world** 
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Peace & security 
Music is uplifting 
Covid guidelines /welcome back recently. ** 
Masses throughout the week** Community work In Prisons /hospital /schools 
Forgiveness and compassion to those that cannot follow teachings. 
Belonging 
Coming back welcome - if been away from church 
Leadership from pope and clergy** Safeguarding (now) 
 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? 
Child abuse scandals ** 
Being Upset/hurt/abused or bad experience as a child - traumatic experience ** 
Need to be more inclusive of Divorced/LGBT** 
Support for young people ** 
Address not being part of local community 
Need More involvement with schools ** 
Provide group meetings for carers/ isolated ** 
Explain mass more to children 
When priests talk as though catholics are superior. 
Negative reference in mass to Muslims Need more inclusion of minorities/outcasts 
Reliance on small group in parish and other parish members not approached enough to get involved 
**  
Untimely communication from leaders at local level has sometimes led to ideas not growing. 
Contraception review re AIDS & abortion is needed. ** 
Not baptising a child as parents are not regular church goers requires a review 
Do more for lonely & frail** 
Not moving with digital age. 
Inclusion of diversity 
²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪΧ ƘŜǊŜΦϝϝ 
More adult catechesis 
More evening masses/groups in weekday for those working 
More Evangelisation 
More teaching/bible study grouos required 
Hard to make friends if you are new More encouragement for existing congregation. 
Better communication and sharing of best practices in and between parishes. 
²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǿŀȅ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘȅΦ 
When family are sick in hospital being directed to nursing staff to access our faith seems cold. 
 
What is your dream for the Church? 
Involve catholic schools more Consider Married priests 
Lead in the world. 
Consider permitting cardinals to be members of the House of Lords Welcome recent writings of the 
pope and synod activity ongoing. 
Greater use of social opportunity in new Cathedral centre. 
More consideration to those that do not live up to the ideals of the church. 
Seek unity with all Christian faiths ** Continue to strive for inclusion ** Focus on less well off in 
society ** Priest treats everyone the same. 
To be one with the world. 
Love each other as one body Understand differences and enjoy our brothers & sisters. 
Discussions to develop faith and attract lapsed. ** 
Give youth a feeling of relevance** More interfaith work ** 
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Inspire people. 
Reach out in our community/unify Make more of half our population - women. 
Respect other faiths God and each other. 
Greater honesty. 
This Synod form/process is a sign of promise & hope for the future! 
Welcome those that feel outside the church walls ** 
Sustain the commitment made by children and parents in sacraments but never seen again ** 
Review around the marital status of priests 
Encouraging deacons both men and women 
! ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘe biggest aid agency outside the UN. 
Inspiring laity to lead more in the wider community. 
Focus on climate change and poverty 
Small weekly improvements through faith. 
Carers /housebound feeling included. Encouraging and attracting others to the faith. 
Engage with people on their level 
Be in the news for the right things. People in the community stepping up. 
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Christ the King, Bedford 
 
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions? 
How the Synod process was promoted: 
ω Parish monthly gathering 
ω !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ aŀǎǎŜǎ 
ω tŀǊƛǎƘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ȅƴƻŘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ω vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ Ȅп ƻƴ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ 
completed responses 
 
Who took part in the Synod Process 
ω {Ƴŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ о-4 sessions - Mixed groups 3-4 people per session 
ω {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǾƛƎƛƭ aŀǎǎ Ȅ п ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ п-6 people per session 
ω DǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ т ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ω ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ύ о ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ 
ω /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ с Ҍ о ŀŘǳƭǘǎ 
ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ parishioners and families ς church goers) 9 responses to questionnaires 
ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎκŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ YŜǊŀƭŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅύ п ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ 
ω Ψ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘΩ ό ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ слҌύ aƛȄŜŘ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ όу-10 people) 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic? 
ω .Ŝƭƻƴging to a global Church family, in relationship with God / the Trinity 
ω .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ΣƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
ω {ǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ 
ω ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘ ǘƻǎǎŜŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά/ƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Lέ aYΦсΦрл 
ω tǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ κ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊ 
ω ±ŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ 
ω DƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ times of trouble 
 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? 
ω tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ 
ω DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ- for Mass, and organisations 
ω /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ /ŀŦƻŘ ŜǘŎΣ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ς love of God and neighbour 
ω CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ς outreach 
ω [ƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
ω !ŘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅκ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
ω [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ς maintaining basic Christian truths, moral guidance, speaks out on world issues, 
opposing tyranny and honouring martyrs 
ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ 
 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? 
ω LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǇƻƻǊΦ !ƭǎƻΣ Dw99b ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
ω Collaboration with other churches (even Catholic!) is poor 
ω bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ω LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿŜŀƪ κ ǇŀǎǎƛǾŜ ς Vatican 11 opened up the Church not 
implemented, but led to vulnerability 
ω /ƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ ŎŜƭƛōŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ priests is not good/ also Clericalism 
ω WǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǊŜ ǎŜȄΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ 
ω IŀǊǎƘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻƴ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
ω ±ŜǊȅ ƭƻǿ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ω bŜǾŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ Dw99b ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 
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ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘo more out-ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜκ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅκǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
media 
ω 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎκ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ 
ω DŜƴǳƛƴŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ άǎǇƭƛǘέ ƛƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǊŜ aŀǎǎ ό[ŀǘƛƴ Ǿ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘύ 
ω DŀǇǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ families, need of strong links with schools /families etc 
ω [ŀƛǘȅ ƴƻǘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŜƎΦ ǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
help with funeral services/evangelization-encouraging lapsed Catholics 
ω bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŝarthly as well as the heavenly 
 
What is your dream for the Church? 
ω !ǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ .ƻŘȅ -to be One united, holy, apostolic and visible church community following the 
teachings of Vat 11. 
ω 9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ sharing with those training 
for the priesthood to stay in touch with the real world. 
ω ! ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀǎ ΨŘǊƻǇ-ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΩ - outreach to those on the margins/ lapsed 
Catholics/ divorced/those with disabilities/lonely. Work closely with and share with other 
denominations, other faiths and cultures and share resources / venues. 
ω 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎς growth of the Body of Christ, place of women in the Church, 
eg. deacons 
ω wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
ω tŀǊƛǎƘes and Diocese needs to go GREEN ς Climate change, solar panels on church roofs, trees to 
be planted 
ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŜƎΥ ŎŀǊƻƭ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎκ ΨƳǳƭƭŜŘ ǿƛƴŜ ǿŀƭƪΩκ ǇŀǊƪ ǿŀƭƪǎ 
ω aƻǊŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ς ƻŦŦŜǊ ΨŘǊƻǇ ƛƴΩ ǘƛmes, for lonely, lapsed, ecumenism 
ω ΨCƛŜƭŘ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΩ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ς cooperate with local medical centre/ local authority 
activities 
ω aƻǊŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ- encourage youth to take a lead- eg cadets of Our Lady- Suzi 
ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇŜƴΣ ecumenical and inclusive 
ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨōƭŜƴŘŜŘΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
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Christ the King, Milton Keynes 
 
Process Used: 
 
 Parish exercise during masses on consecutive Sundays  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 To be a Catholic means belonging, being part of a wider family. The Church is a foundation that 
brings purpose to my life and a source of comfort and support in difficult times.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The Church has been good at pastoral support and in reaching out to the marginalised and 
disadvantaged. During the pandemic, the local Church showed it was able to respond quickly to 
changing situations by providing live streaming of masses. The restoration of the Permanent 
Diaconate - although there is still exploration and development of the role of the Deacon to be 
undertaken  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
The Church has not dealt well with the handling of the abuse scandal, where at times it has seemed 
that it was more important to the Church to protect the perpetrators than to protect and support 
the victims. There is a lack of engagement with the Church among the laity, leaving tasks to the very 
few volunteers. This may be the result of a lack of structure promoting the involvement of the laity. 
The Church sometimes gets bogged down in tradition - seemingly for the sake of tradition itself - 
which has potentially stifled growth.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
A time of true unity within the Church itself and with other Christian communities resulting in the 
creation of a truly loving and caring community. A time when all are fully welcomed and feel 
welcomed, irrespective of their age, sexual orientation or marital status.   
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Church of The Holy Redeemer 
 
Process Used: 
We held a meeting and went through all of the responses, looking for common themes.  By process 
of elimination, we came up with a definitive and representative dialogue from the many 
conversations we held with our parishioners.  
 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
Community and belonging 
Governed under one shepherd The Pope 
Being a Catholic give me a sense of identity of being a Christian 
The universality of the Church 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
Enjoy being Catholic  -  Fullness of vision of God 
Attending Mass and receive Holy Eucharist 
I feel involved spiritually and its straight forward 
Forgiveness of sins 
Consistency 
The freedom, Support 
Everything about the Catholic faith, ways of life (relationship with own family) 
Fellowship with others at Mass 
Togetherness, Inclusions 
The Mass and Adoration - listening, singing, praising and worship 
Meeting with different groups of people 
Commitment to prayer ς Always encourage me to pray 
Various Church seasons: Lent, Advent 
Having the Saints- Mother Mary as Mother of God and ours 
Being able to learn and continue to learn to follow Jesus's way of life, the Catholic way of life and the 
good things the bible teaches us 
The teachings on repentance and forgiveness 
The time the priest gives to us as a person 
The purpose of church, I love caring for others 
A diverse community united by faith 
Going and serving the church gives me fulfilment in life 
It remains relevant even during times of great change 
Meeting our needs 
Feeling the presence of the Holy Spirit 
Feeling loved, respected, being heard 
  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
Continuity of Papal leadership unbroken for 2000 years 
Checking and reminding governments of non-Christian laws or policies 
People converting to being Roman Catholic 
Change needed from the top 
Humble listening; more welcoming of those who are different 
Consistency 
Roman Catholic schools keep the faith and Catholic way of life 
The Church talks about the gospel and getting to know Christ 
CaǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ ŜΦƎΦΣ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ aƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
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Clergy always cheerful and welcoming 
We have Saints and Martyrs to intercede for us 
Very helpful in prayer and encouragement in difficult times 
Provision of last rite to the dying 
Very good with accountability 
LǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
Given education to lots of underprivileged children 
Very respectful in fulfilling and following orders 
Church has a good community spirit 
Welcoming/friendly 
Supportive/listening/action 
No pressure on money 
Support people in need 
I love praise and worship, love for one another after Mass meeting 
Support sick people 
Performing the rituals 
We have good buildings 
Good order - hierarchy 
Involvement of missionaries 
Encourages families to be together 
Gatherings Eucharist invitation 
Pope Francis brings hope 
Teaches in many ways the Catholic way of life 
Makes me feel better going to Mass on a Sunday 
Provides both a source of knowledge of the Divine and loving compassion 
Ministries and groups are good and thriving 
  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Not allowing babies/children born out of marriage to be christened 
Priest to be given a choice of whether to get married 
People should be allowed to decide on contraception 
No introduction of routine to new members 
Sometimes the Church can read more bible verse not dictate 
Encourages religious sisters to do sermons 
Scandals (abuse) in the Church not investigated and responsible people not accountable for their 
actions 
Staying interesting 
Motivate the youth or youth involvement 
Should be stern in addressing homosexuality 
Local issues in the Parishes to be addressed in a timely manner, not to allow escalation to the 
community of the Church 
Doing more for the poor since they have lots of money 
The Church should stick to the values of the Bible and not go with what the world is dictating 
Should get more women involved and recruitment of women priests 
Should be sermons relating to up-to-date happenings 
Poor leadership 
Improve outreach to other Christians and people 
Need for more priests - now critical 
We still tend to be a little insular and isolated from the people of other faiths with whom we share 
many ideals 
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What are your dreams for the church?: 
Change needed - from the top, humble, listening, more welcoming of those who are different. 
To grow the numbers of Catholic members, throughout the world making the Catholic Church a 
more forceful light in the darkness. 
To maintain Catholic values and morals 
No female priests 
Not to be double minded 
Encourage younger generation to remain in Church after First Holy Communion ς teaching children 
to build foundation 
Children to be taught Catechism in detail and have a structured Holy Communion/ Confirmation 
Programmes 
Togetherness 
Tell other stories about the Bible 
To be a listening body that reaches out to the voiceless countries 
To influence people with power to do the right thing 
To be the pioneers of oneness that all may come to the Catholic Church 
To have a Church that is inviting, welcoming and inclusive to the worship of God 
Many people to follow the Catholic faith 
See more women involved in the Church 
Priests to be approachable 
Homosexuals are welcome but must follow the Church 
Never to allow same sex marriage in Catholic church. 
Not to allow same sex to marry. Not to allow men to become women 
Maintain Christian values 
Should not change for society 
I would like the church to be a place of mutual collaboration where everyone can experience God's 
love through our hospitality supporting each other and to follow Jesus and do God's work on earth. 
For the Catholic church to survive for the next 2000 years. 
Everybody to be able to speak out to the people and share ideas. 
Have more young people to join the priesthood as numbers are declining.   
  



 20 

The Church of the Good Shepherd, Haddenham and Our Lady of Light, Long Crendon
  
Process Used: 
 
 This is the submission from the Church of the Good Shepherd in Haddenham and Our Lady of Light 
in Long Crendon. Both parishes are small and are served by the same priest. We held listening 
sessions after all three masses one weekend, with two groups after each of the two masses at 
Haddenham and three such groups after the one mass at Long Crendon. In addition there were 9 
written submissions from people at Long Crendon who could not stay for the listening session and 
did not want to submit directly on line themselves. I have attempted as far as possible to retain the 
original voices, so that many of the words are quotations, even if not presented as such. There was 
clearly much repetition and I have tried to avoid that whilst still demonstrating the strength of 
feeling on some matters.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 We felt that answers to this question would be encapsulated in the responses to the others and so 
did not focus on it separately.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
.ǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΥ IƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΥ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƭȅΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ to know and love God 
as present in this world. By bringing to our attention canonised and beatified men and women the 
church inspires us to follow their example, by spreading the faith to different areas. The church 
introduces us to God; it provides an opportunity to pray together, and it helps us to see God in 
everyone around us and to experience charismatic renewal to develop a deeper understanding of 
our faith. Our journey of faith is a vocation to learning about the faith and gospels; the church has 
supported me through my entire religious journey, understood all my problems and helped me in 
my spiritual life. Moral guide: The church provides a framework rather than a set of rules, an anchor, 
a reference for life situations, the church gives me everything in life; it makes paths in life clearer, 
thanks to the church, the bible and the 10 commandments, it helps me to strive to do better. Our 
physical churches are important safe places of calm and reflection, if it were not for those who built 
and maintained the churches, I would not have my faith. The accessibility of churches and mass 
during covid and the provision of virtual masses throughout the world and here was a great spiritual 
support. The church has provided stability and comfort through times of crisis and lack of faith, a 
lifeline. The sacraments are significant to all of us as they help and guide us; mass is the lynchpin of 
the church and regular frequent mass attendance strengthens faith, hope and love for the people 
around as. We also particularly appreciate confession, (and that there is less emphasis on 
punishment and guilt now) as well as communion being taken to the sick and the last rites. We find 
funeral masses very comforting and positive. Ritual and liturgy are important to us as they provide a 
structured format for our worship, and the big feasts of Easter and Christmas particularly enhance 
the spirit of community. We appreciate the universality of the church, that wherever we go in the 
world there is a catholic community and mass, a home from home. We appreciate being part of a 
welcoming community, with the opportunity to meet like-minded people; the people are the church, 
and the church brings people together, striving to make everyone feel welcome. In some ways the 
church has embraced inclusivity. Some see the church as welcoming and open to answering 
questions when people want to join or return to the Catholic church. One parishioner spoke of how 
becoming a catholic was the most wonderful feeling of coming home. Many of us like the 
opportunities to join with other churches and feel we are blessed with good parish priests. We 
appreciate pilgrimages, especially to Lourdes which can be transformative, particularly for young 
people, and value the chance given to disabled people to make a pilgrimage. Looking after disabled 
people in general, and seeing things through their predicament, are seen as strengths by many. We 
are grateful for the art, literature, architecture and music over the years given to us via our faith 
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which enrich me as a person and feel that the words and music written for the church over the 
centuries help us to focus on what is important. Many of us appreciate all the Pope does, attempting 
to return to the Christianity taught by Jesus, apologising for clerical sexual abuse to those affected by 
it, his readiness to speak out on key topics, travelling and reaching out to everyone, and his merciful 
approach; we wish he were more supported rather than denigrated. One parishioner thought that 
the papacy is the most important thing in the catholic church and another particularly mentioned 
John Paul II, and his efforts towards ecumenism. We value Catholic education and see it as especially 
ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƎƻŘƭŜǎǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ²Ŝ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ŘŜƭivering 
ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ŀƛŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
CAFOD. One parishioner raised appreciatively the amount of charitable work done in Ireland by the 
church and expressed anxiety about the future of this with dwindling numbers there. One person 
particularly appreciated the impact of Catholic Social Teaching. Local level: We are all really grateful 
for our supportive, kind and loving parish, we have a really good thing here which we should not 
take for granted. We see the importance of our friendly local community and what we have already 
established and see that the parish is working hard to make a family. We really value having weekly 
Sunday mass. We have good communication and a welcoming atmosphere due to our diligent parish 
priest and a nucleus of willing helpers. Our good, holy parish priest is available when needed, listens 
to people, is good with them, supports the sick and needy members of the parish. He also preaches 
good sermons, from the heart, providing relevant and spirit-led teaching. We are so grateful for the 
streaming of masses during the pandemic and that weddings, baptisms and funerals went ahead 
even when numbers were restricted. In general, the quantity and quality of our services are 
excellent; the spiritual grace of the lovely masses. The good quality of our baptism and marriage 
preparation was also commented on. We appreciate the architecture of our parish churches which 
are not over-adorned.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Broader church: Where did we go wrong? Many of us are horrified by the sexual abuse crisis and 
apparent indifference towards the abused. The continued news of clergy being involved in abuse 
and the lack of transparency make it difficult for us to discuss with to people outside the church, 
who rightly see it as a scandal. It seems the church has wanted to protect the institution more than 
abused individuals. Bishops, including Pope Benedict, should not have covered up sexual abuse by 
priests and moved offending priests to other parishes. We feel shame at the denial, that it should be 
acknowledged more robustly by the hierarchy, that therapy should be offered by the church to the 
victims, that priests should not be absolved from the responsibility of paying the relevant penalty in 
society, and that an act of contrition for these acts should be embedded into our liturgy. Apologies 
and financial compensation are not enough; the church needs to show love and justice and act 
quickly and openly. Many people raƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴǳƭƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
expressed great personal pain. One parishioner said that being refused a request their wedding in 
church following a divorce put them off the church for years. A lack of mercy is shown towards those 
who remarry after getting divorced under difficult circumstances, including domestic abuse, and 
then are denied the sacraments and not able comfortably to practise their religion. It was felt that 
there was no obvious person with whom to discuss these difficulties, as there can be conflicts with 
priests over this matter. It is important for the church to protect the sanctity of marriage but also to 
be merciful. More than one person expressed unhappiness at the apparent double standard that 
Boris Johnson was allowed to remarry in church. Several expressed unhappiness with the hierarchies 
of the Vatican, the dominance of conservative, male and often misogynistic clergy who ignore the 
views of the majority. It is seen as too rigid in its structures and processes, too political and 
detached. It was suggested that there is disfunction, if not corruption, in the administration of 
financial matters within the church, a lack of transparency and accountability which is damaging to 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ {ƻƳŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘe church is greedy, prioritising the sale of properties to raise funds 
over the needs of the parishioners whilst new church charities are set up regularly making ever 
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ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀƭƭŜǘǎΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǳƴƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻwards 
same sex relationships, feeling that it does not empathise with or show love towards gay people, 
who have been made this way by God. There was a feeling that communion should be available to 
all and that campaigning against gay marriage is unkind, unloving and unchristian as it is expecting 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǎƻƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ 
should be reviewed. At my marriage class at the Oxford oratory we had a strange lecture from a 
woman who linked taking the pill with cancer, aids and depression; this pseudo-science meant my 
husband was put off the church and an opportunity was missed as this was his first and only 
interaction. Marriage preparation in general was felt by one to be not right, with some information 
not conveyed in a way to encourage continuity of mass attendance. The shortage of priests worried 
many. It means that people die in hospital without access to the sacraments. The priesthood needs 
to be more attractive, and more pastoral support should be provided for lonely priests so that they 
can have a social life. The requirement for celibacy should be reviewed: priests should be able to 
answer the calls of vocation to the priesthood and to marriage. Priests should be allowed to retire at 
an appropriate age and the current lack of younger priests makes this difficult. It was suggested that 
the church needs to be more discerning in its recruitment of candidates for the priesthood: it was 
seen by one as too easy for paedophiles to become priests. Allied to this is the issue of women 
priests which was raised by more than one person. The church needs to be more open to the role of 
women generally in the church, as it was in the early church. Some felt that we are not governed 
well at diocese level, that there is often a poor choice of bishops, people with little spiritual insight 
only in it for personal advancement, that money is wasted on the trappings of the office, and on 
making more dioceses where there are too few people. It was regretted that bishops are not ready 
to speak out on matters of importance in current affairs. The stilted English of our current liturgical 
prayers was raised and that fact that we have been singing the same hymns for 60+ years with 
ancient English and biblical references not always understood by the congregation. We need more 
suitable and inspiring English liturgical music and new hymns with beauty in words and melody. 
While our traditions and rituals are appreciated by us, they can be misunderstood by newcomers 
and are often off-putting; perhaps explanation sheets for adults and children could be available on 
entering church. Many expressed concern about the lack of youth attendance at mass. The 
relevance of coming to mass is not clear to them; we are not welcoming to and have not created a 
community for younger churchgoers and helped them integrate. More discussion and support are 
needed for parents and children. The church has lost the way to inspire young people to search for 
understanding of the will of God. Low mass attendance was worrying in general, and one felt that 
there are too many classes and meetings for new followers which scares off young people. Equally it 
was suggested that our evangelisation is not good, and that we need more life in the spirit. The 
church does not always feel inclusive: not allowing people from other Christian denominations to 
receive communion was mentioned, as well as the need for more special assistance to those with 
learning disabilities, who can be challenging in crowds but who should be accepted and given the 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
cardinal and bishops during lockdown. One person suggested that we have lost a sense of sin and 
felt that more regular confession would be beneficial. It was noted that in Poland some priests are 
only interested in money and there is a double standard: you might be told that you are not able to 
Řƻ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜŀŎƘ its leaders to 
teach everyone and that although the church is more relevant than ever it is not being projected 
well in the media. One felt that the Pope should speak out more and another commented on 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǌǳsh to greet him disregarding others. Local 
level: Despite what had been said before, a few felt that there is a lack of community and fellowship 
here and that we do not grow together. Concern was expressed that decisions made by the 
Northampton Diocese have and will have financial impacts on the diocese and on many parishes. 
Sadness was expressed that the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is not offered more often. One 
said that they felt children had been reprimanded for not toeing the line. One pointed out that, 
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other than the parish priest, there is no obvious person in the parish to contact when you are in 
distress.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Broader church: We should be asked to focus on hopes rather than dreams, as hope is a theological 
virtue and dreams are a secular idea. We should be spirit-led in our lives and in our worship: we 
should follow Jesus in his openness to everyone; we should be the true bride of Christ, and be more 
prepared to talk about God. We need to create a different type of church, to provoke people to look 
inside themselves: we can do something as individuals, not just relying on the institution of the 
church. We should be more reverent, humbler, poorer, less fixated on committees and focus groups 
and have fewer rules and regulations. Churches should become an integral, and central part of the 
communities they serve again, and should be truly inclusive, accessible and welcoming. We hope 
that the church will be there for future generations and that people will join our community. We 
hope that we can be less archaic and keep up with our ever-changing society, but still hold onto our 
beliefs without the need to change them too much. We should not view all change with suspicion 
and dread but seek the best whether old or new. We should show a greater respect for the earth 
and the life on it created by God. We should be welcoming gay people into the church and educating 
members of the church who oppose them.  
We would like to see more mercy and understanding of all people, including those whose lifestyles 
are different from our own. We should place greater emphasis on the sacraments and allow people 
to receive them when they want them, particularly those whose marriages have broken down. There 
should be a greater emphasis on improving accessibility to confession: bishops and priests should 
reaffirm the sacrament of reconciliation which should be less about guilt. We cannot be saved until 
we repent; reconciliation is consoling and life-giving. There should be more openness in the church, 
reflecting the best values of truth and honesty, respecting others, Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 
We should lead by example by not exploiting the vulnerable and young, showing love and care for 
all. Those who lead should be willing to admit mistakes and rectify them quickly. We would like to 
see the church deal with issues such as clerical abuse more honestly, in the way that Jesus would 
expect. Many felt that there should be a review of clerical celibacy and that we should work towards 
a church with women and married priests.  
There should be greater lay involvement in the church with priests having more support. Priests 
should be holy and spend an hour a day before the Blessed Sacrament. We should have younger 
cardinals, not a conclave of very elderly men, and there should be clearer communication from the 
top. We would like to see the Pope being supported fully in the Vatican. We should reach out to 
youth, with youth pastors, more youth events that reach beyond Catholics, more groups for young 
people for activities which will interest them such as sports, and retreats for youth in modern 
spaces. The church should use IT more to engage with young people. We wish for greater 
ecumenism: we are all worshipping the same God, no matter how we do it. We feel that people, 
both those receiving and those administering the sacraments, should believe that it is alright for 
people to attend other churches. Equally being married in other churches should not viewed as a sin. 
It was suggested that we return to the church as it was before the Council of Trent. More than one 
person said that contraception should be allowed which in turn would lead to fewer abortions. 
 
Local level: We love our physical church (Our Lady of Light): we do not want to lose our beautiful and 
unique building as a place of worship with its great little community. We should have a discussion to 
see how we can improve liturgy and fellowship for children, possibly having children being taken out 
ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ of the word which relates to their lives. Many said that 
more needs to be done to attract young people and keep them interested although it was 
acknowledged that this is easier with larger congregations. We would like more events at Long 
Crendon, such as regular confession and a prayer group. Many hope that we can connect with and 
support each other more. We need more communal activities in addition to praying and singing. It 
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was suggested that it would be good to have a reflective process like this happening annually at the 
ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ōǳǘ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ - a 
better outcome for these listening sessions is not the Synod, but continuing these meetings and 
discussions at local level. We hope to work with other Christian churches in the community but not 
leave this to our parish priest. It was suggested that there should be more stations of the cross for 
meditation. It was suggested that the altar rails should be reinstated.  
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Divine Mercy and Our Lady Queen of Poland - Local Polish Catholic Mission in Slough 
 
Process Used: 
 Within our parish, we chose the process of a dedicated evening led by our Parish priest and ten 
Listeners to which all were invited to participate. We started by gathering together with just the 
[ƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ 
the Synod. We all agreed along with our Parish priest to slightly adapt questions 3 and 4 as we felt 
these better reflected the needs of our parish. We started our evening in our church in a prayerful 
atmosphere with the Word of God, a reading from the Book of Revelation. Our parish priest then 
gave us a catechesis following which we split into groups led by two Listeners. Each group started 
with the Prayer of the Synod and then spent time contemplating the questions and then allowing 
each participant to answer while the other group members exercised gracious listening. Finally, we 
all spent time agreeing which were the key responses which we discerned together and wanted to 
submit as a group. These were then collated by all the Listeners, who in turn spent time 
collaborating and discerning the responses which best represented all those received. Prayer and 
the Word of God led our discernment throughout the process. NB .We decided to slightly amend 
these questions from those originally proposed in order to communicate with our parishioners in a 
way which was deemed more appropriate for our parish by our Parish priest.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 ω .ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀƴ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ 
absolute power to take any decision he feels is best for the Church and based on what the Holy Spirit 
tells him. He shows me what path we should ƎƻΦ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ω IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ Ƴȅ 
ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘ ω .ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
understand GƻŘϥǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ω .ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΣ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω tǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ω DƻŘ ƛǎ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ω tǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ our lives that, despite 
ǎƛƴǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ω ¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ ! Ƴŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōǳǊŘŜƴΦ ! ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ! Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜΦ ω 
Putting God and His commandments ŦƛǊǎǘ ω !ǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
prepared for us, trust in Him especially in difficult moments of our lives and despite any hardships 
we might face in our lives.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
ω hǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻne, no matter how sinful one is, there is always a place for them in the Church. The 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴΣ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ς 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω Lǎ 
progressive with certain rules yet still constant with the main truths of the faith. For example, the 
Church has changed its position regarding people who are in the non-sacramental relationships. The 
Church has become more open to them and make them feel like they also belong to the community, 
ǿƘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ΨƻǳǘŎŀǎǘǎΩ ω {ǇǊŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ω LƴƛǘƛŀǘŜǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω !ƭƭƻǿǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ω ¢ƘŜ 
CƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω CƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ǎƻǿǎ ŀ ǎŜŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŀƎŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
ω hŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻōŀƭΣ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΦ ω IŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
and the truths of the faith. Teaches us how to mature our faith.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
²I!¢ {Ih¦[5 ²9 {¢ht 5hLbD Lb hw59w ¢h Ch/¦{ hb ²I!¢ L{ w9![[¸ Lathw¢!b¢Κ ω {ǘƻǇ 
fighting and arguing oǾŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ω 
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{ǘƻǇ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ-ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΣ ΨŘǳƳōƛƴƎ-ŘƻǿƴΩ ƻǊ ΨǎƻŦǘ-
ǎƻŀǇƛƴƎΩΣ ŀǾƻƛŘƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ƪŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω {ǘƻǇ 
ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ ōŜ ƛǘ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ƻǊ ǎǳǊǊŜǇǘƛǘƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎΦ ω {ǘƻǇ 
ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ ω {ǘƻǇ 
keeping people in the grip of fear and ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ-going from tradition, habit or a 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘȅ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ŘŜ-ǾŀƭǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΦ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƻǇ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭƻŎƪΦ ω {ǘƻǇ Ƴƻving 
priests around to different parishes in the light of gossip or unpopularity. The hierarchy should 
ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƳƛǎŘŜƳŜŀƴƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ 
instead bringing them out into the open and being truthfuƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω 
{ǘƻǇ ŘƛƭǳǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōȅ ŀǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ƻǊ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊƛǎƳΦ ω {ǘƻǇ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘŀƭΦ ω [Ŝǎǎ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
ω {ǘƻǇ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴΩ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ - the Church should be 
ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ ω {ǘƻǇ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘǊƛǾƛŀƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭiturgy and worship or the material 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω {ǘƻǇ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅΦ  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
²I!¢ YLb5 hC ! /I¦w/I 5h9{ /IwL{¢ ²!b¢ Cwha ¦{Κ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ 
²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜŀŎƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ω ! ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ ω ! ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƛǎ ƛƴ ŀǿŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƳΤ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƎƴƛǘŜǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƻŦ 
ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
ǳƴƛǘȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƛǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŜǘŎΦ ω ! ƘǳƳōƭŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ! ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎΣ ǳƴŀŦǊŀƛŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ - ŀƴ ƻŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏalm, 
ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘŀƻǎΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ 
ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƻǎŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ ω ! /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
which loves - love should be the foundation of everything as ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ƻƴ ƭƻǾŜΦ ω ! 
Church which evangelises - not necessarily through trained catechists but through ordinary people 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƛǘΦ ω !ƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
prepared to draw all in and not dismiss anyone or make them feel unwelcome  
Local Polish Catholic Mission in Slough of Divine Mercy and Our Lady Queen of Poland  
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Guardian Angels parish at St Joseph's church in Aylesbury 
 
Process Used: 
 
 ω ! ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōuted after Mass, with diocesan synod questions 2, 3 and 4 amended to 
ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ όDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭǎύ ω ¢ǿƻ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ 
questions and have listening conversations. Key themes were identified.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 This question prompted a lot of thought and was difficult to answer. We realised that many of the 
suggestions that were made during the listening conversations could apply to any of the Christian 
denominations. For example: loving Jesus; finding peace in the presence of God; Jesus giving us a 
foundation for our spiritual existence; knowing that God is with us and expects us to follow the 
teachings of Jesus; having faith that God has a master plan for us and the world. A major theme 
underpinning the conversations was that Catholics are Christians first and foremost. Like all 
Christians we believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Several participants said they were comforted or 
proud to know that this belief is held collectively by a worldwide community of Christians from 
different denominations. However, comments were made that the sharing of beliefs between 
Christian denominations, and the differences between religions, is sometimes not understood. For 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƛǊŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ LΩƳ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƛǊŘǊŜǎǎŜǊ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨhƘΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘƘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀǊŜΥ ω ²Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
way. While the bread and wƛƴŜ ΨŘŜŦƛƴŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨōƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ǳƴƛǘŜǎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ω ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
belonging to a universal Catholic Church and proclaiming the same beliefs as other Catholics, for 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ /ǊŜŜŘΦ ω ²Ŝ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
conviction that it is the right thing to do. This involves more than just accepting the choice many of 
our parents made for us as children when they had us baptised. It involves accepting we have 
responsibilities and obligations in living our lives as Catholics. For example: being actively involved in 
our Church at local level to the best of our ability; speaking out against injustice and discrimination; 
participating in mission within our families and local community  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The themes emerging from answers to this question can be separated into two main strands: those 
that apply to the Universal Catholic Church and those that apply / applied to our local parish Church, 
DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭǎΦ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
and relevant to worshippers eg the alter now faces worshippers, Mass is said in the main language of 
the wƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜǊǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
authoritarian and distant. However, priests, bishops and the Pope are now more visible and 
accessible. As servants of God and the people they are generally more approachable and down to 
ŜŀǊǘƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎΣ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ wŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎƛǎǘǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ω The teachings of the Church provide us with a good sense of 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ CƻǊ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛƴ 
and retribution; there is more compassion and support for Catholics whose marriage is breaking 
ŘƻǿƴΤ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŦŀǎǘƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘΦ ω DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƛǎ 
now placed on Christian unity and on encouraging collaborating with otƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
schools are valued for the quality of education and also because they provide children with a solid 
understanding of Catholic traditions, teaching and ethos. Parish Church The main theme that 
emerged about the Church at parish level is the nature of the relationships between Guardian Angels 



 28 

parishioners when based at their own parish church. This was exemplified repeatedly by words and 
phrases such as welcoming, friendly, community, togetherness, warmth, feeling valued, affection 
anŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ ω !ǘ 
Guardian Angels church we were a warm, friendly community who looked out for each other, like a 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ω !ǘ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΤ ǿŜ ǿŜre there for each other; we 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ 
!ƴƎŜƭΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ω ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ΨƻƴŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΦ ω ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴgs to which all members of the parish were invited and 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŀ ΨDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ 
!ƴƎŜƭǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜŀƪŜƴŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ōŀǎŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
attempts to maintain communication at parish level especially during Covid and during the time 
leading up to the closure of our church, were valued by several participants as were attempts to 
keep us together as a parish. This can be summed up in a comment made by one parishioner: I 
appreciate the amazing efforts of members of the parish to keep us together as a worshipping 
community. I cannot thank them, and those that still come to our mass, enough, for keeping us 
going as Guardian Angels. There have been some excellent opportunities for Guardian Angels 
parishioners to learn more about our religion, develop a stronger relationship with Jesus and to 
share our love for each other. Some examples of these are: being taught by inspirational priests or 
lay people; partiŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ [Ŝƴǘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘǎΣ 
pilgrimages, catechism classes and many joyful Parish social events. It was thought that these have 
all contributed to spiritual growth and helped bring about personal change. Guardian Angels parish 
has participated in some valued collaborative events locally with people from other Christian 
denominations. Examples of this are running joint Alpha courses with our local Anglican church and 
participating in the inter-ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ψhƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǾŜΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ȅƭŜǎōǳǊȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 
scope for further growth and development in working with other churches locally.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
The closure of Guardian Angels parish church and hall was the main experience many participants 
identified as not having gone well. Many comments were made about how the closure was handled, 
especially the poor communication and lack of consultation from the diocese. For example: there 
had been a major failure of communication between the diocese and the parish; we had the mat 
pulled from under our feet at Guardian Angels, everything imploded. There is a clear sense of loss 
resulting from the closure of Guardian Angels with comments about the loss of our base, the loss of 
identity as Guardian Angels parishioners, and the loss of many of our parishioners to other parishes 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ 
!ƴƎŜƭǎΩ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ 27 years before his retirement. The 
falling numbers of people who attend mass was another key theme. The Covid pandemic has 
crystalised what has been happening in the Church for a long time - people have stopped coming to 
church. Some participants commented that the Church was too traditional and not relevant today, 
especially to young people. Others said they found some of the rules and restrictions imposed by the 
Church unhelpful. For example: divorced Catholics who re-marry cannot receive the Eucharist and 
feel excluded; the ban on the use of contraception and the high termination of pregnancy rates. 
Some participants spoke about their anger or sense of shame arising from their experiences of 
dealing with authoritarian or judgemental priests. For example: a priest refusing to bury someone 
because they did not attend church; a priest refusing to baptise a child because the parents were not 
regular church-ƎƻŜǊǎΤ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀ ΨƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
parishioner to marry a non-Catholic. Several participants mentioned the issue of child sex abuse 
within the Church and were critical of the way the Church had responded to this in the past.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Our dreams for the Church can be divided into three strands: the Universal Church, the Church at 
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ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƻ ǊŜǘŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
encourage those who no longer practice their faith to return to the Church (also applies to our parish 
church). ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǊŜ 
ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŜƴΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳilies and schools to support 
them in nurturing the faith of children and young people. Our religion and its expectations must 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ 
demonstrate a greater social conscience and speak out about present day issues, such as the 
treatment of immigrants and on-ƭƛƴŜ ōǳƭƭȅƛƴƎΦ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭΣ 
sexual or emotional abuse by anyone holding a position of authority within the Church. For the 
Church to hold perpetrators to account and to seek the forgiveness of those who have been abused. 
ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘŜōŀǘŜ 
about inclusivity within the Church. For example, the Church to review its teaching on the 
sacraments and divorced church-goers who have remarried, unmarried women with children or 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǎŀƳŜ ǎŜȄ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǘǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
use of contraception as this may help lessen the number of pregnancies that are terminated Diocese 
ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜΦ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ǎǇŜƴǘΦ tŀǊƛǎƘ ω CƻǊ 
Guardian Angels parishioners to stay together and worship in our own church, with our own Parish 
tǊƛŜǎǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ ω CƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƭƻǎǘ 
ŀǘ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǊŜ-growth in our service attendance numbers following Covid and 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
aŀǎǎΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ω ¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
better communication with all parishes witƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴΦ LΩǾŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ 
DƻŘ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ΨƴƻǿΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƻǿƴ ω CƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
the parish aǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
with other members of our parish; to attend Bible study classes under the direction of a Priest, 
deacon or spiritual director; to attend workshops and retreats. A participant made the point that: 
Mass attendance offers basic spiritual maintenance ς ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜΩΦ
   
  



 30 

Holy Child & St Joseph, Bedford and Our Lady of Ransom, Kempston 
 
Process Used: 
Three groupings were held in the parishes of The Holy Child & St Joseph, Bedford and Our Lady of 
Ransom, Kempston; namely, Open parish meeting, Parish Forum and Parish SVP Conference. We 
trying to organise a meeting with prisoners in HMP Bedford. This report will be sent seperately if it 
can be done.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 Opinios were: The person of Jesus Christ. Gospel values. Certainty in the faith. The sacramental life, 
especially the Mass. Theologically challengeing. Rich tradition, culteral, pastoral, theological. The 
Apostolic succession giving that certainty of teaching and which gives a feeling of comforting 
permanence. The family aspect of Church life which welcomes everyone. Made up of saints and 
sinners. A sense, therefore, of belonging. Helps to make sense of our lives. Its universailty. A strong 
moral code we try to live by, giving direction to our lives in the world in which we live as we strive 
towards eternal life. Being part of something bigger and that feeling of community and security 
within the family of the Church.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The preaching of the Good News of Jesus Christ and gospel values. The missionay work of the Church 
throughout the world.The sacramental life of the Church which is essential to spiritual growth and a 
remedy for our woundedness. The emphasis on personal prayer and formation of prayer groups and 
new religious movements both lay and the consecrated life. The election and papacy of Pope 
Francis. He is contempory and caring of the marginalised and forcibly demonstrates this in reaching 
out to communities. He is an influential voice in the world on many themes including poverty and 
climate change. We have been blessed with several popes this past century who were holy men and 
good moral leaders. Social out-reach via various charitable organisations and structures. The support 
and encouragment of the clergy in this. Very strong on social justice and moral issues despite 
hostility from secular quarters. The Church's charitable work throughout the world in the fields of 
education, family life and health-care and community projects. The promotion of marriage and 
family life as essential to a healthy and stong society. Pilgrimages to various shrines has always been 
a popular pratice in the Church and remains so , reminding us that we are, as a Church, a pilgrim 
people.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
The Church's response to sex abuse scandals. This has seriously undermined the role and influence 
of the Church because of the dreadful pain caused to the victims of these crimes. Things are slowly 
improving but the damage caused to the victims and the Church's reputation will be long-lasting. 
Financial improprieties at the Vatican have also tarnished the Church's standing. Can be viewed as 
too judgemental and not as inclusive or welcoming as some other Christian denominations. Maybe 
not so able to engage with young people to help them maintain their faith in today's society. The 
Church's stance on artificial birth control has been widely ignored. Not enough being done to 
address matters of human sexuality i.e. pre-marital relations, contraception, gender identity, same-
sex relations, divorce and re-marriage. These matters and the Church's teaching on them are leading 
people away from the Church or not fully participating in its life. Work needs to be done on the 
relevance of Church teaching on these matters in today's world and generation. Clergy do not always 
offer enough relevant support to their congregations to feel confident in living and witnessing to the 
faith. There is not enough challenge by individual priests and bishops which allows wrong or bad 
practices to continue. The continuation of the Latin Mass should be curtailed.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
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Re-focus on the things that really matter in the life and teaching of the Church i.e. the person of 
Jesus and his gospel. Emphasis on the spiritual life through prayer and sound teaching (catechesis). 
Promoting a sense of the sacred e.g. prayerful silence in church and respectful behaviour. That the 
Church may continue to be a way of life that informs our daily lives and to be a sign of hope, light 
and joy; a place of refuge, a sanctuary from life's problems and increasing activity. A place of rest 
and peace where we feel embraced, wanted and loved. Where we also look out for each other in our 
journey through life. That the Church becomes a reference point for moral and ethical issues. That 
the laity be given more involement paricularly where there is a shortage of priests. That Pope Francis 
be given time to implement his mission. That women be given much more authority (responsibility) 
in the Church even if it means re-structuring the Curia. That more men may respond to the vocation 
to be a priest. To become a more dynamic, engaging and attractive Church where people can find joy 
and fulfilment and a sense of completeness and become joyful disciples of the Lord. To see more 
young people remain in the Church and offer things for them to maintain their faith. The promotion 
of chaplaincy in our schools and universities, hospitals and prisons. To increase opportunities for 
Eucharistic adoration as a way of coming closer to the Lord and high-lighting the centrality of the 
Mass. Teachers of the faith must love the faith if it is to be taught effectively. It is not just an 
academic subject but a way of life. A Church that is strong and robust but always gentle and 
compassionate, understanding of the human condition.   
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Holy Family and St John the Apostle 
 
Process Used: 
 
 Ten people attended the Parish synod. Each of the question areas on the participation card were 
addressed. Detailed notes were taken by one of the parishioners and will be forwarded to Bishop 
David.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 Inclusion To support those in need To be part of a worldwide family  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
Reaching out to those in need e.g. the poor, the sick, the bereaved, locally and over the world 
Provides moral guidance The Sacraments  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Not meeting the needs or wants of different groups e.g. some would like a Latin mass, some would 
like a livelier experience The reliance of leaving the management or organisation to Priests and 
Deacons Hiding/ covering up truth e.g. the abuse scandal, the unmarried mothers scandal. The 
church acting as a business. Previously to make a decision they used to pray to the Holy Spirit, then 
draw lots. We are not good at sharing the Good News. Not engaging with some people in society e.g. 
young people There should be a variety of events to make people feel welcome The lack of public 
Catholic speakers/ role models  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
That there will be more lively services with more praise and worship To be more welcoming/ 
inclusive  
 
2nd Submission 
 
 We held two meetings - the first was a general parish meeting advertised in the bulletin for anyone 
who wanted to take part and the second was a women's group within the parish. These are listed 
below, a paragraph apart. Please note that I have also emailed both of these feedback documents to 
the Synod teams also (before discovering how to upload the responses) my apologies for any 
inconvenience caused.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 Everything, sense of happiness, lost without it. Extension of family around the world, we are part of 
the world FAMILY & feel safe by being part of the family. Being inclusive, hearing & seeing, learning 
from other faiths & accepting others. Converted & feels that if ƴƻǘ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƘŜǊŜǘƛŎΦ CŀƛǘƘ 
is very important & people feel at home in church. A vision beyond religion. Church can obscure 
WŜǎǳǎ ōǳǘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ϧ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǎŜƴŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
experience in any other area of our lives. We can experience support in times of great need; illness, 
death of a loved one, family and life struggles. We can experience shared prayer. The feeling of 
praying together is very powerful and comforting. Being prayed for is equally comforting. We can 
share our faith not only with each other but with people outside of the church. We do it in a simple 
way by showing kindness/ doing good deeds while wearing a crucifix or simply saying,  God bless We 
have the Mass and the sacraments which we are part of and we very much appreciate.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
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Setting everything up, the organisation/admin, helps us to reach out. Sacraments Parish ς 
sacraments, Charities around the World. Church leading us well & can be exciting, if we allow it to. 
Morally good grounding for life We have the Mass. It is something we have always had and it keeps 
us going. It is everything to us. We have our priests who hold us and work so hard. We appreciate 
the opportunity for regular adoration within the Church. Providing us with this opportunity allows us 
to meet with Christ in a very intimate way. Nothing can compare to this. We feel welcome and 
comfortable in church. Some of us have left the church for a while and have felt welcomed back 
when we returned. We really appreciate the sacraments that are offered to us. That we can receive 
the sacrament of the sick when we are weak and sick and when we approach death. A beautiful gift 
and a huge comfort. We really appreciate being able to receive the sacrament of reconciliation. 
Although it is a spiritual experience we find is so therapeutic, being able to share experiences, 
stresses, concerns and struggles with a person who is sympathetic, non-judgemental and helpful ( 
our priest) . We are not always enthusiastic about going to confession but we very much appreciate 
being able to feel that sense of freedom and a new start that we get after receiving this sacrament. 
We appreciate the homilies within our own church, we find them spiritual and uplifting, but most of 
all we find them practical. We can use the reflections from the homilies in our daily lives. They help 
us. Fr Andy tells us how he prays when putting together his homilies and asks God to guide him. We 
can feel that when we hear the homilies. We appreciate that this Synod is not a reflection on the 
ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΤ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΦ tŀǊƛshioners 
were treated with sensitivity. It was devastating when we had to close the church doors but we 
appreciated the online Masses. We very much appreciated the opportunity to go to Adoration 
before Mass had started up again. Some of us attended and enjƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ [ƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ψ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ
  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Scandal over abuse, children taken away from single mothers ς accept mistakes & not be so 
secretive & dishonest. Dumbing down the liturgy ς not allowing Latin masses- why? Polarising & 
ŀƭƛŜƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ CŜŜƭ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ϧ ǎǳōŘǳŜŘΦ 5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ Ƨƻȅƻǳǎ όIƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ϧ 
ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ϧ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ CŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
power of Christ we cannot do anything) The scandal that some priests brought on the Church .No 
real apology. The damage that it has done to the Church and to the many good priests and clergy 
within the Church. We discussed how we feel the Church views people who could be perceived as 
different. We discussed the Church being judgemental at times. Mission: Our thoughts are turned to 
those outside the church walls  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Everyone is welcome ς being inclusive. We lack community. Not enough prayer groups, or outreach 
groups. Huge parish hall & not enough groups happening there. Involve the laity more, not just 
Priest & deacon led work, we need to empower lay people. The Church to discover how to present 
the Gospel as Good News ς make it life changing. We need to be evangelising. Dream to have 
different types of mass, for different groups & less polarisation. See life in the Church every Sunday. 
{ŜŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ϧ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨōŀŎƪΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ΨōŀŎƪΩΤ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳssed the idea of creating opportunities for people to meet Christ. How can we 
Řƻ ƛǘΚ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƻ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ 
having Rosary groups. We discussed how other denominations have opportunities for both 
parishioners and people outside to have an opportunity to meet for tea and coffee within the 
Church. Providing a deeper sense of community and maybe a chance to meet the Lord. Can we make 
our churches look more attractive with flowers, pots and hanging baskets. To make the Church more 
welcoming but even more importantly this would reflect our love for our church. Could churches 
create a display board featuring a focus on the church seasons; interesting facts about a saint, 
Prayers , other church topicsΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅΦ   
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Holy Family Church, Langley, Slough 
Process Used: 
Face to Face Groups and on-line groups  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻȅǎκŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΚ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω 
.ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ω Wƻȅ ς being part of a worshipping community 
ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ω {ǘƛƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ CƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
regular attendance at churŎƘΦ CƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ ω !ƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ ω tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿŀȅΦ ω {ƻ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ω DƛǾes an 
ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ω Dƭƻōŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΥ /!Ch5 ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ω !ǎ ŀ 
woman ς L ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ω Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘ Iƻƭȅ 
Family in a non-ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǿŀȅκ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ω bŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ω 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎκYƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ω IŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǊƛŦŜ ω {ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅκŎƻƴǾƛǾƛŀƭƛǘȅ 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ω aǳǎƛŎΗ ω hǳǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƎŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǊŀŎŜǎΣ ŜǘŎ ŜǘŎ ω tǊŀȅŜǊ ω Dƭƻōŀƭ ς I can go to 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ω tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ω tǊŀȅ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōŜƭƻƴƎ to a community, 
Catholic people and friendly and helpful. Meeting other Catholics make you see how much you have 
ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƻƴΦ ω 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ω .ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω [Ŝǎǎ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƭƛǎƳ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς 
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ Wƻȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ω tŜŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ω ²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ Ψŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩΦ ω {ƻŎƛŀƭ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜƴǎŜ 
ω /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŜƭǇǎ ς ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΗ ω aƻǊŀƭ 
guƛŘŀƴŎŜ ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ω .ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀŦǘŜǊƭƛŦŜ ω ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎΣ ¢ƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ¢ƘŜ /ƭŜǊƎȅκwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΣ ¢ƘŜ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ hŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊǇǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ω ¢ƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ω .ǊƛƴƎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻme on weekend every time is 
ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ω bƻǘ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ōƻƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ω [ŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƘŀǾŜ 
ŜƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ω 
Respect to learn and grow in confidŜƴŎŜ ω 9ƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ω ¢ƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ω 
Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜ ω IƻƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω 9ƴƧƻȅ ōeing 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω {ƻƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω tƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ς our Church is 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ω L ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ω CǊ YŜǾƛƴ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǳǎ ω {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ω 
LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǘȅ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω [ƻǾŜΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŎŀǊŜ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Ƴŀǎǎ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω CƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
caring group with thŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜΦ ω ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƭŀǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ς singing/choir, psalms, 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ω IŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘκǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Řŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ ω wŜŀl presence of Christ at 
ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ω {ŀƳŜ aŀǎǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣΦ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ϧ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ω /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
irrespective of wealth, race or position in ƭƛŦŜ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω 
CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ω {ƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ς local, 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ϧ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ω 9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ω .ŜƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘΧ ω .Ŝƛƴg able 
ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ƳǳǎƛŎ ω 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω YƴƻǿƛƴƎ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω .ŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ω tǊŀȅŜǊ ω aȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ ω !Ǌǘ ϧ aǳǎƛŎ ω /ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ω .ŀǎƛŎ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ω {ŀƴŎǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ω LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ω ¢ǊǳŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω wƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ω ¦ƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ω 
Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ω 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω DƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǎǎ ω DƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ς 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω 
[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ω {ƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ω {ŀƳŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ω IǳƳŀƴ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ω Wƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ω 
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LƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƛǾŜ ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ω aƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅ ǊƻǎŀǊȅ ω tŀǇŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ω ¢ƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ω aŀǎǎ ω Wƻȅ ƻŦ aŀǎǎ ω wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ω ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ω 
CŀƛǘƘŜǊ ω CŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ω CǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω [ƻǾŜ ω DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ω {ŜƴǎŜ 
ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ όуύ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ {ŀŦŜ ω LƴŎŜƴǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ω DƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ω IŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŀƭƳ 
Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ω YƴƻǿƛƴƎ L ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ω Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ω 5ŜŜǇŜƴƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω ¢ƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ όоύ ω L ŀƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ω CǊŜǎƘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎκŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΚ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ [ŀǘƛƴ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 
liturgy ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ω .ǳǎȅ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ω aŀȅōŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω 5ŜǇŜƴŘŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ς ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΗ ω Lǎ ǘƘŜ [D.¢ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΗ 
ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘƻƭŘ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ω !ǊŜ 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ω bƻǘ ŀǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘƘŜƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ω ²ƻƳŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ω bƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ ω bƻǘ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜΦƎΦ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ [.D¢Σ ŜǘŎ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ 
ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ ω 9ƴƎŀƎŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ω ²Ƙȅ Ƴŀǎǎ ƛƴ [ŀǘƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΚ ω tǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ 
the same waȅΦ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω aƛȄŜŘ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ω bƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅκǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭƛŦŜ ω bƻǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ǘƻƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ω hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω bŜǿ 
generation like my boys, worry that they may not continue the responsibility and obligation of going 
ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ω 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜ ω tŀǊƛǎƘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ω aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ω {ŎƘƻƻƭκ/ƘǳǊŎƘ ω /ƭŜǊƎȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻƻ 
ƭƻǿ ω ¢ŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ω DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ Ǝŀȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ω ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ς they spoke bad about 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƛǎƳ ω 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ς coming to church, more access to priests and religious occasioƴǎ ω 
{ŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴκŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ς accessibility to hear, loss of 
ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƴƻƛǎŜǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ω LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ Ƴŀƴȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ω {ƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎt that was generally criticised ς abuse 
ōȅ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƴǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƻƻ ǊƛƎƛŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ω aŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ 
people ς ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ω wǳƭŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ω 5ƻƎƳŀ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƭŜǾŜƭΗ ω LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ω ¢ƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ ω hǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ 
ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΗ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎǘƛƎƳŀ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜ ω ²Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ώǎǘƛƎƳŀ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜϐΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ ω hǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƻǊ ƪƴƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ, sometimes 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊŜŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ ω 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΦ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ς ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜΗ ω 
Women priests/nuns and equality before God ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ 
ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ω 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ [D.¢ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ω /ƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŦŀƴŀǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ω {ƻǊǊƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω IƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻΧǘŀƭƪ ω 9ȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
ϧ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όŜΦƎΦ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ Ǝŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜύ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ω wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ω 
Confidence to share our faith with other people (we are a bit passive ς compared to other 
faiths/religions) and winning more young people in our community. More vibrant young community. 
ω 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴκȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ ω IƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ ω [ŀŎƪ 
ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ω 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ω CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜǎ ς thou 
ǎƘŀƭǘ ƴƻǘ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨƴƻǊƳΩ ω hƭŘ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ω bƻǘ 
aŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ϧ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎ ω aƻǎǘƭȅ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎκǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω wƻƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ω DǊŜŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎ ƎƻŜǊǎ ōǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ω aƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ω bƻǘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘanging the deposit of faith 
ω 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜ ω tƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƭǎ ω {ƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ω !ōǳǎŜ ω bƻǘ 
ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ω 5ŀƳŀƎŜŘ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ω /ƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ω IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾƛǘȅκǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ς Cruelty ς bǳƴǎ ω 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǾƻƛŎŜ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ω /ƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ω aƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ω IƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ όƳŀƭŜ 
ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘύ ω !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ω tŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƳƛƴŘŜŘƴŜǎǎ ω 
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hǾŜǊǘƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω 5ƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƛŦŜ ω {ŜŎǳƭŀǊƛǎŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ω 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴg 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω .ŀŘ ǇǊŜǎǎ ω [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ΨwŜŘ aŀǎǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎŀƭ ω IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ Ƴȅ 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ω [ƻǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όнύ ω /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ω 9ƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ω Iƻǿ ǘƻ 
encourage people to return  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭΚ ω CŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΣ ōǳǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ƛΦŜΦ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ 
ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀǎǎ ω !Ŏǘǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƴŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇκŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ω CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ω 
LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƛΦŜΦ !ƭǘŀǊ {ŜǊǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ω ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ς locally and through the Vatican 
news ς !ƴƎŜƭǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ω /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ω ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ 
and format of mass ς Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ω aƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ω ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ω wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ω ²Ŝ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ω tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΗ ω tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
prayer together. Celebrate all the different feasts such as Easter, Christmas, fasting during Lent, 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎΣ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ω ±ŜǊȅ 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΗ ω 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ς all nationalities together. Feel as one 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ƎƻΦ ω tƻƳǇ ϧ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ω /!Ch5 ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ω [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦ ω ²Ŝ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƘŜƴ 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ ω Lƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴd all are accepted and valued, even 
ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ ω tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ς 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ ω CƻƻŘōŀƴƪΣ /!Ch5 ω tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Church community and outsiŘŜ όƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǿƻǊƪύ ω aǳƭǘƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƛǎƳ ϧ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ŀƭƭ ς a model 
ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǌǳƴ ω [ŀȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ω LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ω hŎǘ wƻǎŀǊȅ ƛƴ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΦ ω {ȅƴƻŘ ς ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ω .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ς WŜǊƻƳŜ DǊƻǳǇ ω hƴƭƛƴŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ω Sharing in the 
9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ω [ŀǊƎŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ς 
ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ω .ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω .ŜǊŜŀǾŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎκ.ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ω DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘƛǊŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ω 
!ŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘ όƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎύ ω IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ όƛƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳύ ω L Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ L Ŏŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ όǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴύ ω Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ 
brainwashŜŘ ω ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƴƻǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ω ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎ ς ǊŜŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ω ¢ƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ /ŜƭƛōŀŎȅ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ to people ς /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ω ¢ƘŜ 
{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ω tŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ω hƴŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ω ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ wŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ω hǳǊ tƻǇŜ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ς ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ω ²Ŝ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ω hǳǊ 
Synod is giving us an opportunƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ Dƭƻōŀƭ ς we know what to expect in all 
/ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΦ ω DƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǘƻ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ω aŀǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ω .ŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ω {ǘŀrting to 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜκŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǘ ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ ω ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ {ȅƴƻŘ ω aƛȄ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎκŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ς Leadership Propheǘ ω DƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ω 
tƻǇŜ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƴƻǘ ǊǳƭŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ω {ǘŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǇŜƴΗ ό/ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎύ ω 
wŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ω CǊŀǘŜƭƭƛ ¢ǳǘǘƛ ω aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ω aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪ ω aƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
ω 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ω tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ω hƴƭƛƴŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ όaƛƴƛǎǘǊȅύ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ω hǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ω DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ω wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω hǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ω 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ IŜŀƭǘƘ ω [ƛǘǳǊƎȅκ/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΣ /!Ch5Σ CƻƻŘōŀƴƪΣ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ in 
9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ Ψ{ƳŜƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭƭǎΩ ±ƛǎǳŀƭΣ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊȅ ŜǘŎΦΦΦ aŀƪƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ŀƴ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ω wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ω IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅΣ CƻƻŘōŀƴƪΣ /!Ch5Σ bƛƎƘǘ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŜǘŎΧ ω DƛǾŜǎ 
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clear guidance on morality and ethical issues, focus on importance of kindness and aspiring to live in 
ŀ ǿŀȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǘƘƴƛŎƛǘȅ ω YŜŜǇǎ 
spreading and teŀŎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦ !ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŀōƭŜ ω ! ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΣ wŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΣ 
Choir, Music etc. Inclusive, celebrates differences in culture and provides opportunities for 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω wŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦ {Ƙƻǿǎ 
ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ ω .ǊƛƴƎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǿŀƭƪǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ .ǊƛƴƎǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ ƳŜΦ ω 
Maintains tradition, has never responded negatively to critics, Charitable organisations, this Synod 
ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƛǘȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀǎƪǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ L [ƻǾŜ ƛǘǎ 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ω 9ƴƎŜƴŘŜǊǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΦ ω ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ L ŀƳ L ŦŜŜƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
global Catholic Community. We ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ aŀǎǎ ōǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ ω DƻƻŘ 
[ƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ω [ƛǾŜƭȅ ω 
tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇǎ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǎǘǎ ω /ŀǊƛƴƎ ω 5ƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ όпύ ω tǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ω DƻƻŘ ŀǘ 
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ όнύ ω aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω !ƭƭ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀƛǘȅ ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ω ²Ŝƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ω wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ω aƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ όнύ ω LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭΚ ω L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ 
ministry. Both the Catholic and the wider Church needs to work on showing hospitalitȅ ω aŀƪƛƴƎ 
provision for LGBT groups e.g. the mass for gay people was stopped by the Catholic Church making 
ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω 5ŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ς although 
ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ς I am probably speaking from my 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ω LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ω bƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōǳǘ 
it seems to be more focused on becoming more like the modern world ς ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅΦ ω bŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω bŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω aŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ to young 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ω !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴŎȅ ŀǘ ¦ƴƛ ω 
/ǊŜŀǘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǳƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ōƛŀǎ ω ¢ƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ω Lƴ ǘŜǊms of negative impact, we feel that the 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƪƛŘǎΦ ω 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ω bƻǘ 
flexible in bending ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ω LǘΩǎ ŀ Ǉƛǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎ ω [ŜǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ²ƻƳŜƴ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
aŀǊǊƛŜŘ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ω 
LƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ¢ŜŎƘ ǎŀǾǾȅ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ω 5ŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ 
priest or server ς Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ƻŦŦ ω 5ƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ω 
Nuns ς ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǎΦ ω bƻǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴΦ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ Ǝǳƛƭǘ 
ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ω wǳƭŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ω .ŀŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
ƴƻǘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ω bƻƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ω {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ tƻǇŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω 
9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳκǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ ω ¦ƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ōƛŀǎ ς against women 
by soƳŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛǘȅΦ ω ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ ω {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ϧ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΦ ω bƻǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ς role of women, child 
ŀōǳǎŜΣ Ǝŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΧ ω Ψ[ƻǎƛƴƎΩ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω 9ȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ [D.¢Σ ŜǘŎύ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ ω .Ŝ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ω /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ω 
{ŎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ΚΚΚ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
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ǿƛǘƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ω IŜƭǇ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω .ǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ /ƘǳǊŎƘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
do GardeniƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω ¢ŀƭƪ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀŎŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ω aŀƪŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ω aŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω 5ƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ about recruiting 
ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ ω tƻƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀǎ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ς 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΗ ω 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω 9ȄǘŜƴŘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
²ƻƳŜƴ ω .ǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ̧ ƻǳǘƘ ω .ƛƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ω CŀŎŜ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƭŘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ω [ƛƴƪ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ω bŜǿ 5ŀȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ω DƛǾŜ 
the Youth a Voice ς ŀ /ƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΗ ω {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ aŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ω .ǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
together fƻǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aŀǎǎŜǎ ω ±ŜǊȅ ǇƻƻǊ ŀǘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ŜŘƎŜ ƻǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ω 
²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƭΚ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƻŜǊǎ ω bƻǘ ŜƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ω 
[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎύ ω wŜcruitment of 
ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ω ¢ŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘŜŜƴǎ ω bƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻǊ 
ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ω 9ȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ω bƻǘ ƻǊŘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ω wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ς 
5ŜŀŎƻƴǎΚ tǊƛŜǎǘǎΚ ω {ƭƻǿ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ω bƻǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ω 
tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ω 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘǎΚ ω IŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻƴƭȅ 
ōȅ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ω {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ω bƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ς ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜǎ ω aŜƴ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ω 
aƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ω bƻ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ω /ƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ω 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ω {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ς ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ω 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ω 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ŜǘŎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ω wǳƭŜǎ ω 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƛƴƎ ω DŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ω 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ω ¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ƭŀȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω ¢ƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎ ω bƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ω {ƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
ŘŜƭǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛǎŜŘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƳŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ Church and some are not prepared for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ω hŦǘŜƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŜƴǘƛǘƛŜǎΦ hǇŜƴ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ ω 
Being silent when socio-ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƻǎ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ω bƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ aƻǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
ǘƻ aŀǎǎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ aŀǊǊȅΦ ω Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ 
need help in dealing with pressure and needs of diverse communities. Maybe wrong priest I wrong 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻǊ ōȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ 
marginalised people i.e. Divorcees. Some (not ŀƭƭύ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ Řƻ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ω {ƻƳŜ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘΦ ω {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ω 
¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘǳƴƴŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 9ΦƎΦ 
Gay people being unable to marry or be christened in the Church. Abortion and contraception ruling. 
ω bƻǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƛƴƎΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¦ƴŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ōƛŀǎ ōȅ ƭŀƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛǾŜΦ ω ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǎŜ what we do, perhaps thinking we 
will be frowned upon. Some events not mentioned in our church when they are mentioned 
nationally or even in our community. Not good at including LGBT or the divorced, Tackling concerns 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭΦ ω {ƭƻǿ to address scandal and abuse. Still very paternalistic and 
authoritarian. Slow to develop role of women Deacons. Not recognising birth control and making 
couples feel guilty when they wish to limit their family. Not allowing people who have been in 
abusivŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀǊǊȅ ƻǊ ōŜ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜƳŀǊǊȅΦ ω 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘȅ L ōŜƭƻƴƎ ω ²ƘŜƴ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω 5ƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ όнύ ω IŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜǎ ω ¢ƻ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ω wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ω tŀǎǘ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ƘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
world  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΚ ω ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ in the Catholic church 
e.g. in the leadership, saints, rosary books and holy communion cards, and other images so that all 
Ƴŀȅ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ω ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ wŀŎƛŀƭ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ - 
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reflecting on human diversity and thanking God for all that He has made in humanity as well as 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
to follow the teachings of the Church and get comfort and solace despite the difficult times we live 
in ω ! ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜǎ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ 
ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ ω ¢ƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
social media and technologically savvy as we have experienced during the pandemic as well as being 
more creative in reaching ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ω ¢ƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎŀǊȅ ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ 
ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ω ¢ƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǉŀǎǘ ω ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 
ŀ ŘƛǾƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ω ¢ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ŘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜƳ ƘŀǊŘ 
and difficult because in Christ we find true rŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ΨƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ω ²ƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ω 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛǉǳŜ ω ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ 
are warmlȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ω tǊƻǇŜǊ ƳƛŘƴƛƎƘǘ Ƴŀǎǎ ω !ƭƭ 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅΣ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŀǎ ƴƻǿ ω aƻǊŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω aŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω aƻǊŜ Ŧƭexible rules. Acceptance 
ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎΣ ŜǘŎ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ ω LƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƧǳŘƎŜΦ ω aƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ω LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŀǎ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜΦ LΩƳ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǎƻǳƭΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎΦ bƻǿ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘŜǊΦ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŀǎ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω tŀǊŜƴǘǎ controlling 
children ς ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǎΣ ƴƻ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ω aƻǊŜ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ ω .ǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎǎ όƘȅƳƴǎύ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǊƘȅǘƘƳ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƴƎΦ ω L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘo be more outgoing and happy with different 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ω hƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀƭƭ Ƴŀȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǊ ω ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
people interesǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ ω IŜŀǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ω 
¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ƻǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΗ ω CƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜŀǳǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƴŀǎǎ ω CƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƻƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ω CƻŎǳǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǳƴǿƻǊǘƘȅΣ ƎǳƛƭǘȅΣ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ ω tŀȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƛǎƳΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ Řifferent churches and communities, to bring together different 
ŦŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ όǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƭŀȄ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊύΦ ω aŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƴƎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ŘǊŀƳŀΣ ŘŀƴŎŜΧΦ ω ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘre of the 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜǎΦ ω 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳκǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ς 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΦ ω !ƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 
irrespective of race, gender or age ς as was given to ǳǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎŀƳŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ όƳŀƪŜ ϧ ŦŜƳŀƭŜύΦ ω 
¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ω CƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ōƻȅǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜȅ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŎŀƭƭǎΦ ω CŀǘƘŜǊ YŜǾƛƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ 
ω aƻǊŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ōƻȅǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻȅǎ ω bƻ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎΦ ω IŀǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻȅǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƛŎƪΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ help of women. Some are 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΣ ǎƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΦ ω ¢Ǌȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘΣ ƎŀȅΣ 
ǳƴƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ω 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƳΦ ω 
Have women Deacons again to help with parish ǿƻǊƪΦ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ 
are. Although we are different in our thoughts, minds, upbringing we all love God! And God loves us 
ōŀŎƪ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΦ ω ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ 
(people, parishioners) can see and have a moment of awakening to reject wrongdoings and be 
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ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅΣ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘΦ ω aƻǊŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω 
Involved in decision-making ς ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ ω hǊŘƛƴation of women in the 
ŘŜŀŎƻƴŀǘŜ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ϧ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΦ ω CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
the Heaven! I wish for our Church and RC Leaders to follow with set of rules, love and passion and 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΧΦŦƻǊ ǳǎ όǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΗ ω 
aƻǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ όŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴύ ω {ƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ όƭƛƪŜ Ƴƛƴƛ {ȅƴƻŘǎύ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ƭƻǾƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ ω ! ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ƻǳǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ω ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǝrows 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜǎ ω aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ς 
IƻǇŜΣ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΣ ƭƻǾŜ ω ! ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω 
IŀǾƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ω aƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΗ ω ! ƳƻǊŜ 
inclusive church ς ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭΦ ω .Ŝ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ω 9ƴŘ ŎƭƛǉǳŜǎ ς ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ω ! 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
action at ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ω tŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 
Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ω 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ω tŀǊƛǎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ω !ŎǘƛǾŜ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ω !ƭƭ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻ-exisǘ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ω ! ΨƭƻǾŜΩ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǊǎǘƛƴƎ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀƳǎ ω ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴΗ ω aƻŘŜǊƴ ς communications, ideas, 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 
ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ŘƻŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜ ω ²ƛŘŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ω /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω 
/ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω YŜŜǇ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǳǎ ω 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ω 
9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ω 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƛƴƎ ς ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ƭŀǇǎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ω WƻƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ω !ƭƭ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōȅ ²ƻƳŜƴ рл҈ ŀƴŘ aŜƴ рл҈ ω ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω [ŀƛǘȅ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ω hǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω aƻǊŜ 
ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ω hǇŜƴ ǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ όŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘύ ƛƴ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇκŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
ω ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ Ŏŀƴƻƴ ƭŀǿ ƻƴ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ ω ¢ƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ κ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ 
ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ Σ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ω ¸ƻǳǘƘ ς ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ω aŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
people to shaǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ω aƻǊŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎκtƭŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ  
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Immaculate Heart of Mary, Great Missenden 
 
Process Used: 
 Small group discussions after weekend Masses  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 A sense of belonging ς A Church that goes back to the apostles and Jesus, worldwide, with a sense 
of purpose and meaning providing time for reflection, a sense of belonging worldwide, being part of 
a loving, Christian parish community feeling wanted and supported knowing that help would be 
there if needed. Community is critical with an obligation to support all. To be a Catholic means living 
in a Christian way, to love and care for neighbours, giving purpose and meaning to life, having time 
for reflection, shared faith and purpose, with a framework of moral guidelines around my family 
relationships. It means everything to me as He loves me and everyone with a sense of structure for 
my life. I feel safe in the love and help of God. Called to a higher sense of morality; the mystery, 
which might differ from the majority with a sense of the spiritual and embraced by the doctrine. 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛƴ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΣ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
others and serve God at the centre of life. It is something you live during the day with the belief in 
life after death, with Jesus coming into me and becoming part of me in the Eucharist. Catholicism 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŎƘƻǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ L5Σ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳe as my name, my 
ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 5b!Φ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
with 2000 years if continuity, with robust moral traditions, a steadying influence and it would be 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ LΩƳ Ŏonfident in whatever Church I go to, with familiarity with Mass 
and the Sacraments especially on being pardoned, to give focus to my personal life and community. 
It is comforting to have a formal organized means of worship, participating in Masses and 
communicating with God. It would be difficult to live without it. Both my parents were Catholics, so 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
Church, it felt like I had come home. Having grown up in the former Yugoslavia it meant opposing 
the Communist dictatorship. It means keeping the tradition. Vatican II changed my life when the 
ŜŎǳƳŜƴƛŎŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ ōƛǎƘƻǇǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ tƻǇŜ WƻƘƴ ··LLLΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ƴƻǘ 
being a Catholic, other ChuǊŎƘŜǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƻƴŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ 
with Christian values, to reach out to other Christian religions and try harder for reconciliation, to 
engage more with young in schools, to have youth clubs which are not limited to Catholics. Q1a 
²Ƙŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘΚ ¢ƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ CǊ !ƭŜǎǎŀƴŘǊƻ Ƙŀǎ 
shown openness especially in his way with the young people. He, together with the deacons, are a 
huge asset to our parishioners, they provide a reality check with real-world experience and perhaps 
a different perspective in terms of spirituality and connection with the church. In the past we were 
blest with really beautiful liturgies for example watching before the Blessed Sacrament on Maundy 
Thursday which was very heavenly. This splendour gives you connection to God. We think we need a 
renaissance of beauty of services like this. I experienced joy when a non-Catholic brought me back to 
Church, by reconciling religion and science for me. My daughter stayed in the Church largely as a 
result of another parishioner who encouraged her and enabled her to become a Eucharistic ministry. 
The sight of 46 youngsters (5-12) who used to come along to this parish every Friday after school for 
RE classes; and ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ LΩƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ {ŀŘƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 
the Catholic Church as too exclusive and tainted with financial scandals and immorality. Pro-choice 
Catholicism exists. The Church has confused too many people over its teachings and moral 
orthodoxy. It pains us that priests act as mini-ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅ 
from priest to priest. Covid has had a negative effect on our parish specially that our church is no 
longer open in the daytime. Sharing of priests is proving too difficult as well. We lost a lot in terms of 
devotions to Our Lady, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary which we believe should be reinstated. A lot 
of children are not going to Church anymore, so we need to do more on this. Q1b What insights do 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅΦ L ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ 
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ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ōǳǘ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ƘŜƭǇǎΦ 
Its ok to have doubts. I am honoured and humbled to have an intimate relationship with Jesus. I 
have occasional moments of encouragement: very occasionally things happen that are difficult to 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǘŀƪŜ 
them as encouragement. We need to pray and listen, to practice Jesus teaching, including visiting 
the poor in spirit. It helps me to see the best in people not the worst, reminding us to love our 
neighbour and be forgiving. It encourages me to develop the best version of myself, whilst realising 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƳŜ ƛǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
love. Being a Christian gives a wider perspective. Community spirit is critical. It is difficult to meet 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ŝxpectations of being a Catholic. I married a non-Catholic in another church and felt I 
always had to defend my faith. My children were baptised but did not go to Catholic school but the 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘ LIa ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ мфтлΩǎ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŘiscovery of faith.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The IHM Parish in Great Missenden is a little community of people where you can receive warm 
welcome and express spirituality. You can find these manifest in many different ways like the 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ {±tΩǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŎƪΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
thriving parish prayer group and it would be good to reinstate this. Here there is good access to 
sacraments and strong lay participation. When I arrived in Buckinghamshire, I did rounds of the local 
churches. Then when I came here, I had a strong feeling of peace and serenity. For me it was the 
closest thing to St. Edmund Campion that I could find. I feel part of the community, and this has 
been particularly noticeable over the past three years. In the past, nobody talked to me, now I come 
down to coffee and socialise. I feel that the parish has done a great job in fostering inquiry and 
openness, community activities, promoting communications and socialisation through the after-
mass coffee morning and mince pies and carols evening during Christmas time. During the 
ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ 
mass. Fr. Alessandro has done a lot to pull things together with the support of Keyna and Deacon 
Peter. The livestreaming of mass has helped enormously in these challenging times and more 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ L ŀƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ aŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ LǘΩǎ 
amazing that this small parish has produced 5 permanent deacons over the years. They help in many 
ways like supporting the parish activities such as Parish Missions, Lighthouse, SVP and Emmaus 
House ς Acton Homeless Concern and of course, sharing Eucharist. Perhaps this was brought about 
by the strong foundation laid by the Sacred Hearts Fathers (SSCC). The religious spirit given to my 
ǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΣ ǎŀŘƭȅΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǿ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ 
he will return. I hope the pariǎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
parish. In the past there was also a sense of hypocrisy where a relative was rejected because of 
being divorced particularly in the light of recent events. Nevertheless, this is a parish of volunteers 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ ! tt/ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ LIa ŀƴŘ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎΦ ! ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
national representation and guidance at times of national problems. Lastly, the universal church is 
doing well as it provides leadership on an international stage, a voice on international affairs and a 
unifying approach to global issues. While IHM has a thriving Catholic community, there are also 
some challenges and difficult experiences.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
The approach of the Universal Church is anachronistic regarding the authority of clergy and curia and 
enforces celibacy of clergy, while failing to acknowledge the role of women. It compels Mass 
attendance, which takes away from what Catholicism offers. The Catholic Church hierarchy is badly 
out of touch with its people, with other Christian denominations and with the times. It assumes to 
itself a right of overly filtering the Gospel message. Being a Christian has a wider perspective than is 
presented by the hierarchy. The Church is perceived to be too exclusive. It has lost a lot and we need 
to get back to devotions to Our Lady, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Confirmation at 11 presents 
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difficulties with youth being far too young. On a parish level there may be no activities for young 
ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
church anymore. The congregation is getting older, albeit still strong and Covid has had a massive 
negative effect on this age group. Within communities we could be more welcoming and accepting 
to other Christian groups. Diocesan leadership is present but not seen as very relevant, seemingly 
only passing on dictats from the curia. The perception is also that the universal Church protects 
wrong-doers and needs humility for wrong-doing. Abuse has made the Church a mockery and there 
was great anger at letting the prime minister get married in Westminster Cathedral and not 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŀƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŜrceived as corrupt, with scandals, 
ƛƳƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƳƛǎƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ 
non-Catholics. Too many people have been confused over its teachings and moral orthodoxy. 
However it has successfully resisted some of the worst excesses of modern life. The Church needs to 
see beyond canon law which inhibits the law of love. The Church needs to stand up to evils in society 
like abortion. On the other hand, pro-Choice Catholicism exists. It is quite hard to share a priest and 
some priests are mini dictators in some parishes and there is a lack of consistency from priest to 
priest. There are difficulties with some priests. The perception of some groups in the laity presented 
difficulties with particular priests, with elements seeking to break things apart. That being said there 
should be more lay participation with training for the laity.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
We desire a broad Church with more priests, with married priests, as former Anglican priests are 
allowed to continue to be married. A greater role for women, beginning with women deacons, then 
women to be included at the upper level and a universal Church where any appropriate person can 
be a priest, bishop or Pope. Our dream would be for a Church that represents and includes all ages 
and genders, with no restrictions to re-marriage and the blessing of gay marriages. We recognise the 
need for Canon law to be relevant to the twenty first century. Our hope would be for a Universal 
Church where the goodness and wisdom of the hierarchy is recognised on the international scene, 
where authority of leadership is justified by wisdom and love, which relates to the laity and not just 
scholarship; a Church which includes two important traits: Grace and Faithfulness. We look for a 
Church where there is a feeling of the spirit moving in the congregation. Our vision is of a Universal 
Church where sacraments are relevant to the laity and a source of blessing, truly exemplifying 
goodness, truth and beauty, keeping at its heart what Jesus would say and do, with conversion in the 
heart of the listener. We seek a Church that is inclusive, especially to those currently denied the 
sacraments, with the introduction of RCIA for non-cradle Catholics. We recognise the need for a 
welcoming community which is inclusive. The joy of worship should be evident as we build an active 
community, developing the social aspect of the Church. The community should be able to join in 
services, receive sacraments and offer their abilities. A priority should be to involve youngsters and 
ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ нлΩǎ ŀƴŘ олΩǎΦ /ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎΥ ōŜƴŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ 
Rosary, First Fridays and consider whether we confer sacraments too early and consider 
confirmation of children at 16. The role of the diocese should include parochial development and 
represent the Church in the media. The diocese would increasingly provide more training and 
formation for the laity and endeavour to make the Church more relevant, bringing it into schools to 
show its relevance to their future. There should be more support for the clergy, with home visits 
from the priest available and more accessibility of the priest, with the disclosure of their mobile 
phone number and email address. We desire that all Christian churches be united from the top 
down with the unification of all Christian churches.  
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Our Lady Immaculate and St Ethelberts 
Process Used: 
Announced to Parish at mass Forms with 4 questions left for parishioners to complete and submit in 
box provided in church Formal session advertised and held mid January (approx 50-60 attendees) All 
responses are supplied via following notes  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 COMMON THEMES: 1. The Belief in the Word of God and the Eucharistic 2. Acceptance of the 
Teachings of Jesus 3. Belonging to a Community of likeminded people 4. Strong Faith in God 5. 
{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ hōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ сΦ tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
precepts/teachings of the church with Christ as the Head of the Church and we the lay people who 
make up the church. Attending Sunday mass and on days of obligations. Going to regular confession. 
¢ŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 
Jesuǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΦ ω ¢ƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ 
when we recite the I Believe at mass. To read the word of God: Seek his face and read his book (To 
seek the face of Jesus Christ and read the word of God ς The Bible). To believe in the salvation story. 
ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ κ 
Ƴŀǎǎ κ ǎƻƴƎ ω ! ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ς ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƳŀǎǎΣ Iƻƭȅ IƻǳǊΣ wƻǎŀǊȅ ω ¢ƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŘŜŜŘǎΣ ǘƻ 
have someone/somewhŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŘΣ ŦŜŜƭ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŜǘŎ ω tǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
a Catholic, the church which was instituted by Jesus Christ. Following the footsteps of Jesus Christ. It 
ƛǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΦ ω Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀse my faith under the 
ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΣ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ 
ŀƴ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω ¢ƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ т ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω [ƛǾŜ ŀ 
life worthy of going to heaven ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ω ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ω ²ŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
comƳƻƴ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ω ²ŀȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ω ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ω [ƛǾŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ƻǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ L ŦŜŜƭ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ 
ǎƻƻƴ ω L ŦŜŜƭ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ω ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ω ¢ƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ω ¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘ ω ¢ƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŀǘƘ ω ¢ƻ 
ǎǇǊŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ω ¢ƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ω ¢ƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ humble cause Jesus chose the simple / humble and follow up to the end 
ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ω L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
DƻŘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΦ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ mass, practicing 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƳƻǊŀƭǎ ŜǘŎΦ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ L 
truly belong in this massive community. It makes me a part of them and also shows I am a part of the 
ƭƻƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ κ ǇŀǘƘ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦǊŜŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 
Earth. When God sent Jesus down to earth to take away our sins so that we may have a free and 
Ƙƻƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŀƭǎ ǎŀƛŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ω ¢ƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ 
DƻŘ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘ ω /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ω aȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ƛǘǎ Řƛrection and a pattern for how I can live 
Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ω CƻŎǳǎŜǎ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙƻǿ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ς {ǘŀǊǘǎ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ κ tŀǊƛǎƘ ς Another 
family that you grow ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ω tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ω L ŀƳ 
grateful to be born a cradle catholic because I am very proud of my catholic faith. It is a true religion 
ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ω L ŦŜŜƭ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀƭƪ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ω L 
ŦŜŜƭ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŜ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ 
ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ ω 9ŀŎƘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 
with genuine sinŎŜǊƛǘȅΣ IŜǊŜ L ŀƳ [ƻǊŘΣ L ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ !Ƴ L ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ ω ¢ƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻƴ 
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how we are so blessed to have the true faith ς the sacraments and the Mass. Can we share this faith 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ κ Ƴŀǎǎ κ ǎƻƴƎ ω ! ²ŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ς ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǎǎΣ Ƙƻƭȅ ƘƻǳǊΣ ǊƻǎŀǊȅ ω ¢ƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 
good deeds, to be someone somŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΣ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŘΣ ŦŜŜƭ ƘŀǇǇȅ ŜǘŎ ω 
tǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ω CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ω Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀrd to increase 
my faith under the guidance of the Pope all his entire Bishops, Priests and all other members of the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω ¢ƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ т ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω Lǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾersal family of love and understanding presided upon by his 
IƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƛƴ wƻƳŜ ω [ƻǾŜ ω CŀƳƛƭȅ ω ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ω /ƘŀƴƎŜ [ƛŦŜ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘ ω wŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ς ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ς DƻŘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ω {trength 
ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǘƘƻǎ ω aŜ ŀǎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ 
ω 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ω {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Eucharist of God and growing by adopting the sacraƳŜƴǘǎ ω {ƛƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
having the richness of my beliefs and my ability to deal with daily tasks together with our God  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
COMMON THEMES: 1. Observance of mass and sacraments 2. Cultural diversity but together in one 
faith and belief 3. Parishioner Involvement 4. Charitable support 5. When we pray together but also 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ сΦ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ω hǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
conducting regular / weekly Friday Holy Hour services (1st Friday of the month). We are indeed 
ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜҐŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Reconciliation in our parish is held on a regular basis. This is not being done in other Parishes and we 
ŀǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
/ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴκw/L! ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎκǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǘ {ǘ 9ǘƘŜƭōŜǊǘΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΦ ω .ŀǇǘƛǎƳǎ ǘƻƻ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ a regular basis in our parish with 
the appropriate guidelines given to parents and god-ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ω ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘΣ CǊ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 
for placing an additional service at a short notice for all Souls Day (in 2021) in the evening, which 
enabled those woǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ CǊ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 
ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ Iƻƭȅ IƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 
hectic week for services on 31st Dec/1st Jan & 2nd Jan, alongside the blessing received by the 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ 
ƛΦŜΦ ½ƛƳōŀōǿŜ /ƘƻƛǊΣ Dƻŀƴ /ƘƻƛǊΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴŀǎǎ ω 
/ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ Řƻ Dƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ω ¢ƘŜ hǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛng Catholic to belong / never be alone 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω [ŀƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ω CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
[ŀƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ω Lǘ 
makes the ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ т ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ω 
tǊŀƛǎŜ ϧ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ω 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ! ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ 
outside barbecue. This was very successful because of the organisation. Tickets were made and we 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ CƻƻŘ ϧ 5Ǌƛƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ ω IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛŎƪ ω 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ω {ŀȅƛƴƎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ω 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ω bƻǘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ 
ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ω 9ǉǳŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ω wŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎ ω 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ L 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ L ŦŜŜƭ ƘŀǇǇȅ L ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ DƻŘ ω L ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ church 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ω ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƎƻƻŘ ω ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω 
9ǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω aŀƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ω ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ω L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
beauty of the music / choir helps us the congregation to help participate within the mass as well as 
making the worship of God more joyful and alive. Additionally, the decorations add to the point of 
mass beƛƴƎ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƛǾŜΦ ω bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ κ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ /ƻǾƛŘ-19 is 
ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ 
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readings of the old and new testaments and the holy gospels helps me understand the journey that I 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ω CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻŜǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀǎǎ 
smoothly and make everyone feel involved and that they feel comfortable during the time in the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω !ƭƭ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ω 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴƻǿ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΣ /ƭŜǊƎȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜƘŀǾŜ ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ L Ŏŀƴ 
ŎƻǇŜ ω {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ ω tŀǊƛǎƘΥ .ǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ω Improving 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω !ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊƻǿ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ω IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƘƻƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
that invite us to think about how we can apply thŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎ ω {Ƴŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ƻǊ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ǳǎΦ ω {ŜƴǎŜ 
of appreciating others cultures, i.e. Zimbabwe Choir, Goan Choir, when people speak in their own 
language in ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴŀǎǎ ω /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƻǊƪ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ Řƻ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ω ¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ κ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ω CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ involvement of the parishioners to 
participate in different types ς ω Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ т 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω /ŀŦƻŘΣ /ŀƴǘƻƴΣ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Catholic Church and many other institutions as living examples of the way the Church is doing many 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƭƭ ω DƛǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŜǘŎ ω IƻƭƛŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ κ ŀŘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ κ 
Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ κ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ w/L! ω ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ω YŜŜǇƛƴƎ the 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ω aƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ϧ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ω IƻƭŘ DƻƻŘ aŀǎǎ ς especially 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ω ¢ƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƨƻȅƻǳǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ ω 9ƳōǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭities as part of the church being no 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ω /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ϧ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƘƻƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 
people in difficult times offering solace in the word of God and the knowledge of God being 
omnipresent and with us at all times  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
COMMON THEMES: 1. Respectfulness of the church and its doctrine 2. Churches rules on marriage, 
divorce, abortion and LBGT not explained or keeping up with development of society 3. More 
freedom for Clergy and Women Priests 4. Not supportive enough when scandal has hit church 5. 
Rules of church seem old fashioned and not reflective of modern life 6. Administration of 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ω [ŜŎǘƻǊǎΥ ! tŀǊƛǎƘƛoner who wishes to join / become part of the Lector 
team must have received the sacrament of Confirmation, after which the person becomes a full 
fledged member of the Catholic Church (completing the sacraments of Initiation). We have noticed 
that there are candidates who have not yet received Confirmation and who are readers. This should 
ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǎǘŜǊκǊƻǘŀΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
above is because all lectors must attend the training programme (as per the requirement of the 
Parish). This training is conducted by the Diocese of Northampton. This training is very informative 
and enriching, which enables the lector understand the Liturgical Church cycle as well as providing 
information on other aspects on readiƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΦ ω 5ǊŜǎǎ /ƻŘŜ ŦƻǊ [ŜŎǘƻǊǎΥ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ŀƴŘ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ƳŀǎǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ [ŜŎǘƻǊ ǿƻǊŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŘǊŜǎǎ 
and the other a short dress. We believe that reverence should be given whilst reading the word of 
God. The Lector should be dressed appropriately with shoulders covered and dresses below the 
ƪƴŜŜΦ ω ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ [ŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŎǘƻǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ω !ƎŜ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΥ ²Ŝ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎh Priest to insist those 
enrolling for Confirmation for the next batch should have completed / turned 13 years of age or 
above. i.e. the child should not be 12 years of age turning 13 during the course of the Confirmation 
Classes. The reason being the chilŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘΦ ω 
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Attendance: Confirmation / RCIA Classes: We shall be grateful if our Parish Priest (Fr Francis) makes 
an Announcement stressing the importance of attendance at the Confirmation / RCIA classes. As per 
the schedule that was distributed at the onset of the Programme. The reason being a lot of 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ ω Iƻƭȅ 
Communion: Due to the Covid situation Holy Communion which is now received on the palm of our 
hands, an announcement should be made that Holy Communion must be consumed immediately in 
the presence of the priest / Eucharistic minister. Holy Communion should not be taken to the pew to 
be consumed as this happens iƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΦ ω {ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ [ŜŎǘƻǊǎ κ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΥ ! 
suggestion for those who are serving as Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers at any of the services 
should be seated in the first bench of the church and this should be reserved for this purpose. They 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΦ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǊǳƭŜǎ κ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ κ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ κ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ 
ό¢ƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘύ ω ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜΥ 
when you might want to marry someone of a different religion its not allowed in the Catholic church. 
ω {ǘ 9ǘƘŜƭōŜǊǘǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΦ ω ! ǎǇƭƛǘ ƻŦ 
the elderly community and young community (I gre up within this church since birth and had 
followeŘ Ƴȅ DǊŀƴŘƳŀ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ κ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ nice to have more people who 
ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛƴ ŀƎŜύΦ ω ²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ς I feel this is 
ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴΦ ω L ƘŀŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ 
younger although I had no part in the Altar servers, choir etc. Fr Paddy gave me the opportunity to 
do something that was normally done by the inside catholic community ς I wish more opportunities 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ ω aƻǊŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ω hƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎm of 
ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ bƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ω aƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
youth, Youth are running away to Pentecostal churches because seems more involvement and 
ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ω Dƻ !ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ω [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΣ Řƻ ǿŜ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜǇǊƛƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ω 
tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ω {ǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ω {ǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω bƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ 
utilising the full skills of ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ω aƻǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω L Ǝƻǘ ŘƛŀƎƴƻǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎŎƘƛȊƻǇƘǊŜƴƛŀ ω L ŀƳ ŀ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω L ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ω L 
ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ω aƛƴƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ς when readers read too fast and we are 
ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ω aƛƴƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŀǎǎΦ ω 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ω 
wŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ōƻǘƘ ōƻŘȅ κ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΚ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ω {ƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ω aƛƴƻǊ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
publicly manage repeǊŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǊ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƘŀǾŜŘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω !ŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
had issues that conflict with church doctrine (e.g. divorce, LGBT, Defence of those ŀōǳǎŜŘύ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ω {ƻƳŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ 
ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴύ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ω bƻ tŀǊƛǎƘ Iŀƭƭ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ω 5ŜŀƴŜǊȅ κ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /hurch: We go down the road of having / discussing 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊǳǎƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ ω L 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
should reach ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
should be more Bible study especially when young children are preparing to make first Holy 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ reach adulthood. 
ω ¢Ƙŀƴƪ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƘŜƭƭΣ ŦƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ όŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΩǎ [ƻǾŜύ ω aŀƪƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ς my experience ς ŦŜŀǊŦǳƭ ƻŦ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ 
prior to confirmation. I can still remember the question but cannot remember being confirmed ς 
ǎǳŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ω !ǎ ŀƴ у ƻǊ ф ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘΣ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƻŦŦ ŀ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŀǳƭǘ ƻƴ ƳŜ ōȅ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊΦ L 
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ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘΦ ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǊǳƭŜǎ κ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ κ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴ κ 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ όǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘύ ω ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ Υ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊǊȅ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω {¢ 9¢I9[.9w¢{Υ ! ǎǇƭƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ community and the young community ς I 
grew up within this church since birth and had followed my Grandma in learning / participating in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƻ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
took place in the churŎƘΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛƴ ŀƎŜΦ ω ²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƭǘŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ L ŦŜŜƭ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŦǳƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴŀǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƎǳƴ ω L Ƙad opportunity to 
light the advent candle when I was younger although I had no part of the altar servers, choir etc. Fr 
Paddy gave me the opportunity to do something that was normally done by the inside catholic 
community ς I wish more opportunities were gƛǾŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ ω aƻǊŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ϧ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ω 
Ongoing teaching of the catechism of the catholic faith. Not much detail given during confirmation 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ω aƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ 
because seems ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ω Dƻ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ω [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ω L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ŀƴȅ ω tǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ω CŜŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘ 
ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƭƻǿ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŀǊŜ ƻǊ ƛǎ ŀƳōƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ω ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 
marriage with people of other faiths or no faith is difficult for many to understand when they are 
ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ω hƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻǊ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƻǳǘ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘƭȅ ω Lƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ to see what 
the view of the church is. This makes is impossible for priests or relevant people to offer anything 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ όǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴύ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘǎ 
everyone to be aware of their Catholic duty but this is taught once during childhood in catechism. 
These elements of Catechistic learning should be reminded to all Catholics on a regular basis. This 
helps with education of children and an understanding of what catholic practice and belief principles 
shoulŘ ōŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǉǳƛŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ 
ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
female organisers than male which is making it harder for men to participate in events, themes or 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŜƳƛƴƛƴŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 
society seems to have disappeared as the church has little influence in matters of daily life struggles 
and opinions are diverging from church belief without knowing what the church policy is.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
COMMON THEMES: 1. Embrace modern technology and support for Catholics online 2. 
Modernisation of approach and make church attractive to both existing and new people 3. More 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ пΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ Dƭƻōŀƭ 
platform 5. That as Catholics we can bring together everyone for a greater good 6. To have the 
church as a safe and warm place for anyone to feŜƭ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ κ ǿƛǘƘ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ Ŏŀƴ 
be updated with pictures / photographs of special events that take place in the church viz Easter / 
Christmas / New Year / First Holy Communion / Baptism / Confirmation / Ash Wednesday / Good 
Friday. This will enable others to view the events that take place at our parish o E.g. No of children 
.ŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ κ bƻ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ω ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΥ 5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ 
ǇƭŀŎŜΚ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘΚ ω .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅΥ /ŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƭŜǾŜƭΚ ω ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ 
Anniversary Mass: We propose a Sunday each month to be dedicated to all married couples 
celebrating their wedding anniversary in that particular month. This can be done for all the masses 
on that particular Sunday, allowing ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ф κ м сΥол Ƴŀǎǎ ω wƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
/ƭŀǎǎŜǎΥ /ŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ω ¢ŜƴǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ 
Ministers: We propose that the Parish Priest should implement a fixed tenure for a Eucharistic 
Minister for a period of 3/5/6 years thereby giving an opportunity to other parishioners who wish to 
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Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΥ ²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΚ Lǘ ƛǎ 
very sad to see that a beautiful old church like St EtheƭōŜǊǘΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΣ ǿŜƭƭ ƪŜǇǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ω Lǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŘ 
to state the pews, benches, kneelers, carpet, flooring, heating, walls peeling etc are in a very poor 
condition and we look forward to receive support from the Diocese of Northampton to restore and 
ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ 9ǘƘŜƭōŜǊǘΩǎΦ ω aŀǎǎ /ƻ-Ordinator: Appointment of a mass co-ordinator is 
suggested to oversee the entire mass functionality, i.e presence of Altar servers, lectors, bell ringers, 
9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎΦ ω 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΥ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Eucharistic Ministry should attend the training programme conducted by the Diocese of 
bƻǊǘƘŀƳǇǘƻƴΦ ω aƻǊŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛons to take place, i.e.church gatherings for food, games, 
ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧǳƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ω aƻǊŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ {ƭƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛΦŜΦ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΦ ω [Ŝǎǎ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻƭŘ κ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω aƻǊŜ 
suppoǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ ω ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ ŜΦƎΦ CŜƳŀƭŜ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ κ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ω Dƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ ω aƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ω LƴŦƛƭǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŧǳƴ ω aȅ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
feel safe and expand our community. We will have more church gatherings and events so that we 
Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ω L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ω L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ L Ŏŀƴ ω L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅ ω L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ as I 
Ŏŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω aƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƧŜǿǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω Lƴ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ κ ƘƻǇŜǎ 
and dreams for the future is to have more participation from all, the youth as well as the adults. For 
example, this could mean a youth group to help deepen our faith in God and inspire us to become 
better people in society today. Also I believe that building itself could brighten up meaning that the 
walls could be painted / re-plastered statues cleaned and making use of all items in the church to 
ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ ω {ǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ω wŜ-decorate the church for 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ω DƛǾƛƴƎ CŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ bŜŜŘ ƛǘ ω CƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ǿŀȅΦ ω aƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω IŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǇŀŘǎ κ 
ǎŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ω IŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƴŜǿ κ ŦǊŜǎƘ ω !ƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴing doctrine 
and church policies. Our Bishop was instrumental in explaining some issues which is exactly what all 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎύ ω CƻǊ hǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ ς To continue to 
ƎǊƻǿ ōƻǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ω Cor Our Parish ς We all need to get involved and help 
ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ω ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς That it may grow and be strong. That our faith 
Ƴŀȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ω aȅ ŘǊŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
acknowledge that our catholic religion is the only one and the only true religion founded by Jesus 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ω aȅ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΦ aƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΦ ω aȅ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǿǎ ōƛƎƎŜr and people of all walks of 
ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǊƻƻŦΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀǎ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ω [ƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘƻǘƘŜǊ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω That we become a visible community of worship rather than 
individuals ς ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ω aƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ƛΦŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƻƻŘΣ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ŧǳƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ω aƻǊŜ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ {ƭƻǳƎƘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ƛΦŜΦ 
moǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ω [Ŝǎǎ ǎŜƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻƭŘ ϧ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƎǊƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΦ ω ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘurgy. E.g. female priest / 
ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ ω Dƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ω ²Ŝ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
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beliefs and I think we are too shy nowadays to proclaim our faith and to defend it against people 
ǿƘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘƻƻΦ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω aƻŘŜǊƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀt 
ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ω aƻǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ς different cultures coming together 
όǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎύ ω .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ς ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ω ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ω 
9ƴŜǊƎƛǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ω LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ω CƻǊ the church to embrace 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ω ¢ƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ όŜΦƎΦ 
Abortion is straightforward to explain bǳǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ κ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴύ ω CƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
church to be open in all areas embracing how people live and understanding how diversity can be 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω CƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ƪŜŜƴ in 
early life, to find an ongoing relationship with Catholicism as they start out in life and witness each of 
the hurdles towards happiness that they encounter and for the church to be there to support at all 
ǘƛƳŜǎ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ presents itself to the rest of the world and in 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ 
actively market itself in order to promote faith and attract new people. The figureheads in the 
church should ōŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀǘŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the sacraments, the Word of God and the doctrine of the church must be sufficiently transparent so 
that there is less room for criticism from those wishing to knock the church.  
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Church of the Sacred Heart, Flitwick 
Process Used: 
Approach 1. PPC conversation 2. Small subgroup formed 3. Briefing and appeal for inputs at all 
Masses 4. Pamphlet prepared and issued at all Masses and copies made available in the Church 5. 
Informatƛƻƴ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŀȅǎΥ ω 
Drop-ƛƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ω 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
ω ! ǇƘƻƴŜ ƭƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ω !ƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ response to diocese was also offered 
Responses 1. Two Focus Groups were formed at the drop-in session and good conversations and 
input received 2. We got ten email submissions 3. The phone line was used only once 4. Feedback 
themes from recent parish conversations were also considered and included Questions 1. An 
independent group was appointed in Southwark to gather this information ς why was this not done 
in all dioceses?  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 I Belong 1.Community ς parish and worldwide Being part of the worldwide church, Mass wherever 
you go, included wherever you are Active member of the Body of Christ, the church in the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ DƻƻŘ /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘŦǳƭ /Ƙǳrch buildings ς potential 
to be more than a place for Mass, a place of welcome, part of the community 2. Connected/ Identity 
It means to belong Whole life part of the Catholic Church Can take Church for granted having been 
brought up in the faith Rules and structure to guide and live up to Shared values 3. Faith To be sure 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ DǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ [ƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 
Sacraments Supports me in many circumstances Help through prayer Spiritual guidance, leadership 
and education 4. Questions How different is being Catholic to being a Christian?  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭΦΩ aŀȅŀ Angelou 2003 What went well 1. Spiritual Life / Values 2. Dedication of 
/ƭŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ [ŀƛǘȅ оΦ DƻƻŘ ²ƻǊƪǎ ω {±tκ ±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ω CƻƻŘ ōŀƴƪ ω /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ω /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ω 
/ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ пΦ [ƛŦŜ aƻƳŜƴǘǎ aŀǘǘŜǊ .Ŝǎǘ ŀǘ ΨƭƛŦŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΩ ς 
marriage, baptism and death and preparation for death. Support through illness 5. Welcome/ 
Inclusion Welcoming is strong, but sometimes hard to break into a parish on arrival Involving laity in 
parish management and parish secretary 6. Pandemic Use of modern technology in communication 
enabling the community to worship Helped me is to know the names of so many of our parishioners 
and they know me.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
ΨtŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿƘat you did but they will never forget how you 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭΦΩ aŀȅŀ !ƴƎŜƭƻǳ нлло 9ǾŜƴ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ мΦ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ 
Abuse Allegations were handled has damaged the Church in particular in its lack of transparency and 
its tendency ǘƻ ΨŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŀƴƪǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘŜƴƛŀƭΦ нΦ !ƭƭ tŜƻǇƭŜ aŀǘǘŜǊ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ 
divorced and re married ς long standing issue ς process for annulment Treatment of LGBT+, 1 in 5 
people are gay, but the Church condemns this huge number of people. If God is said to love them 
why doesn't the Church love them The Youth must be catered for / Lack of focused youth ministry 
The church does not recognize the huge contribution made by women ς role of women was strong 
in early church ς women feel side-lined ς Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻ ŦŜǿ 
priests ς need to ordain women 3. Lack of consultation in with and in parishes 4. Clerical power v 
laity ς many man made rituals 5. Position on Contraception Most young women today use 
contraception.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Ψaŀȅ ƘŜ ŜƴƭƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳΦΩ 
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Ephesians 1:18 1. Grow and Flourish To see a Church that grows in numbers but more importantly in 
the Spirit and his gifts. That the churches would have real spiritual direction if the running of them 
taken away from the priests For the Church to survive things have to change. The parish priest 
model in particular as our priests get older. Paid roles will be needed to sustain parishes 
Management skills of many priests to manage parishes lacking ς ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƧƻōǎΦ hǳǊ 
priests need more support. Laity need to be involved in all levels of the organisation from the 
Vatican downwards We need to be outward looking rather than inward looking. We need outreach 
/to be doing more, focused projects that give people opportunities to contribute That we will always 
have enough priests to keep our churches open and be able to celebrate Mass regularly My dream 
for the church would be full of music 2. All people in the Church Recognition that many people have 
been hurt and disaffected because of the rulings from the Church. Recognition that all groups need 
targeted and dedicated support. That the old men at the top see that women who are +50% of the 
church should be able to take a more active clerical role. Greater parity for women / ordained roles 
within the structure To make greater provision for the 1 in 3 people whose marriages break down. 
To make everyone welcome and feel valued especially the LGBT community who feel rejected by the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ΨŎƻƻƭΩ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ΨŎƻƻƭΩ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿΦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-teenage and teenage groups for parishes 
(possibly shared with other Christian churches) A community of all ages, who all feel valued 
members of the community, The body of Christ Support for the partner in marriage that is not the 
Catholi  
 
Parish - Church of the Sacred Heart Flitwick - The formatting of the submission is lost by cutting and 
pasting into the boxes, a version in word was also supplied to Avril 
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Our Lady Help of Christians, Luton 
 
Process Used: 
 
 Our Lady Help of Christians, Luton Parishioners at three separate tables (J, K, M) were asked, 
following a discussion, to discern three answers for each question:  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 W DƻŘΩǎ ōƭǳŜǇǊƛƴǘ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ W ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ - Jesus is the bread of 
life. The Catholic Church is like a tanker that gracefully sails a straight path, remaining faithful to the 
teachings of Jesus and of the Church and not being seduced by the fads of the world. J Catholic 
should mean that we are evangelisers ς ǎǇǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ very 
good at it. K Our Church, our faith is as established and willed by Jesus. Catholics have the perfect 
form of worship of God. Our strength and security follow from these. K Catholics are the hands, feet, 
eyes, ears and body of Jesus working and striving towards holiness. K Catholics are called to mission 
at the end of Mass - to evangelise. M Community ς part of the Catholic Church ς be there for each 
other in good times and bad. M Community ς everything ς to bring people together on Sundays and 
at other events. This Communion helps us to grow in holiness. M Faith ς being guided by the holy 
spirit.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
J The Mass being celebrated every second of the day throughout the world. God being continuously 
glorified. Also, the Sacraments and Eucharistic Adoration. J The Rosary ς Mary mother of God, 
mother of our church. Catholics obeying the fourth commandment by honouring Mary. J Catholic 
Charitable works, outreach. A huge blessing to the world, but sadly rarely recognised. K The Mass in 
different forms is a blessing and helps to reach out to more people. The Novus Ordo Missae works 
for many, but the traditional Latin Mass seems to help deepen the faith of others and fits in with a 
long tradition within our Church. K Catholics taking education, healthcare and knowledge to the 
world. K The Magisterium keeping our Church faithful and leaving no room for misinterpretation as 
in the excellent Catechism. M The Mass ς the central part of our faith. M The Sacraments and prayer 
in our church M The Mass, worship and events bringing everyone together.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
W /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ Ƨƻȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΦ aƻǊŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 
to open hearts and minds to tƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΦ W /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿǊƻƴƎΚ !ƭǎƻΣ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΩ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
about our faith seems low. Catholic leaders should be approaching every activity on the assumption 
of little knowledge and explaining everything as if from the beginning. J Catholics are not vocal 
enough in defending persecuted Christians around the world. K Catholic children soon stop coming 
to church. In many cases they get baptised and receive Holy Communion and then disappear. Surely 
this must mean poor catechising. Pour material available for Catechism. K Our Priests are 
overburdened. They should only be dealing with the Sacraments. They need a team behind them to 
deal with other matters. K The failure of the Church hierarchy to stop heresies and scandals. For 
instance, the Synod in Germany needs to be told that what they are doing is wrong. The fact that the 
Catholic Church tolerates it to be easier for a Muslim to get in to a Catholic school than it is for a 
Catholic who has to jump through hoops such as providing a baptism certificate and other 
documents. M Poor communication ς needs a lot of work ς with parents of children being 
catechised, between groups, between parishes. A welcome pack for new parishioners. If people 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΦ a /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
evangelisation but expecting our Priests to do it all. Everyone can evangelise in different ways for 
instance at work a Catholic could ask colleagues for the names of their deceased families and friends 
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to pray for in November. M Failing to reach out to youngsters and keep them involved. Failing to 
facilitate sacraments to those that work such as Confession on a Saturday.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
J We live in an anti-God, anti-Christ, anti-/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
the secular world to grasp all the good we do and hence sow seed to draw people into the church. J 
Our Church hierarchy to speak out with more confidence and pride of being Catholic. J To build up 
our church with succession planning and charity work K We need a vocal church speaking up for 
persecuted Christians throughout the world. For instance, in India the persecution of Christians by 
Hindus is a disgrace. Our Pope has a powerful voice and he should use it. K We need more tolerance 
and Unity in our Church for example the different rites in our church should all be valued especially 
the traditional Latin rite of Holy Mass and sacraments should continue to be cherished and allowed 
to continue without restrictions. K To set the world on fire with love and truth. M To provide proper 
welfare to our Priests ς to look after and support them. Priests time to be on Pastoral needs only M 
Church administrators to deal with all non-pastoral matters M To harness the skills ς use the talents 
ς of parishioners.  
  
  



 55 

Our Lady Help of Christians and St Lawrence, Olney 
 
Process Used: 
 A series of meetings open to all  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 The importance of communion and community and having a shared experience of the Faith: the 
parish/Church is a family where we can find our roots. The heart of the Faith is Jesus and His Real 
Presence in the Eucharist. For converts/those who have returned to the Faith, their Faith was 
something they had struggled to get to; the welcome of the Church, attractive Faith-filled 
personalities had been important. They were in a wilderness and in the Church they find truth and 
peace and light, especially loving the beauty of the Mass. Some still struggle with elements of the 
Faith but see its overall value. They love their Faith. Some were unsure of the value of the Synod 
process and how our reflections can have any impact; others welcomed the opportunity for 
reflection and discussion. The Church is not a democracy but is by nature a hierarchy ς this is a good 
thing as it gives cohesion to our Faith.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The Church speaks with authority ς this is often very muŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
comfortable. The teaching of Pope John Paul II was highlighted as clear, personal and thought-
provoking. The sense of Christian community in the parish helps people feel welcome. The relaxation 
of some of the stricter rules (e.g., fasting before Holy Communion reduced to one hour) was 
welcomed: some had dreaded Mass in English but have found it helped the Mass to become more 
real. Preparation for the sacraments is now more meaningful and the deeper sense that our Faith 
includes our whole life. The stewarding in this period has developed a greater welcome as people 
arrive. The Mass is beautiful and the fact that we can have time to prepare for Mass is valuable. 
Livestreaming of the Mass in our parish meant so much during the lockdowns. Zoom meetings in the 
parish for catechesis and reflection and prayer were very welcome. There is a keen sense of the 
support to the wider community through charities, food bank and the commitment of our 
parishioners: the Church has become much more engaged on this level and in the wider community 
(involvement in the Remembrance Sunday Service in Olney was highlighted as well as ecumenical 
contacts in the parish).  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Sometimes the Church appears to speak too rigidly on unpopular moral issues. There is a lack of 
connection between sacramental preparation and subsequent attendance at Mass. There has been a 
lot of lapsation among Catholics and we are not making strong efforts to reach out to them. There is 
an issue with the lapsation of the young especially of teenagers and there does not seem to be much 
to help them keep practising their Faith. There appears to be a lacklustre approach to ecumenism. 
The Synod in Germany was an issue of worry for some and a sign of disunity in the Church.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Some wanted a more inclusive sense of the Church, with the laity playing an active part in the 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ CŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ live it in daily 
life. Some wanted to see more young people and families return to Mass and to have an active 
involvement in its celebration in various roles including singing, music, serving, reading and 
welcoming. There was a desire to improve our outreach throughout our parish and to use different 
means of communications ς publications, internet, personal contact ς and to continue to develop 
ecumenical relationships, which could also help to promote care for the environment. There was a 
sense of wanting to develop our spiritual lives so that we can pass on our Faith in a living way: prayer 
and the Mass is where the essence of our Faith is. We want to bring God, our Lord, into everything 
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we do. Perhaps a parish Mission can be planned. A prayer group would be valuable. We can learn to 
be open to people, listen to them and their stories. We need more priests and so we need to pray 
for more vocations.   
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Our Lady Of Lourdes, Aylesbury 
 
Process Used: 
We invited parishioners to participate in the discerning process, for three consecutive Sundays after 
each Mass.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 1. Sacraments. Participating in the sacramental life of the Church. Blessed by being baptised into the 
Catholic Church. Being able to receive the body, blood, soul, and divinity of our Lord Jesus weekly, 
ŜǾŜƴ ŘŀƛƭȅΦ /ƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ IƛǎΩ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ Ψ/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΩ нΦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
The feeling of belonging and being part of a worldwide church family, which welcomes everyone and 
is united in its teaching of the Gospels, creed, sacraments. traditions, and deep reverence for Our 
Blessed Mother. 3. Liturgical and prayer life. Having a wealth and rich tradition of prayer and 
liturgical worship. From private prayers to communal worship. Being able to offer prayers for others 
through the participation of Holy sacrifice of the Mass. Being guided through the liturgical seasons, 
such as Lent, to come to a deeper, personal relationship with God. 4. Fundamental to a right way of 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ L ƭƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǘǊŀŎŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ 
to the first Pope, St Peter. A rich heritage. 5. Converts expressed the positive role the sacraments, 
vocations and frequent prayer have played in their lives. 6. Sharing the Faith. Putting more effort in 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƻŦ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ōȅ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 
example.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
1. It shows consistency in its teachings, not wavering in the face of a changing world. 2. It is 
missionary reaching out to people, addressing their needs, and making a difference to lives. 3. It is 
universal, being globally recognised. One can go to Mass anywhere in the world. One feels at home. 
Lƴ ŀƴȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ пΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
offer protection from conception to death. 5. It is Sacramental ensuring our faith is nurtured 
throughout the whole of our lives. 6. It respects and celebrates our youth. 7. It has a worthy head in 
the Pope who leads by example ς reaching out to other world leaders and promoting the gospel. 8. 
Its education system is highly respected. The setting up and running of hospitals and Catholic Aid 
agencies such as, Outreach to the poor, CAFOD, ACIN, SVP.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
1. Looking after her priests. Failing to check in with them and therefore they are sometimes left to 
suffer mentally, physically, and spiritually. Not reviewing the formation given to them so they 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řǳǘȅ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ нΦ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
church. Not made aware of new encyclicals. Lacking in opportunities for times outside of the Mass 
for explanations, sharing or reflections, 3. Music in the liturgy is tired it needs energising. 4. Takes a 
long time to instigate change. Needs to react to what is going on in the world. Overly bureaucratic. 
5. It does not offer a great acceptance and support for those groups who are deemed vulnerable. 6. 
It was noted that the People are the church, but the laity do not take responsibility for initiatives or 
changes which will promote growth and improvement. The assumption is that the priest will do it. 7. 
Does not develop a strong sense of community and offer opportunities that encourage parish groups 
to flourish. 8. Disappointed at the historic handling of child abuse. Lack of guidance for parishioners 
as to what constitutes a safeguarding issue and how and when to report it.  
 
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
1. A new Pentecost. The Faithful needs to co- operate more and more with the Holy Spirit, allowing 
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the Holy Spirit to lead it and receive divine grace through prayer, mortification (dying to self on order 
to serve) and holiness of life. 2. The Catholic Church needs be more welcoming to people, even its 
own parishioners. Ecumenical and open to other Christian communities for fellowship and growth; 
uniting on shared beliefs. Humility is key in every Christian, and the church hierarchy must be 
exemplary in demonstrating it. 3. The Church will find new strategies to re-engage and energise 
parishioners. Encouraging parishioners to be forthcoming and innovative in providing and organising 
events and activities that draw all parishioners to become active members of the Catholic Church. 4. 
A thriving community. Comprising of small faith and fellowship groups geared for specific ages and 
needs; whole parish praise and worship events and worship events aimed at specific ages and 
charisms; parish missions. All to promote and invigorate the life of the community. 5. The key to the 
progression of our Church is the inclusion of young people. Strategies need to be put in place to 
ensure that the youth feel welcome and a part of the Church. They must be encouraged to take part 
in church events for an example, youth masses, youth retreats. 6. Leading on social issues. Providing 
outreach, support, and a haven for those in need. Actively praying for such issues especially for life 
issues. 7. Families encouraged to pray together. Praying together must not be in the church only, but 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩΦ уΦ .ŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ level within the 
Church. Improved channels of communications. It is hoped that the church hierarchy will take 
forward the objectives of this synodal process in encouraging consultation and listening to the voices 
of the people at grassroot levels.  
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Our Lady of Lourdes, Milton Keynes 
 
Process Used: 
 
 Parish groups with three sessions after three masses  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 ω Wƻȅ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ω YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω 
Learnt what is means to be catholic through the Charismatic Renewal. Brought knowledge about 
DƻŘ ω Wƻȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭŜǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ω 
DƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΦ ω WƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƛǎmatic Renewal 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƧƻȅΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǿŜƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǾƛŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇǊoactive at reacting to allegations against it and the 
[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎǘǊŀȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇΦ ω bŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ŎŀǊŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦȅ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ω 
CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜƳǇǘƛƴŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƳŀǎǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 9ǳcharistic items e.g. candles 
ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴŀǎǎ ω !ǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ω 
Praying to God the Father, Son and Holy spirit ς ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ω /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƴǎΦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜǎΦ ω 
Sacraments: adhering to the Mass ς Eucharist ς Last supper (do this in Memory of me) being 
ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω {ƻƭŜƳƴƛǘȅ κǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ω wŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
aŀǊȅ όŀǾŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘύ ω /ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ- ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻƴŜǎ όǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭύ ω tǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ 
be /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω tǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊƻǎŀǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ ω .Ŝ ŦƛǊƳ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ /ƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ 
wŜƴŜǿŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŀŎǘƛǾŜΦ ω LƴǘŜƴǎƛŦȅ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ .ƛōƭŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΦ ω 
CŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΤ tǊŀȅŜǊ ω Lǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΥ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻȅǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L 
ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƴǘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ ω {ƻƳŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǊŘΦ ω ²Ŝ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 
a proper church ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ tŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΦ ²ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƴǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƘŜ 
ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ōǳǘ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω {ǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜŘ ōȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
scandals, persecution in some parts of the world and public perception of being conservative or old 
ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴŜŘ ω IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴκŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω aƛȄŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ω aŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎsing on the faith  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
ω 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾƛŘ-19 pandemic, the church has done so well with the online services, they manage 
ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ω DƻƻŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ confidence ( 
 
Individual - provision ς LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅύ ω !Ǿŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻΦ ω ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ /ƻŦŦŜŜ IŀƭƭΦ ω ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
than before in this church than our old chuǊŎƘΦ ω ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΤ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪ ƻǊ ŀǎƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ ω !ǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ ω wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ω /ƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜƴŜss 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω 5ŜǊƛǾŜ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ω [ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
brings people together / cares for one another /makes Eucharist available to the home-ōƻǳƴŘ ω 
Introductions of the Catholic Charismatic renewal has helped people with their prayer and retained 
ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ω 5ƻƛƴƎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ω tǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ω ¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ω 5ŜƭƛǾŜring the mission mandated by Christ to evangelise, catechise and 
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sacramentalise ς ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ω .ǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω 
²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω DǳƛŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴƭȅ  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
ω bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ ƴƻǿΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƻƴŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƪƴŜǿ ƳŜΦ ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ω ¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
they closed and sold the old church building. Parishioners went out of their way to seek funding to 
ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻΦ ω aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
reason why the old church building was sold. A not valid answer was given to us. Our hearts are 
ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘΦ 
.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ²Ŝ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ŀǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
community due to not having our own church building. ω ¢ƘŜ tƻǇŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ω .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΣ 
now we have different priests who schedule their time every Sunday. The cluster system has not 
helped most peoplŜΦ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ω {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ω 
The homily should be more practical and developed around a theme for people to rŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴΦ ω ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ω bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ 
ω ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 
ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘing, parishioners are not able to access the church or 
ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎΦ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎΦ ω bƻǘ 
ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΤ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ω bƻ 
formation programmes ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
church in a structured way - ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǘƘΦ ω 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎκŦŀŎǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳκǎǳō-groups which can 
ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜǾƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
obligations on church members through sub-groups/societies. Such financial initiatives can start with 
good intentions but end up burdening members ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜΦ ω [ƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅΦ ω 
Practicing faith by rote in the church and some masses are sped through like a ritual ς need to inject 
the ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǎΦ ω /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ ω bƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΦ ω 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ω bƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇΦ ω bƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ 
each other. The human side of the church and interaction needs to improve.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
ω .ǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ω tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ the youth 
ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ ω wŜƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻƴŜǎ ω 
Modification of the order of mass to suit the modern day. Catholic church should introduce activities 
ƛƴ Ƴŀǎǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴŜŜŘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ω 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ 
in the chǳǊŎƘ ω tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ω 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ω tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ω wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ȊŜŀƭ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω 
/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭŀŘȅ ƻŦ [ƻǳǊŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ wƻǎŀǊȅ ω ! ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƛŦƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦƛŜŘ ω 
Announcement of all activities of church every Sunday to allow all people to participate and engage 
ƛƴ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ ω !ƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ όŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴύ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎΦ ω hǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ 
church programmes and handing over some duties to children  
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Our Lady of Peace, Burnham 
 
Process Used: 
 We had small group discussions, also people completed sheets with the questions on them and 
returned them to the parish, some responses came in via email. All the responses were collected 
together and then 2 of the team met and produced the final document. Question 1 wasn't circulated 
separately, the answers came from replies to the other 3 questions.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 To believe in Christ and live according to the teachings of the Church, acknowledging the Pope as 
leader on earth. Mass, sacraments, universal Church.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
Welcome to all/Community: Many people feel welcome, the community is caring, it was a safe 
haven during the pandemic, friendship and sense of belonging, both worldwide and locally. A sense 
of identity and stability. The Youth Club in Eton Wick was the best experience. Good organised 
response to the pandemic, adapted well (live streaming, distancing, reception duties) and quickly, 
involving volunteer parishioners. Wake up call for the Church to be prominent and help each other 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 9ƴƧƻȅŜŘ CǊ WƻŜΩǎ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ !ōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘκŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿho need 
support/extra help. Suspension of obligation during Covid and ability to watch live streaming. We 
have good support in our catholic schools. The catholic church in our local area (Slough) is well 
known for its excellent charity work in the local community, particularly with the homeless. 
Charitable & pastoral support for poor both locally & worldwide e.g. SVP, Cafod, Pro-Life etc. (over 
60% of people mentioned this). Rosary & other parish groups, encourages laity involvement. Priests 
available for the sick & dying. Education: Our church organises bible studies (not everybody knew 
about them) and is a focus for communal prayer and devotions. Catholic schools have a good 
reputation and families strive to get their children into them because of their high expectations of 
morals, behaviour and their community feel. Keeping deposit of faith safe ς sacred 
traditions/magisterium Mass and the Sacraments: Worldwide Mass & all the sacraments, incl masses 
ŦƻǊ ǎƛŎƪΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŜǘŎΦ .ǊƛƴƎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ We personally encounter the Body & Blood of 
Christ and are helped to grow closer to God. Provision and preparation for the Sacraments ς 
Baptism, Reconciliation, FHC and Confirmation. Music makes Mass joyous. Suspension of obligation 
during Covid, stopping sharing chalice during Covid Anyone can come. Clergy related: Varied types of 
priests (rule bound/open), chaplaincy. Wonderful priests who give example and encouragement to 
live our faith (in our parish). Spirituality: Adoration, retreats, bible studies, mission with the Sion 
Community followed by a post mission prayer companion. Based on the bible & teachings of Jesus 
explained to us by clergy and great communicators. Have a good understanding of who and what we 
believe. Open to many ways of praying & worshiping God (quiet/musical ς all kinds) but with stable 
framework and clear moral expectations. Gives a way to live your life well. Our faith gives us hope 
our prayers will be answered, it keeps us grounded. Communal prayers and devotions, listen and 
respond to each other. Charismatic renewal flourishing.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭκ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘκǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘΦ bƻǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
are welcome. Older people feel lonely, isolated, Covid made ƛǘ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ƭƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΦ bƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
moved away are scared to come back ς feel lost and alone. Nothing to help those with mental health 
problems. Judgemental of those seen not to measure up, - the divorced, LGBTQ people, shift 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ aŀǎǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ bƻǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦ Cƻƭƪǎ ǘƻƻ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅǎ ς too 
many individuals who like to be in charge of groups, no chance of changes to Readers. No fellowship 
after Mass. Ecumenism: This has been neglected lately especially in our parish. The general public do 
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not understand what it means to be a Catholic. There is a lack of understanding and misconceptions 
from other denominations. Church of England accepts Catholics to receive communion but not the 
other way round. Education: Too many rules, rigid, very narrow viewpoint, priests following the rule 
ōƻƻƪΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ΨǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜΩΣ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜΣ ƭŜǎǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘŀƭΦ bƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
mercy, love and acceptance. Not enough said about the Kingdom of God, no proper teaching and 
explanation of the bible/scriptures. Any formal instruction of the faithful is limited to preparation for 
the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. Learn from other faiths how 
they work with their youth. Fail to engage, nurture or encourage young people. Not enough 
activities/programmes for young people ς these points were very prominent. Different teachings are 
creeping in. Lack of consistency in teachings, priests saying different things leads us to form our own 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƛǎǘƛŎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŧŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 
Dependent too much on the schools to play the part. Too much importance given to political issues, 
what is the church doing on a practical level about sustainability? Mass & the Sacraments: We are 
not allowed to stand during Consecration if we are unable to kneel and so we have to sit down, but I 
am genuinely in awe of what happens during this sacred moment, I believe in the presence of Christ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊǳƭŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊǳƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎ όƛƴ ƛǘǎ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘύΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ 
them the strength to carry on; one person said do away with individual confessions. Comments ς 
Too much emphasis on how we sin, sin of contraception to be abolished; noisy before Mass, easier 
access to Baptism, more engaging services, need uplifting music. People should go to Mass when 
they can and because they want to. Mass is too fast and not reflective enough. Active homosexuality 
no longer to be considered a sin. Canon Law should be modernised. Lack of diversity in Leadership. 
Clergy related: Varied experiences with priests, some foster unity and belonging and are more open, 
some are traditional. Pre-pandemic - Bishop was wise providing a young Parish Priest with a second 
priest, we were listened to much better, it was a happy place. Not enough priests. 5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ 
role of women in the church, especially round decision making, need more women in all aspects of 
church life. Respect and recognition to come directly from Rome. Priests should be offered Spiritual 
Directors. Priests have no experience of ǿƻǊƪ ƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
understanding. Difficulty understanding clergy who are not from the same culture. Personal renewal 
is lacking, teachings should not only be dogmatic. In a 24/7 secular world ς too much consumerism 
and social media. No retreats with international or renowned speakers. Not enough speakers, 
retreats, missions. Church needs to re-evangelise itself. Spirituality: The church is too formal and 
ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉromote unity and love in 
ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜǎ !ōǳǎŜΥ /ƭŜǊƛŎŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ƻǊ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
robustly enough. Not enough accountability, too much power. Too many girls/women have suffered 
judgementally re sex/marriage. The church has been grossly negligent, arrogant, lacking in humility, 
ghastly, horrendous, in denial, criminal. Protocols no use unless honoured. The abuse damaged the 
body of the Church and penance should be done. Pope Benedict should be stripped of his title and 
so should every other abuser in the Church. In the rest of the world they would have lost their jobs 
at the first suggestion of abuse, they should not be above the law. Parish: Too much emphasis on 
collecting money. No regular accounts published and no minutes of PPC meetings. Badly organised, 
fragmented, groups in isolation, territorial, divided, no accountability financial or otherwise. Money 
spent on vestments and chalices when we badly need the car park resurfaced and a meeting hall. 
Parish Priest has too many responsibilities outside the parish should be focussed solely on the 
parish. Some people less able to hear ς large space & different accents. Should divest some wealth 
to help those in need (not all agreed). The church has been closed during Covid, it should be open at 
all times. Need new benches and to tidy up the church, name in bold/big letters, lighting. We have 
ƴƻ tŀǊƛǎƘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ  
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What are your dreams for the church?: 
Welcome to all/ComƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ όƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇύΦ 
More parish events. Extra activities to bring people together. Theatre trips and outings for less able 
and older folk. To become a community rather than just individuals. Share meals regularly, building 
up each other. After Mass have gatherings, talk to each other, tea/coffee with conversations and 
questions, also during the week. Original model of community in Acts ς caring/sharing/helping 
financially and with food. We need to publicly show our love to those who do not feel welcome. To 
be a place of compassion and love, more friendly, more inclusive, less condemning. The parish to be 
more welcoming to people of all genders, races, creeds, abilities, personalities, divorced, gay, 
unmarried and all sinners. Embrace everyone regardless of background or who they are. A more 
relaxed, more informal and understanding church. Pope Frances already embodies many of these 
characteristics: humility, compassionate, non-judgemental and we need to practice these. 'Resting 
Catholics' should be welcomed back without judgment and no one should be excluded because of 
the way they self-identify. To continue to reach out to everyone and have more pastoral care ς 
teams that could be called upon as Priests are too busy with their heavy workload. A forum in which 
groups come together to share experiences, outline needs and formulate plans of action in harmony 
to maximise on their strengths ς ΨƳŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜΦΩ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻners. 
Ecumenism: More contact with and more openness to people of other Christian traditions through 
{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ {ƘŀǊŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ IƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƴƻƴ-Christian events to attract non-
Catholics. I dream of Christian Unity and the power it brings if we work together on major and minor 
issues. We hope for reconciliation between all faiths by reaching out to other faith Communities. 
More Eucharistic hospitality. Education: Explain and teach the Bible more. To understand the 
ǎŜǊƳƻƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ΨǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƳŜΩ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦ wŜ-education, have the teachings of the 
church explained and be accessible to young people and to adults. To be a missionary church we 
need to understand our faith better so we need more adult faith formation and more bible study. 
Re-ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ {ǘ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ 
Regular periods of instruction outside of mass itself, to give us the knowledge with which to sustain 
and defend our faith and to fend off widely held heretical beliefs. Use of modern tools (Bishop 
.ŀǊǊƻƴ ¸ƻǳǘǳōŜΣ {Ŏƻǘǘ IŀƘƴ 9²¢bΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ tŀǿǎƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ¢± ŀƴŘ 
Youtube. Mass & the Sacraments: Have Masses in other languages. Consider other special groups for 
Mass e.g. family and children General absolution should be the norm...individual confession for 
those who need/want it. Reintroduce Benediction. Easier access to Information about the 
annulment process and more understanding of divorced people, especially if it was not up to them 
that the marriage ended. To focus on helping all children who want Holy Communion to have it, as 
evangelisation should start from an early age - children missing out due to deadlines seems 
ludicrous. To have the children more involved in the Mass ς say readings, have a youth Mass, youth 
rosary groups. Have young people in CWL, SVP etc. Clergy related: More priests. That we foster a 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ƴŜǿ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜǊƛŎŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƴǎΦ 
Make celibacy optional. Married priests, women deacons, women priests, women bishops. Decision 
making at all levels should include women. Of the many people with these dreams there was one 
person who did not agree. Spirituality: Centrally organised pilgrimages to the Holy Land, Rome, 
Lourdes, Fatima and Medjugorje with local contacts and pick-up points to help parishioners to travel 
more easily. To be seen as more openly evangelical, bringing more people to Jesus and not to be 
frightened of this primary mission of the church. Laity and clergy working together to bring the love 
of God to everybody. To encourage each other in the practice of our faith. Dreams shared with 
parishioners and testimonies of Catholic faith ς but not from same folk. Vision and example of 
sharing / caǊƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΣ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ς love one another as I have 
loved you. Teaching on meditation. The importance and power of prayer. That the church will not be 
an empty building, converted into apartments, but that the church will be full of spirit and vocation 
that the Holy Spirit will renew the church, our society and the world. Reform Canon Law. Abuse: 
Worldwide ς for it to have the courage to admit to wrongdoing and sinfulness (abuse by priests and 
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ordained people) and to make public steps to correct, discipline or punish transgressions. For the 
church to set an example to the world of awareness, humility and repentance. While great strides 
have been made towards healing survivors, more help is needed. Parish: To have a parish mission 
statement and know what is planned for the future. Clear objective to make the parish united and 
committed. Need to make the parish structure sound. To have Parish Council and Parish Community 
meetings and minutes of them , a quarterly financial report and to know who are the members of 
this council. Repaint church interior possibly by volunteer parishioners. Improve parish web-site, 
more pictures, more inspirational. Churches in a Deanery need to combine resources. Parish 
Facebook to have more than endless mass streamingς maybe masses could be confined to YouTube. 
Planning - fewer instances of events clashing. Communication and helping each other across 
ministries. That the various organisations that work within the church, work together to maximise 
their strengths ς ΨƳŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜΩΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƻǇŜƴΦ [ƻŎŀƭƭȅΥ ƪƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ 
OLOP to be improved. Creating a safe space where there is a non-judgmental dialogue around the 
subject of abortion, drug and alcohol abuse etc.  
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Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, Yelvertoft 
 
Process Used: 
 
 Normally only about 25 ish attend this rural Church (wooden shed). I was allowed to make 2 
announcements at mass and handed out about 20 flyers inviting participation. I only had 4 
responses. I send them all the info from the website and what I had gleaned from the 3 webinars. 
They then thought about their responses for a week then we had a hybrid meeting at my house 3 
here 1 on remote. It lasted about 1.5 hours. Then everybody was sent a draft bits added. Interesting 
it was all very amiable and generally all came with the same conclusions . A little bit of difference 
with the sermons( 1 person) Turnout was disappointing but if we went for 5 it was about 15% of the 
congregation. Daventry had separate meetings.Yelvertoft did not want to travel to Dav hence my 
place which was central.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 This was a difficult question to answer. We felt part of a community traced back to Jesus but we 
were definitely part of a minority group viewed with suspicion by outsiders. Some of this relates to 
the abuse scandals and some to general ignorance. We did not hide the fact we were Catholics but 
were met at the best with apathy. This could be due to the general demise of Christianity.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
5ƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛǘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘΦ όǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ н ŜŘƎŜŘ ǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύ ω IŜƭǇǎ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎΦ ω Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ŏƭǳōǎ L9 {±tκ{Ŏƻǳǘǎ DǳƛŘŜǎ ω 5ƻŜǎ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘo 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ Ƴŀǎǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ Φ ω {ŀŦŜ ƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎΦ ω 
Charities such as CAFOD do an excellent job  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
ω 5ŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳǎŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜōƻǳƴŘŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ōŀŘƭȅ ƻƴ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ω {ŜǊƳƻƴǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 
relate to real life. It is all very good talking about the scriptures, but they should be related to todays 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ CŀǊ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ Ǝƻ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƳƻƴΚ ω 
What relevŀƴŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ōŀƴƴƛƴƎ [ŀǘƛƴ aŀǎǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΚ Lǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
with real problems.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
To become more in touch with its parishioners especially through sermons as this is where most of 
the contact is made. The sermons should also try and engage children so they want to go to mass, 
ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ω !ǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘer married priests not only from 
ǘƘŜ hǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ōǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ ω 
Why not have female Deacons? Remember once Girls were not allowed to serve. Now they are 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ ω {ƘƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ be excluded from communion/ for every except with special 
ŘƛǎǇŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω ¦ǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȅŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘǎ 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω DŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ 
week or the Deacons or Chaplains to hold a service.  
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Wellingborough 
Process Used: 
 
A total of 74+ participants responded to the Synod through a few individual conversations and seven 
different group ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŦƻǊƳǎΥ ω о Ȅ м ƘƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŀǎǎΤ ω н Ȅ о ƘƻǳǊ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΤ ω ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΤ ω м ƘƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ !ŘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ our charismatic prayer 
ƎǊƻǳǇΤ ω ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΤ ω флƳƛƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ 
ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ муǎ όƳŀƛƴƭȅ ŀƭǘŀǊ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎύΤ ω н ƘƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
main process used was the spiritual conversation.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 What does it mean to you to be a Catholic? Community. To be a Catholic is to be part of Christian 
community with a sense of belonging and shared beliefs. Our community is very diverse, but we 
have our faith in common. Being part of the Church family helps us when sometimes our own family 
is in disunity about faith matters. Belonging (togetherness) is important- ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ LΩǾŜ 
ever known. It is home. Journeying together. We are making an important journey together - a 
journey of faith and of self-discovery and ultimately of Salvation. The journey can be a struggle, but 
faith is all the more treasured. There is a wide variety of experience, but all going in the same 
direction. Jesus guides us, making us ready and aware of others ς to help, forgive, pray. Being more 
involved in the church and participating helps us to grow. It is a learning process and a way of life. 
The Mass Almost all groups commented on the centrality and sacredness of the Eucharist. Faith. 
9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƳŜ ς 
like the writing through a stick of rock. In prayer we try to discern what God wants for us individually 
and as the Church. We feel humility that we have the freedom to pray and friendship with God. Love 
is basic to everything we believe. We are lost without faith. We feel a hunger for the Truth, the truth 
which stands out from all the worldly rubbish we encounter. God is someone to talk to ς ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
judge you. We read scripture and try to be more like Jesus, giving and serving. The body of Christ 
ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ς that I can trust him and go to him and be sure 
he is listening. The Holy Spirit It is important to many to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit .I felt the 
presence of the Spirit in church even before I became a Catholic. I was drawn into church. We trust 
in the Holy Spirit, who is essential and gives us the strength we need. We call on him and wait for 
him to act. Mary. Devotion to Mary is unique to us as Catholics. She is our Mother and we look to 
her for help and motherly love.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? Synod. Some expressed 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΩ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ {ȅƴƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘƻƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ 
an answer to prayer. We felt affirmed by the group, that other people felt the same way. The Holy 
Spirit is working among us - clergy and laity alike. Community. Nearly all saw our church as 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΦ ! ǇǊƛŜǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƻƴ-Catholic husband. The 
Church is there for people, especially when things are tough. One teenager felt lost: the Church 
welcomed her, made her feel accepted, not judged and she found friends. Another teenager 
commented that Church is a support system and stability in your life. I have a safe place, and people 
to go to for help. Sunday Mass. We welcome everyone ς evidenced by the diverse nature of the 
congregations. I come out released of all the bad energy and full of positive energy. We have hope 
for the future as there are many children at Mass. The homilies are aimed at everyone, accessible 
and linked to real life and experience. Sacraments. Many expressed gratitude for the daily Mass in 
our parish and Exposition twice a week, and that Confessions are heard twice weekly and every 
fortnight at school. Sacraments are essential, helping us to grow in our relationship with God. 
Coming to faith through adult baptism was transformational for someone; a service of reconciliation 
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had been important for another. The connection with the school brings vitality ς many children 
come for sacramental preparation. Clergy. Our priest welcomes newcomers at every Mass does 
everything to encourage community. He also takes his turn as Chaplain at Kettering Hospital. A nice, 
friendly priest who treats everyone the same, with respect, no matter the background. We enjoy 
good service from our priests - good leaders who show faith; retired clergy help as they can, with 
prayers and service. Lay ministry. wonderful to have so many lay Ministers bringing the Eucharist to 
the sick and housebound. There is a choir at each church (It is another way of praying), cleaners, 
ŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎǘǎΣ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΣ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ŀ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅΣ 
sacristans etc. and many young altar servers gives young people a chance to help out. Mission. The 
Church helps those who are poor and marginalised, giving a voice to those who do not have a voice 
and those who are discriminated against. If you are in need, the Catholic Church will help you 
regardless of your faith. Catholic TV channels can help promote and support faith. Giving Our church 
is accountable: everything that is collected moneywise is used for a purpose. We support SVP, Cafod, 
SPUC, Daylight Centre, Foodbank, etc. Our school supports the homeless. Social. The social aspect is 
important, building community. We have tea/coffee after the 10:30 Mass, Christmas Fayre, pub 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎŀǊƻƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŀǎǎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜΦ DǊƻǳǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-run 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ aŀǎǎΣ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ w/L!Σ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ {±tΣ 
and associated groups like Beavers and Scouts. There have been Bible study and other courses. SVP 
runs coffee mornings for the elderly. People have returned to faith through prayer groups, 
experienced miracles and prayers answered. Stability Continuity is important, People have stood up 
for the Church through persecution and the traditions of the Church are valued. As the focus for our 
ǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
important. Progress. The Church is welcoming of those who before might have been excluded. The 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅΣ ōǳǘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
compassionate. Ecumenism. We are open to other Christian denominations. We are not against 
other faiths and believe they can contain truths. We have become more ecumenical.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? Clerical Abuse. All adult 
groups spoke about the damage the abuse scandals have done to the Church: The abuse scandals 
have caused great harm. The cover-up unforgivable. It has made it more difficult for us to defend the 
church when others criticise. Marriage. Most of the groups addressed what they saw as overly-
restrictive rules around marriage, divorce and annulment: Some of the rules are very restrictive and 
unforgiving: God will forgive you but the Church will not. There is a lot of hurt and sadness at being 
excluded from receiving the Sacrament. Laity feel deliberately excluded from knowledge about rules 
and regulations. Authoritarianism has ruled too often and for too long. Shortage of Priests. Most 
groups spoke with concern about the shortage of priests. The lack of vocations to the priesthood is 
serious, Our priests are doing too much. We need more, but the Church will only accept celibate 
men to train for the priesthood Catholic priests can get lonely. They may not understand the realities 
of family pressures. Young people. Most groups expressed sadness that the Faith is not being passed 
down the generations. Young people are growing away from the church. Some asserted: Schools are 
not giving them the chance for a real relationship with Christ, or teaching prayer properly. In the 
world well-being has replaced spirituality. Non-practising parents expect to have their children 
prepared for the sacraments. They can be very demanding. Even after Confirmation some 
youngsters never come again. We struggle to retain the youth in our church. Mass can seem long 
and repetitive to the young. Women Several groups asserted that women are undervalued in the 
Church. Women should be more involved in Church leadership. Women should be valued more and 
their gifts used to better support the priest and parish. Eg as deacons LBGTQ issues. Many people 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǝŀȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ {ƻƳŜ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
discussed by the Church; it appears to silently condemn. Many people feel disapproved-of. The gay 
community, must be allowed to live authentically. Lay Commitment. The majority of Catholics are 
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not really committed to serving Christ through his Church. We need to be more involved. Like 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƘƻƳƛƭȅΥ Řƻ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΚ 
Mission is not just the responsibility of the priest: We need to get out of our church buildings more. 
LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΤ ǿŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭves are the Church. Community. One group felt that the Church 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǘȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜǎΗ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
the TǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜŜǇ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭƛǎƳΣ ŘǊǳƎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎΣ 
unnecessary violence and suicide. Adult formation. Many groups remarked that Catholics can be 
uneducated in faith matters and short on Biblical knowledge. There is not enough encouragement 
ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ aŜŘƛŀΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻƴ 
some issues and has lost touch with society. Teenagers remarked that on social media the Church 
can come across as too serious or even hostile. Misconceptions about Catholicism are common 
outside the Catholic community. Not open to the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not given enough emphasis 
in the lives of many Catholics. Mission. We do worry about lapsed Catholics, especially in our 
families.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
What are our dreams for the Church? A full Church. We dream that all Masses will be full of families. 
The Church would be a beacon. It would be so amazing that people will be drawn to it. We need an 
even better welcome. Hospitality and music (a wider variety of music, perhaps to reflect the 
different countries of the members) to draw people in ς maybe mini-retreats. Clergy. More priests! 
Priests should choose to be married or celibate. Compulsory celibacy was introduced, so it could be 
reversed. This would bring more priests who understand more about family life and relationships. 
Laity. The laity need to really commit to the Church. More important roles for laity to support clergy. 
Many priests need to delegate and consult people more. Priests need more support. Women. All 
adult groups felt that the Church needs to give women more important roles. We need to bring back 
women deacons as described in the early church Most people would be happy with that. For women 
to be able to preach and be represented in the clergy. Women could do baptisms and have more 
spiritual leadership in the parish. Some groups dreamed of having women priests. Building 
community. We need to make more opportunities after or outside Mass for people to meet. House 
groups. Small groups to get together for a meal, prayer, bible study. More Parish events as well as 
events to connect with local community. Family Life. The Church should have a more merciful 
approach to divorcees who wish to practice their faith. Rules and regulations need to be looked into 
ς are they from God or men? More involvement to help married couples establish their marriage. 
Training for counsellors to help families before they struggle too much. Children. To find ways for 
our children to be actively engaged in the church ς somehow make it more relevant to them ς keep 
them interested. We should seek help with this. Listening to children. Give them a voice. For our 
schools to actively promote the Catholic way of life and spirituality ς education in the deeper things. 
To evangelise families who come forward for sacramental preparation. The Youth synod meeting 
asked for a youth group with some spiritual content Ecumenism. We would like the Christian 
Churches to be united so we can have unity of fellowship. Ongoing Formation Encourage people to 
invest more time in learning about their faith. Bishop visits Bishops should visit parishes more often 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻly 
Spirit. The Church needs to be Holy Spirit led. Like the synod. We want a movement of the Spirit. 
More public devotions to the Holy Spirit could be developed. Image The image of the Church needs 
to change so that we are known as a Church of love and acceptance (not full of rules- a thing to fear) 
We need to be innovative in the way we engage with social media, letting people know what we do 
well, as well as better communicating the Good News. The Church needs to find its voice in the 
world, to influence societal change, speak out more against corruption. Mission on the streets. All of 
us need to be involved in mission outside the church building. There are opportunities to witness for 
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us and to show society the way - in our families, in church, in school.   
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Our Lady of Walsingham, Corby 
 
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions? 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic? 
N/A - 5ƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? 
Pastoral ς brings people together. Knights of St Columba ς CǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
together. Feels worldwide ς the Mass is the same everywhere you go in the world, locals have 
always been welcoming. Community ς brings you a connection to home. Gives a good grounding ς 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ΨǊǳƭŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ΨƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ΨŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩΦ 
Traditional rituals like funerals. We can be a source of comfort for non-Catholics through our prayer 
and conversation. 
 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? 
Communication between churches locally and globally could be better. Church could be kinder to 
divorcees ς ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŜaving domestic abuse, a lack 
of access to communion for people who otherwise do great service to the church, affecting 
ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ŘŜǾƻǳǘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΦ !ǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ Ǝŀȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƛƴŘΦ wŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
lapsed Catholics could be better. In the past and maybe currently people are afraid to come back to 
the Church because of chastising words of a priest one time. Should have dealt with priest abuse of 
vulnerable much better over the years and should continue getting better. Priests should be allowed 
to get married ς not scripture based, man-made rule, they would be a good example of 
marriage/family life. 
 
What is your dream for the Church? 
Priests getting married. More things to get young people involved. 
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Sacred Heart Leighton Buzzard  
 
Process Used: 
 
 Introduction 7 meetings were held and the attendance overall was 50 which is 15% of regular Mass 
attendees. Meetings were arranged to accommodate as many parishioners as possible, including 
weekday evenings and weekends. Facilitators and note takers took general notes and themes from 
each session with the same questions being put to each group who attended. Notes were then 
compiled and collated; the following (with the exception of question 4) presents common themes 
collected by the facilitators and note takers and also less common responses: the notes below are a 
summarised version of the extensive discussions that were held at each meeting.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 Q1. What is it like being a Catholic today? Common responses: brings structure to life, meaning to 
life, community, basis of all I do, gives me a sense of values according to which I act, making me 
other-centred, a way of seeing the world, way of meeting/speaking with God. Provides a support 
system, a social setting, ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘΣ ŀ ΨŦŀƳƛƭȅΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ L 
belong, an anchor in troubled times. Less common responses: a privilege, a structure during 
lockdown ς something to hold on to when all else was very different. I just love being a Catholic. 
Eucharistic ς real presence ς like a kiss from Jesus. Following Jesus along the road, participating in 
the new path of the Church. It is the Church/faith that goes right back to the apostles.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
Q2. What are your experiences of the Church doing something well? Common responses: liturgy and 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ 
with common aim/values supporting and building Church, supportive priest(s) who make a 
difference, constancy of the Sacraments, a place where we meet the Lord. Helping the poor, social 
action locally and world-wide, sense of mission. Welcoming and sociability ς it is a very welcoming 
and supportive parish. We are very fortunate in our priest and deacon. Less common responses: 
powerful witness of those who give their lives for the faith, bringing people back to their faith, 
working with other denominations and faiths, tolerance/acceptance of difference, inclusive. Mass 
can be found world-ǿƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŎƻƴǎǘŀƴǘΦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ΨƘƻƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΩΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ 
Resilience in face of opposition/disregard.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Q3. What are your experiences of the Church when things have not gone so well? Common 
responses: not bringing children to their faith, letting the faithful of all ages slip away. Children and 
young people exiting from church life. Being over institutional, clergy who are not inclusive, not 
person centred who are authoritarian. Women undervalued in the Church. Abuse and cover-up 
scandal. Decline in numbers. General Absolution not offered even at specific times of the year, such 
as at Easter. Less common responses: the Church is too traditional, takes the safe option, bows to 
secular world, afraid to say what it thinks on controversial issues. Bishops are remote from the 
parishioners. Being over institutional; clergy who are not inclusive, controlling ς laity need to be 
more involved in the running of a parish. The Church needs to work in partnership more with other 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜκƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ [ƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƴƻ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
its values are an ideal that we cannot live up to, e.g. teachings on contraception.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Q4. What are our dreams for the Church? Responses: a Church that is ever-more outgoing, 
enthusiastic, welcoming and inclusive. Less rigid, more honest and open to change. Inclusive of all, 
regardless of difference. Ecumenism made real. Like a family that grows and flourishes. Lots of 
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young people and families ς our future. An increase of vocations to priesthood and religious life, 
including married men and women deacons and priests. Masses for children. Churches that are full 
of faithful, vigorous, enthusiastic believers who want to be there. Establishing faith groups in the 
parish.  
 

  



 73 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Luton 
Process Used: 
On Sunday 6 March, parishioners at the tea/coffee session after the 11.00am Mass, filled out their 
considered responses to the Synod questions. Some participants worked together as a group, others 
gave individual responses, 9 sets of responses in total. Below are the collated results.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƳŜŀƴǎ I feel loved through being part of my church family, but also part of the 
bigger, world -ǿƛŘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ω 9ǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω !ƭƭ Ƴȅ 
ƭƛŦŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƳŜ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ belonging to a great 
ōƛƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ω aȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω aȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŀƭǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ƭƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ω 
My Catholic faith gives meaning to my life ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘȅ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƛŘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ω {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊ ω 
¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω ¢ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōȅ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ being the great family of God, kind and generous, coming together to 
ƘŜƭǇ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ω wŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾƻǘƛƻƴǎ ω tǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ό{±tκ/ŀǘŜƴƛŀƴǎ ŜǘŎύ ω tǊŀȅŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
ω /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΗ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ω tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ω tƻƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ω [ŀŎƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ 
who have had to stop coming to Mass because of age or infirmity, especially those who used to 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘ aŀǎǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ω ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω /ƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŘŜŀƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǇǇallingly and the 
ǿŀȅ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜκŀǊŜΚ ¢ǊŜŀǘŜŘ ω tŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ±ƛŎǘƛƳƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜǎ 
ω LƴǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƛǘƘǎΣ [D.¢v ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƭƛǘƛǎƳ  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦŜel welcomed and respected whatever their race/social 
ŎƭŀǎǎκŦŀƛǘƘκŜǘŎ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ōƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƛǘ ω ¢ƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ 
the prodigals - ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ aƻǊŀƭ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ω ¢ƻ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƻ 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω ¢ƻ Ƙave more priests  
Sacred heart of Jesus, Luton  
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Sacred Heart and Weston Favell, Northampton 
 
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions? 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic? 
!ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǳǎΦ 
Education - know God, who is alive and love & serve God and increase the desire to know him 
better. 
Forgiveness; care of others and united in the Holy Spirit. 
The Church is my life. 
I can go to Mass in any country and feel at home. 
The Eucharist is very important in my life. 
To be part of the Body of Christ. 
My moral compass. 
Comfort in times of difficulty. 
 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? 
Making people feel welcome at Mass and prayer groups. 
The involvement of the laity. 
Dedication of the clergy. 
Masses throughout the week. 
Community work in prisons, hospitals and schools. 
Providing missionary care and aid to charities, such as CAFOD and food banks. 
Contact with those in need - the sick, the dying and the provision of the Sacraments. 
Pilgrimages. 
The use of religious ceremony. 
Parish is an oasis of peace and calm. 
Helping families at special times - baptism, first communion, marriage, funerals. 
The SVP. 
 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? 
Lack of continuing adult formation. 
Engaging with the LGBT community. 
Caring for the divorced and remarried. 
Poor quality of education, both general and religious, in many of our Catholic schools. 
There is a danger that we can stick too rigidly to the rules and risk becoming pharisaical. 
 
What is your dream for the Church? 
A missionary church. Inspiring laity to lead more in the wider community. 
That the young will keep attending Mass which they can find boring. Sustain the commitment made 
by children and parents in the Sacraments of Initiation so that they continue to be involved in parish 
life. 
Greater use of the Sacrament of Penance. 
Every parish to have a wide variety of music to cater for all. 
Increase in vocations ς improve our outreach to the young. 
Reaching out to other Christians and those of other faiths. Working with them on local social 
projects. 
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St Alban's R.C. Parish, Winslow 
 
Process Used: 
 
 Version 2: 24 Feb 22 Our parish is mainly retired people with a few younger adults/parents and 
school children. Three zoom sessions and one physical meeting took place with twenty-two 
contributors, seven questionnaires were returned and three individual conversations took place. 
This feedback is taken from the notes of two gracious listeners then finalised by a small parish group. 
We have highlighted the main themes under each of the four Diocesan questions as bullet points 
and included some direct quotes underneath these.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 Most of our contributors were brought up within large parishes with active communities and 
several Priests. Growing up in this environment had been a route through to cultural and often-
lifelong adherence to Catholicism and had been extremely important for their journey in faith. All 
felt sadness at the decline of the church and communities once experienced, in particular for young 
people and the effect this has on the church today.  Living with God each day  As a catholic I value 
the Eucharist and regular access to the Sacraments  To me the universality of the church provides 
stability and unity  We have the scriptures and Angels and Saints as role models Faith gives me the 
answers to most questions in life both on a spiritual and emotional level Being a Catholic means 
following a way of life where I can show kindness, forgiveness, understanding, tolerance and 
encouragement to others  Shared Values with other Christians.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƛǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΩǎ global issues and often speaks 
ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΦ tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ 
well to the immediate problem of the Covid pandemic, People felt gratitude and thought it 
contributed to a feeling of togetherness with other Catholics; Response to Covid well handled with 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƳŀǎǎΩǎΣ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǊƻǎŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ bƻǾŜƴŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
available as meeting point for Catholics. Sharing Churches with other denominations can help with 
costs and maintenance. I can go into a church and feel close and talk to God You can go to Mass 
anywhere in the world and feel at home. It is humbling but amazing to realise there are Catholics 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǳǎΦ ω tǊƛŜǎǘǎ can be the source of comfort and wisdom. I 
remember, priests would come to the house, and were part of community/society. Weekly Mass 
sheets provided underpin comprehension. Social Justice and teaching ς the church gets it right by 
looking after the poor and needy. The work of Nuns and Monks with children, families and the poor 
all around the world. Catholic Schools stand out as achieving better academic outcomes. The 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LΩƳ ƛƴ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
ω Continuing experiences of strict rules and attitudes of Clergy clashes with differing lifestyles and 
modern cultures: Lots of rules and regulations ς it feels it would be easier to be a non Catholic 
Christian at times. Burden of guilt is hard to shake off ƛƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜΦ ω LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǊǳƭŜǎ 
are not made clear for all: Very little said by clergy or hierarchy when the Prime Minister got married 
ƛƴ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ω /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ 
and others groups: Church will not bend and should be more flexible especially for those wishing to 
ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
culture, identity and modern attitudes with a perception that Church guidance is out dated:  Now 
consider myself as a Christian first, then a Catholic I love Mass, but more and more I feel less of a 
Catholic, but just a Christian We use the concept of reconciliation and forgiveness, but where does 
this connect to consŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ нΚ ω ! {ǘǊƻƴƎΣ ŘŜŜǇ ŘƛǎƳŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
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Abuse and way complaints have been handled over many years yet still happening: There is a lack of 
understanding about the causes and situations that can lead to abuse. Church should be more 
transparent. Covering up serious problems. Reputation of church is upheld rather than of suffering 
ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ  5ŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ω ¢ƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǿŜ Řƻ bh¢ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
listening processes inviting reflection and honesty between individuals, parish or dioceses. There 
also appears very little communication about joining up parishes and resources to facilitate 
supporting each other, this could help build on local strengths and help areas of weakness. For 
example, our parish of St Albans has great strength of community spirit; a weak area is that we have 
few young people with none attending Catholic Schools so there is little opportunity for them to 
meet other young Catholics. More synods to help enhance our faith Can we do more together, not 
ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ōǳǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎΚ ω hƴŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΥ 
IŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜΧ L ŀƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ aŀǎǎ ω ±ŀǊƛŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘurgy is poor and relates only to creationism not reflecting 
ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ Ƴȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴǎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ 
church teaching and the ability to relate this to the world and the times we live in. Population these 
days are generally better educated yet, in some ways, NOT educated in way of faith. Role of catholic 
schools could be extended? Do they prepare pupils enough? How can I explain the meaning of 
¢Ǌŀƴǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚ ω DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ [ƛǘǳǊƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ aŀǎǎ 
feels distant from me, I had to work really hard to connect and retain connection: Latin is part of our 
history Latin is no longer learnt so is like a foreign language to newcomers Liturgy should always be 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ hǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘΥ ω wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ 
ƛƴ ŀƴ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƻ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ simply a tolerated 
guest. Decreased services and diminished facilities are most keenly felt, also the erosion of 
meaningful things giving substance. For example: individual death/baptism/confirmation dedications 
at mass and celebrating personal anniversaries. Some worried that traditions lost due to the 
pandemic such as, wine for Laity, the sign of peace, the offertory procession, the use of servers and 
blessing those not able to receive the Eucharist, might not return. This would leave them feeling 
even less involved.  I hope that our parish of St Albans carries on.  Can we have a mass dedication 
ōƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ ω aƻǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ tǊƛŜǎǘΥ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
living in the Parish, perhaps having a another job. This leads to a lack of opportunity to talk and also 
to a loss of personal connection, restricting the formation of good partnerships: Miss having a priest 
to be able to talk to Feel like I am losing my faith and there is no encouragement Some housebound 
people receive the Eucharist from a lay person but may not have seen a priest for years. Leadership 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ Χ tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǾŀǊȅ ōǳǘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜ 
ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΚ ω [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻther spiritual leaders We 
could benefit by knowledge gained from other religions and their leaders.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
Dƭƻōŀƭ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΥ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƻǇ ŘƻǿƴΩ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΣ 
to establish fewer layers of hierarchy. People expressed reticence at confiding in the clergy due to 
individual experiences of the clergy giving different interpretations. The church needs wider horizons 
and a shared vision of worship rather than rigid structures. I wish ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ΨǳǎΩ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎΦ 
ω ¢ƘŜ ǿƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
those who are divorced, remarried people and the LGBTQ community with more thought on how to 
include those who are lapsed. All should be fully welcomed, Most yearned for a more  God centred 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ¢ƘŜ wƻƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΥ ω !ƭƭ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǾŜƘŜƳŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ tǊƛŜǎǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ marry. 
Equally, women should have stronger roles in the Church such as Priests and Deacons. Several 
expressed personal experience of how positive the Ordination of women had been within the 
!ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΦ LǘΩǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǿ ƴot in the distant future. This 
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would bring a new perspective to the spiritual life of the church. A stronger role for the laity 
particularly women should be re-examined, culture may have excluded them in the past.  Women 
have so much to offer Christian UniǘȅΥ ω /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
respect other religions and have more joint services at both a local and global level, giving more 
opportunity for the laity to share and have greater dialogue with other Christian groups as well as 
other religions.  I would like Christians to support each other as an important part of Christian unity. 
9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΥ ω ¢ƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘŜŜƴǎΣ ǿŀǎ 
a big issue, most thought they would continue in their faith or come back to it if it were more 
relevant, interesting and more dynamic. A liturgy more relevant to modern life would be appealing; 
many felt their children switched off during services. Most would like to have more up to date role 
models and a greater knowledge of recent Saints. We need a greater range of activities for younger 
children, ask them what they would like and think more about what they need. Encourage and 
involve young people and understand the issues they face in the modern world.  We need to 
modernise how the essential message is delivered, make it more fun and more interactive, without 
changing it  My parish is a bit dead, there is not a lot for teenagers like me Our Parish and the way 
ǿŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΥ ω Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘe loyalty and depth of feeling of the congregation of St 
Albans Parish. We look for leadership to enhance and re-energise our congregation in this growing 
thriving town. People want to pray for their own sharing joys and sorrows at mass in an informed 
way. ω /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƘŀŘ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ 
opportunities for prayer and services; they feel committed to using these more in the future. It was 
accepted that not everyone would be able to access in this way and considerable thought needs to 
go into how to include the vulnerable and housebound. More opportunity is requested for 
opportunities for study and prayer.  Can we have more opportunity for prayer and study through 
perhaps sharing with other parishes. The Synodal WƻǳǊƴŜȅΥ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦŜǊǾŜƴǘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 
synod process will not just be a one off that it will continue or be repeated in some way. Some 
expressed frustration at whether the laity will be heard. Although some felt negative about the 
future, others, based on the shared experience of this Synodal process, felt an opportunity to 
ƛƴǾƛƎƻǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ ōȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ ω Lǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
many dream of a church that is inclusive and reflects modern life, not only in the West, but also 
across the world. One which allows people to live life, as Christ would wish them to. I want the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ  ²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
complacency is a stumbling block. There must be a cessation of the inward looking culture.  
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{ǘ !ƛŘŀƴΩǎΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ /ƘŀƭŦƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎΣ /ƘŜǎƘŀƳ .ƻƛǎ 
 
The comments contained in this response are drawn from the various parish meetings which have 
taken place within the communities of St !ƛŘŀƴǎΩΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ /ƘŀƭŦƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎΣ /ƘŜǎƘŀƳ .ƻƛǎΦ  
They also contain the input of Deacon David Curtis and have been reviewed by Fr Roy Karakkattu 
and Brian Gallagher who helped gather the Parish feedback. 
 
The Mass 
 
The continuity and the universality of the Mass were seen as very important, giving people a sense 
of their place in the ongoing life of the Church and bringing them closer to their Catholic brothers 
and sisters around the world.  The local community of Mass goers was described as a family giving 
unconditional love and support to any of its members.   
 
Concern was expressed at the reduction in Mass attendance that has been occurring over the last 20 
years and has been more recently worsened by the Covid pandemic.  The particular reduction in 
attendance amongst teenagers, young adults and families with children of all ages was noted with 
sadness and alarm was expressed as to what this will mean for Mass attendance in years to come. 
 
Views were expressed about what the Church might do to reverse this trend.  These included: 
 

¶ More music and singing in Mass. 

¶ Shorter Masses as children find it difficult to concentrate for more than 45 minutes after 
which time parents need to focus more on their children than on the Mass.  

¶ aƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƳŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΦ 

¶ ! ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
the readings and prayers and to allow their parents to focus fully on the Mass. 

¶ Rethink Mass times.  It is not helpful to have two churches which are close together offering 
Mass at the same or very similar times.  Equally there is a need to understand what Mass 
times would attract more families or young people.  Some parents felt that a 4pm Sunday 
Mass would be very helpful. 

¶ Concerns that the Latin Mass at Chesham Bois restricts our Parish mass times and 
ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 5ŀǾƛŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
authoritatively. 

 
 
Priestly Formation 
 
Sadness and concern were expressed about the falling number of Priests and the impact that this 
may have on the frequency and location of Masses in the future.  Concern was also expressed that 
the requirement for celibacy is attracting the wrong type of men to the priesthood.  In addition, the 
model of individual priests living alone and with relatively little support from their diocese was 
thought to be unhelpful.  There was almost unanimous agreement that the Church should allow 
married priests with very few understanding or accepting the arguments given by the Church against 
such a move.  This lack of understanding is heightened by the full acceptance of married Anglican 
Priests into the Church. A common suggestion was that Permanent Deacons could be ordained as 
priests. 
 
In all our discussions there was continued sadness, hurt and anger over the child sex abuse cases in 
the Church.  Whilst clearly hating the sins of those involved a significant part of the anger was 
addressed at the Church itself for its past and continuing failure to openly and honestly address 
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these issues.  People did not want to be part of a Church where protecting and sheltering priests and 
nuns who have committed these crimes is considered more important than openness, honesty and 
real care for the victims.  This issue is more important than the Church seems to realise and is a 
continuing source of pain and frustration for many active Mass goers. 
 
Concern was expressed that the formation program for Priests is not adequately preparing them for 
Parish life.  Priests are leaving seminaries not properly equipped to cope with the demands of Parish 
life.  There often seems to be a lack of compassion and mercy in their response to the challenges 
faced by parishioners in their journey through life. Some thought that Priests needed to have more 
experience of life before starting their formation, others thought that the formation program 
needed to focus more on the practical aspects of being a Parish priest.  With the shortage of Priests 
there is much less scope for mentoring from experienced parish Priests and so these aspects of the 
formation programme take on increased importance. 
 
 
Catholic Education 
 
There was extensive support and praise for the local Catholic primary school.  Having a local Catholic 
primary school was very much appreciated and seen as an important factor in the high numbers of 
children joining the First Holy Communion preparation courses. Parents were sad that there is no 
local Catholic secondary school which could help older children through a very challenging phase of 
their development and provide a strong foundation for their faith journey and their continued active 
engagement with the Church. 
 
It was suggested that stronger links between Parishes and schools would help to draw lapsed 
parents back to the Church and a more active participation in Parish life.  This would also offer 
stronger support communities for parents. Extending and developing Catholic education through 
more and bigger Catholic schools was seen as a vital part of re-evangelising the families and children 
who no longer attend Mass regularly.  A pushback on this and other initiatives might be cost but the 
Church is perceived as hugely wealthy organisation which is failing to apply its resources to grow the 
Church or to aid those in our communities in real need. 
 
 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ presence in the community 
 
With the diminishing number of people attending Mass any initiatives tend to rely on support from 
the same parishioners.  Fatigue, increasing age and other demands on their time limit how active the 
Church community can be. Consequently, It was felt that local Catholic communities were becoming 
too insular and inward looking. 
 
A more active and visible engagement with local communities and the issues and challenges facing 
them and the world more generally was felt important to both publicise the work that the Catholic 
church already sponsors and supports and to encourage greater and more active participation 
amongst Catholics who have ceased to regularly attend Mass. Catholic Social Teaching (CST) was 
seen as a very powerful basis for engaging all ages, but particularly teenagers and young adults.  It 
has, perhaps, been forgotten by many that being a Catholic means more than simply attending Mass 
once a week.  Through greater knowledge of CST and creating more opportunities to put it into 
practice at a local level we can show that the Catholic community is actively engaged in addressing 
the issues that really matter to individuals and communities.  This will attract back those who want 
to be part of a community which is actively doing good in the world.   
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Even in our most prosperous Parishes there are those being left behind, those who have to rely on 
food banks or pay-day loans to survive.  Surely the great resources of the Church could be brought to 
bear much more actively and effectively to help the poor and disadvantaged in our Parishes and 
Diocese.  The idea of offering an alternative source of short-term financial assistance to counter the 
reliance on pay-day loans with their criminal rates of interest is something that we could explore 
through the establishment of a Catholic Credit Union.  This would also allow more wealthy 
individuals and Parishes to support those from less affluent parts of the Diocese. 
 
 
Re-establishing Parish social life 
 
It is vital to re-establish and extend Parish social activities as we emerge from the pandemic. Many 
groups including the old, lonely, the worried and young parents would find it very helpful to have 
opportunities to share experiences and seek mutual help and advice.  For example, we could 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ά¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǘέ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ά.ŀōȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŘƭŜǊέ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ά.ŀŎƪ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
Youth social action groups.  Mutual support and help were seen as important attributes of thriving 
Parishes but we need to facilitate these opportunities and give them time to get established. It is 
also important that Parishes are prepared to invest time and money in such activities. 
 
Other purely social activities like garden parties, quiz nights, Parish lunches and coffee after Mass 
offer a chance for people to re-establish their links with other members of the community and can 
also give opportunities for fund raising for good causes or local initiatives. 
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St Anne's Wendover 
 
Process Used: 
People really appreciated the opportunity to come together and talk.  A very rare opportunity to 
open up big themes around how their religion impacts their lives, their hopes and dreams, speak 
about wounds. 
The spiritual conversation process has been profound.  
 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
Belonging to a global community. 
Feeling of being special. 
Sensitivities to the ecumenical dimension of our community which is enriching. 
The community is a place we can bring our sadness and joy. 
Feeling that it is part of the core of our identity.  It defines the way we live and gives a richness to 
our lives beyond words. 
The importance of the Eucharist which is at the core. It gives an inner sense of never being alone and 
a feeling of love, safety and security with a God who loves. 
Being grateful to have models such as parents on whom to base our faith from an early age. 
Teaching and Scripture to fall back on. 
  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
Being a strong, loving community, supportive of one another and open to new people.  It provides 
spiritual and practical support. 
Greeting and welcome is vital for creating a sense of community that is familiar and friendly. 
The teaching of the church ς especially Vatican II 
SVP and other charitable outreach. 
Bereavement support, particularly through the liturgies. 
Sustaining the congregation as a +1 church as parishes and clergy change. 
Music enriches our community. 
Inter-church worship e.g. shared space with Free Church in Wendover where both bills and worship 
are supported by both communities. 
The universality of the Church is a constant-Mass is the same all over the world. People come 
together to celebrate the Eucharist. 
  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Poor communication both among Catholics and with non-Catholics. 
Language can be old fashioned and exclusive. 
Covering clergy abuse instead of being open and dealing with it. 
Lack of support and training for priests, no community for them.  Not to have to live alone, be alone 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ς there is so much potential. 
aƛǎƻƎȅƴƛǎǘƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ ǘŀǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭities. 
We do not harness the gifts of young people. 
The church does not welcome everyone and is judgemental, eg divorced, LGBT 
  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
To continue to have Scripture based conversations about our faith. 
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We need the tools to go out to people. 
Improved communication and organisation 
Continue work of Vatican II, which was a breath of fresh air 
Greater continuity when reaching out to people to create communities. 
Address the shortage of priests by allowing married priests. 
Priests should live in communities for practical and mental/emotional support. 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ 
Gossip about priests, the homeless and marginalised should stop-they should be cared for by the 
Church. 
Join together with other churches. 
Support pro-life issues and communicate with the wider world more often. 
Create more opportunities for parish discussions, spiritual growth and prayer. 
Keep talking 
Build on the creation of the Church being a listening Church and empowering the laity. 
Not making it difficult for people with families to come to come to Church.   
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St Anthony of Padua, Farnham Royal, Slough 
 
Process Used: 
 
 During the month of January 2022, a number of synod conversations were held with parishioners to 
ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ƪŜȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘΩǎ 
response to the Diocese for Synod 2021-2023. In total 22 session were offered, including two online 
sessions and two in the neighbouring Catholic Primary School, one was specifically offered to 
parents of children preparing for their First Holy Communion and one for young people. In all 52 
adults and young people attended. Meetings were held on weekdays and at weekends, day time and 
evening to ensure as wider cross section of people as possible were able to contribute their views to 
the process. In addition, a questionnaire was offered for people to record their views in writing. We 
received three responses to this questionnaire of which two were from parishioners who had 
already attended one of the Parish meetings. These have also been included in this summary. In 
addition we received one Letter in Response to the Catholic Church Synod, which, with permission, 
we have appended in its entirety.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 Joys of being a Catholic Personal: The joys of being a Catholic were generally expressed within the 
context of faith, specifically - knowing that God is with you at all times; a feeling of inner peace; 
prayer; the teachings of Jesus and celebrating these through the sacrifice of the Mass; the 
Sacraments; devotion to Our Lady; and particularly the worldwide celebrations of Easter and 
Christmas. Many commented that their faith brings structure to their lives. It was also important to 
people that they feel part of a Christian Family, both locally and globally and that the Church 
provides them with guidance to live by and a Creed that all Catholics share. The example of the 
Saints and Martyrs and other holy men and women through the years and the history of the faith 
were clearly very important to many people. A number of young people expressed their joy at 
knowing Christ in their lives and living with Him day by day. Local: - tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ {ǘΦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ǿŀǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎΦ 
tŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƘey had of 
being close to God when they were there. The peace and quiet of the Church was also commented 
on, as was the variety of opportunities provided to connect with God and provide a focus for life. 
Some commented on the privilege of being able to serve the Parish community. Others commented 
on the joy they felt from music within the Mass and other celebrations. Being able to send your 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΦ DƭƻōŀƭΥ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
that they were part of a worldwide community encompassing all nationalities. Pope Francis was 
seen by some as embracing this. He was described by one respondent as humble and charismatic 
and his leadership on climate change was of particular note. Difficulties and challenges of being a 
Catholic Personal: The personal difficulties and challenges of being a Catholic were identified by 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǎǘŀȅƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΤ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
explain to non-Catholic friends why the Church has the policies that it currently has and personal 
struggles with accepting certain aspects of the received faith, such as its teaching on birth control 
and divorce. Many commented that it was challenging to bring up children in the Catholic Faith 
within the context of the modern world and make them go to Mass. One adult commented that 
Mass can be monotonous. Many commented on feelings of guilt when they did not meet the 
exacting standards of the Church. Others said that they found it challenging to go to confession in 
the traditional way but preferred a Service of Reconciliation which was less formal. Local: In relation 
to getting involved in the local church, many commented that the same people doing everything in 
the same ways for years makes it difficult for new people who want to help, to get involved or to 
bring in any fresh ideas. It was also noted that some Clergy have been perceived to be difficult or to 
have behaved in an unacceptable way and that there are no systems in place for this to be dealt 
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with. There were other comments that there seemed to be inconsistencies in the interpretation of 
scripture and Church teaching from priest to priest. A number of regular Mass-goers commented 
that the local Church had been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 virus and that a number of 
previous regular attenders have stopped coming to Church. One person commented that they found 
it hard to focus when the Church was not quiet during Mass. Global: The overwhelming response to 
the challenges of being a Catholic globally was the perception that the Catholic faith is diminishing. 
Some felt that the Church has become too political. Many commented that it is not seen to use its 
substantial funds to make a difference to people all over the world. A number of responses also 
commented on what they consider to be outdated policies of the Church, particularly in relation to 
divorce, gender inequality, and the treatment of LGBTQ+ people. People also felt that there was a do 
as I say, not as I do attitude from the hierarchy of the Church and that the contribution made by the 
laity was not properly recognised by higher authorities in the Church. There was also a perception 
that priests and others within the hierarchy showed a lack of faith. Most responders felt that the 
Church is in need of reform in order to remain relevant in the modern world and needs to be seen to 
be a force for good in every community. A small number commented that the restrictions on the use 
of the traditional Latin Mass and that the decision to transfer Holy Days to Sundays were regrettable. 
Others commented that they felt that not everyone understands that Catholicism is part of 
Christianity or what is the same and different between Catholics and other Christians.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
[ƻŎŀƭΥ [ƻŎŀƭƭȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
priest who is always accessible and that every Mass is a good Mass. It was also noted how the 
current priest cares about each individual with a holistic approach and that he includes all 
parishioners in decisions to be made and makes the whole church feel involved. Many commented 
on how well the priest conducts baptisms, confirmations, funerals etc. Many people including, one 
of the young people who participated, commented on how helpful they find the preaching after the 
Gospel at Mass. A number of people commented that they greatly valued the monthly 24 hour 
Adoration and Service of Benediction that has been recently introduced. Others voiced their 
appreciation of the availability of week-day Mass, Rosary and prayer groups. Music was another 
thing that was felt to be done well. People valued the diversity of the Parish community and felt that 
it was representative of the local demographic. Almost everyone commented on how welcoming 
ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘΦ ¢Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ǊȅǇǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
choice of Sunday Masses available to attend were also highly regarded by most. Having young 
readers in the Mass was also very well received. Others felt that at times, when there had been a 
lack of clear leadership from the priest, the laity had been strong and proactive. Some commented 
that special events such as the Church fete had a strong community feel and all were encouraged to 
participate in the various ministries within the Church. There were also remarks that the teaching of 
children was good in the Church and in the school. The availability of online Mass via Zoom was also 
seen to be helpful. Global: Globally, responders felt that the Church is good at celebrating the main 
Christian Festivals and giving some clear messages that are globally respected and endure through 
time. Televised messages and the availability of online Mass across the world was also felt to be a 
strength. The ability to participate in and follow Mass wherever you are in the world, whether or not 
you speak the language, was felt to be very positive. It was also noted by many that it is good to 
have the Pope as a world-wide leader who visits many different countries and that the Catholic 
Church unites people of different nationalities in one focus of adoration and worship. There were 
also comments that Pope Francis comes across as loving and understanding. People felt that the 
Catholic Church has a good reputation for educating and creating opportunities across the world, 
particularly in its missionary activity with schools, hospitals and through the work of CAFOD 
worldwide. One group commented that on a global basis the Church tries to reach out to young 
people. Some felt that the current structure of the Church is good.  
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Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Local: At a local level, responders felt that more young people need to be encouraged to come to 
Church and more parishioners need to be encouraged to get involved in charitable activities within 
the local community. It was also felt that more could be done to make non-Catholics and non-
practicing Catholics feel welcome at Mass. A lot of people commented on not knowing who to 
approach if they have questions or want to become more involved and that it should be made 
ŎƭŜŀǊŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /hurch finances are not 
always well managed and that not enough information is shared within the Parish regarding how the 
finances are being spent. Responders also noted that building maintenance has not been managed 
well in the past and that there are not enough groups in the Parish for supporting families, young 
people or for studying the Bible. More teaching about the faith beyond sacramental preparation and 
involvement of greater numbers of adult and child volunteers were also highlighted as areas for 
development. It was suggested that the sound system in Church needs to be improved and that 
within worship, some commented that hymn choices need to be more upbeat and inclusive to 
encourage congregational singing. Many people commented on the lack of current provision for 
children during main Sunday Mass. It was noted that the Church website could do with some 
improvement. There was also a comment that there are currently no set times for Confession which 
they found unhelpful and that the 24 hour Adoration should be held on the first rather than second 
CǊƛŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
there were difficulties with their Parish Priest and that he had just been moved on to another Parish. 
Global: Some responders felt that the Catholic Church has become afraid to speak out on global 
issues, preferring instead to hold its counsel. It was also noted by many that the church has not 
moved with the times in relation to a wide range of issues - namely support for the LGBTQ+ 
community, teaching on contraception and the ordination of married men and all women to the 
priesthood. It was also felt that the Church does not do enough to encourage vocations to the 
priesthood and to prepare seminarians for the reality of Parish life. Others commented that more 
use could be made of the laity, particularly in situations where a Parish Priest cannot be found but 
the Parish Community is vibrant. A number of people also commented on the perception that the 
Church is very wealthy but not seen to share its wealth where it is most needed in the world. There 
was particular concern that the Church is not tackling the challenges of homelessness at a global 
level. There is a perception that funds of the Church are not properly accounted for. A small number 
of people felt that new churches are not being built to display the beauty of God but rather to look 
like modern unattractive buildings. In nearly every group at least one person commented that recent 
scandals and cover-ups had diminished the moral authority of the Church. It was also felt that the 
Church is not good at managing the media and particularly social media. It has been noted that there 
has been pressure placed on certain enclosed orders of nuns to become more involved in their local 
communities and this is not always welcomed. An opinion was also expressed that the Church 
should not change things said by previous popes and that some clergy have found themselves 
victimised for speaking out.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
The overwhelming response for the dreams of the future of the Church was to see the Church family 
increase with Churches filled with people of all ages and full of warmth, joy and hope. The Church 
would be vibrant at all levels and a beacon of light for the whole world, teaching and practising 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ 
included the need to make Church more attractive to children and to adults of all ages; to be a 
strong mission Church; to attract more vocations to the priesthood including women and married 
men; to be more transparent; to be more understanding and accepting. Following on from this, the 
majority felt that in order to achieve these objectives, the Church will need to become more up to 
date and inclusive without losing sight of its traditions and core beliefs and that people will need to 
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be encouraged to give more generously of their time and money to the work of the Church. Many 
hoped for a unified Christian Church in ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ [ƻŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎΩ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ 
included well taught congregations, a strong mission focus for the church, retreats and Bible Study 
groups and regular Parish meetings. Many also noted the need for the Church nationally and globally 
to continue to teach its core message with support and explanation, so as to not be taken out of 
context and appear to be unduly judgmental. Many of the younger participants commented how 
ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜrations to come. It was suggested 
in one meeting that the Pastoral Council of Vatican II be revoked, also that the third secret of Fatima 
be fully revealed and that the Church should consecrate Russia at the request of Mary. Some 
commented that their dream was for the return of Catholics who have left the faith and the 
conversion of non-believers. In summary, this exercise has generated many positive ideas for how 
the Church both locally and globally should move forward and a clear desire and commitment from 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŀǘ {ǘ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅΩǎ ƛƴ {ƭƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
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St Augustine's, Daventry 
 
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions? 
Below is an anonymous summary of the 21 parishioners of the Parish, including a member of 
significant group of Polish parishioners, who have replied to my request for input. Initially a request 
had been placed in the weekly Parish newsletter by Fr. James Cassidy, the Parish Priest on Nov.14th 
and has been inserted each week for a number of weeks. 
I agreed to a request from Fr. James to act as the recipient of any replies, which should be via email. 
After 10 days or so I had had no replies so I advised Fr. James I that would solicit replies from 10 or 
so parishioners I knew took an active part in the Parish and had eight replies after some prompting. 
 
Following the responses I had received, I reported to the Parish Core group, which is Chaired by the 
Parish priest with the assistant PP also attending. The CG were impressed by the quality of the 
replies and proposed that an attempt be made to engage more parishioners. Another member of 
the group, John Peachy, agreed to help me progress this idea. As a result, all parishioners were 
invited via the Parish newsletter with a 
questionnaire attached for them to return. This elicited only one reply. A meeting after Sunday Mass 
was planned and one in the week with a time suitable for maybe younger people with children at 
school. 
 
At the Sunday meeting in the Parish Hall, most people sat at various tables as usual for their 
refreshments, so JP & I decided to go to them rather than waiting for them to come to us. We took 
the question papers around to each table and remined them what it was about and asked if they 
would like to answer the questions. We received 12 papers back, some were a summary of what 3 or 
4 people on a table had discussed. An approach to our small off shoot church in the village of 
Yelvertoft by David Wilson, had elicited 3 replies and the weekday meeting just 1 reply. 
 
Below is a summary of all these replies, in the order of the 3 questions the Diocese had set us. Some 
of the responses were the similar so I have tried not to repeat them except where there is a different 
emphasis. 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic? 
 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? 
All responders clearly valued being members of the Church. They spoke of the value of the 
opportunity to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist and their gratitude for the physical presence 
of a parish church, served by its priests and people. They also welcomed the opportunities for 
support and friendship that a parish provides in good times and hard times, such as a bereavement. 
There was a comment on the impact of the Covid crisis on how beneficial it was to be able to watch 
Mass online. This initially, was the only alternative to the suspended attending of Mass in person and 
was invaluable! Some have continued to do this, and one respondent said on this , "Everyone is 
different and they have to do what they have to do, but there is no substitute for going to Mass if 
you can". 
Having access to Mass online each day is, however, a great way to start the day and possibly brings 
the Mass to people who would otherwise not have it. Gradually, many churches have switched their 
online forum off, but the Cathedral in Northampton seems to have set it up permanently. It's a 
media outlet that we certainly hadn't previously used but, with today's technology, needs to be a 
part of the whole gamut of communications. 
The Parish should continue to try to gather parishioners for social events such teas after Masses and 
also continue to attract young people to be part of Masses by doing their altar serving and involving 
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them in the Mass. It should also continue catechism from early years and welcoming parents to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
It is important that we continue to be a part of a strong church that at its heart it is centred on the 
love of Christ and teaches His values. Another important aspect of the Church is that is not afraid to 
speak out for the poor and underprivileged and on matters of social justice. 
¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ 
valuable assert for families and society and should be maintained. 
The diocese, and maybe some of the bigger parishes, should be accessible to the people to improve 
and maintain good communications with diocese parishes and people. This process could be enabled 
by having trained volunteers answer enquiries mainly phone and internet promptly. 
Continue to provide a place for worship and contemplation. Teas and coffees after services to 
encourage fellowship. 
The church should remain open and stick to traditional Catholic hymns. 
aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΩ charity work dialogue between all Christians, as well as other religions. Praying and 
celebrating with other churches, encouraging Christianity. 
Educating the children. Keeping the music. 
Keep serving the community pastorally and spiritually. People are now getting their spirituality from 
the Internet since Covid, which is detrimental to parish life. 
IŀǾŜ Ƨƻƭƭȅ ƘȅƳƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΦ LƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ 
aid. 
Being sensitive to bereaved and the sick. showing humility in the way we treat everyone, especially 
the poor, and marginalised. Administering the sacrament of the sick and dying. 
Preach the word of God even if it conflicts with government law in the future. 
EXIST. Church (as both: community of people and a building) should exist in those both senses. 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻέ ŦŜŜŘέ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
church survive for a couple of years. For Catholics who come from abroad church is the place where 
they find strength, peace and consolation in prayer in front of God 3 (in a foreign land ) as well as 
develop relationships with other people who share the same values. Church building is a special 
place where people encounter God in a special way ς in the sacrament of Eucharist and can grow in 
faith by sharing their spiritual experience with other people. 
PRAY. Prayer is the main mission of the Church and we should never forget that. The less we pray 
the deeper crisis the church has to go through. When the church stops praying, it dies. Priests should 
encourage people to come to Mass during the week because this is how God bestows his blessing on 
us. If people are told Mass is a great blessing (brings joy, strength and consolation) will become 
interested in it. We should reƴŜǿ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ 
and show it to other people. 
Mass availability is an issue. People have different spiritual needs ς some people find it enough to 
attend Mass once a week, while others not. The majority of working people in the UK have no 
choice. Weekday Mass in English parishes is at the time when they are at work (mainly in the 
morning), so they have no chance to come. it is no wonder that gradually their faith vanishes, they 
Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ see the need to come to church at all. Whenever possible, if there is 
more than one priest available in a parish, there should be a choice for people - morning and 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ aŀǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊǳƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ tƻƭƛǎƘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘe UK offer 
various times of weekday Masses (morning and evening). Distribution of Holy Communion in church 
outside Mass is another suggestion. This is a good solution in those parishes where priests say the 
Mass at a time which some people find unsuitable for them. 
!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǎǎ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻǊέ 
ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎέΣ ό ŦŜŀǎǘǎύ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŜŀǎǘ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƳƴƭȅ 
e.g., Immaculate Conception, Presentation of the Lord in the Temple, Annunciation etc. 
STAY OPEN in situations when there is great danger for all humanity, e.g. pandemic. In such difficult 
ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ 
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to feel his healing touch. People can find the best help only in prayer. Prayer in church where our 
God dwells is better because the faithful meet God physically present there in the tabernacle, so 
they are reassured of his presence and their faith becomes strengthened. 
 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? 
2 What could the Church stop doing to allow for a focus on what really matters? 
There was a recognition that the Church in the West, at least, was going through a considerable 
crisis with the greatly reduced number of priestly vocation and an aging clergy. This in turn was 
having an impact on the future viability of some parishes and perhaps the Holy Spirit is urging a new 
look at some established traditions to ensure a Church for now. As a result there were proposals on 
the way forward These included that the Church should stop requiring a vow of celibacy for its parish 
clergy and allow them to marry and have a family if they choose to do so. 
There was a proposal, mainly from personal family experiences, that it was time the Church looked 
more compassionately on married couples whose marriages had broken down through no fault of 
their own and allow them to remarry in the Church. 
The Church needs to focus less on the dogma and rules and instead encourage the practice more 
openly on the and compassion based on love of Jesus. 
It also needs to pay less emphasis to outsiders and other Christians and focusing on the of the 
differences between itself and others. This is especially so where the church refuses holy 
communion to those baptised members of other churches. This appears very judgemental and in 
opposition to Jesus' teachings. Also stop refusing HC to those it considers 'in sin'. We are all sinners. 
The Church should stop being so secretive, come clean over the safeguarding scandal/ financial 
issue/shortage of priests and come clean on real cost of running a parish/diocese, thus help 
understanding. This would help develop a collaborative approach with lay people. 
There should be a review of the provision of Catholic Schools to ensure they are equitable as there 
are some areas we have no Catholic education available, in others c 70% of our intake are other 
ŦŀƛǘƘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 
Encourage wider participation in the Mass by having a variety of music hymns to include different 
age groups a monthly mass that the youth could enjoy not the dire lukewarm hymns words and 
tunes. We need to encourage youth back into the church. 
Greater involvement of the laity. be involved with other communities. Encourage a sense of 
community within the parish. 
Contemplative music on entering and leaving the church. 
Allow priests to get married to encourage more to join and consider female priests. 
Work towards greater Christian unity. Reduce reading during Mass and instead explained the 
readings during Mass or introduce after Mass with discussion or interpretation or experience of the 
relevance of the themes. 
More activities focused on the of course Lent, a meditation on Marian devotions and more songs. 
Homilies to be more about catechesis then soft philosophy. Breakdown the Mass readings explained 
why we do believe some things. 
Tranquil music on leaving and entering the church to provide an atmosphere of peace and 
tranquillity to discourage chattering before Mass starts to allow people to pray in peace. 
Promote equality, joy and encouragement to a greater level. Nourish its members and show 
leadership inspired by the teaching of Jesus Christ. 
Put holy water in the front at the entrance to church. Restart giving Holy Communion in both kinds. 
Inform the community about exemptions in the use of masks. 
 
What is your dream for the Church? 
3 What new things should the Church consider doing? 
The church should allow women deacons and in due course women priests. Accept married priests 
and allow married deacons to become priests. 
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The church should allow parishioners, accountable to the bishop and the diocese, to continue to 
administer local churches when there may no longer be a priest available, as long there is a viable 
number of parishioners with necessary skills and competence. 
They could be permitted to lead prayers and when necessary, baptisms, marriages and funerals and 
host priests to say Mass when available. This whole arrangement could be kept under annual review 
involving the people and the Diocese. 
We have made great progress in the area of Ecumenism over the past 10 years, but we could be 
doing even more - our parish is vastly under -represented in this forum and we need to expand our 
thinking, talk about it more at church and raise the whole subject to a far higher level of 
engagement. 
We need to look at how we can circumvent the obvious GDPR rules and there are ways to clearly to 
put sick parishioners on our sick list - they need our prayers and, very often, it is a source of real 
frustration for many parishioners that they aren't aware that their fellow parishioners are not well. 
Bereavement Services, Masses in November, Blue Christmas Carols, all play an enormous part in 
helping those families with recently deceased members and, also, those whose family and friends 
who have died some time ago - the importance of these services has come more clearly into mind 
over the past couple of years - maybe we could build on these and look at what else we could do to 
embrace those in our parish whom need our support at this difficult time 
Now, more than ever, we have more parishioners who are housebound !!...whether this is because 
of shielding, or uncertainty about coming to Church in this Covid climate, or lapsed, or sick or 
medically restricted - similar to the challenges that GDPR above throws up, we need to find a way to 
cut through the red tape that restricts our identifying who they are. The SVP do a magnificent job in 
this area, but they could do with a lot more help so we can get to those parishioners and, 
notwithstanding the obstacles, and help them to continue an active faith life. 
Encourage our churches to be more visibly present in our communities. The churches could be 
centres where our faith is lived out. Where the poor and underprivileged are served. Hold meetings 
and social occasions with other denominations and faiths and have dialogue with them. 
Focus more on parish life and ecumenism by developing friendships and work on spiritual matters. 
Pray for each other as well as socialising and learn by more formation and learning how to support 
and help the needy or anyone in our society who needs support. By involving churches more in the 
groups and people around us. We do this by prayers and development of greater understanding of 
needs, not only within but around us but further 
afield. 
Encourage a music group to bring in an alternative way of worship sometimes. Pray with people in 
church. Encourage lay people to be trained to offer prayer after Mass or do special healing services 
for those desperate for help. 
Variations in the Church Services including Mass. e.g. a livelier Mass/service once a month? There 
could also be different hymns to cater for all tastes. This could also be a way Involving youngsters in 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aŀǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŜǘŎΦ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƭŀȅ ƭŜŘ 
services for young people run by them. 
More awareness of the Role of the Diocese e.g. the link from parish/deanery to diocese, in a straw 
poll, only 20% of folk know who the Bishop is. 
Improved Communications Skills. Train all clergy in the use a pc/email/zoom, social media. Make the 
congregation feel valued and loved and encouraged to be active members of their churches. 
Value our overworked and under appreciated clergy and work together to lift their burden. This 
means breaking the mindset that the priests and deacons do everything and the Masses sit and 
listen to them. 
Discourage people from chatting on entering the church for a prayerful atmosphere. 
Encourage children to be at church and encourage the community to tolerate disruption by younger 
children. Encourage children to go to children's liturgy. 
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The Church should be clear and firm on its teachings. Stop limitless tolerance towards other 
religions. Focus more on the Bible and its meaning and focus on joy and fraternity, do not over 
emphasise preaching on sin and punishment. 
More control and accountability of income and of Parish and Diocesan money 
Allow the sacraments of the Eucharist to be given to all non-Catholics. 
Be more tolerant of gay marriages, divorced couples, married clergy and women priests. 
Stop using gloves when administering Holy Communion. 
Use Stewards when the number of faithful coming to communion is so great that that's the 
ceremony is prolonged unnecessarily. 
Excluding minorities who wants to be part of the Christian community. 
Covering up any wrong doing by clergy or laity. 
Some come to receive Holy Communion after a long period of staying away from Sunday 
Mass and start thinking that they naturally deserve it. That way of thinking may finally result in 
developing false faith ς externally people may seem to be ideal Catholics but in fact they may be 
gradually losing the idea of what real faith is and what it is based on. 
Sacrament of reconciliation ς when this is a separate event, (mainly in Advent or in Lent), it should 
be concluded with distribution of Holy Communion. This is why people go to confession to be able to 
receive Holy Communion straight after it. 
Various prayer groups revival. People need to share their experience of faith with others, pray in a 
small group and discuss their problems with faith, talk about the Bible and the Church teaching etc. 
In English parishes (very desirable, but not always possible) there should be a bilingual priest who 
serves English- and non-English speaking parishioners. It would help keep the whole parish 
community together. 
Parish newsletter could be modernised ς there is enough space there to increase its content, (maybe 
publishing Sunday homily or another piece of religious writing). 
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St Augustine, High Wycombe 
 
Process Used: 
We had a mixture of meetings after Sunday Mass, larger Parish meetings, small groups and some 
people sending in comments either handwritten or via email.  There were also some who said they 
did not wish to take part because they didn't understand what it was about and had no wish to 
change Church Teaching! 
  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
We are privileged to receive the Body and Blood of Christ (and other Sacraments) and to witness to 
Him.  With this privilege goes the responsibility to witness.   Our identity as Catholics is the centre of 
our lives.  We desire to witness so as to share the benefits we have received and are strengthened in 
this work by the knowledge of having a sure moral compass derived from Scripture. 
Our Catholic identity gives us a framework for living our lives.  It is not solely an individual response 
to God but we are connected in faith to the whole Christian family.  This gives us an identity which 
enfolds and includes the identities rooted in our own particular cultures.  We belong to God, and as 
part of the Universal Church, are never far from home.  We belong and are secure.  We recognise 
our non-Catholic brothers and sisters in Christ and so wish to avoid any squabbling or triumphalism 
towards those who are also seeking to follow Christ, though we also hold fast to the faith we have 
received in fullness. 
Even when we fail there is always a way back, a way home.  Jesus continually calls us to Him, 'Do not 
be afraid.'  We seek to follow Him and listen to Him.  As we seek to develop a relationship with God 
we are strengthened by the practice of our faith in liturgy and in acts of charity. 
We know there are many ways of following Christ, but all are inevitably Christ-centred because He is 
alive.  The Eucharist is about the present and the future.  We know we can trust Him whether we are 
following Him in joy or in suffering and sacrifice.  
 
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The growth in Ecumenism over recent decades - the variety of forms of worship (Mass, Prayer 
Groups, Adoration, Confession, Rosary etc.) all rooted in the Liturgical and Doctrinal Traditions of the 
Church - Teaching and apologetics present us with Teaching that is both nuanced and clear - Catholic 
schools and hospitals have been a great success story, bringing benefits to Catholics and non-
Catholics alike - there are many opportunities for growing in faith - there is a very practical outreach 
to those in need, notably through organisations such as the SVP or CAFOD - the Church is one of very 
few powerful voices heard in the world that can be raised against injustice or oppression or a lack of 
moral vision 
  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
Sometimes as Catholics we can be insistent on having things our own way, causing or seeing 
divisions in our own church.  There can be localist or exclusivist attitudes.  Despite Ecumenism we 
can often have a sense of 'them and us' in relations with other Christians.  Still less interest is present 
in inter-faith relations.   
Many Church members do not seem to be committed, with the result that too often a huge burden 
of work falls on a very few people. 
While the Church seeks to welcome all, not everyone sees it that way.  Too often people with same-
sex attraction, or those who are divorced and remarried can imagine they are not welcome.  We 
need to seek to overcome this and to communicate better. 
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Better communication is also needed in areas of catechesis - the need to persuade people to grow in 
their faith and to persuade people that being a Catholic Christian should be a real commitment of 
the self to Christ.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
As Jesus urges us: 'Be Perfect!  We dream of a Church that will celebrate its beauty and authenticity 
through Teaching, Fellowship, Liturgy and the lives of the Saints, centred on Jesus and recognising in 
humility that we are not yet perfect as we improve methods of communication, accompanying 
others on the journey to God.  If the Church is to spread light in charity, truly becoming a Light of the 
World, individual Christians must wholeheartedly live the faith. 
We dream of a Church that really seeks to help the young properly understand the Teachings of the 
faith, with Sacramental programmes involving parents and communities; a Church with more 
cohesive and enduring groups for children and young adults to help with Teaching, Prayer and 
Fellowship, perhaps making more use of modern technology.  Nor should this Church forget the 
needs of older adults in friendship groups. 
All of this demands that more people should be actively involved in the life of the Church 
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St Augustine's parish, Milton Keynes Cluster 
 
Process Used: 
 
 We trained a number of listeners but the uptake for in-person conversations was very limited and 
disappointing. We engaged the congregation at Sunday Masses, including feedback. Responses 
could be in written form or on mobile phones using a website called Slido.com and included those 
following on the live-stream. This was not strictly in the spirit of synod but did in fact solicit a 
considerable number of suggestions which can be used to take forward in the parish as well as 
contributing to the diocesan submission. An online Survey Monkey was also offered and taken up by 
a good number of people.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 CƻǊ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƴȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ 9ǳŎƘŀǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
sacraments, and opportǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎύΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŀǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΦ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ƻŦ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ω Lǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŜǘƘƛŎŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŀnce and a way to be 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭΦ {ƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΥ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭŜŘ ƻǊ 
ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎΦ ω bŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƛǎƳ ω .ŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƛǊŘΣ 
out of touch Others remarked that they werŜ ƎǊƛŜǾŜŘ ōȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΥ ω {ƻƳŜ ǊƛƎƛŘ 
conservative church attitudes or teachings (e.g. homosexuality, attitude to women) were hurtful. 
¢ƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǳƴǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ ω {ŜȄǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴΦ  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The following are the things which the church does well and which helped people to journey 
together: Many people said that parish groups could help them ς ω .ŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 
groups which allow for a range of gifts to be used; some that have been led by lay people have been 
ǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƻǊȅΤ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ ω LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
activities is important to many people. Music group, CaFE, Bible courses, Life in the Spirit all 
ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ ω tƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ {ƻƳŜ 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ ω hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ ω ²ƘŜƴ ŀ .ƛǎƘop demonstrated that he was open to 
listening to and respecting those with alternative views, and a parish that actively welcomed those 
ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ [D.¢v ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΦ ω ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ ω {ƻƳŜ 
experiences of being well-informed and consulted at parish and diocesan level, (though not in the 
final decision-making). Being consulted and therefore made to feel involved in parish decisions is 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƴȅΦ ω ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ with 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŀǎŜΤ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ 
priests and of fellow parishioners when times are difficult. Examples of when prayer and the liturgy 
ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ ω The opportunities for worship and prayer 
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ω hƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ 
appreciated, enabling people to feel included during lockdown and opened them up to the Church in 
other parts of the world. Many still find this helpful post-ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΦ ω 5ƛƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
[ŀǘƛƴ aŀǎǎ ω ²ƘŜƴ aŀǎǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ hǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ 
ǎŜŜƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƭƭΥ ω ²ƘŜƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛfe, faith 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω tƻǇŜ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǇƻǇŜǎΦ ω ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ LL ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦ ω ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ are encouraged to be involved.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
The following are examples of things which were found to hinder journeying together and situations 
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ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƭƭΥ aƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΥ ω {ƻƳŜ older and some 
younger parishioners feel that the main focus of the church is on families and there is little/nothing 
for them. Some young people feel invisible. People miss opportunities to meet with their peer 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ω hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘh peer groups are few. The feeling of community is absent. 
ω Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǎƛŜǎΦ ω ¢Ƙŀǘ the 
church is out of date and needs to move into the 21st century, especially in its thinking on major 
moral issues of our time such as abortion, gender issues, same-sex marriage, LGBTQ, attitudes to 
women, women priests. The church is not always inclusiveΦ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
growth in faith (all ages). No follow-up for those newly Confirmed and those who took part in the 
w/L! ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ ω ! ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΤ ŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 
locally, in actƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ω tƻƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω ! ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ 
ƭŀȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ω ²ƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ƻŦ ǎŜȄ-abuse by some clergy and its cover-up in some cases. 
CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ƛǘǎ ŦŀǳƭǘǎΦ ω CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ω bƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ 
means we lose our sense of identity ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 
ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ ω ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ 
ǘŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅΦ ω ! ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ ǿƘo seem 
ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΦ ω /ƭŜǊƎȅ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ω 
WǳŘƎƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎŜǊƳƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǎƘŀƳŜŘΣ ω /ƭŜǊƎȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ 
ω ¢ƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΩ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ ω hǘƘŜǊǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
clergy and they are given too much deference. A number of submissions were about the church not 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΥ ω ²ƘŜƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
divisions wiǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ω tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƻŦ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŜƎ [D.¢v Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƴǎǳƭǘƛƴƎΦ ω !ǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜ-married can be an 
ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜΦ ω {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ LL ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ 
to.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
A large and wide-ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜΥ ω wŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǊƎŜŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
varied ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ όǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŜǘŎύ ŀƴŘ aŀǎǎŜǎΦ ω hǳǊ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŜǎΦ ω LƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
formation are needed for clergy, religious and laity. Bible study and general faith formation to help 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎŜ 
of community was stressed, with multiple social events, ministry of welcome, outreach initiatives -
especially to young people. One respondent commented that we need to become a community 
ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ω LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ ω {ƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƛǎƳΦ ω tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ όŜΦƎΦ ½ƻƻƳΣ 
ƭƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎύ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
were calls for greater involvement in social justice issues and local community needs. Mental health 
issues and environmental concerns, commitment to all of creation, were named as areas needing 
greater commitment. The church needs to be more visible and more outward-looking. It also needs 
ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜǎΦ ω The Church needs to reform situations where it marginalises 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭκǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ω 
Accessibility of churches needs attention (people with disabilities, parents with infants etc) Opinions 
were divided on the need for the Church to update its teachings. Some said the Church should 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǊ ōŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
change that incorporates increased understanding today of many contentious issues. In essence, the 
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/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ω 
wŜƳƻǾŜ ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ ŎŜƭƛōŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ ω !ƭƭƻǿ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ ω ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ Ǝŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƳŜ-
ǎŜȄ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎΣ ω ¦ǇŘŀte its teaching on contraception, abortion, gender and sexuality and reform its 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŘƛǾƻǊŎŜΦ ω wŜ-ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦ ω 
Offer pastoral support to LGBTQ people in the diocese, and every diocese should have Masses 
welcoming LGBTQ Catholics, parents, families and friends There were a number of calls for 
developing a different approach to parish management and ministry. Recommendations regarding 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜΥ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ŀnd accountability in decision-making 
ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴΣ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘƛǾŜΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƻǊ 
ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΦ ω ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-making at overall 
parish level and not just reƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ ω [ŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ 
ǎƻ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ ω ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜΦ ω Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎh lay 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ŀ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΦ ω [ŀȅ 
people should undertake managing administration and finances of parishes and free priests up to 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ ω tŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛǎion-making powers and not just an 
ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ǊƻƭŜΦ ω IŀǾŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅƴƻŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΣ 
so that the church listens more to the laity and gathers feedback. We should not see this as a one-
ƻŦŦΦ ω 9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ listening processes result in action and make a difference. Recommended changes 
ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿŜǊŜΥ ω ! ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ω ²ƻƳŜƴ 
should be given more leadership roles that use their gifts and professional skƛƭƭǎΦ ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ 
ministry models for parishes with teams comprised of women and men, lay and clergy, married and 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜΦ ω /ŀƴƻƴ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀȅ 
pastoral workers e.g. preaching, admiƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ ω wŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
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St Bernardine's, Buckingham  
 
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions? 
Process: This submission comprises the views of two groups of four women each plus a third family 
grouping of two adults and three young members. The submission also includes the quotable voices 
of individuals: three men and an almost house-bound 104-year old woman. The groups followed the 
recommended procedures of prayer to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment, meditation on listening to 
one another and allowing space for everyone to speak as well as time and space for refreshments. 
The grƻǳǇǎ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
summary is of responses to the four questions put before the groups. The individual submissions are 
annexed. 
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic? 
The women in the groups were all brought up as Catholics as was the father in the family group. 
They felt that being a Catholic gave them identity, being part of a universal Church. As one adult put 
ƛǘΥ άƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ǎƘape a life from birth and baptism 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ 
world-ǿƛŘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
practiced. Some understood that JŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
recognized that some of their children, although raised as Catholics and leading moral lives, are not 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎΦ CƻǊ ƻƴŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ƳŜŀƴǘ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƎƛǾŜǎ Ƴe 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΦέ 
 
What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well? 
This question solicited many individual responses rather than a group attitude or consensus. One 
member was inspired by a meaningful retreat she attended and this ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
love for Taizé services. Various people valued the fact that the Church as a whole provides schools 
and education but they also underlined the important role that lay people play in the process. One 
young parent expressed graǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘƛƴŜΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ 
άŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƙƻƭȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅέ-- provided mainly by 
the laity-- άŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǿŜƭƭ- ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ sense of one of the 
groups was that more, institutionally-sanctioned, involvement of lay people Is necessary to perform 
all these and other tasks. One person offered her gratitude for the sacrament of Reconciliation, 
particularly the possibility of face-to-face meetings with a priest while others did not agree 
preferring their own conversation with God. 
The fact that the Church sticks to its principles rather than following fashionable trends was 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎŎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ humanitarian work across the world 
was also praised as well as the commissioning of music and art throughout the ages. One twelve-
ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛƴ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘƛƴŜΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ άŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛǘŀǊƛǎǘΦέ 
 
What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? 
This question elicited the greatest responses, many of which had to do with bad experiences with 
individual priests or nuns. Some had to do with corporal punishment or other kinds of punishment of 
children in school settings, ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ƻŦ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊōƛŘŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŜ ŎǊƛǘƛŎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ a lasting 
ǎǘŀƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
teased by his friends. The hurt and damage to young people still needs attending. The Church has 
yet not taken into account the repercussions such abuse Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊǎΦ ²Ŝ 
feel shame that the Church has covered up, moved priests around, and has not yet faced up 
sufficiently to draw a line under this disgrace. The groups felt that the Church has not done enough 
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to keep its young people in the Church, sometimes this was because of poor communication skills on 
the part of priests. For instance, the twelve-ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻƳƛƭƛŜǎ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ άƳƻǊŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΦέ {ƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊnet, that it had 
instead given attention to irrelevant things such as modernizing the liturgical language or 
reintroducing the obligation to eat fish on Friday. Moreover, it has made changes without consulting 
its members. 
 
What is your dream for the Church? 
This first paragraph sums up the dreams of two of the groups: the Church will live or die through its 
clergy. If the Holy Spirit is not calling men to be priests, we must think how to keep our sacraments 
alive for us all. We would like to see married priests, either those who are already married but find 
they have a calling, or unmarried men who may be married after ordination. One group mentioned 
women deacons as a first step toward women priests, which both groups would like to see, to bring 
a female perspective into the institutional life of the Church. We want a Church that understands 
Christian Unity in a broad sense. 
All three groups want a more OPEN church, open to marginalized people, open to family planning, to 
gay couples who may simply be looking for a blessing to their partnership. All three groups would 
like to see a Church that reaches out to the young, to embrace them so that they see themselves as 
part of the church and can pass on their faith to their children. 
 
Some individuals would like to see the Church sell some of the Vatican treasures to give to the poor. 
{ƻƳŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎΩ ǇŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ōŜ ǾƛŘŜƻŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΦ 
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St. Bede's, Newport Pagnell 
 
Process Used: 
 We asked people to answer the four questions during Mass after thinking about it for five minutes. 
A summary of the answers was produced and people could comment on them during Mass as well 
as in groups afterwards.  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 It is part of who we are and gives structure and meaning to life as well as being part of a 
community/family both locally and universally. It strengthens our faith, gives us hope and we believe 
what the church teaches and helps us to practice our faith.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
The church is a welcoming community with people caring for each other at all levels and providing 
support beyond the church community. The celebration of the Mass and of other sacraments is done 
well. During the pandemic the livestreams and the work to keep the churches open was appreciated. 
Pope Francis is an asset and locally the Cluster is a great idea.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
The abuse issue and other negative experiences of the church in the past. We are no real 
community. There is a lack of priests and of young people, without a strategic plan for the future. 
The church is rigid and not truly inclusive and nothing changes. For divorced people coming to 
church can be difficult.  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
A church is a force for good and a vessel of love, while staying relevant. As a welcoming and diverse 
community it helps its members, reaches out to non-church people and is present in the digital 
world. It increases in number and attracts young people and has more priests. It has women as 
priests and deacons and allows priests to marry and divorced people to remarry.   
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St Columba's Parish Chesham  
 
Process Used: 
 We started our parish Synod journey at the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) in late November 2021 and 
launched the parish phase in December 2021 with a specific Synod leaflet and reflection after the 
Homily, inviting written responses. Subsequently this process was followed up with two in person 
listening opportunities held after 9am Mass on 30 January and 6 February 2022, with an offer to 
organise more at different times if needed. The First Holy Communion children and youth choir were 
also involved in a Synod experience/listening process and the feedback is included in the Appendix. 
The PPC agreed that all feedback should be included in the parish report so that all voices could be 
acknowledged irrespective of the process used. Wherever possible feedback/Synod findings are 
included in the Appendix with a note of the method of receipt. The feedback has been anonymised 
and where required, e.g., for the in-person groups, feedback was shared with the respective group 
participants to review and agree prior to including in the parish report. Key themes were identified 
as part of the group phase and reviewed further at a specific parish PPC meeting dedicated to the 
Synod feedback which also included parish group leaders from UCM & SVP. Key themes: 1. Build the 
community ς a. Encourage more to return, find the why not coming back post pandemic. b. Increase 
the number of social/pastoral events to enable relationship forming within the parish. c. Improve the 
communication within the parish, awareness of groups, events and opportunities for involvement 
and volunteering. d. Develop spiritual events such as prayer groups, House/study groups, CAFÉ style 
and Ecumenical opportunities e.g. Churches together for Chesham. 2. Engaging Young people ς 
involving, listening and hearing young people ς develop strategies to encourage them to be part of 
the community. 3. Servant Church ς Spiritual people giving service to others attracts others. Inspire a 
sense of Mission and outreach in our parish. Increase education /engagement with Catholic social 
teaching. 4. Global Church: Be more inclusive and welcoming to all; structures of the church to 
modernise, e.g. women deacons and priests, married priests, Ecumenicism, divorced, separated etc. 
Actions to address themes 1-3 above will be developed with parish volunteers and we will continue 
to have discussions in a Synodal way to develop our plans. Fr Alessandro & Parish Pastoral Council 
team 24 February 2022  
 
What does it mean to you to be Catholic?: 
 We did not use this specific question.  
 
Experiences of the Church doing something well: 
Responses below are from the FHC children & Youth Choir members I love the hymns I love Hymn, 
Federica, Cross I love God so much I love making people happy I love music, joy Like: Fr Alessandro 
because he is funny and happy all the time. More music More people I would like more Priests, more 
Bibles Both of the Priests Church Picture People/Federica/Sue Bible Stairs Stained glass windows, 
songs, the Choir Fr Alessandro Holy Communion Learning about Jesus Would like to see: Church 
football team Play more games Jesus x 2 One family It to be warmer More windows, more wine 
More music, prayers, Priests, some party on Saturday. Warmer. More Bibles, pictures, people, 
windows, wine, bread. More music, Priests. A party. Collect food for the poor More people The 
church to be warmer.  
 
Experiences of when things have not gone so well: 
  
 
What are your dreams for the church?: 
ω CƻǊ ƳŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ς it is all about reaching out. I suppose my question to 
myself what does reaching out mean? and who are we reaching out to? In essence it is the way we 
live and if we feel that the real presence of the Eucharist is the be all and end all, I have taken to 
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saying at the end of Mass Go and announce the Gospel and respond, Thanks be to God, and for me 
what does that really mean in my daily life? Are we reaching out to Catholics? Are we reaching out 
to people of all faiths? Are we reaching out to people at the margins ς and do we actually ask the 
people in the parish what they want from us as a parish, as a community? If people tell us what they 
want, we can then talk to them individually and in small groups, and we can then use their talents to 
ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΦ ω ¢ƻ ƭŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘΣ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ 
without guiding them will enrich our Church. Sometimes clergy and Church guide too much ς 
wanting to help and direct people. With a spirit of resurrection and rebirth we should use this key 
ǿƻǊŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ {ƛƳǇƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘΦ ω {ƻǊt of things 
that go through my head - welcoming more people in to our Church and parish, and that begs the 
question those sort of people whose have stopped coming to Church, people who are divorced or 
separated who find it difficult, and even other Christians ς problem we have strictly speaking we do 
not give communion to other Christians and that sets us apart from other Christian faiths ς some 
things to think about there ς are welcoming with one hand and but partly closing the door in 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ς ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ω L 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ς I like to think there are some things we do well ς enjoy the 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƻƛǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘŀǘ CŜŘŜǊƛŎŀ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǘ-up, SVP do a great job and have made 
many friends over the years I like that to continue. Post pandemic ς reflected how we build our 
community, our sense of community and what does community mean to everyone in the Church, 
what do our parishioners need? and how can we help the poor of Chesham, the vulnerable, be more 
visible, do things broader and work with our fellow Churches. A big ask I know ς how we can we get 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŜΦƎΦΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
out, Church open for prayer, not just be the end Church and would be nice to be welcoming ς 
demonstrate our love of Jesus by welcoming and helping others ς would be great if we could think 
about that and how we can involve people in the parish to see what ideas they ƘŀǾŜΦ ω L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ 
comes down to listening, but I think within that I think what we do need is a gentleness ς sometimes 
missing in our approach to people and things, and whatever we do ς a kind of lack of patience and a 
lack of listening ς but actually being gentle with it and being kind. One thing the pandemic taught me 
ς I am on my own and I spent a lot of time on my own and it gives you a lot of thinking time and 
reflecting time, you then start looking at everything within your life ς can be unkind without 
meaning to be unkind. Catholics have a reputation for it, of being dictatorial in their approach. I 
would like to see a gentleness and embracing everyone, building on parish and all aspects of Church 
ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜΦ We are doing many activities to attract young 
people so they may find opportunities to grow in friendship, to discover and value their gifts, to 
learn and live out the gospel. More parishioners to be encouraged to participate in life of Church. 
Particular focus on youth as they are the future of Church and need to feel an important part of it. 
Encourage boys to join Altar service as they may become on day the good priests we are praying for. 
Whole Catholic life should be focussed around the Eucharist. Our journey is only haltingly processing 
and needs clearer outcomes for active participation. We really need a comfortable place to meet for 
discussion groups, study together, activities for families and elderly to meet and been matey & 
caring. I have been called to serve my parish community in the youth & music ministry. I need to 
ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ - Return 
to the roots ς regular Sacraments, particularly reconciliation & Eucharist (more than one a week) - 
Engage in young people Catholic growth & upbringing - More prayer & fasting I would love to find 
others who would like to study Pope Francis; encyclicals, discuss them and action them in our 
ǇŀǊƛǎƘόŜǎύΦ ±ŀƭǳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛs open to try new ways to live and spread the gospel, to 
encounter people in the real world, to meet peoples needs. I dream of a church that is not hiding 
behind closed doors concerned about maintaining the status quo, a church in which people are free 
to pray and follow the Holy Spirit, more spontaneous and joyful in every aspect of the liturgy & 
creative. A Church that is attractive for the quality of preaching, for the quality and variety of music 
and the warmth of welcome. A Church that reaches out and ƎƻŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ 



 102 

are most needed. A Church that is open to engage and work with other denominations. I dream of a 
Church that understands and attracts young people with projects and proposals that are fun and 
meaningful to their lives. A Church that is not judgemental but welcomes everybody. I dream of a 
Church where women are encouraged & trained to take up leadership roles, depending upon their 
ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎΧ L ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƘƻƳƛƭƛŜǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜŀŘƛng a script. I 
hope more support and professional training will be given to church leaders as well as ongoing 
ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƻƘŜǊŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΣ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘƛƭǳǘŜŘΦ L ŘǊŜŀƳ 
of Church that is truly Apostolic, does not bend under modernistic, poisonous influence of 
protestant heresy or rotten materialistic reality of more general new world propaganda. I dream of a 
Church that is my home, run on the Holy Spirit, not on tolerance unit at all costs. I dream of Church 
where Her shepherds smell of the Holy Spirit not of the sheep. I dream of the Church where there is 
ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
people who do not know that basic dogma hence create their own rules and beliefs, thinking they 
are still Catholics. Shepherds should speak with one voice, and that should be the same teaching that 
St peter and St Paul were teaching 2000years ago. Heresy should be removed from the Church and 
condemned firmly before more people will fall because of it. Just like it was before the Second 
±ŀǘƛŎŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ŘƛǎƻōŜȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŜΦƎΦΣ 
not allowing Communion to politicians openly pro-abortion. Good a listening to needs, excellent at 
motivating inclusiveness, and encouraging small groups for Bible study, or prayer, or visiting shrines 
or other churches for Stations of the Cross or Benediction, or non-religious activities with all age 
groups for fun & togetherness. My dream for the Catholic Church as a whole is that firstly we can 
continue re-building trust (after the many sexual abuse cases), aiming to be as transparent as 
possible, obviously this being a long-term goal. I feel concerned for the Church's future, and know 
personally from my own adult children, how people can drift away from the Catholic Church, which 
really saddens me. It's hard to pinpoint exactly why this happens, but I feel like the archaic image 
that some people have of the Catholic Church as possibly stuffy and judgemental, could be holding 
us back in these times where it is so hard to get people through the church doors, and I believe in 
the past God may have been portrayed as an angry God in the Church, who would greatly punish 
people for their sins, rather than the loving forgiving Father that He is. On reflection we may have 
like the Pharisees focused more on the rules and regulations, and not enough on showing God's love 
through our actions and words. I have seen and am very thankful that Father Alessandro, the other 
deacons, and you Gerard, are all so welcoming, friendly and approachable and have really been 
working hard to make great changes at our parish. I hope and pray that in the long term this more 
accepting and welcoming stance can help not only encourage more people to join the Church, but 
also help the young people already in the Church to continue coming as adults. ------ I have since had 
a think about how I see the mass, some observations, and suggestions for our parish. The Mass 
When I was younger the church and the mass was something that played a huge part in my 
upbringing, married life and the early years of my children. I regard the mass as sacred in its content 
and form which has stood the test of time. Having attended a number of other churches over the 
years I do notice the differences in some areas of the service which I really think we could adopt and 
which would improve the experience for all. These include: 1. Welcoming into the church before 
mass 2. Families having more of a role in the service 3. Homily ς This was always the time when my 
father would usually drop off to sleep! Other churches make this part of the service exciting and 
different, with lay people getting involved, possible families and guest speakers or presenters 4. 
Music and settings ς this has always been an important part of the service for me and I feel it really 
should be a youth led or integrated thing where possible. Our choir is fabulous but all getting on. We 
need to introduce younger people into this or integrate the youth group with the choir if at all 
possible as this would encourage them and encourage more parents and family to attend the 
services. Bringing in modern technology would also help with amplification and visual content. 5. 
After Mass ς It is always good to have a time to chat and mix after mass if possible. This is especially 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 



 103 

above is already on the radar, but you need a community of people to get involved and want to help 
which is not easy! The Church The church is a constant in my life and safe place both physically, 
mentally and spiritually. Being able to stay in contact with people I have known during my time in 
Chesham is also of great comfort and is what our church is all about. Looking at the attendances and 
ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘƎƻŜǊǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎΦ /ƻǾƛŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ 
to fill the church unless there is change. Possible Options: 1. Leave everything as is and see how it 
goes. 2. Look at the current size and layout of the current church and grounds and assess our needs 
with a view to adapting this, possibly downsizing or improving what we have. There may be a 
community need for spare space / facilities which coǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘΦ оΦ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƭŘ 
for development and the money invested in either the Gt Missenden site or Chesham Bois Site which 
could be refurbished and improved and then used as the parish church. Gt Missenden may be the 
best site for this as it has good facilities already and is served by one priest. ------- A few more 
thoughts for the Synod. We have to be careful that the Synod just becomes a discussion (what we 
want the church/our parish to be) about organisation - role of the laity, possible married clergy etc 
though these items must be on the agenda. We also need to define how best the Church should 
portray itself in a rapidly changing world. We will always need to be an evangelising and teaching 
Church but how best to do that it changes from age to age. For example the problems the Church 
faced when it was under attack in the Reformation, or when most people could not read are not the 
same today. I believe we have to portray ourselves as a Church of prayer, service and the 
sacraments. If people can sense our spirituality - helping others to feel their need for God in a 
materialistic age and see that we are a servant church - Clergy and lay people wiping feet, that is the 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎŜ ōy example showing that we are 
people of prayer and service to others. At parish and Church level there needs to be a strong sense 
of a shared purpose. The mission needs to be owned by the members to become effective. Easier 
said than done. Achieving this needs prayer discussion and leadership. As a practical suggestion I 
have observed in our parish and others over the years that 'shared experiences' our very helpful in a 
parish. That might be the shared experience of a retreat, a day of recollection, a visit to a holy place 
away from the parish, a social event, an away weekend for young families etc. They seem to be 
particularly effective when they happen outside the parish geographically. There is something about 
travelling away together that brings people together. It is probably impossible to think of one event 
which all the parish could come to so I would recommend trying to create a programme of such 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ω {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎκŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ 
with support and friends ς ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ω bǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ Řƻǿƴ ς some 
watch live stream, post Covid ς ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ω ²ƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ς being part of 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ω {ŀŘ ƭŀǎǘ н ȅŜŀǊǎ ς parishioners not coming back. Small group is us who have 
come back to Church ς ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘȅΚ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ω [ƻǿ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōƛƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ς ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŘ ω 9ƳǇŀǘƘƛǎŜ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘΚ ω 
Inaccessibility ς Church out of date? irrelevant? How does the Church present itself in a modern 
ǿƻǊƭŘΚ ω tŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƛŦǘ ϧ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ 
ƎƻƻŘ ω {ŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ς ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ фŀƳ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘΚ ω фŀƳ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǎ CǊ Ƙŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
talk to people after Mass. Previous timing seemed like we did not have a Parish Priest ς no personal 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ω wŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ς Catholic Priests are old. Relevance to me ς more energy 
to connect to young people. Inclusion of women deacons and priests as well as married priests. Be 
more connected ς now not good enough ς ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ ω /ƘŀƴƎŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ω aƻǊŜ 
welcoming Church with a clear narrative ς separated, divorced etc ς Jesus would welcome them. 
Need to stop judging ς ƴƻ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ω 9ŎǳƳŜƴƛcism ς Holy Communion not allowed with CofE etc. 
Catholics - ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ- ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ ω ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ 
ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘΚ ω 9ǾŜǊȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
needs to recognise ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŜŜƭ ŘǊŀǿƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΚ ω ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ 
Church to attract people? Church needs to project Servant Church ς ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ ω 
Ecuador Mission experience ς Church is central to their lives, everyone engaged, include everyone, 
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more atmosphere, everyone chipped in. Here small insular families, busy lives ς Church is lost in the 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ω {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻ {ǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ς What are you 
doing at weekend? I am going to Mass. Met with shock o Story at work ς what are you doing at the 
weekend? I am going to Mass. Another colleague ς so am I ς ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ω ±ŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ŀǊŜ ŀƴǘƛ 
catholic ς ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿκƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘ ω [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƳŜƴ ω bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ω {ǘƻǊȅ 
ς Parishioner with dementia, neighbour brought parishioner to Church and gradually the neighbour 
became to be happy to come to Mass themselves. Heart is in the right place ς unusual ways can 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω wŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ς proposal to find out gently why/raise in 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴΤ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ς ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜǊƴƛǎŜ ς ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΚ Ψ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚ ω vǳƛŜǘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ω CŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ aŀǎǎ ς 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜΦ ω bŜŜŘ ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ω aƻǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŜ ς ŦŜŜƭǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ŏǳǘ 
a drift ς ƴƻǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ω CI/ aŀǎǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ς where are they now? dip into the 
Church system why? They are the future we need to know from them their thoughts. Suggestion to 
liaise with the Our Lady's School system/head teacher to see if there's an easy way to find out how 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ όŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀǎ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴύΦ ω ²Ŝ 
used to a Deanery with 17 Churches with Deanery masses once a month. There were prayer groups 
each week and joint meetings. I found these encouraging and I learnt a lot. Sometimes children 
participated, junior choir, Youth club etc. Made a deep impression on my Catholic faith and 
encouraged me into joining in things, groups e.g., UCM, SVP CTfC. Since Fr Bailey, enthusiasm has 
ŘŀƳǇŜƴŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΦ ω IŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ς ŀƎŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦ ω ²ƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
ƘƻƳŜǎΦ ω ±ŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ς Church is undergoing far reaching changes. Sharing Priests is the norm. 
Deacons taking a more significant role. Always though Church was here long before I was born and 
will be there long after. Recent events ς Benedictine Monks at Downside Abbey leaving. Amazed it 
Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŀ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōout places ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ tǊƛŜǎǘǎΣ 
5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ [ŀƛǘȅΦ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŎŀǳǎŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ ω tŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ω !ǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǎǎ ŀǘ 
тκуΥмрκмлκммκмнΥмрκпκсΧŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀŎƪŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛŦferent attitude then ς about community & 
occasion to meet up. Enthusiasm has gone. Pandemic impacted. Mass should be a pleasure rather 
than a chore. Amazing today at Mass ς number of families, diversity of parishioners ς need to grab 
and build on this. Enthusiasm can be there ς need to gain pride being in a parish ς ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻǊŜΦ ω 
Enthusiastic Priest and Deacons ς take advantage to build a parish family first rather than go 
ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘǎΦ ω {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŦǊŀŎǘƛƻǳǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ {ŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ & division ς use 
to be strong ς ƴƻǘ ƴƻǿΦ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅΦ ω {Ƙƻǿ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
those who have left. Encourage more people to be involved, more people to feel confident to be 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ω IŜŀƭ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŦŀƭƭƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ω tǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ōŀƎƎŀƎŜΣ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ¢ŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ς how do we get people back? Need to 
think why they stopped ς another routine, other things, are they afraid? ς ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳŜΦ ω {ƻŎƛŀƭǎ ς ƎŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŜΦƎΦ vǳƛȊ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ bŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ω [ƻƻǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
in people ς a lot at home on their own. Without live stream Masses in lock down ς would have lost 
ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ω ²ŜŀǊ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ς demonstrates we carŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ω !ŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǘŜŀ ς 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘΦ ω фŀƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǎǎ ƛƴ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ς ŦŜŜƭǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƴƻǿ όŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜύ ς when 
ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŜƭǇΦ ω CI/ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
6pm Youth Mass. How do we keep them/involve them? Young people need to welcome them in ς 
how do we engage ς future in the young people. Great that there were some young families this 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ ω tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ DǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘhe 
ŎƘƻƛǊ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴκǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŎƘƻƛǊΦ {Ƙƻǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŦǳƴΦ ω /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
community caring about one another ς lack of opportunity here with accessibility (upstairs hall) and 
limitations on land. Need flexibility of thinking/planƴƛƴƎΦ ω .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
know one another ς ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ ω 5ƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘƛŜǊŀǊŎƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ 5ŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Church with friends - abuse scandals ς ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΣ ƴƻ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎΦ ω ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ 
young people fuƴΣ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ ²ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































