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Diocese of Northampton

Synod Responses




Prayer for the Synod

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, O
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, O
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.

ONe are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder. O
Do not let ignorance
lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions. O

Let us find in You our unity
so that we may journey together
to eternal life and not stray
from the way of truth and what is right. (0]

All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,
in the com munion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever.
Amen.
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Introduction

The Synod Process
hdzNJ RA20Saly LINRPOS&daSa 4SNBE AYALIANBR o6& t2LJS CNI
and focussed on encounter, listening and discernment. We wanted to encourage the use of spiritual
conversation as a tool across the diocese to enable peapshare their stories, their wounds and

their dreams. The process was mostly lay led, and most of the listeners who came forward for

training were women. 93% of parishes engaged in the process, albeit sometimes in very small

numbers. A common concern amg listeners was that their excitement for the Synod process was

not reflected among parishioners, especially with the Omicon wave before Christmas. Some

parishes struggled to get anyone to come to a group session, while in other places listeners were

surprised at the numbers taking part. At the same time, we recognise that this process is not a
A0FdAaGA0FE adz2NBSes o6dziz Fa GKS 1 FyRo221 F2NJ 0KS
the particularstylethat qualifies the life and mission 6f K S/ KdzZNOKXAYy GKAa aSyaS:
GKS SYGANB tS2LX S 27 DSgoRilthdugh senefoflithe Aunbeksiwdtd&small2z 3 S (i K S
we hope that this would be the beginning of a synodal way of being for our diocese, and that we
would engage m people into the future. The spiritual conversation method produced many
generous and warm encounters, with a sense of being inspired by the Holy Bpioiple said they

had never before spoken about what it meant to them to be Cathafhd, some parises have asked
F2NJ Y2NB NBa2dzNOSa (2 O2yiAydz$S (KS O2y@SNEI GA
Ffglea | 322R dzZLJil 1S Ay I £ NBS LI NAR&AKI odzi 0

2y 4
KS

Outside of parishes, Synod listening groups were held ina@shconfirmation groups, over coffee,

and in prisons. There were groups for priests, deacons, the disability group, women in ministry,
diocesan staff, the religious communities and young adults. An effort was made was made to reach
beyond our usual commmities to those no longer attending Mass. In total there wereparish
responses, 13 schools, 42 groups, and 87 individual respongbsan additional round of listening

and discernment which happened at our Diocesan Synod GathéeFimg process rasaled often

polarised positions, with the majority for change, but with strong vofoesnore traditional
perspectives:Latin Mass v vernacular, clerical v lay involvemégspite this, people still feel a

sense of belonging as in a familyuite a fav parishes have not wanted to wait for diocesan or
universal Church encouragement to start to address the issues raised in their listening exercises. The
process has emboldened us to use substantial times of Scripture reflection, silence and discernment
in meetings. We hope to promote this further through the diocese.

There is an executive summary of the Synod responses, the Diocesan Synod Report, which can be
found on the Diocesan Synod webpagesi@bs://northamptondiocese.org/fora-synodaichurch/.

1 Official Handbook for Listening and Discernment in Local Churches, 1.2

10


https://northamptondiocese.org/for-a-synodal-church/

Parishes

Cathedraland G ! ARIFyQas b2NIKFYLG2Y

What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the §yesiibns?

Please find below our response so far to the questions posed by the Synod Gracious Listening
FOGA@GAGE Ay odzZ £ SO LIRAYG F2N¥Y FNBY GKS /I 6§ KSRNJ f
received on this item.

Offering people an opportunity teeflect and submit their thoughts and ideas has been well

received.

Our next meeting to take this forward in our local parish is next Monday although we have already

made some immediate obvious improvements as a result of some of the feedback received.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?

Faith in God **

Awareness of Gods love /God within us**

Love**

A privilege

Belonging to the Universal church**

Living the original teaching today with God in us.

An ability to trace our faith back to Jesus. **

Being laptised and strengthened by the sacraments/Rosary.**

Loving our neighbour and being aware of others needs**

Living humbly **

Keeping commandments

A sense of Fellowship family & community **

Attend mass/connect/worship/ Celebrate the Eucharist**

Reading/staly/discussing the bible** Guidance /Moral compass/meaning to life in spite of our
weaknesses. **

Comfort in times of difficulty **

Hope of resurrection & everlasting life in Christ Jesus **

Relationship with God & others **

Practice our own spiritual jousy** Tackling difficult political issues/social justice. **

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well?
Vatican Il reforms

Role of laity**

Mass in vernacular

Catholic social justice policy/common good**
SVP/Cafod/pilgrimages **

Leadership to the world **

Embracing technology eg live streaming **

Welcome **

Wisdom- makes us think

RCIA discuss beliefs

Dedication of clergy **

Sacraments **

Inclusion **

Hub- variety of mass times & clergy Support when @fiw
Equality for all

One of the great charities of the world**

11



Peace & security

Music is uplifting

Covid guidelines /welcome back recently. **

Masses throughout the week** Community work In Prisons /hospital /schools
Forgiveness and compassion to thosettb@nnot follow teachings.

Belonging

Coming back welcoméf been away from church

Leadership from pope and clergy** Safeguarding (now)

What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well?

Child abuse scandals **

Being Upset/hurt/abuseé or bad experience as a chilttaumatic experience **

Need to be more inclusive of Divorced/LGBT**

Support for young people **

Address not being part of local community

Need More involvement with schools **

Provide group meetings for carerisblated **

Explain mass more to children

When priests talk as though catholics are superior.

Negative reference in mass to Muslims Need more inclusion of minorities/outcasts

Reliance on small group in parish and other parish members not approached etooggthinvolved
**

Untimely communication from leaders at local level has sometimes led to ideas not growing.
Contraception review re AIDS & abortion is needed. **

Not baptising a child as parents are not regular church goers requires a review

Do more foronely & frail**

Not moving with digital age.

Inclusion of diversity

2 KSNB Aa YAaaAzy @g2N] X KSNBOFF

More adult catechesis

More evening masses/groups in weekday for those working

More Evangelisation

More teaching/bible study grouos required

Hard to make fends if you are new More encouragement for existing congregation.

Better communication and sharing of best practices in and between parishes.

2 KSy LJS2L)X S GdzNy gl & ¢S R2y QG F2tft2¢ (G2 asSs
When family are sick in hospital being directed to nursing stadiccess our faith seems cold.

What is your dream for the Church?

Involve catholic schools more Consider Married priests

Lead in the world.

Consider permitting cardinals to be members of the House of Lords Welcome recent writings of the
pope and synodd@ivity ongoing.

Greater use of social opportunity in new Cathedral centre.

More consideration to those that do not live up to the ideals of the church.

Seek unity with all Christian faiths ** Continue to strive for inclusion ** Focus on less well off in
society ** Priest treats everyone the same.

To be one with the world.

Love each other as one body Understand differences and enjoy our brothers & sisters.
Discussions to develop faith and attract lapsed. **

Give youth a feeling of relevance** Monmaterfaith work **

12
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Inspire people.

Reach out in our community/unify Make more of half our populati@omen.

Respect other faiths God and each other.

Greater honesty.

This Synod form/process is a sign of promise & hope for the future!

Welcome those thatdel outside the church walls **

Sustain the commitment made by children and parents in sacraments but never seen again **
Review around the marital status of priests

Encouraging deacons both men and women

I YAAdaA2Yy |l NBE OKdzZNODK® | 2 Biggestaid dgericyoritside th&WNi Q& 6 S
Inspiring laity to lead more in the wider community.

Focus on climate change and poverty

Small weekly improvements through faith.

Carers /housebound feeling included. Encouraging and attracting others to the faith.

Engae with people on their level

Be in the news for the right things. People in the community stepping up.
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Christ the King, Bedford

What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions?
How the Synod process was promoted:
wParish monthly gathering

w !'yy2dzyOSR i 6SS{USYyR al aaSa
w tFINAaK ySgatSGGSNI YR {&y2R y2GA0S02FNR A / Kd
w vdSaiAz2ya En 2y NBISNARS 2F bSgatSGasSNI G2 G118
completed responses
Who took part in theSynod Process

{ YI £t 3NZ sehstonsMdiges drdugs Apeople per session

{ I GdzNRI & | Fi SNJ-&peaplaffersassignds E n aS&aarizya n

DN} YyRLI NByida 3INRdzZLI T LIS2LX S

L 2dzy3 LIS2LX S O o NBalLRyaSa

I 2YFANXYIGAR2Yy OflLaa ¢ b o I Rdz (a

L v R pagshidhdes and familieschurch goers) 9 responses to questionnaires
LYRA@DGARdzZ ft Ak FI YAfASA YSNIEl O2YYdzyAleéeo n - YA
W2 | £f 1SNAR F2NJ I SIfGKQ 6 | ACpedpd)R dzLJ c nb0 aAESR RS

eeeeeeee

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?

. 8iig2oya global Church family, in relationship with God / the Trinity

LG AAY FAGPSAEA dza 2dzNJ 0SSt 2y3IAYy3I SYSYOSNAR 2F GKS
{GFroAftAde YR GSFOKAY3 (GKS FIAGKXTZ aONX LI dzNB =
¢SYLISald (G2aaSR OKdzZNOKXZ | NpBHS&SE sbdiKaldNRPdzatv®aDpw
t NEOA2dza IATGA 2F FIAGK yR £280S k D2R Aa 23S
+SNE RAFFAOdAA G G2 LIaa 2y GKS FIAGK Ay G2RI&Qa
DAGAY3I YR NBOSAGAY A 4&dzLILI2 Nltinesoitdaul® ( dz € | y R LIN

[@ntN

gegegeeee

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well?

w t NBLINYGAZ2Y F2NJalaa FyR GKS {FONIYSyidas ¢St O2
w DSGGAY3 LIBHeMaksandodyahSaiidas NJ

w / KENRGFOES 62N] I [/ I F2qRovéal@d andreiydboud 2 NJ KdzY | y A (@&
w CNASYRAKAL) | Youtreach@S 2y S | y2 i KSNJ

w [AGdZNBAOIE aStkrazya SyO2dzN} IS LINF &SN FYyR 3INRBGGK
w 'R2NIGAZ2Y GAYSST LINF@SNJIFYR aLANRGdzZEf Adexk O2yal
w [ S| R$adakihd BasiChristian truths, moral guidance, speaks out on world issues,

opposing tyranny and honouring martyrs

w /FTGK2t A0 SRdzOI GA2y aeadasSy

What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well?

w LYGSNBald Ay SOdzyYSyAay Aa LR2N» !faz2> Dw99b Aaa
wCollaboration with other churches (even Catholic!) is poor

w bSSR (2 SYONIOS (KS 3IAATFGaAa 2F &2dzy3a LIS2LX S

w LYGSNBald Ay aLIA NR G gxaficantL? dpanediup tBeyChukchno S 1 Kk LI & &
implemented, but led to vulnerability

w / 2 YLz & 2 Nf#FiesS S hokghdd/@io Creéchlism

w WdzRISYSyidlf FiddAGdzZRS NB &SEX 3ISYRSNI FYR 3l & LIS
w | FNAEK NMz Sa 2y O0ANIK O2yiGNRfX RAG2NODSR YR NBY
w *SNE t2¢ LINRBFAES Ay 20t O2YYdzyAide

w bSOGSNI I aSN¥X2y 2y Dw99b A&dadzsSa

14



w 2SS gBdeRUHZAY I YR AyOf dzaA@dSk OFy 06S Of2aSR (2
media

w S5AFTFAOMZ G G2 Sy3IlFr3IS gAGK 20KSNJI AYYAINI
w DSydzAyS FSI N 2 ¥ GaLX Adé Ay LI NAR&AK NB
w DIFLA 2F FFAGK Sfamn&§yeedefsmdngathEW|té @Iﬁoﬁlé/fhralll
w [FAGe y20 GNHzZ2GSR Sy2dAK 2N Ay@d2ft SR |
help with funeral services/evangelizati@mcouraging lapsed Catholics

w bSSR (2 O2sfthlSaOell @sihé heavanlyS S

yu
al aa
deleR
002

What is your dream for the Church?

w ! & / KNt BelDf=saunited? oI, apostolic and visible church community following the

teachings of Vat 11.

W 9YLKFAAA 2y | LN} @ SNFdz OK dzNshakng Oith hasdayamitge = F 2 NI
for the priesthood to stay in touch with the real world.
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Catholics/ divorced/those with disabilities/lonely. Work closely with and elwéth other

denominations, other faiths and cultures and share resources / venues.

w 52y Q0 0S5 I FNIggRwicftheYBbdy af CHist, PlEcke ¢f @dn&n in the Church,

eg. deacons

w WSO2YyOAfALFIGAZ2Y NBIIFINRAYI GKS aO0FyRFEfa Ay (KS C
w t lefNEhdEDKocese needs to go GREENmMate change, solar panels on church roofs, trees to

be planted
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w WCAStR K2aL il tdoparafdwitiSocal MeditaRcedfre/ IBddlayfhOritya

activities

w a2 NB T2 N¥ehchRagdiysuthyoltake/adeadg cadets of Our LadBuzi

w ¢2 0S5 éaNdicaRahdSntlasive
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Christ the King, Milton Keynes
Process Used:
Parish exercise during masses on consecutive Sundays

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
To be a Catholic means belonging, being part of a wider family. The Church is a foundation that
brings purpose to my life and a source of comfort and support in difficult times.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

The Church has been goodpatstoral support and in reaching out to the marginalised and
disadvantaged. During the pandemic, the local Church showed it was able to respond quickly to
changing situations by providing live streaming of masses. The restoration of the Permanent
Diaconat - although there is still exploration and development of the role of the Deacon to be
undertaken

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

The Church has not dealt well with the handling of the abuse scandal, where at times it has seemed
that it was more important to the Church to protect the perpetrators than to protect and support

the victims. There is a lack of engagement with the Church among the laity, leaving tasks to the very
few volunteers. This may be the result of a lack of structuoerting the involvement of the laity.

The Church sometimes gets bogged down in tradiiseemingly for the sake of tradition itself

which has potentially stifled growth.

What are your dreams for the church?:

A time of true unity within the Churchsiélf and with other Christian communities resulting in the
creation of a truly loving and caring community. A time when all are fully welcomed and feel
welcomed, irrespective of their age, sexual orientation or marital status.
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Church of The Holy Redeer

Process Used:

We held a meeting and went through all of the responses, looking for common themes. By process

of elimination, we came up with a definitive and representative dialogue from the many
conversations we held with our parishioners.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Community and belonging

Governed under one shepherd The Pope

Being a Catholic give me a sense of identity of being a Christian

The universality of the Church

. S0FdzaS AlQa GKS / KdzNDK F2N¥YSR o0& WwWSadz
Enjoy being Chblic - Fullness of vision of God

Attending Mass and receive Holy Eucharist

| feel involved spiritually and its straight forward

Forgiveness of sins

Consistency

The freedom, Support

Everything about the Catholic faith, ways of life (relationship with éamnily)
Fellowship with others at Mass

Togetherness, Inclusions

The Mass and Adoratioriistening, singing, praising and worship

Meeting with different groups of people

Commitment to prayer, Always encourage me to pray

Various Church seasons: Leftlvent

Having the Saintdvlother Mary as Mother of God and ours

Being able to learn and continue to learn to follow Jesus's way of life, the Catholic way of life and the

good things the bible teaches us

The teachings on repentance and forgiveness

The timethe priest gives to us as a person

The purpose of church, I love caring for others

A diverse community united by faith

Going and serving the church gives me fulfilment in life
It remains relevant even during times of great change
Meeting our needs

Feelingthe presence of the Holy Spirit

Feeling loved, respected, being heard

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

Continuity of Papal leadership unbroken for 2000 years

Checking and reminding governments of FOhristian laws or policies

People congrting to being Roman Catholic

Change needed from the top

Humble listening; more welcoming of those who are different

Consistency

Roman Catholic schools keep the faith and Catholic way of life

The Church talks about the gospel and getting to know Christ

CalK2f AO UNIRAGA2yAa FNB YIAYylUulIAySRI So3od:
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Clergy always cheerful and welcoming

We have Saints and Martyrs to intercede for us

Very helpful in prayer and encouragement in difficult times
Provision of last rite to theydng

Very good with accountability

LGiQa dzyAGSNERFE YR GKS /F{iK2t A0 / KdzZNODK A& GKS
Given education to lots of underprivileged children

Very respectful in fulfilling and following orders

Church has a good community spirit

Welcoming/friendly

Supportive/listening/action

No pressure on money

Support people in need

I love praise and worship, love for one another after Mass meeting
Support sick people

Performing the rituals

We have good buildings

Good order hierarchy

Involvement of missionaries

Encourages families to be together

Gatherings Eucharist invitation

Pope Francis brings hope

Teaches in many ways the Catholic way of life

Makes me feel better going to Mass on a Sunday

Provides both a source of knowledge of the Divind Enving compassion
Ministries and groups are good and thriving

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Not allowing babies/children born out of marriage to be christened

Priest to be given a choice of whether to get married

People should bellmwed to decide on contraception

No introduction of routine to new members

Sometimes the Church can read more bible verse not dictate

Encourages religious sisters to do sermons

Scandals (abuse) in the Church not investigated and responsible people aohtadie for their
actions

Staying interesting

Motivate the youth or youth involvement

Should be stern in addressing homosexuality

Local issues in the Parishes to be addressed in a timely manner, not to allow escalation to the
community of the Church

Doing more for the poor since they have lots of money

The Church should stick to the values of the Bible and not go with what the world is dictating
Should get more women involved and recruitment of women priests

Should be sermons relating to #p-date hgpenings

Poor leadership

Improve outreach to other Christians and people

Need for more priestsnow critical

We still tend to be a little insular and isolated from the people of other faiths with whom we share
many ideals
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What are your dreams for thelwrch?:

Change neededfrom the top, humble, listening, more welcoming of those who are different.

To grow the numbers of Catholic members, throughout the world making the Catholic Church a
more forceful light in the darkness.

To maintain Catholic valuesmd morals

No female priests

Not to be double minded

Encourage younger generation to remain in Church after First Holy Commutganhing children

to build foundation

Children to be taught Catechism in detail and have a structured Holy Communion/ Caitfirm
Programmes

Togetherness

Tell other stories about the Bible

To be a listening body that reaches out to the voiceless countries

To influence people with power to do the right thing

To be the pioneers of oneness that all may come to the Catholic Church

To have a Church that is inviting, welcoming and inclusive to the worship of God

Many people to follow the Catholic faith

See more women involved in the Church

Priests to be approachable

Homosexuals are welcome but must follow the Church

Never to allow sam sex marriage in Catholic church.

Not to allow same sex to marry. Not to allow men to become women

Maintain Christian values

Should not change for society

I would like the church to be a place of mutual collaboration where everyone can experience God's
love through our hospitality supporting each other and to follow Jesus and do God's work on earth.
For the Catholic church to survive for the next 2000 years.

Everybody to be able to speak out to the people and share ideas.

Have more young people to joihe priesthood as numbers are declining.
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The Church of the Good Shepherd, Haddenham and Our Lady of Light, Long Crendon

Process Used:

This is the submission from the Church of the Good Shepherd in Haddenham and Our Lady of Light
in Long Crendon. Botparishes are small and are served by the same priest. We held listening
sessions after all three masses one weekend, with two groups after each of the two masses at
Haddenham and three such groups after the one mass at Long Crendon. In addition the@ wer
written submissions from people at Long Crendon who could not stay for the listening session and
did not want to submit directly on line themselves. | have attempted as far as possible to retain the
original voices, so that many of the words are quias, even if not presented as such. There was
clearly much repetition and | have tried to avoid that whilst still demonstrating the strength of

feeling on some matters.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
We felt that answers to this question would be encapsulated in the responses to the others and so
did not focus on it separately.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

NEI RSN OKdzNDKY | 2f AySaay 2 SQONFB tokdNAEN Ibve GalS 02 Y S
as present in this world. By bringing to our attention canonised and beatified men and women the
church inspires us to follow their example, by spreading the faith to different areas. The church
introduces us to God; it provides an agpunity to pray together, and it helps us to see God in
everyone around us and to experience charismatic renewal to develop a deeper understanding of
our faith. Our journey of faith is a vocation to learning about the faith and gospels; the church has
supported me through my entire religious journey, understood all my problems and helped me in
my spiritual life. Moral guide: The church provides a framework rather than a set of rules, an anchor,
a reference for life situations, the church gives me evenrgtimlife; it makes paths in life clearer,
thanks to the church, the bible and the 10 commandments, it helps me to strive to do better. Our
physical churches are important safe places of calm and reflection, if it were not for those who built
and maintainel the churches, | would not have my faith. The accessibility of churches and mass
during covid and the provision of virtual masses throughout the world and here was a great spiritual
support. The church has provided stability and comfort through timesisisand lack of faith, a
lifeline. The sacraments are significant to all of us as they help and guide us; mass is the lynchpin of
the church and regular frequent mass attendance strengthens faith, hope and love for the people
around as. We also particulg appreciate confession, (and that there is less emphasis on
punishment and guilt now) as well as communion being taken to the sick and the last rites. We find
funeral masses very comforting and positive. Ritual and liturgy are important to us as thwgepa
structured format for our worship, and the big feasts of Easter and Christmas particularly enhance
the spirit of community. We appreciate the universality of the church, that wherever we go in the
world there is a catholic community and mass, a lkednom home. We appreciate being part of a
welcoming community, with the opportunity to meet likeinded people; the people are the church,
and the church brings people together, striving to make everyone feel welcome. In some ways the
church has embraceidclusivity. Some see the church as welcoming and open to answering
questions when people want to join or return to the Catholic church. One parishioner spoke of how
becoming a catholic was the most wonderful feeling of coming home. Many of us like the
opportunities to join with other churches and feel we are blessed with good parish priests. We
appreciate pilgrimages, especially to Lourdes which can be transformative, particularly for young
people, and value the chance given to disabled people to makigrnpage. Looking after disabled
people in general, and seeing things through their predicament, are seen as strengths by many. We
are grateful for the art, literature, architecture and music over the years given to us via our faith
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which enrich me as a pson and feel that the words and music written for the church over the

centuries help us to focus on what is important. Many of us appreciate all the Pope does, attempting
to return to the Christianity taught by Jesus, apologising for clerical sexual abtisese affected by

it, his readiness to speak out on key topics, travelling and reaching out to everyone, and his merciful
approach; we wish he were more supported rather than denigrated. One parishioner thought that

the papacy is the most important ting in the catholic church and another particularly mentioned

John Paul Il, and his efforts towards ecumenism. We value Catholic education and see it as especially
dzaSFdzZ Ay (G2RI&Qa NI GKSNJ I32Rf Saa a2 O0A¢8eriggh 2SS Sijd
KSftLI FYR AR 6KSNBX YySSRSR (GKNRdzZAK GKS OKdzZNODKQ&a Vv
CAFOD. One parishioner raised appreciatively the amount of charitable work done in Ireland by the
church and expressed anxiety about the future of thigwdwindling numbers there. One person
particularly appreciated the impact of Catholic Social Teaching. Local level: We are all really grateful
for our supportive, kind and loving parish, we have a really good thing here which we should not

take for grantel. We see the importance of our friendly local community and what we have already
established and see that the parish is working hard to make a family. We really value having weekly
Sunday mass. We have good communication and a welcoming atmosphere a@ureditigent parish

priest and a nucleus of willing helpers. Our good, holy parish priest is available when needed, listens
to people, is good with them, supports the sick and needy members of the parish. He also preaches
good sermons, from the heart, priging relevant and spirited teaching. We are so grateful for the
streaming of masses during the pandemic and that weddings, baptisms and funerals went ahead

even when numbers were restricted. In general, the quantity and quality of our services are

excelent; the spiritual grace of the lovely masses. The good quality of our baptism and marriage
preparation was also commented on. We appreciate the architecture of our parish churches which

are not overadorned.

Experiences of when things have not gonewell:

Broader church: Where did we go wrong? Many of us are horrified by the sexual abuse crisis and
apparent indifference towards the abused. The continued news of clergy being involved in abuse
and the lack of transparency make it difficult for us tocdiss with to people outside the church,

who rightly see it as a scandal. It seems the church has wanted to protect the institution more than
abused individuals. Bishops, including Pope Benedict, should not have covered up sexual abuse by
priests and movedffending priests to other parishes. We feel shame at the denial, that it should be
acknowledged more robustly by the hierarchy, that therapy should be offered by the church to the
victims, that priests should not be absolved from the responsibility ofngatyhe relevant penalty in
society, and that an act of contrition for these acts should be embedded into our liturgy. Apologies
and financial compensation are not enough; the church needs to show love and justice and act
quickly and openly. Many peoplekad SR G KS OKdzZNODKQa F dGdAdGdzRS (G261 NR
expressed great personal pain. One parishioner said that being refused a request their wedding in
church following a divorce put them off the church for years. A lack of mercy is shown towases th
who remarry after getting divorced under difficult circumstances, including domestic abuse, and
then are denied the sacraments and not able comfortably to practise their religion. It was felt that
there was no obvious person with whom to discuss théificulties, as there can be conflicts with
priests over this matter. It is important for the church to protect the sanctity of marriage but also to
be merciful. More than one person expressed unhappiness at the apparent double standard that
Boris Johnsowas allowed to remarry in church. Several expressed unhappiness with the hierarchies
of the Vatican, the dominance of conservative, male and often misogynistic clergy who ignore the
views of the majority. It is seen as too rigid in its structures andga®es, too political and

detached. It was suggested that there is disfunction, if not corruption, in the administration of
financial matters within the church, a lack of transparency and accountability which is damaging to
LIS2 LX SQa T A i &churdh B yré&edyFiidritisingltife Isafie ofipfoperties to raise funds
over the needs of the parishioners whilst new church charities are set up regularly making ever

21



ANBIFGSNI RSYFYRa 2y 2dz2NJ gl tf Stad { SOSNWwdrds SELINE 4 & S
same sex relationships, feeling that it does not empathise with or show love towards gay people,
who have been made this way by God. There was a feeling that communion should be available to
all and that campaigning against gay marriage is unkinibyvimg and unchristian as it is expecting
GKSY (2 tAQOS a2tAGIFNE ftA0Sad a2NB GKFIYy 2yS LISNAE?2
should be reviewed. At my marriage class at the Oxford oratory we had a strange lecture from a
woman who linked taikg the pill with cancer, aids and depression; this psescience meant my
husband was put off the church and an opportunity was missed as this was his first and only
interaction. Marriage preparation in general was felt by one to be not right, with sofoemation

not conveyed in a way to encourage continuity of mass attendance. The shortage of priests worried
many. It means that people die in hospital without access to the sacraments. The priesthood needs
to be more attractive, and more pastoral suppstould be provided for lonely priests so that they

can have a social life. The requirement for celibacy should be reviewed: priests should be able to
answer the calls of vocation to the priesthood and to marriage. Priests should be allowed to retire at
anappropriate age and the current lack of younger priests makes this difficult. It was suggested that
the church needs to be more discerning in its recruitment of candidates for the priesthood: it was
seen by one as too easy for paedophiles to become widdlied to this is the issue of women

priests which was raised by more than one person. The church needs to be more open to the role of
women generally in the church, as it was in the early church. Some felt that we are not governed
well at diocese levethat there is often a poor choice of bishops, people with little spiritual insight

only in it for personal advancement, that money is wasted on the trappings of the office, and on
making more dioceses where there are too few people. It was regrettedbiBhbps are not ready

to speak out on matters of importance in current affairs. The stilted English of our current liturgical
prayers was raised and that fact that we have been singing the same hymns for 60+ years with
ancient English and biblical refereas not always understood by the congregation. We need more
suitable and inspiring English liturgical music and new hymns with beauty in words and melody.
While our traditions and rituals are appreciated by us, they can be misunderstood by newcomers
and ae often offputting; perhaps explanation sheets for adults and children could be available on
entering church. Many expressed concern about the lack of youth attendance at mass. The
relevance of coming to mass is not clear to them; we are not welcomiagddave not created a
community for younger churchgoers and helped them integrate. More discussion and support are
needed for parents and children. The church has lost the way to inspire young people to search for
understanding of the will of God. Low nsaattendance was worrying in general, and one felt that

there are too many classes and meetings for new followers which scares off young people. Equally it
was suggested that our evangelisation is not good, and that we need more life in the spirit. The
church does not always feel inclusive: not allowing people from other Christian denominations to
receive communion was mentioned, as well as the need for more special assistance to those with
learning disabilities, who can be challenging in crowds but whaldhme accepted and given the

of SaarAy3d (GKSe RSaSNBBS a4 D2RQ&a OKAfRNBy® LG ol a
cardinal and bishops during lockdown. One person suggested that we have lost a sense of sin and
felt that more regular confeson would be beneficial. It was noted that in Poland some priests are
only interested in money and there is a double standard: you might be told that you are not able to
R2 2NJ KI @S a2YSUGKAyYy3 dzyf Sda @2dz LI dslda@eMdloA 0 d LG &
teach everyone and that although the church is more relevant than ever it is not being projected

well in the media. One felt that the Pope should speak out more and another commented on

LIS2 L)X SQa | ddAGdzZRS ¢ KSYy shit&diedt hitn ifegarding othe. Wika G KIF 0
level: Despite what had been said before, a few felt that there is a lack of community and fellowship
here and that we do not grow together. Concern was expressed that decisions made by the
Northampton Diocese havand will have financial impacts on the diocese and on many parishes.
Sadness was expressed that the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is not offered more often. One
said that they felt children had been reprimanded for not toeing the line. One pointéthat,
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other than the parish priest, there is no obvious person in the parish to contact when you are in
distress.

What are your dreams for the church?:

Broader church: We should be asked to focus on hopes rather than dreams, as hope is a theological
virtue and dreams are a secular idea. We should be dpiliin our lives and in our worship: we

should follow Jesus in his openness to everyone; we should be the true bride of Christ, and be more
prepared to talk about God. We need to create a differgmtet of church, to provoke people to look
inside themselves: we can do something as individuals, not just relying on the institution of the
church. We should be more reverent, humbler, poorer, less fixated on committees and focus groups
and have fewer ruleand regulations. Churches should become an integral, and central part of the
communities they serve again, and should be truly inclusive, accessible and welcoming. We hope
that the church will be there for future generations and that people will joinaammunity. We

hope that we can be less archaic and keep up with our-efaianging society, but still hold onto our
beliefs without the need to change them too much. We should not view all change with suspicion
and dread but seek the best whether old or néiWe should show a greater respect for the earth

and the life on it created by God. We should be welcoming gay people into the church and educating
members of the church who oppose them.

We would like to see more mercy and understanding of all peoplejdimgy those whose lifestyles

are different from our own. We should place greater emphasis on the sacraments and allow people
to receive them when they want them, particularly those whose marriages have broken down. There
should be a greater emphasis ongroving accessibility to confession: bishops and priests should
reaffirm the sacrament of reconciliation which should be less about guilt. We cannot be saved until
we repent; reconciliation is consoling and 1ga/ing. There should be more openness intharch,
reflecting the best values of truth and honesty, respecting others, Catholics an@aitiolics alike.

We should lead by example by not exploiting the vulnerable and young, showing love and care for
all. Those who lead should be willing to admistakes and rectify them quickly. We would like to

see the church deal with issues such as clerical abuse more honestly, in the way that Jesus would
expect. Many felt that there should be a review of clerical celibacy and that we should work towards
a chuch with women and married priests.

There should be greater lay involvement in the church with priests having more support. Priests
should be holy and spend an hour a day before the Blessed Sacrament. We should have younger
cardinals, not a conclave of weelderly men, and there should be clearer communication from the

top. We would like to see the Pope being supported fully in the Vatican. We should reach out to
youth, with youth pastors, more youth events that reach beyond Catholics, more groups fay youn
people for activities which will interest them such as sports, and retreats for youth in modern
spaces. The church should use IT more to engage with young people. We wish for greater
ecumenism: we are all worshipping the same God, no matter how we Wéiteel that people,

both those receiving and those administering the sacraments, should believe that it is alright for
people to attend other churches. Equally being married in other churches should not viewed as a sin.
It was suggested that we return the church as it was before the Council of Trent. More than one
person said that contraception should be allowed which in turn would lead to fewer abortions.

Local level: We love our physical church (Our Lady of Light): we do not want to lose ounbeadtif
unique building as a place of worship with its great little community. We should have a discussion to
see how we can improve liturgy and fellowship for children, possibly having children being taken out
F2NJ LI NI 2F GKS Y loBitke wir@which rela@&ta thai NBsy\Mady sdidithiatdzNE &
more needs to be done to attract young people and keep them interested although it was
acknowledged that this is easier with larger congregations. We would like more events at Long
Crendon, such aggular confession and a prayer group. Many hope that we can connect with and
support each other more. We need more communal activities in addition to praying and singing. It

23



was suggested that it would be good to have a reflective process like this hagmemually at the

f20Ff fS@Std ¢KSAS |jdSadAazya az2dzyR fAlSal adz2NBSe
better outcome for these listening sessions is not the Synod, but continuing these meetings and
discussions at local level. We hope torlwwith other Christian churches in the community but not

leave this to our parish priest. It was suggested that there should be more stations of the cross for
meditation. It was suggested that the altar rails should be reinstated.
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Divine Mercy and Ourady Queen of Poland.ocal Polish Catholic Mission in Slough

Process Used:

Within our parish, we chose the process of a dedicated evening led by our Parish priest and ten
Listeners to which all were invited to participate. We started by gatheringthagevith just the

[ AGGSYSNB YR 2dzNJ tF NARAK tNASad (2 RAadOdzaa GKS L
the Synod. We all agreed along with our Parish priest to slightly adapt questions 3 and 4 as we felt
these better reflected the needs ofio parish. We started our evening in our church in a prayerful
atmosphere with the Word of God, a reading from the Book of Revelation. Our parish priest then
gave us a catechesis following which we split into groups led by two Listeners. Each group started
with the Prayer of the Synod and then spent time contemplating the questions and then allowing
each participant to answer while the other group members exercised gracious listening. Finally, we
all spent time agreeing which were the key responses whicliseerned together and wanted to
submit as a group. These were then collated by all the Listeners, who in turn spent time
collaborating and discerning the responses which best represented all those received. Prayer and
the Word of God led our discernmetitroughout the process. NB .We decided to slightly amend
these questions from those originally proposed in order to communicate with our parishioners in a
way which was deemed more appropriate for our parish by our Parish priest.

What does it mean to youo be Catholic?:
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absolute power to take any decision he feels is best for the Church and based on what the Holy Spirit
tells him. He shows me what pathweshodl® ® w . SAy3 20SRASYy(d G2 GKS t
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prepared for us, trust in Him especially in difficult moments of our lives and despite any hardships

we might face in our lives.
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Experiences of the Church doing something well:

w h LISy de2no &t @vsinful one is, there is always a place for them in the Church. The
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progressive with certain rules yet still constant with the main truths of the faith. For example, the

Church has changed its position regarding people who are in thesaoramental relationships. The

Church has become more opentteem and make them feel like they also belong to the community,
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and the truths of the faith. Teaches us how to mature our faith.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:
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keeping people in the grip of fear ahddzy A & K Y Sy i ®-gaing {roin2raditiod, halz ab &

aSyasS 2F LINE LINRA (fedzAlyi R yUKIS W INAIRALD KRR R t NA Sada a
GAGK OGOKSANI LI NAAKA2YSNB o0dzi F20dza 2y ovldy3a | &iN
priests around to different parishes in the light of gossip or unpopularity. The hierarchy should

RSTSYR YR 2FFSNJ adzLILI2 NI (2 GKSasS LINASailta AyaudasSt
instead bringing them out into the open and being truthfu | 6 2 dzi RAFFAOdzZ GASa GAd
{021 RAfTdzAY3 2dzNJ FIAGK o6& |FaaAYAflLGAY3 yR 3IAGDA
0SAy3 2dzRASYSyiGlfd w [ S&da o0dzNBIlI dzON}F 08 Fff2gAay3a L
W {u2LlJ2uNlJ£)\yyﬁ$NJJI7\yQ 0KS FFHAGKTFdzA G GKS O02adG 27
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What are your dreams for the church?:

211¢ YLbS5 hC ! /1 w/ 1l 5h9{
22NR 2F D2RPOK A4/ IKIdNDKODK
| KdZNOK® w ! [/ KdzZNODK gA (K
Aa AYy S 2F D2R I yR /KNJ\é"
GKSYT gKAOK OFy NBI OK 2 dzi
gAGySaa yR A3IyAidsSa FILAGK FyR LI
AGAd YSYOSNERO® wSVa/KEzNﬁKIzKAIKIJ\ﬁEéﬁIyGédJ w !/ KdzN
dzyAGeé FNBY GAUKAY FyR y234 I NBdySyda Fy2y3ad Ada
| KdZNOK® w ! O2dzN} 3S2dzaX dzyF FNI-ARKR 2K ENEHKMFT D2 ROBY
LIS OS IyR NBF&aadz2N» yOoS Ay (KS YARal 2F (2RlI&Qa OK
AYF3AS 2F / KNRAGD® w ! [/ KAdZNOK ¢gK2aS YAaairzy Aa G2
which loves love should be the foundation of everything@sS o6 dzZAf R 2dzNJ FF AGK | yR
Church which evangelisesot necessarily through trained catechists but through ordinary people

gK2 NB y20 IFNIAR G2 3IAPS gAlGySaa (G2 GKSANI FlLAQd
prepared to daw all in and not dismiss anyone or make them feel unwelcome

Local Palish Catholic Mission in Slough of Divine Mercy and Our Lady Queen of Poland

R
N Cnoz >
NDg SN~

26



Guardian Angels parish at St Joseph's church in Aylesbury
Process Used:

w ! ljdzSa G A 2 yuyldd AftddMass, lwih diBcesanishidodquestions 2, 3 and 4 amended to
F20dza 2y 2dzNJ LI NRARAK 6Ddzr NRALFY !'y3aStao w ¢62 YSSi
questions and have listening conversations. Key themes were identified.

What does it mean toyou to be Catholic?:

This question prompted a lot of thought and was difficult to answer. We realised that many of the
suggestions that were made during the listening conversations could apply to any of the Christian
denominations. For example: loving Jesus; finding peatteeipresence of God; Jesus giving us a

foundation for our spiritual existence; knowing that God is with us and expects us to follow the

teachings of Jesus; having faith that God has a master plan for us and the world. A major theme
underpinning the conveedions was that Catholics are Christians first and foremost. Like all

Christians we believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Several participants said they were comforted or

proud to know that this belief is held collectively by a worldwide community of {&mssfrom

different denominations. However, comments were made that the sharing of beliefs between

Christian denominations, and the differences between religions, is sometimes not understood. For
SEFYLX ST 2y S LI NIAOALL yiGF &/ KNR &EKSH i@X R KB NI KS AKNIR
NEALR2YRSR 0& aleéAyd WhKI &2dz2QNB y24 | [/ FTiK2ft A0
0S dzyAljdzS G2 dza & /FiK2ftA0a FINBY w 2SS SyO2dzyi SN
way. While the bread andiwvy' S WRSTAYS dza a / KNRAGALFYyAaQ YR Wo.
ONRPGKSNE |yR aAadSNBQ> GKS /FGK2fAO 9dzOKI NRad dzy
belonging to a universal Catholic Church and proclaiming the same beliefs as other Gdtholics

SEI YLX ST 6KSy 6S &alré& (GKS / NBSRP w 2SS OkKz22a$8 G2 C
conviction that it is the right thing to do. This involves more than just accepting the choice many of

our parents made for us as children when they hatastised. It involves accepting we have

responsibilities and obligations in living our lives as Catholics. For example: being actively involved in

our Church at local level to the best of our ability; speaking out against injustice and discrimination;
participating in mission within our families and local community

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

The themes emerging from answers to this question can be separated into two main strands: those

that apply to the Universal Catholic Church @ndse that apply / applied to our local parish Church,

Ddzr NRAFY !y3Stad | yAGSNEIT / KdzZNOK w ¢KS &aSO2yR +
and relevant to worshippers eg the alter now faces worshippers, Mass is said in the main language of
thew2 NEKALILISNED® w ¢KS / KdZNOK KASNI NOKeé KFra 06S02YS
authoritarian and distant. However, priests, bishops and the Pope are now more visible and

accessible. As servants of God and the people they are generally more elpgbéaand down to

SINIK w ¢KS fFAlGe INB y26 Y2NB Aygd2f SR Ay (GKS f
ONBIGSR F2NJ RSIO2yazx 9dzOKIFINAAGAO aAyAraidiSNaAYZ wSl R
| KdZNOK A& OKL y 3 A Yha eachingLotinik [ChucNprovidelus Witk a gamod sense of

gKFEG Aa NARIKG YR 6KFEG A& 6NRPYy3d w ¢KSNB KIFa 0SSy
SEI YLX ST 3aANBIGSNI SYLKI aAa Aa yz2¢e LI OSR 2y D2RQa

andretribution; there is more compassion and support for Catholics whose marriage is breaking

R2gy T (GKS NYz S& 2y FlradAay3a o0STF2NBE NBOSAQGAYy3 | 2f @
now placed on Christian unity and on encouraging collaborating wkhNJ OK dzZNOKSad w [/ | i
schools are valued for the quality of education and also because they provide children with a solid
understanding of Catholic traditions, teaching and ethos. Parish Church The main theme that

emerged about the Church at parish léiethe nature of the relationships between Guardian Angels
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parishioners when based at their own parish church. This was exemplified repeatedly by words and
phrases such as welcoming, friendly, community, togetherness, warmth, feeling valued, affection

anR NBaLISOG F2NJ SFOK 20KSNJ FYR FLIINBOAIFIGAZY 2F 2y
Guardian Angels church we were a warm, friendly community who looked out for each other, like a
FIYAf@d w !0 Ddzr NRAFY | y3aSt &rethareiddddch othér, we R Of 2 &
KSftLISR IyR aaAadSR 20KSNAR GKIG 6SNB RAalof SR |
ly3aStQa LI NRAK 3IASydzaiySte aSSy G2 OFNB lo2dziz |y
0St2y3IAy3a W2y S Ay gét&wikhall Rembexs oktHe pakish Rereviviged ang
AyOf dzZRSR® alyé 2F GKS 02YYSyida ¢SNB YIRS Ay
ly3Sta LINRAKAZYSNDR | LIISEFENBR (2 KIFI@S 46SI1SySR a
attemptsto maintain communication at parish level especially during Covid and during the time

leading up to the closure of our church, were valued by several participants as were attempts to

keep us together as a parish. This can be summed up in a comment made pgrishioner: |

appreciate the amazing efforts of members of the parish to keep us together as a worshipping
community. | cannot thank them, and those that still come to our mass, enough, for keeping us

going as Guardian Angels. There have been somgllert opportunities for Guardian Angels

parishioners to learn more about our religion, develop a stronger relationship with Jesus and to

share our love for each other. Some examples of these are: being taught by inspirational priests or

lay people; par®A LI G A2y Ay [ Syl O2dz2NAEASAX LINF @SNJ INRdzLIE 6
pilgrimages, catechism classes and many joyful Parish social events. It was thought that these have

all contributed to spiritual growth and helped bring about personal change. Grafhgels parish

has participated in some valued collaborative events locally with people from other Christian
denominations. Examples of this are running joint Alpha courses with our local Anglican church and
participating inthe intelR Sy 2 YA Yy | iKBy laf2 By YA&daAz2ya Ay ! &f Saodz
scope for further growth and development in working with other churches locally.

i
A
> ()

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

The closure of Guardian Angels parish church and hall was the mainegxq@emany participants

identified as not having gone well. Many comments were made about how the closure was handled,
especially the poor communication and lack of consultation from the diocese. For example: there

had been a major failure of communicatibetween the diocese and the parish; we had the mat

pulled from under our feet at Guardian Angels, everything imploded. There is a clear sense of loss

resulting from the closure of Guardian Angels with comments about the loss of our base, the loss of

identity as Guardian Angels parishioners, and the loss of many of our parishioners to other parishes
AAYyO0S 2dzNJ Y2@0S (2 {4 W2aSLIKQa OKdIdZNODK® ¢KSasS fz2aa
Ly3aStaQ LI NRAK t NASaAlG 4K227KdaR befoe NEr&tiRrmankKhe O2 Y Y dzy A
falling numbers of people who attend mass was another key theme. The Covid pandemic has

crystalised what has been happening in the Church for a long-tpeeple have stopped coming to

church. Some participants commeiut¢hat the Church was too traditional and not relevant today,

especially to young people. Others said they found some of the rules and restrictions imposed by the
Church unhelpful. For example: divorced Catholics whmaery cannot receive the Eucharisich

feel excluded; the ban on the use of contraception and the high termination of pregnancy rates.

Some participants spoke about their anger or sense of shame arising from their experiences of

dealing with authoritarian or judgemental priests. For examaleriest refusing to bury someone

because they did not attend church; a priest refusing to baptise a child because the parents were not
regularchurckB2 SNET | LINASad Ay LNBflFYyR NBFdzAaAy3d (G2 Aa:
parishioner to narry a nonCatholic. Several participants mentioned the issue of child sex abuse

within the Church and were critical of the way the Church had responded to this in the past.

What are your dreams for the church?:
Our dreams for the Church can be dividetbithree strands: the Universal Church, the Church at
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RA20Saly tS@St FyR (GKS LI NAAK OKdzZNOK | yASBSNAEIf /
encourage those who no longer practice their faith to return to the Church (also applies to our parish
church)yw ¢KF G GKS / KdzZNODK | OlA@Ste tArAaiaSya (2 (GKS NB
INBFGSNI O2yaARSNI GA2Y A& 3FABSY 6AGK NBIFNRE G2 Y
GNBFGSR a Sldat G2 YSyod w ¢Klilgsaudéools © daNgork ¢ 2 NJ &
them in nurturing the faith of children and young people. Our religion and its expectations must
0S502YS Y2NB NBtS@Fyid IyR YSIyAy3a¥FdAg (2 OKAfRNBY
demonstrate a greater social conscience apéak out about present day issues, such as the
treatment of immigrantsandofi Ay S o6dzf t @Ay 3Id w C2NJ 6§KS [/ KdzZNOK {2
sexual or emotional abuse by anyone holding a position of authority within the Church. For the

Church to haéd perpetrators to account and to seek the forgiveness of those who have been abused.

w ¢CKFO ¢2N] A& dzyRSNIF{Sy (2 | OKAS@S / KdzZNODK ! yAl
about inclusivity within the Church. For example, the Church to reiigeteaching on the

sacraments and divorced churgjoers who have remarried, unmarried women with children or

LJS21L) S 6K2 KIF@S SyYyGiSNBR &lFYS &aSE OAOGAf LI NIYySNEK
use of contraception as this may help lessie® number of pregnancies that are terminated Diocese

w ¢CKFG O02YYdzyAOFiA2y Aa AYLNROSR gA0GK LI NA&aKSa
0N} yaLl NByoOe O2yOSNYyAyYy3d LINRAK FAYylFyOSa i RAZ2
Guardian Angels pghioners to stay together and worship in our own church, with our own Parish

t NASadz Fa GKS DdzFk NRAFY !'y3aSfta LI NARAKD w C2NJ 2 dzN
Fd {G w2aSLKQa dgrowth ih &ur servige &ttemd@nkeinGefsJolldwiag Covid and

GKS Y2@0S (2 {4 W2aSLIKa OKdIdINDK® w C2NJ 0KS / KAf RNEB
alaad w ¢KFG ¢S aildlI NI G2 LdzofAaK 2dz2NJ 24y ySgaf Si
better communication with all parishestA y 2 dzNJ 26y ® LQ@S FSt G 6St O02Y:
D2R A& albeAyda (42 YS Wy24Qa &2dz2NJ OKFyOS (2 06S02YS
OKdzNOKSa Ay 26y w C2NJIFff YSYOSNA 2F GKS LI NR &K
theparisha FIF NJ Fa GKS@& FINB 6fSd w ¢KIG 6S KIF@S 2LILR
with other members of our parish; to attend Bible study classes under the direction of a Priest,

deacon or spiritual director; to attend workshops and retreats. A pgrdéint made the point that:

Mass attendance offers basic spiritual maintenagéeK I G £ 2y S A& y20 3JI2Ay3 G2
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Holy Child & St Joseph, Bedford and Our Lady of Ransom, Kempston

Process Used:

Three groupings were held in the parishésTbe Holy Child & St Joseph, Bedford and Our Lady of
Ransom, Kempston; namely, Open parish meeting, Parish Forum and Parish SVP Conference. We
trying to organise a meeting with prisoners in HMP Bedford. This report will be sent seperately if it
can be doe.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Opinios were: The person of Jesus Christ. Gospel values. Certainty in the faith. The sacramental life,
especially the Mass. Theologically challengeing. Rich tradition, culteral, pastoral, theological. The
Apaostolic succession giving that certainty of teaching and which gives a feeling of comforting
permanence. The family aspect of Church life which welcomes everyone. Made up of saints and
sinners. A sense, therefore, of belonging. Helps to make sense ofesirllis universailty. A strong

moral code we try to live by, giving direction to our lives in the world in which we live as we strive
towards eternal life. Being part of something bigger and that feeling of community and security

within the family of theChurch.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

The preaching of the Good News of Jesus Christ and gospel values. The missionay work of the Church
throughout the world.The sacramental life of the Church which is essential to spiritual growth and
remedy for our woundedness. The emphasis on personal prayer and formation of prayer groups and
new religious movements both lay and the consecrated life. The election and papacy of Pope
Francis. He is contempory and caring of the marginalised and fpdgiohonstrates this in reaching

out to communities. He is an influential voice in the world on many themes including poverty and
climate change. We have been blessed with several popes this past century who were holy men and
good moral leaders. Social ergach via various charitable organisations and structures. The support
and encouragment of the clergy in this. Very strong on social justice and moral issues despite
hostility from secular quarters. The Church's charitable work throughout the world ifietids of

education, family life and healtbare and community projects. The promotion of marriage and

family life as essential to a healthy and stong society. Pilgrimages to various shrines has always been
a popular pratice in the Church and remains smminding us that we are, as a Church, a pilgrim

people.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

The Church's response to sex abuse scandals. This has seriously undermined the role and influence
of the Church because of the dreadful pain cautsethe victims of these crimes. Things are slowly
improving but the damage caused to the victims and the Church's reputation will bedsigg.

Financial improprieties at the Vatican have also tarnished the Church's standing. Can be viewed as
too judganental and not as inclusive or welcoming as some other Christian denominations. Maybe
not so able to engage with young people to help them maintain their faith in today's society. The
Church's stance on artificial birth control has been widely ignoredeNotigh being done to

address matters of human sexuality i.e. prarital relations, contraception, gender identity, same

sex relations, divorce and-marriage. These matters and the Church's teaching on them are leading
people away from the Church or nfatlly participating in its life. Work needs to be done on the
relevance of Church teaching on these matters in today's world and generation. Clergy do not always
offer enough relevant support to their congregations to feel confident in living and witmpsithe

faith. There is not enough challenge by individual priests and bishops which allows wrong or bad
practices to continue. The continuation of the Latin Mass should be curtailed.

What are your dreams for the church?:
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Refocus on the things that mdly matter in the life and teaching of the Church i.e. the person of
Jesus and his gospel. Emphasis on the spiritual life through prayer and sound teaching (catechesis).
Promoting a sense of the sacred e.g. prayerful silence in church and respectfuidaeh@at the
Church may continue to be a way of life that informs our daily lives and to be a sign of hope, light
and joy; a place of refuge, a sanctuary from life's problems and increasing activity. A place of rest
and peace where we feel embraced, wadtand loved. Where we also look out for each other in our
journey through life. That the Church becomes a reference point for moral and ethical issues. That
the laity be given more involement paricularly where there is a shortage of priests. That Papis Fra
be given time to implement his mission. That women be given much more authority (responsibility)
in the Church even if it means-gtructuring the Curia. That more men may respond to the vocation
to be a priest. To become a more dynamic, engagingadindctive Church where people can find joy
and fulfilment and a sense of completeness and become joyful disciples of the Lord. To see more
young people remain in the Church and offer things for them to maintain their faith. The promotion
of chaplaincy iur schools and universities, hospitals and prisons. To increase opportunities for
Eucharistic adoration as a way of coming closer to the Lord andigiging the centrality of the

Mass. Teachers of the faith must love the faith if it is to be tauglecéffely. It is not just an

academic subject but a way of life. A Church that is strong and robust but always gentle and
compassionate, understanding of the human condition.
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Holy Family and St John the Apostle
Process Used:

Ten people attended the Parish synod. Each of the question areas on the participation card were
addressed. Detailed notes were taken by one of the parishioners and will be forwarded to Bishop
David.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
Inclusion © support those in need To be part of a worldwide family

Experiences of the Church doing something well:
Reaching out to those in need e.g. the poor, the sick, the bereaved, locally and over the world
Provides moral guidance The Sacraments

Experience®f when things have not gone so well:

Not meeting the needs or wants of different groups e.g. some would like a Latin mass, some would
like a livelier experience The reliance of leaving the management or organisation to Priests and
Deacons Hiding/ coveringp truth e.g. the abuse scandal, the unmarried mothers scandal. The
church acting as a business. Previously to make a decision they used to pray to the Holy Spirit, then
draw lots. We are not good at sharing the Good News. Not engaging with some pespéeity e.g.
young people There should be a variety of events to make people feel welcome The lack of public
Catholic speakers/ role models

What are your dreams for the church?:
That there will be more lively services with more praise and worshipeTraore welcoming/
inclusive

2" Submission

We held two meetingsthe first was a general parish meeting advertised in the bulletin for anyone
who wanted to take part and the second was a women's group within the parish. These are listed
below, a pargraph apart. Please note that | have also emailed both of these feedback documents to
the Synod teams also (before discovering how to upload the responses) my apologies for any
inconvenience caused.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Everythingsense of happiness, lost without it. Extension of family around the world, we are part of

the world FAMILY & feel safe by being part of the family. Being inclusive, hearing & seeing, learning

from other faiths & accepting others. Converted & feelsthgt 8 G I / F G K2t A O @& 2 dzZQNB
is very important & people feel at home in church. A vision beyond religion. Church can obscure
WSadza o6dzi F NBFf t2@0S FT2NJ/KNARaOG 9 LISNBR2YlFf NBfI
GKEFY F IFIOAKEdzyA GRS + Fl YAtfted ¢KSNBQa || fS@St 27
experience in any other area of our lives. We can experience support in times of great need; illness,

death of a loved one, family and life struggles. We can experience sheaxger. The feeling of

praying together is very powerful and comforting. Being prayed for is equally comforting. We can

share our faith not only with each other but with people outside of the church. We do it in a simple

way by showing kindness/ doing gbdeeds while wearing a crucifix or simply saying, God bless We

have the Mass and the sacraments which we are part of and we very much appreciate.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:
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Setting everything up, the organisation/admin, helps usgach out. Sacraments Parish

sacraments, Charities around the World. Church leading us well & can be exciting, if we allow it to.
Morally good grounding for life We have the Mass. It is something we have always had and it keeps
us going. It is everyth@nto us. We have our priests who hold us and work so hard. We appreciate
the opportunity for regular adoration within the Church. Providing us with this opportunity allows us
to meet with Christ in a very intimate way. Nothing can compare to this. Wevelebme and
comfortable in church. Some of us have left the church for a while and have felt welcomed back
when we returned. We really appreciate the sacraments that are offered to us. That we can receive
the sacrament of the sick when we are weak and aik when we approach death. A beautiful gift
and a huge comfort. We really appreciate being able to receive the sacrament of reconciliation.
Although it is a spiritual experience we find is so therapeutic, being able to share experiences,
stresses, conces and struggles with a person who is sympathetic-juolgemental and helpful (

our priest) . We are not always enthusiastic about going to confession but we very much appreciate
being able to feel that sense of freedom and a new start that we get aftaiving this sacrament.

We appreciate the homilies within our own church, we find them spiritual and uplifting, but most of
all we find them practical. We can use the reflections from the homilies in our daily lives. They help
us. Fr Andy tells us how lpeays when putting together his homilies and asks God to guide him. We
can feel that when we hear the homilies. We appreciate that this Synod is not a reflection on the
GAYS 2F (GKS LI YRSYAO® I 26SHSNI ¢S RA ashdres SR
were treated with sensitivity. It was devastating when we had to close the church doors but we
appreciated the online Masses. We very much appreciated the opportunity to go to Adoration
before Mass had started up again. Some of us attended agl@rp R G KS W [ A TS Ay

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Scandal over abuse, children taken away from single mothacgept mistakes & not be so

secretive & dishonest. Dumbing down the liturggot allowing Latin mags why? Polarising &
FEASYlFGAYy3 LIS2L S CSSf NBAGNAOGSR 9 &adzRdzSRO®
GStf dza 6KIG G2 R2® 2SQONB L FYyyAy3a F2N gKI
power of Christ we cannot do arhihg) The scandal that some priests brought on the Church .No

real apology. The damage that it has done to the Church and to the many good priests and clergy
within the Church. We discussed how we feel the Church views people who could be perceived as
different. We discussed the Church being judgemental at times. Mission: Our thoughts are turned to
those outside the church walls

What are your dreams for the church?:

Everyone is welcomebeing inclusive. We lack community. Not enough prayer groups, oceact
groups. Huge parish hall & not enough groups happening there. Involve the laity more, not just
Priest & deacon led work, we need to empower lay people. The Church to discover how to present
the Gospel as Good Newsnake it life changing. We need b evangelising. Dream to have

2 dzNJ

iKS

528
6S o

different types of mass, for different groups & less polarisation. See life in the Church every Sunday.

{SS LI aarazy s t20S F2NJI GKS [2NR® wlk GKSNJ GKIy
@2dzy 3 Wo | Gskdifie idéadf cRratidig@plzortunities for people to meet Christ. How can we
R2 AUGK 2SS R2yQl 1y2¢ o0dzi ¢S R2 NBO23IyrasS (GKS
having Rosary groups. We discussed how other denominations have opportunitiestor

parishioners and people outside to have an opportunity to meet for tea and coffee within the

0 N

AYL

Church. Providing a deeper sense of community and maybe a chance to meet the Lord. Can we make

our churches look more attractive with flowers, pots and hagdiaskets. To make the Church more
welcoming but even more importantly this would reflect our love for our church. Could churches
create a display board featuring a focus on the church seasons; interesting facts about a saint,

Prayers , other churchtopi¢s ¢ KA & YI & Sy O02dzN} IS LIS2LX SQa AyidSNB
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Holy Family Church, Langley, Slough
Process Used:
Face to Face Groups and-time groups

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
2KEFEG NB @82dzN) 228akOSt SONY GA2wa. SEYASAW BRI 2FI b KE

.SAY3 LI NI 2F | 62 NR KA LILKbgimy pddtdNa Washippthg corfunity St A S 3 S
w {SyasS 2F o6St2y3aiay3ad w {dAftt FSSt LINI 2F I O2YY
regular attendance atch@K® CAYyR Al O2YF2NIAy3a dGKIFIG L FY FofS
NEFf SOl 2y GKS 3J32aLSfd w tNIreAy3a Ay | O2yaradsSyid
O2YYdzyAiéed w .SAy3a LINI 2F F FlLYAfted esafSyasS 27
FYOK2N) w / St SoONIGA2ya w Df2olt g NBySaa 2F AYLR
womancL FS8St Ay@2f SR yR 6St02YS w 1 2t& ClFYAf& A&
Familyinano@ dzZRIASYSy il 4l ek | AGRA &k Py I8 AySF I NIEF Srf &
u

fAGdzZNEE ® {KFENAY3 yR SELISNASYyOAy3da GKS t2@0S 2F C
2dzNB St 9SakYAYRYSaa w | F@Ay3 | LXFOS (G2 32 Ay UGAY
023SGKSNI N aRORIASONR A ARSdZ > | 3Sas OKAtIRMBytE@ NI OSax
/| KdZNDK Ay |ye [/ 2dzyiNE w ¢KS NBFIf LINBaSyO0S 2F [/ KN
2F GKS ,2dzy3 w .SAy3 YSYOSNI 2F Adacomminityf I YA & w t
Catholic people and friendly and helpful. Meeting other Catholics make you see how much you have

Ay O02YY2yd w S5AOSNBAGE 2F AYUSNIINBIOGFGA2Y cwo . St 2y
AYONBI aSa @2dNJ FI ASIKRA W22 RSESLBEFRIEA QFP s 21008 ©6S 4 A
O2YAy3a (2 OKdIINODK AGQa GSNE O2YF2NIAy3Id tS2LXS |
w /FTNAYy3 02YYdzyAide w ¢KS FlLAGEO3Y Ryayhyd KD & S
gA RFyOS w ClFYAfe w .StASGAYI Ay FTFOUSNIATS w ¢KS
/| 2YYdzyAGeé hT (GKS [/ KdzZNOK w wSYSYO6SNRAYy3a G(GKS al & |
YR RSLISYR 2dzNJ FIFAGK | yR LI &#e ok weekend evey tink dzNJ OK A f
O2y@SyASyld (2 dzAa w b2id aGNAOG w ClFYAf& 062yRAYy3I A
SYLJ GKeé F2NJIFtf LIS2LX Sd w ! O0OSLII Fff LIS2LX S 64K
Respect to learn and growincorid/ OS w 9y e22&é GKS Ylraasz GKS { I ONI Y!

Odzf (dzNB&d w . SAy3 LINIG 2F | O2YYdzyAde GKIG (81 OKS
l2f@& CrYAfe Aa | ¢StO02YAy3d o61FaS w | 2YAfamga | NB A
Ayo@2f SR Ay GKS / KdZNODK {2f|-é§cdu5/ChurcF{\S I'FGK2f A0
5SSt 02YAY3 w L FSSt 63t 02YSR 0@ D2R ® CNJYSOAY 1Y
LyOt dzaAAGAGE w / StSoNI (AYEBAZHN BN RSt ORA G dNY R DOBESa
I 62NI RGARS c“)zYdeyAue w 22NBKALI Ay Y& OKz2aSy 02y
YIaa w cééf)\y LI NI 2F | O2YYdzyAdé w CAYRAy3 LIS
caring groupwitht®& &t YS @l fdzSa a L KFIrgSed w 2SS Oly f1I dAaAK

0KS GAYS® w / SEtSONYGAY3I al aa | &sitginglcBo,ysang, 1 & w . S
LIN @SNE w | I @Ay3a RAFTFSNBY(kaLISOA lldreseRde f&hristat OSt So
(KS 9dzOKI NAAG OStSoN}GAZ2Y o {Syas 2F 68f2y3Ay3a «
S2YYdyAded o ¢KS NBIf a8yas 2F O2YYdyAiide o / 2YYdy
irrespective of wealth, race or positionfnA ¥ S w SAy3a +tofS G2 Gl 1S LI NI
CSStAy3 aLISOAIET w t2LIS CNIyOA& alLII| | kigeal, 2dzi | yR
VEGAZYEE 9 AYGSNYFGA2YEE o 9a(lofAAaK Lldgwhieas |y R
i2 02YYdzyS FyR $2NBKALI D2R GKNRdzZAK 68| dzil A Fdzf  Ydzd
i2 3IAPS &dzLER NI o /2YYdyride o CSE{264KALI @ CF YAC

FNASYR&H w ! NI 9 adzii O FuS NBYNK ORRIENIIKKSSE Qu2 V7 YKddyNUdIKA S
YSIYAY3 Ay EAFS w {FyOiAGe 2F tATS w LRSYy(GAGE w
1 2f& /2YYdzyA2y ® 9dzOKI NA&G o D2AYAI d&@KK N R dwal &
[ SINYAYIY i REYAKFEANAw {FYS fAGINAEE o | dzYly RAIYA
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LYALANIGA2y (2 0SS FtABS w {KFENAYy3 Y& TFlIAIGK gAGK
w ¢KS {IONIYSyda o /StSONIGAYI al @& w dlyaaISHNAWL &
CFAGKSN) w CIAGK Ay oFftlyOS 6A0GK NBIf fAFS w Cdf ¢
2F O2YYdzyAGe 6yv w CSStAy3a {IIFS w LYyOSyiGA@S G2 L
R26y FYR FI OS LNFOISfA(yeT il 2Y YWeS@AdYad w LG YSIya SOSNE
| KdZNOK A& F $2NIR FlLYAf@ 000 w L FY LINRPdzZR w CNBa
RAFFAOdLE 6 ASakOKI ftSyasa &2dz SELISNASYOS o6SAy3a |+ |/
liturgyw { KFNAYy3 Yé o6StASFa w [FO] 2F 5A0SNBAGE w . d
/| KdZNDK (2 / KdZNODK wcFSelFRIFE FgOKKSwLINA SAKS [ D. ¢
w 22YSy yR YSy &akKz2dzZ R K2f R SIadzRS Oa@mIARdEER Yol y INFBA |
LIS2LX S | OOSLIWISR w b2i +Fa 2Ly gAGK O2ftf Sl 3dzSa I o6
jdZAGS | 3aINBaairA®dS w 22YLyYy IINB y20 @SG 3A@BSy Sljdz f
RSOSt 2L NPtS 2F 62S§Jom02BX D2NBSBISNERYY S0 w ¢
GSRRAY3IEAE K2feé O02YYdzyAz2y YR O2yFANNIGAZ2Y RAFFSN
GAGK 282dzy3a0SNE w 2Keé Ylaa Ay [FGAY FALAY Ay &2Y
thesamewd ® w [ O1 2F AyOfdzaizy w [0l 2F dzy RSNRBRUI yF
OKdZNDOK w aAESR FIAGKE w b2i Ylyé FINB 22AyAy3a (KS
/T GK2f A0 OKdZNODK w 2SS IINB 6StO08VY¥gd EAARAEZR HNEKSESK

generation like my boys, worry that they may not continue the responsibility and obligation of going
02 OKdzZNOK S@OSNE {dzyRFreé w 5A@Z2NDOS w tFNAAK LINRSad

f26 w ¢SYLINIViARIyGIR DASY (A ANRP Yy 3 SYGANRYYSYyil w /
FYR LN} & o ! OOSLIiAYy3 3tk & YI NWkey3IpSke bacdabbut t 20 2F LIS
I FGK2f AOA & X comingbtd chreh, inbrd dcdess %o priests and religious oofasio w

{FOAATFIOGA2yKkO2YT2NI Ay OKcandddssidiitydo héah lassaf A £ A G A S&
62yoéyﬁNJ-ﬂA2yz y2AaS4azr OKAfRNBY &aONBIYAYy3I w LGQA
dzy RSNAGFYR gKé ¢S 32 w { 2 vi$hatkasygehdrallyicKticisedabuSeNSE R 2y S
08 LINAS&ada FyR ydzya w ¢KS OKdzZNOK Aa a2YSdiAvYSa &S
peoplecRA @2 NDSRXZ ISYRSNE dzy YFE NNASR O2dzL Sa w wdzZ Sa
KSt LIFdzAE (2 GAGSOBTHs2YEYShdaKS 6SIfGK 2F GKS I i
384 Ay (KS gleéH w ¢KS adAaavylr 2F +106dAaS w 2SS aiGAatt
2F GKS / KdZNOKH w hGKSNJ @2dzy3 LIS2 LY S saimktimés Yl & y2i
KFEI3S LINBO2yOSLIiA2ya 2N ONAGAOAAYaA 2F GKS FlLAGKO®
28 INB | YAYy2NARGe 2y (GKS O0AIISNIKISAOKINBD&® O 3ySREN

Women priests/nuns and equality before Gad CS St Ay 3 3IdzAif & | o2dzi F2NHSI
AYlFRSljdzr 1S 2y (GKS 1y2¢fSR3IS 2F GKS . Ao0f S E
o2dzi aSEdzrtf 2NASYdlIGA2Y w {FONXYSyld 2F |1 2t& [ 2Y
Gr2f SYDBAWI CAKNBI GSYSR 68 SEGNBYS NBftAIA2dza FIlyl
OKAf RNBY NB2SO0 2dNJ FIAGK o |2 RAYI Ay FYISNE FN
9 YFNBHAYFfAASR LIS2LX S 0SOIPTRNDZFNDERE Bl &2 EIS2 RIF S
Confidence to share our faith with other people (we are a bit passs@mpared to other

faiths/religions) and winning more young people in our community. More vibrant young community.

@ 9Y3ILIAYI gA0GK ORKERNBRSB2dryf ¥ GLIS2LIHE 1852 LI NI Ay
2F AdzLILI2 NI F2NJ LIS2LX S 6A0GK LISNE2YI| f RASUFA OdzZ GASA
AKFEG y20 w [FO1 2F dzy RSNEROGFYRAY3I F2N) GK2aS 6K2
aO0SLIitotS (2 aLJSIl 2dzi w [FO1 2F | LINRPLISNJ 22dz2Ny

62Ny AYIkadzLLRZNIAY I GKS / KIZNDK w w2t Sda 2F 62YSy
SEOf dZRSR RdzS (2 / KdzZNOKQ& NHzt S & angingahk depogitoSaithi G | y RA Y
w 5AF2NDS w tfSFraAay3d GKS g2NIR AYaildSIR 2F al gay3

$2NIKe ® S5FYF3ISR NBLWzil GA2Yy w [/ 2 dzyGrieityd bQddytai daNd f o

/| KdzNDKQa aYI-fSNBgmoa W2YBRNBARYFHEZ2 20KSNI FHAGKE
R2YAYIFIGiSRO w ! 00Saa (G2 LINASaAGa FyR FSStAy3da 0O02YF2
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hodSNIfe SELINBaaiAyd FEAGK o 5Aa02yySOG 6h G K Y2RSN
82dzy3SNJ OKAf RNBY (2 Sye2e OKdINDK w .IFR LINBia w |
FIAGK w [2aAy3 @2dzy3 LIS2LIX S O0HU w [/ dzZf GdzNI £ RATFTFS

encourage people to return

Experiences of the Clah doing something well:

2 KIG R2Sa (GKS / KdzZNDK R2 ¢gStftK w CSSRAYy3I GKS LJ22N
FOdGa 2F YSNDe (G2 GUKS 6ARSNI OKdzNODK O2YYdzyAdeé w 2 S
O2YF2NI w {dzZLIRNIAKSt ORRSAFGRAARISEYYSORENAYSG2N] 2
Ly@2t @dSYSyid 2F GKS @&2dz/3 A o SXdocallyfaidthiiigh the\dtBans | Y R
news¢! y3Sftdza yR (SIFIOKAY3I FNRBY t2LJS CNIyOAa w /I NX
and formaofmassgaf 2061 f | LIIINBIF OK w a2@S G2 Y2NB G§SOKyz2f 2
| KdZNOK O2YYdzyAGe& A& 3ISGGAY3I Y2NB Ay@2ft SR FT2NJ (K
LIS2LX S FNRBY Fff glrtla 2F € AFXK2ETR WKANS R AdilAy2ly ai 20 22
SYR2NAS G(KS {&y2R w 2SS ySSR (2 YIN)Q SO gKIFKi S R2
9PSNEGOKAY3I 6S OFly KStfLI FYyR R2 (2¢6F NRaA GKS Df 2NE
prayer together. Celebrate all the differefgasts such as Easter, Christmas, fasting during Lent,
YENNAFISEAE OKNARAAGSYyAy3Tazr O2y FANNIGAZ2YAad t S2LX S 2
FOOSLIiAYy3a G2 LIS2LX S K2 calnationalities together/Feeliakéne A Oa H w
FIAGK SgKSNBEOSNI ¢S 320 w t2YL) 9 OSNBY2ye& w /! Chs
OKdzNOK A& a0NRYy3Id w 2SS GKS / KdzZNOK 221 | FGISNI 23K

ySSRSRqJ () Ly 2 dzNJ O K dzZND K uKSd\aEardastpte&’ang’\aluelaie%FSNJS)/u
AT GKSe R2 (GKAYy3Iad RAFFSNByidte (G2 2dNASKI gSaod 2SS ¢
a0K22faz O2ftftS3Sa IyR dzyAGSNBRAGED® w C22Rolylz /!
Church community and ouRiS ¢ 2 dzi NS OK ¢2NJ] 0 w a dzf ( §anuatleli dzNI £ A

S

3
2F K2g a20AS80G8 a4K2dAR NMzy o [F& YAYAAdNE w LyGSN

RAFTFSNBY (I f I ¢f 3nddl (35/EAdY T WSaWA26FE S D KE didR &3barihgyirftiey S Y | & ¢
9dzOKIF NAAld w S5AFFSNBYOd {FONrYSylGa I @rAflof¢cS w [ FN
o LXiAAYZ 6SRRAY3IaEAT FdzySNIfasz /KNARAGYFaAX 9F&d0SN «
adzLILI2 NI w 2SfO02YAYy3IAKk wl DAA RY YOS/ Y Yd/RIPNIAZ2F ¢ KA N
I OOSLIiAY3a LIS2LXS 2F Fff 1AYR OYFNNRFISA0 w | St LA
OKdzZNOK S@Sy AF L OFy FdzZ fe& LI NIAOALIGS oul-1é 0 KS
branwastE R w ¢KS | YABSNEIf / KdzZNOK &adzlJLl2 Nlia (KS adzF F¢
Y)\aa)\QVINJ\Sa w ¢KS / KdzZNOK 2FFSNA K2LJIS Ay I gl &

{FON} YSY( acND HefK LINGHEESY OS5 @ ¢ KS fopdoplec2 K NB i B0 O3 K
{FONXYSyia w tFrGASYyOS Ay (GKS FIF0S 2F ONRGAOAAY u«
GKS wWStAIA2dzA w hdaND 222R ISy 2NI/ 1 (K26 EdasE {D k2 ta38 S D2
Synod is givingus an opporturii @ (12 aLJSF 1 ® o we K@ whaktdzpeet inkla Df 20 I

|
/| KdZNDKSa +ta /| GK2tA0ad w DAGS dza I 3INRdzyRAy3 | YR
O2yySOia dza (23SUKSN) o aldad Ad (GKS almMh§toSTSNE 6KS
O2YYdzyAOlF 1Sk F¥20dza 2y YAaarazy o6SGGSN w loosu Yy O8
2dzi ® {FONYYSyillf 20aSNBIy0S w ¢KS ARSI 2F (KAa
NAOKYy SaakRADBSNEAIGRE ¢lie&dership ®ivfhis/ Td Duk AA 2y1_aé GaNS yéQN\éI R
t 215 6K2 dzy RSNRGFYR& LIS2LX S w t2LIS CNIyOAa LI adz
WwSGdNYyAY3 (2 62NAKAL) o CNIGSEEA ¢dz2ilA o ardarzyl
@ 9RAZOF GA2YiKS tSNINERY 0 FANWEAYI w hytAyS tAlGdNBEE ¢

LI NAAK O2YYdzyAiASa w DFGKSNAY3I w wSEFEOKAYy3I 2dzi (2
9RdzZOI GA2Y 9 1 SHtGK w [AlGdzNBek/ St SoNI GA2¥ 2F GKS
9RdzOF GA2Yy FYR 1 2aLAGEFta KSNB YR Ay (KS RS@St 2L
GKS aSyasSa w{YSttfa |y|“? .StfaQ xAadzd X ! dzZRAG2NE S
2dzi G2 20GKSNJ NBf AIA 2 dz&2 RONPYdYLIA /) AhSEEZLIAbYAR KK § KySS SiR
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clear guidance on morality and ethical issues, focus on importance of kindness and aspiring to live in
I gl & O2yaAradsSyid gAGK / KNRaAGQa (GSHOKAYyIADP w 2
spreadingandte OKAy 3 D2RQ&a 22NR® ! LIINRF OKIFIofS w ! g2
/| 2YYdzyAlléed w Ly@2t@SYSyid 2F flFLAGe Ay | RAQSNﬁ
Choir, Music etc. Inclusive, celebrates differences in culture and provides oppa@sufaiti
RSOSt2LIYSyd 2F LINF} &SN FYR YSRAGIGAZ2YD® w wSl OKSa
O2YLI 4aA2yd w . NAy3Ia LIS2LX S (23SGKSNI FNRY [t 4t
Maintains tradition, has never responded negatively to cri@@saritable organisations, this Synod

YR ' YAGSNEFEAGED® w ¢KS LINASAG Fala da G2 SyoO2dN
OGN RAGAZ2Yad® w 9Yy3IASYRSNAE + aSyasS 27 OZYdey}\ljé |yfe
global Catholic Community. WSt SO N} GS ¢Sttt > y2i 2dzA aI aa odzi A
[AGdzNBes 2FG8y adNBRy3 tél-ﬁSNﬁKALJq: CKS ! YADSNEL A
{ N} 8SNJ DNEdZJA o / SfS0oNIGAYT FSIa(Ga w3/dNRFAR wh & A
GNRBAY3 ySg (GKAy3Ia o0HO0 w aSSiAy3da ySg LIS2LXS w ! ff
LINEINI YYSE Ay@2f gAy3a FILYATASE w {SyasS 2F St 02YS
2GKENI w a2@Ay3d BAGK (KB dAYSEOBDVIYD OKAGRBAY Ay 3

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

2K R2S&a GKS / KdzNOK y20i R2 ¢StftK w L FY y204G | &l
ministry. Both the Catholic and the wider Church needs to work on showing hogpitalib a | { A y 3
prOV|S|on for LGBT groups e.g. the mass for gay people was stopped by the Catholic Church making
GKSY FSSft SQS)/ Y2NB SEOf dzZRSR FNRBY Ftﬁlthcm@ﬁYdeyx 0e

GKA&d KIFI& 0SSy AYLINEJSR ANBOBSBopably $peakingFrd@in®2 YA Y I & i NI
SELISNASYOS 2F 62Ny Ay3I Ay 'yItAOly aSiGAy3da w LGC
SALISOALfte Ay RAFFSNBYG LI NIa 2F GKS 62NIR w ¢KS
it seems to be mar focused on becoming more like the modernwayld 2 NI Rt @ @ w bSSRa
GAGK 6KSNB 6S INB Ay umald OSylGdaNEZ a2YS gl &a | NB
Y2NB NBfSGryd (2 (GKS ySSRa 2F &2dz/3Stwdlyowds2LI S w a
L1JIS2LX S GKIFG GkKSe Yire S @S odzi] Al Aa FAyS G2 O2vY
I NBFGS ySeaft SGGSNE F2N) GKS | yA éﬁdzﬁzéyéé w ¢KS OK
| KdzZNDOK ySSR& |y 218y M$dfriég‘hd\lempaotZNézieelthjtdelf?xué w L
@2dzyISNJ 3SySNrGA2y A& Y2NB G I RA&GHYOSZ S&LISOA
LIS2LX S 2F RAFFSNBY ASEdZd t AGASAD w ¢KS / KdzZNDK y S
flexible inbendingg A G K GNI RAGAZ2YAd w LGQA | LMAGE 6S KIgS y?2
al NNASR tNASaia w 2SS ySSR G2 NBlItfte KIFIGS || RAFT?2
0KS / KdzZNDK w 2SS ySSR (42 o6daAftR (KS u2dz®KY82®S®$yu
Ly@g2t @S GKS tlFAd& Y2NB w 2SS ySSR G2 3SG ¢SOK &l ¢
priestorservec Oty K @S YSIyAy3 2NJ &2dz a6AU0K 2FF w 52y
Nunscd K2dzZA R 6S +FotS (2 G2y I §KS y2ldZBKD [ d ae2 iy 20NIYRR S |
S&LISOALtte AT NHzZ Sa NB oNR]1SY w wdzZ S§a &aK2dz R 068
y2i /FTiK2tA0 w b2y [/ FiK2ftAO OFlyy2i NBOSAGS 02YYd
| KdZNDOKQa 32 BENIOOSWE GBKie Ay GKSANI glea yR R2y Qi ¢
2LILREAAGAZ2Y D w tS2LX S 6AGK &aSEdztf 2NASYGEGA2Y LINE
9l yaStraykaKINRYy 3 2dzNJ FIF AGK y SSR&agaisstworBen LINR Y2 (i S
bysorS LINAS&ida FyR flAGed w ,2dziK aAyAadNE ySSRa
| KdZNDK® w 2 2YSyQgy SNPR S0 24 yo Sl K NIK 2NIDKRSOAaA2YyY YI | .
f SFRSNEKALI 9 aKFENAYy3 (G4KS 322 Rcnlédf womenpochill2 § | RRNEB a
FodzaSs 3L e LS2LX SQa | OO0SLIiFyOS Ay (GKS / KdzZNDKZ f A
@2dzy3d LIS2LX S | FUSNI O2YyFANNI GAZ2Yyd w 9EOf dZRSR 3INRM
/| KdZNDK A& y2i FT2NwiKSYY@NL2Y¥SY ORTFAGAY & / | G SOKA &Y
{OFYRIfad w ¢KS g2NR (2 0SS IABSY KKK 9yO02dz2N} IS Y2

37



GAGK yIGdNB yR GKS LXIFYySi w 18fL) e2dzy3 LIS2Lf § F

doGardenf3 | YR &4iNBaa (GKAy3a& Ay 2dzNJ / 2YYdzyAle w LyO
Fo2dzi GKS AdadzSa GKIFIG GKS @2dzy3 gAftt FILOS fSIOAy
| KdZNDOKS&a ¢St O02YAy3a IyR LX I OSa T2 Mbo@karditRINSY | yR @&
Of SNBe&® w t22NJ I 00Saa (G2 LINASada w 22YSyY tNRSaila
dzLJIRF GS GKS / KdZNOKH w 9y adzaNB ddKIG 6S SRdzOFGS OKAf
22YSYy w NAy3 ol Ol a2 @dAKA DA . AYAR &2 NE &lLIS 0B FNIaAl R Kz
AaadzSa 2F 22NIR LRISNIe w [AY]l Y2NB gAGK 20KSNJI/
the Youth a Voicel / KIFyOS (2 aL)lSI{H w {LSOAIf alaa FT2N {o
together2 NJ , 2dzi K al 4454 o +SNEB LR2NJ G NBIOKAY3 2dz

2S5t 02YAYy3 fftK w ¢KS / KdZNOK O2YYdzyAdGe Aa 2yfeé /K
[221AY3 FFAEGSNI GKS Ay FNF &G NUzOG dzNB 2 @ruithetdNO K 6 0 dzA €
Ot SNHe w ¢FNHSGSR O2YYdzyAOFAz2ya (26 NR&a GSSya «
FOliAZ2yad w 9EOfdZRAY3I 62YSy FTNRY aSyA2ZNRLRAAGAZY A

5SF02yaK tNASEAGEAK w {29 6260KEKYyIFSKSND 2N ND A KBdzy &
t NEY2GAY3a + LIRaAaAGAGBS AYIF3AS w 5AFE23dz2S 6AGK 23G§KSN
o0& Of SNHeée w {LSI1Ay3d 2dzi FTXxNYyREAXIADSE w BBY aSIk
a2@Ay3d GAGR2YBY AaAYSalinNER w b2 @2A0S F2N 62YSy Ay
2dz0K YAYAAUNRE o {LIEODREXYayAQ i KENO&G& 9 Ot yIA8A B8Y «
AyOf dZRSR 0SUGSN) w wdztf S&a w 90Fy3aStAaAy3d w DSGOAYS
{dzLILZ NIIAYy3 322R SRdzOFGA2y 4 K2YS FyR 62NIRSARS

LIS2LX S w ¢22 Ylye LIS2LX S FSSt 2dziAARSNB w b2d I f
RSt @S Ayid2 LRfAGAOA 2 NJ LIR2Chirchard soiné &ke nbtprapdudcifor w t S2 L
GKSANI YAYAEOGNR® w hTGSy OKdNOKSa 2LISNIGS a AyRA
Being silent whensocibd2 t A G A OF f OKI 2a Ay @FRSa a20ASied w ¢KS
a20ASGBNBIwd bR ASGGAY3T e2dzy3 | RdzZ Ga Ay@2t gSR | T
G2 alaa 2N KI@S lye Ayo2f gSYSyilio w tNARSadGa aKzdz

need help in dealing with pressure and needs of diverse communities. éagdng priest | wrong

LI NAAK gAGK gNRBy3I O2YYdzyAiled w tNASada az2yvySaa
OKdzZNODK Aa @OSNE atz2g¢g (2 Y2@0Sd {2YS OKdIzZNOKSa | NB
marginalised people i.e. Divorcees. Some (ndtf 0 LINA Saida R2 SEOf dzRS (KS
aK2dzZ R ySOSNI KI S 6SSy 2NRI )\YSRCD w {2YSGAYSa
¢tKS / KdzZNOK OlFy ©0S YIEINNRg Ay Ada OASsad w tS2LI
Gay peqle being unable to marry or be christened in the Church. Abortion and contraception ruling.

w b2i ANBIG G SOFry3aStAaAy3IE AKEFENRY3I 2dzNJ FFEAGKSD
g2YSYy fSIFRSNAKALI YI1Sa {KA ywhat weNB, peihbds hiokingved w 2 S
will be frowned upon. Some events not mentioned in our church when they are mentioned

nationally or even in our community. Not good at including LGBT or the divorced, Tackling concerns
ddzOK |a GKS [/ KAf Boaddieszdcanda &ntl ghisk. Stith vesy pdteinaligtic and

authoritarian. Slow to develop role of women Deacons. Not recognising birth control and making

couples feel guilty when they wish to limit their family. Not allowing people who have been in

abush8 YIF NNAF3ISE G2 NBYFNNE 2N o6S Ay FdzZt O2YYdzyiz2
G2 2G0KSNA ¢Keé L o6Sft2y3a w 2KSy L OlFyQd 3sSi G2 OKd
d20A1t YSRAI 6HUO w IFNR (208524603 OSAJAAY WS DS
NEfAIA2ya gAGK2dzi a2dzyRAy3a G22 AGNRYy3I Ay Yeé 24y
world

= 4
U),?QJ(

What are your dreams for the church?:

2 KId FNB &2dz2NJ RNBIYa F2N §KS / KdzMID&Batholic ahidcha SS |
e.g. in the leadership, saints, rosary books and holy communion cards, and other images so that all

YIe FSSt 6St02YS FyR 6Sft2y3a w ¢2 &SS GKS /I GK2¢tA
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reflecting on human diversity and thaink) God for all that He has made in humanity as well as
G2NyJAYy3 (23SGKSN) G2 SYR Ay2dzaidAOS yR A3Iy2NIyOoS
to follow the teachings of the Church and get comfort and solace despite the difficult times we live
inw ! LI I OS $gKSNB 2dzNJ e2dzy3d FSSt t20SR [yR alF¥S «
YSYy FYR ¢62YSy G2 FOG a t£tSIFRSNAE Ay GKS / KdNODK® «
0KS / KdNDOK w ¢KFid GKS YSaalphR dE tKS /oKdKDK XX SR
RAIFf23dz2S | ONRPaa (GKS OKdAzZNOK KASNI NOKeé w ¢2 YIS L
social media and technologically savvy as we have experienced during the pandemic as well as being
more creative inreaching dzi (12 OKAf RNBY w ¢2 Sy O02dz2N»y 3S RIAf @&
G2 aKFENB 2dz2NJ 9ASga 6A0K2dzi 2FFSYRAYI @ ¢2 SyadzNE
G2YSY KIFE@S I Y2NB fSFRAYy3a NR{S w 2IKISNE S ISNERIYBS
{dzy R &8 S@SyAy3a Ylaa |3IAYy w 2KSNB ¢S | NB LINRdzZR
I RAGARS Ay (KS O2y3aINBIFIA2Yy w ¢2 y20 0SS I FNI AR
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Have women Deacons again to help withpagsB N] @ «w CSSf Ay 3 SljdzZ t Iy
are. Although we are different in our thoughts, minds, upbringing we all love God! And God loves us
001 dzyO2yRAGAZ2YlIffeéd w 2AG4K GKS [2NRQ&a 3IFdzZARIF yOS
(peode, parishioners) can see and have a moment of awakening to reject wrongdoings and be
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Immaculate Heart of Mary, Great Missenden

Process Used:
Small group discussions after weekend Masses

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

A sense of belongingA Church that goes back to the apostles and Jesus, worldwide, with a sense

of purpose and meaning providing time for reflection, a sense of belonging worldwide, being part of

a loving, Christian parish community feeling wanted ampp®rted knowing that help would be

there if needed. Community is critical with an obligation to support all. To be a Catholic means living

in a Christian way, to love and care for neighbours, giving purpose and meaning to life, having time

for reflection,shared faith and purpose, with a framework of moral guidelines around my family
relationships. It means everything to me as He loves me and everyone with a sense of structure for

my life. | feel safe in the love and help of God. Called to a higher sénserality; the mystery,

which might differ from the majority with a sense of the spiritual and embraced by the doctrine.

CKSNE A& | 0StAST Ay F2NHAQOSySaa FyR f20Ay3 2ySa
others and serve God at the dea of life. It is something you live during the day with the belief in

life after death, with Jesus coming into me and becoming part of me in the Eucharist. Catholicism
IAGSa | aiNRy3 FYyOK2NE AdQa LI NI ed&myrmamd myFS> | f
AYKSNARGEYOSE + 3IATEG YR AY Y@ 5b! o ¢KS /FiK2tAO
with 2000 years if continuity, with robust moral traditions, a steadying influence and it would be
RAFFAOAZA G G2 Y logfileBt$ wibateveKCGhazih | go tb dwith fanifiari®) with Mass

and the Sacraments especially on being pardoned, to give focus to my personal life and community.

It is comforting to have a formal organized means of worship, participating in Masses and

communicating with God. It would be difficult to live without it. Both my parents were Catholics, so
AGQa lfglea 0SSy GKSNBX L YAaaSR Al G O2ttS83S |
Church, it felt like | had come home. Having grown up irfélmer Yugoslavia it meant opposing

the Communist dictatorship. It means keeping the tradition. Vatican 1l changed my life when the
SOdzYSyAOlFt O2dzyOAf 2F o60AakKz2LlA OFYS (23a3SHKSNY» ¢KI
being a Catholic, other CRNDOK S & 2dza i R2y Qi NBaz2ylraS gA0K YSo L
with Christian values, to reach out to other Christian religions and try harder for reconciliation, to

engage more with young in schools, to have youth clubs which are not litoit€dtholics. Qla

2 KFd KIFI@S 0SSy GKS 22@&a YR RAFFAOMZ G6ASa 6SQ0S S
shown openness especially in his way with the young people. He, together with the deacons, are a

huge asset to our parishioners, they provaeeality check with realvorld experience and perhaps

a different perspective in terms of spirituality and connection with the church. In the past we were

blest with really beautiful liturgies for example watching before the Blessed Sacrament on Maundy
Thursday which was very heavenly. This splendour gives you connection to God. We think we need a
renaissance of beauty of services like this. | experienced joy when-@aitiolic brought me back to

Church, by reconciling religion and science for me. Mygt#ar stayed in the Church largely as a

result of another parishioner who encouraged her and enabled her to become a Eucharistic ministry.

The sight of 46 youngsters-{2) who used to come along to this parish every Friday after school for

RE classes;afiS I NAy 3  OKAfR (G2 KSNJ LI NBydGa aleiayas L Qf
the Catholic Church as too exclusive and tainted with financial scandals and immoralithoRre

Catholicism exists. The Church has confused too many peoplé®tegichings and moral

orthodoxy. It pains us that priests actasrdth OG F G2 NBR Ay LI NAakKSa yR (KS
from priest to priest. Covid has had a negative effect on our parish specially that our church is no

longer open in the daytimeSharing of priests is proving too difficult as well. We lost a lot in terms of
devotions to Our Lady, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary which we believe should be reinstated. A lot

of children are not going to Church anymore, so we need to do more or@hls What insights do

0KSaS NBGSIf L KIFIZS Y2YSyGa 2N gK2fS LISNA2Ra 27

7
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OSNIIAYy 2F Y& 0StASTa o0dzi LINBOAaSte o0SOFdzaS LQY
Its ok to have doubts. | am honoureddahumbled to have an intimate relationship with Jesus. |

have occasional moments of encouragement: very occasionally things happen that are difficult to

SELX FAY FyR dzyftalSte (2 KIFILWLSY |yR Ay GKS 02y (SE
them asencouragement. We need to pray and listen, to practice Jesus teaching, including visiting

the poor in spirit. It helps me to see the best in people not the worst, reminding us to love our

neighbour and be forgiving. It encourages me to develop the bestareof myself, whilst realising

GKFGO G0KS AYLISNFSOG YS Aa Sy2daAKe LUQA GKS 22dzNY S
love. Being a Christian gives a wider perspective. Community spirit is critical. It is difficult to meet

2 (0 KS NJ L¥pexthfibrS 6f deinga Catholic. | married a +@atholic in another church and felt |

always had to defend my faith. My children were baptised but did not go to Catholic school but the

/I FTOK2EtAO FFHAOGK Of FaasSa FT2N cckerydttddy 4G Lla Ay €I

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

The IHM Parish in Great Missenden is a little community of people where you can receive warm

welcome and express spirituality. You can find these manifest in many different ways like the
ALIANRGdAzE f A GKNRBAZAK (GKS YdzaAOX {+tQa OFNAy3 T2
thriving parish prayer group and it would be good to reinstate this. Here there is good access to

sacraments and strong lay participation. When | adiin Buckinghamshire, | did rounds of the local

churches. Then when | came here, | had a strong feeling of peace and serenity. For me it was the

closest thing to St. Edmund Campion that | could find. | feel part of the community, and this has

been particlarly noticeable over the past three years. In the past, nobody talked to me, now | come

down to coffee and socialise. | feel that the parish has done a great job in fostering inquiry and

openness, community activities, promoting communications and ssatain through the after

mass coffee morning and mince pies and carols evening during Christmas time. During the

LI YRSYAOS (GKS LINREAK KFayQd F2NH20GSy GKS LI NRaK
mass. Fr. Alessandro has done a lot td fhihgs together with the support of Keyna and Deacon

Peter. The livestreaming of mass has helped enormously in these challenging times and more
NBEOSydfes L FY 3INIOGSTFdzZ F2N GKS {SNBAOSa 27F (K
amazing tlat this small parish has produced 5 permanent deacons over the years. They help in many
ways like supporting the parish activities such as Parish Missions, Lighthouse, SVP and Emmaus
Houseg Acton Homeless Concern and of course, sharing Eucharist. Pénimpss brought about

by the strong foundation laid by the Sacred Hearts Fathers (SSCC). The religious spirit given to my
azy Ay (GKS LI ad Kra o6SSy 3aINBFraGfte | LIINBOAFGSRTI at
he will return. hopethepaiK ¢gAff O2yGAydzS GKS OKAfRNBYyQa fAdd
parish. In the past there was also a sense of hypocrisy where a relative was rejected because of

being divorced particularly in the light of recent events. Nevertheless, this is a paustunteers

GKAOK A& AGa adNBy3adgke ! tt/ GKFEG g2N)la G23SGKSN
national representation and guidance at times of national problems. Lastly, the universal church is

doing well as it provides leadership oniaternational stage, a voice on international affairs and a

unifying approach to global issues. While IHM has a thriving Catholic community, there are also

some challenges and difficult experiences.

w

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Theapproach of the Universal Church is anachronistic regarding the authority of clergy and curia and
enforces celibacy of clergy, while failing to acknowledge the role of women. It compels Mass
attendance, which takes away from what Catholicism offers. TlieoG@aChurch hierarchy is badly

out of touch with its people, with other Christian denominations and with the times. It assumes to
itself a right of overly filtering the Gospel message. Being a Christian has a wider perspective than is
presented by the @rarchy. The Church is perceived to be too exclusive. It has lost a lot and we need
to get back to devotions to Our Lady, Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. Confirmation at 11 presents
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difficulties with youth being far too young. On a parish level there beayo activities for young

2ySa YR y2 LINPGAAAZ2Y F2NJ @2dziK FyR GK2aS LlRadi
church anymore. The congregation is getting older, albeit still strong and Covid has had a massive
negative effect on this aggroup. Within communities we could be more welcoming and accepting

to other Christian groups. Diocesan leadership is present but not seen as very relevant, seemingly
only passing on dictats from the curia. The perception is also that the universal Choteti®

wrong-doers and needs humility for wrordping. Abuse has made the Church a mockery and there

was great anger at letting the prime minister get married in Westminster Cathedral and not
NBalLR2yRAYy3a G2 flAdeQa O2y alingascondpavitNdRangal, G KAad ¢
AYY2NIEAGE FYR FAYIFIYOAILT YAaAYFYyF3aASYSyiadod ¢KAa YI |
non-Catholics. Too many people have been confused over its teachings and moral orthodoxy.

However it has successfully iet®d some of the worst excesses of modern life. The Church needs to

see beyond canon law which inhibits the law of love. The Church needs to stand up to evils in society

like abortion. On the other hand, ptGhoice Catholicism exists. It is quite hardhare a priest and

some priests are mini dictators in some parishes and there is a lack of consistency from priest to

priest. There are difficulties with some priests. The perception of some groups in the laity presented
difficulties with particular priest, with elements seeking to break things apart. That being said there

should be more lay participation with training for the laity.

)¢

Q)¢

What are your dreams for the church?:

We desire a broad Church with more priests, with married priests, as former Angtieats are

allowed to continue to be married. A greater role for women, beginning with women deacons, then
women to be included at the upper level and a universal Church where any appropriate person can
be a priest, bishop or Pope. Our dream would beaf@hurch that represents and includes all ages
and genders, with no restrictions to-rearriage and the blessing of gay marriages. We recognise the
need for Canon law to be relevant to the twenty first century. Our hope would be for a Universal
Church whee the goodness and wisdom of the hierarchy is recognised on the international scene,
where authority of leadership is justified by wisdom and love, which relates to the laity and not just
scholarship; a Church which includes two important traits: GraceFaithfulness. We look for a
Church where there is a feeling of the spirit moving in the congregation. Our vision is of a Universal
Church where sacraments are relevant to the laity and a source of blessing, truly exemplifying
goodness, truth and beautkeeping at its heart what Jesus would say and do, with conversion in the
heart of the listener. We seek a Church that is inclusive, especially to those currently denied the
sacraments, with the introduction of RCIA for romradle Catholics. We recognisestheed for a
welcoming community which is inclusive. The joy of worship should be evident as we build an active
community, developing the social aspect of the Church. The community should be able to join in
services, receive sacraments and offer theiriaegd. A priority should be to involve youngsters and

G2 asSS| ¢lea G2 6St02YS LIS2LX S Ay GKSANI HnQa | YR
Rosary, First Fridays and consider whether we confer sacraments too early and consider
confirmation ofchildren at 16. The role of the diocese should include parochial development and
represent the Church in the media. The diocese would increasingly provide more training and
formation for the laity and endeavour to make the Church more relevant, bringingpischools to

show its relevance to their future. There should be more support for the clergy, with home visits
from the priest available and more accessibility of the priest, with the disclosure of their mobile
phone number and email address. We desirat all Christian churches be united from the top

down with the unification of all Christian churches.
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Our Lady Immaculate and St Ethelberts

Process Used:

Announced to Parish at mass Forms with 4 questions left for parishioners to complete anitlisubm
box provided in church Formal session advertised and held mid January (appsoxai@ndees) All
responses are supplied via following notes

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

COMMON THEMES: 1. The Belief in the Word of God and the EtictzarAcceptance of the

Teachings of Jesus 3. Belonging to a Community of likeminded people 4. Strong Faith in God 5.

{FONYYSY(lltf hoaSNBIyOS co tI NI 2F | | yYAGSNAEIT [/ K

precepts/teachings of the church with Christthe Head of the Church and we the lay people who

make up the church. Attending Sunday mass and on days of obligations. Going to regular confession.

¢SHOK 2dzNJ OKAf RNBY |YyR AYLI NI (G2 GKSY GSIFOKAy3a

Jesdd / KNARAG Fa 2dz2NJ [ 2NR FYyR { I @A2dz2NJ K2 RASa 2y

when we recite the | Believe at mass. To read the word of God: Seek his face and read his book (To

seek the face of Jesus Christ and read the word ofGldue Bble). To believe in the salvation story.

w .SAy3I I /IFTGK2TfA0 F2NIYS A& G2 6S LINIL 2F | 02Y

YIda k az2y3ciw?2 'KPHNI PEYRIAFSYlFaasx 1 2t& | 2dz2NE w2al

have someone/somewdNBE (12 32 (2 6KSYy @e2dz KI @S LINRofSvyax 7

a Catholic, the church which was instituted by Jesus Christ. Following the footsteps of Jesus Christ. It

Ad dzyAGSNREIFf® w LG YSFya GKIF G semyfathunder@d€AiAt R 2F D2

JdzZA RFyOS 2F GKS t2LS FyR ff GKS SYGANB . A&aK2LAZ
a

Fy YOol&adalrR2NI 2F / KNRAaAld w ¢2 F2ff26 (GKS 71 I ONJ Y
life worthy of goingtoheavem ¢ 2 o6S | /T GK2t A0 A& (G2 NBYIFAY Tl A
GKSY 6SQNB F2Ay3a GKNRBAAK RAFFAOMzZ G GAYSEA 6KSYy 68
O2yySOGSR a I FlLYAfe w 2F@& 2F ftAFS FyR 6SAy3 LI
comv2y o0StAST w 2Fe& G2 ftAGS | tAFS G2 3I2 G2 KSI @S
RAFFSNBY(l w [AGS + 3A22R tATFTS Ay 2N 2dzi 2F OKdzNDK
a22y w L FSSt L KIFIGS OKEgISZSK’RSYP2RAXY V¥ RREHNY SRA
GKS gF@& D2R ¢glyida dza (2 w ¢2 KFE@S FIAGK Ay D2R «
ALINBIFR D2RQ& 62NR |yR FdZf FAf KAad YA&aadA2Y w ¢2 f 2
end

02 YYl yRYSy tunblecauselestshose the simple / humble and follow up to the

FYR y20 oNBF{|1 GKS NBfFrGA2yaKAL gAUGK D2R w L 0 A
D2RQ& YAdaaAzy (2 EALINBIR (KS 2 2NR® mas? Bacticings LINI O
LIN} 8 SNES NBFRAY3I GKS . A0fSsT (G2 LN} OGAOS J22R Y2N
truly belong in this massive community. It makes me a part of them and also shows | am a part of the
f2y3 NRBFR k LI 0KYdi2w Styadi SN§ DI2 RIQlal atyda®R 202 YS YSIy
Earth. When God sent Jesus down to earth to take away our sins so that we may have a free and

K2fe tATFTS 2y O9FNIK Aa G(GKS LldzNL}2asS 6Ke L LY |/}
YR G2 F2ft26 GKS (GSIOKAy3a FyR Y2NIfa a4FAR 0@ W
D2R w ¢2 0SS o6FLWAASR YR FG§GSYR OKdzZNOK w [/ 2YYdzyA
FIAGK Ay D2R w [/ St SoNY uM%gt’onﬁriﬂapaf(eﬁwfo@lﬁ@lfCanmﬂeau w aeé
Ye ftAFS RIFIAf&@ w C20dzaSa Yeé FIFAGK YR A& I NBYAYR
K2g L akKzdzZ R | O |c;{f|§|<msﬁ Ag 292 2% A T & Sw NBflofRer fwe / 2 Y Y

family thatyougrows A G K A LIANA Gdzl f £ @ w t SNBR2YIFf 3INRSGK Ay ¥
grateful to be born a cradle catholic because | am very proud of my catholic faith. It is a true religion

F2dzy RSR 6@ hdzNJ [ 2 NR WS&dza SNBNAFE2ING Yo LA yF SS34 S NBNPsdzR
FSSt LJN\BdIV? GKFG L 6Sft2y3a (G2 GKS OKdzZNOK F2dzyRSR 6
aldAtf KAY1l 2F 2dzNJ FIAGK & F LINAGFGS YIGGSNI | YR
withgenuinestSNJ\[iéZ | SN L Y [2NRX L 0O02YS (2 R2 . 2dzN\

gKFG KS Aa aleéAy3a G2 dao 'Y L ftAQAYy3I dzlJz GKAA RI
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how we are so blessed to have the true faitthe sacraments anche Mass. Can we share this faith

GAGK 20KSNBK w .SAy3 | /FiK2tA0 F2NI YS A& (2 08
RAZNAY 3 LINF @SN Kk YIcii®2 KSaANyJ doy RII 82 lad aAT KRTI® K2 dzl
good deeds, to be someones@w KSNBE (2 32 (2 6KSYy e2dz KI @S LJNB()f
t NBdzR G2 0SS I OFiK2ftAO (KS OKdzZNOK gKAOK gl a Ayali
WSadza / KNAAG w ¢KS OKdzZNOK Aa dzyA @S NakofncreaseL i Y S| y

my faith under the guidance of the Pope all his entire Bishops, Priests and all other members of the
OKdZNDK ® ¢2 0SS |y |YolaalrR2NI 2F /KNXAaAld w ¢2 F2ff
OKdzNODK w LG YSI y érsalifamilyoSdve afidunderdtandirig $residgdiugdn by his

Il 2f AySaa GKS t 2L3S CNJyO)\é Ay w2YS w [20S w CI YAf
D2RQa LINBaSydDE! INWy’RIdUEuaKfE\EISSNﬁZEb )\S?\@fl@ﬂ@tﬂ OKRX$ Rw

AY Yé FlLAGKEZ uNJRAuAEVIt SikK2a w a$S Fta I [/ FGK2ftA
® 9YONIOAYI (GKS 62NR 2F D2R FyR 6KSySOSNI y30O8aal
Eucharist of God and growing by adoptingthe sdcgay 14 w {AY 2F LINARS Ay 0SA

having the richness of my beliefs and my ability to deal with daily tasks together with our God

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

COMMON THEMES: 1. Observance of mass and sacraments 2. Gukus#l dut together in one

faith and belief 3. Parishioner Involvement 4. Charitable support 5. When we pray together but also
A20ALEAAS & | O2YYdzyAileée c® {dzLJI2 NI F2N G6KS OF (K
conducting regular / weekligriday Holy Hour services (1st Friday of the month). We are indeed

LINAGAE SISTR a GKSNBE INB 2GKSNJ LI NARaKSa gK2 | NB
Reconciliation in our parish is held on a regular basis. This is not being done in stblee$and we

FNE o6fSaasSR (2 KIFI@S (GKS 2LIRNIdzyAde G2 32 FT2N NB
I 2YFANNI GAZ2Yykw/ L! OflFaaSakLINRBINFYYSa INB 0SAy3a C
KSflLla (KS OKdzZNOK O2YYdzy Al e afreduladbadsdndour@arishiwitdi A & Ya
the appropriate guidelines givento parentsanddal NBy §a® w 2SS GKIFy]l 2dzNJ t ||
for placing an additional service at a short notice for all Souls Day (in 2021) in the evening, which
enabledthosewh] Ay3a (2 FGGSYyR (KS S@SyAy3a ASNIDAOSD w 2 ¢
FOO2YY2RIFGAY3a 2dzNJ NBIljdzSaid F2NJF aK2NI 1 2ft& | 2dzNJ
hectic week for services on 31st Dec/1st Jan & 2nd Jan, alongside the blessing regé¢ihed b

LI NAAKA2YSNB ¢gAGK GKS . ftS3aaSR {FONIYSyid 2y bSs

ADPSd BAYOLFIO66S / K2ANE D2Fy [/ K2ANE 6KSy LIS2LX S &LJS

I KENRGE 62N)] /I GK2f AOa RgCathdictdbeldng fnever betalote h LISY y S &

GAGKAY (GKS 62NIR w [FAGe LINIAOALI GAZY AYy GKS [ A

[FAGE 3INRdzLIA Ay GKS OKdINODK w ¢KS Ay@2ft @SySyid 27
|

makes theOK dzZNOK 6S02YS | 'y)\QSNIaIf /| KdZNOK w ¢KS ARSI

t N} A4S 9 22NBKALI @ / KdzZNOK t I NHIAOALI GA2Y w 5A@BSNE

outside barbecue. This was very successful because of the organiJatioets were made and we

N} A4SR Y2ySéd C22R 9 5NAYyla 6SNBE a2NISR FyR S@SN

AaA01 w S5AOSNBAGE 2F Od#f GdZNBa yR RAFFSNByYy(d 3INRdzL

RAFFSNBY G fy3dzBASEYR SNFAFLBMBYENFADALIRGAYT Ay (K
f

I RSTAYSR FAYIYOAIlIf 0d2NRSYy 2y lyeéz2yS w 9l dz LI N
02YS (2 OKdzZNDK L FSSf KILILE L LN} @& | yhurchil £1 G2 C
Ffgl &a KIa u}\Yé G2 Grtl d2 YS w ¢KS Ylaa Aa |fgl

9PSNE 2yS Ay G(G(KS OKdzNDK OFly 3ISi Ay@2t SR w . SAy?:3
LINASaGa +a ¢ Sf f Fa WShAYR QaSOBYOKAyaAAl i 8 NKISIS NAE 2128
beauty of the music / choir helps us the congregation to help participate within the mass as well as

making the worship of God more joyful and alive. Additionally, the decorations add to the point of
massbd y3 228 FdzZ YR FfAPBSd w b2 2yfeé GKHsiT GKS Y3
GNYzE @ AYyAaLIANRY3I FFAOESNI FILOAYy3a £t (GKS KIFNRAKALBA |
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readings of the old and new testaments and the holy gosipeliss me understand the journey that |
aK2dzZ R F2f{f26d w CSaldAgdrta Ay (KS OKdIZNOK w ¢KS /
smoothly and make everyone feel involved and that they feel comfortable during the time in the
OKdZNDK® w FNE K@AS28RBRzZID 5ANBOGAZ2Y y2¢ IADBSY 0o
L2aA0ADBS YR NBYAYRSNI 2F K2¢ L aK2dzZ R 0SKI@ZS w {
O021LIS w {FONXYSyidlf 20aSNIBIFIyO0OS w t I NREgoving NAy3 2d
LI NOGDAOALI GA2Y YR O2tflF 02N GA2Y w !'ff GKS | OGADA
ALANRGODzZE ff 8P w ¢KS / KdzZNODK NBFOKAYy3a 2dzi (2 G§KS yS
that invite us to think about how we canapplydh 2 2 NR 2F D2R Ay 2dzNJ RIFAf & f
O2dz R O02YS (23SGKSNJ (2 aAKINB 2dzNJ 6 K2dAKGAa | 062 dzi
of appreciating others cultures, i.e. Zimbabwe Choir, Goan Choir, when people speak in their own
language itlJNJ @ SNJ RdzNAY 3 Yl ad w /KFENARGE g2N] /I GK2tAO
G2 0St2y3 k ySOSNI oS Ft2yS gAIGKAY GKS g2NIR w ¢
LI NAAKAZ2YSNE o C2NXI GA2Yy 2 involvéntent §f thd parshicRedsRadzLJd A Y
participate in differenttypegw LG YI 1S&8 GKS OKdzZNOK 6S02YS | ! yAQ
a&F ONJ YSy(Ga 2F (KS OKdzZNOK w /FF2RX /Iyl2ys ¢KS K2
Catholic Church and many othiastitutions as living examples of the way the Church is doing many
GKAy3a ¢Sttt w DAGAY3I o0l O1 a0Kz22fa S0 w | 2fASN a
K2afé O02YYdzyA2y k LI NGAOALI GA2Y Ay w/thd w ¢KS LINXR
N} RAGA2YyEd w a2@S (2 I RSSLISNI g 06Siicedmec@lg LI | y I G A
KS aAy3aAy3d w ¢KS SRdzOFI GA2y 2F OKAfRNBY | yR (KSA
FGSOKAAY w 9YONI OAy3 LIS 2itiek aS pafk dofEn& churdh bein@mizf (i dzNB a |
AFFSNBYUI w Ly@2t@SYSyid 2F tle& LIS2LXS Ay |ttt NBf
1TAffa YR GNBAY3 (G2 3AINRG GKS OKdIzZNODK O2YYdzyAideé «
aFONJ YSYy(a ayAKFRENAIGKR2&SIANVEG a FT2Nldzyl 4SS 9 y2i
K2fR 2y (2 Ala OFfdzSa ANNBALSOGADBS 2F 6KSUGKSNI (K
people in difficult times offering solace in the word of God and the knowled@ondfbeing

omnipresent and with us at all times

w

e

a
K

Q)¢ T« O( [N antN

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

COMMON THEMES: 1. Respectfulness of the church and its doctrine 2. Churches rules on marriage,
divorce, abortion and LBGT not explained or keeping up witleldpment of society 3. More

freedom for Clergy and Women Priests 4. Not supportive enough when scandal has hit church 5.

Rules of church seem old fashioned and not reflective of modern life 6. Administration of

aF ONJ YSy G f LINB LI NbnériwBoyvishes tp jSirty bbexdnde Wart bf the letidr & K A

team must have received the sacrament of Confirmation, after which the person becomes a full

fledged member of the Catholic Church (completing the sacraments of Initiation). We have noticed

that there arecandidates who have not yet received Confirmation and who are readers. This should

0S GF1Sy Ayili2 O2yaARSNIGAZ2Y 6KSYy LINBLI NRAYy3I GKS N
above is because all lectors must attend the training programme (as peetfuirement of the

Parish). This training is conducted by the Diocese of Northampton. This training is very informative

and enriching, which enables the lector understand the Liturgical Church cycle as well as providing
information on other aspectsonreadid (G KS [ AGdz2NHé 2F GKS 22NR® w 5NJ
Y20AO0OSR G4 GKS / KNRAadYlLa 90S YR bSg |, SINRa 90S
and the other a short dress. We believe that reverence should be given whilst reading thefword o
God. The Lector should be dressed appropriately with shoulders covered and dresses below the
1ySSo® w 2SS KIS y20A0SR (KId NBOSyid [SOG2NAR a
t NEANI YYSP w !'3S F2NI/ 2y FANYI GHARRigsttdinsigtthas® I (1 Sa Y
enrolling for Confirmation for the next batch should have completed / turned 13 years of age or
above. i.e. the child should not be 12 years of age turning 13 during the course of the Confirmation
Classes. The reason being theRhila K2 dz2f R 6S YIF G dzNB Sy 2dzZakK (2 dzy RSN

St
2

) (N
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Attendance: Confirmation / RCIA Classes: We shall be grateful if our Parish Priest (Fr Francis) makes

an Announcement stressing the importance of attendance at the Confirmation / RCIA chespes.

the schedule that was distributed at the onset of the Programme. The reason being a lot of

LINBLI N GA2y> GAYS FyR STFF2NI Aa aLsSyd G2 YI1S (K

Communion: Due to the Covid situation Holy Communion vlsgow received on the palm of our

hands, an announcement should be made that Holy Communion must be consumed immediately in

the presence of the priest / Eucharistic minister. Holy Communion should not be taken to the pew to

be consumed as this happesi 2 § KSNJ LI NAAKS&ad w {SIFiAy3a FT2N [ SO

suggestion for those who are serving as Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers at any of the services

should be seated in the first bench of the church and this should be reserved for thisspuifitey

aK2dzZ R y20 0S a4SIFGSR St a4SoKSNBP® w /K2t A0 Nz Sa

6¢2 NBO23ayAaS (GKIFIG Ay a2YS AyalulyoOoSa Al akKz2dzZ R o

when you might want to marry someone of dfdrent religion its not allowed in the Catholic church.

w {0 9GKStoSNIay ¢KS OKdzZNOK AayQi 2Ly Fa YdzOK 2

the elderly community and young community (I gre up within this church since birth and had

foloweR Y& DNI YRYIF Ay € SFENYAYy3I k LI NIHAOALI GAYy3A Ay

LIS2 L S RdZNAYy3I Y& GAYS K2 22AYySR FdzyOilAzya GKI G

0SAY3 LINIG 2F GKS St RSNI & OnhiveYaadve m@epaoplg@hbB KA LIZ A

GSNB AAYATINIAY 13S0d w 2KSy LIS2 LIGfecdtBisislzLd 2y (G KS

RAANBALISOGTFdzZ &aAyOS YIaa KlFa 060S3dzyd w L KFER 2LILR

younger although | had no part the Altar servers, choir etc. Fr Paddy gave me the opportunity to

do something that was normally done by the inside catholic commuyiityyish more opportunities

GSNBE IABSYy tA1S GKIGDP w a2NB . A0fS {1y2mdéfSRIS 27

GKS /FTGK2TAO0 FILAGKD® b20 YdzOK RSGFAfT IAOBSY RdzNRA Yy 3

youth, Youth are running away to Pentecostal churches because seems more involvement and

Sye22eyYSyild w D2 !f2y3 gAlK (KKS &ZZNﬁﬁI-MRIWcEYSIéy 0§

YI1S SNNENE i’JKI G 6S tSINYy (2 F2NHADS w t S2LX S §

t NASada KIFIgS 0SSy RAalGlyd w {dGFryR 2y YIFNNARFIS |
u

AS
N
y

a

utilising the full skills o¥ SY6 SNBE w a2NB (A YS YSSRSR ¥2NJ LINRK S

a
AOKAT2LIKNBYAI @ L FY b YSydrt KSHEGK LIGASYd Ay
61L& Ly FRRAOG FYR y26 Kk yheNBad@sPehdibo fast armdivgbeg NJ RA & 0 NI
dzyl 68 (2 F2{t26 w ahAy2NJ RAAGNI OGA2ya adOK & NE
NEFRAY3I GKSNBF2NB It 3ISGGAY3I t28G FyR f2aAy3 LI
wSOSAPGAY3 620K 02Re& k 0f 225 20K dzNEONR &l Kt FoNIICASCEA LAY (E
F2NX¥a G2 SyiSNI O2yFANNIGAZ2Y w aAy2NJ RAAGNI OGA2ya
20KSNE® ,2dz Oy FS88t f2al( 2NJ O2yFdaASR B6KAEtS LINI @
publicly manage regg0dza & A2y a 2F ¢gKSY GKS OKdzZNOK Kl a o6SSy f
OKdzZNOK Kl a y2a (SLX dzLJ +a ljdzAaoO1te 6A0K GKAA OKI Yy
had issues that conflict with church doctrine (e.g. divorce, LGBT, Defence oftliosgd SR0 w ¢ K S NJ
FNB fAYAGSR ydzYoSNJ 2F LIS2LX S 6AftAy3I (2 KSEL IyR
NEO2YyOAtAFGAZYO Fa F 3INBdL) KF 98 y20 088y 6Stt I
3SG G23SUKSNI Fa | Lithwdhane gadovenhie soiNEhaving / listasag NE £/
Gl NA2da (2LIAO&a® {2YS LIS2LX S aLSYyR | t2G 2F GAYS
KIS y2iG SyO2dzyi SNBR lye yS3riragdsS SELSNASyOSa A

shouldreact2 dzli (G2 GKS @2dzy3z (GKS @2dzikK IyR AYLI NI G2
should be more Bible study especially when young children are preparing to make first Holy

I 2YYdzy A2y ®d w ¢KS @2dzy3 aK2dzZ R 0S5 &réadialuittiodd. G I dzZ3 K i
w ¢KFIyYyl] D2R (GKS RIFIeda 2F aASN¥2ya oOoONBIOGKAYy3 2dzi KS
D2RQa [ 20S0 wgmyexpelighE FISKNFRABY T FlL ATt AYy3I G2 yagsSt
prior to confirmation. | can still remembéhe question but cannot remember being confirmed

4dzOK 61 &4 GKS NBEAST w 'a Iy y 2N ¢ @8SINI2ftRX L K
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O2dzf Ry Qii GStf Y& LINByiGa YR YySOSNI RARD w /| GK2f
YENNRF3IS o0dG2 NBO23IyAasS GKIFEG Ay az2yYy$8S AyaidlyoOoSa Al
YENNREF3IS Y gKSy @2dz YAIKEG 6l yd G2 YINNEB a2YS2yS
OIFi K2t A0 OKdzZNDK w { ¢ 9 tdmen{initylmdehe Young cotnmifniyli. 2 F G KS

grew up within this church since birth and had followed my Grandma in learning / participating in

0KS OKdzZNOKQa | OGAQPGAGASaAd ¢KSNB gl ayQi lye @&2dz/3S
took place inthech®@K ® ! f {1 K2dzZAK L RARY QG YAYR o0SAy3 LI NI 2
g2dz R KI @S 0SSy yAOS (2 KI@S Y2NB LIS2LX S 6K2 5SN
FEGFN 6KSY Yl aa KlFa 2dzad adl NISR® adoppdtditytoh & A& R
light the advent candle when | was younger although | had no part of the altar servers, choir etc. Fr

Paddy gave me the opportunity to do something that was normally done by the inside catholic

community¢ | wish more opportunities were\g@Sy t A1S OGKIFIG® w a2NB . Ao6f S
Ongoing teaching of the catechism of the catholic faith. Not much detail given during confirmation
aSaairzya w az2NB Ay@g2f gSYSyid 2F GKS |, 2dziK | & & 2dz
because seem¥ 2 NB Ay @2t @SYSyid IyR Sy22eYSyild w D2 |f2y3
0KS @2dziK w 2SS IINB KdzYty oSAy3a a2 ¢S YI1S SNNEN
Fye w tNBOGA2dzate fSaa 2F I O2YYdzyAliN) @ CEIYNIAA R 2D
0SAY3 YIFAY LINI 2F aSN¥z2y AyadadSIR 2F (KS t20S 27
NBalLl2yR (2 ONRGAOAAY YSIyAy3a GKFG AG FLIWSEFENER | a
marriage with people of other faithsrmo faith is difficult for many to understand when they are

FA1L SR (G2 LINIAOALI GS Ay LINBLINIG2NE GNIAYAYy3 w h
4L21Sy 2dzi adzFFAOASYyi(ftée w LYy SELX I AYkose8whaKS / K dzN
the view of the church is. This makes is impossible for priests or relevant people to offer anything
20KSN) GKIFY GKSANI 2LIAYA2Y O06KAOK YI & 0SS O2yFt A0GA
everyone to be aware of their Catholic duty buidls taught once during childhood in catechism.

These elements of Catechistic learning should be reminded to all Catholics on a regular basis. This
helps with education of children and an understanding of what catholic practice and belief principles
shouR 6S® w ¢KS OKdzZNOK KFa 6SSy @SNE ljdASi 2y GK
aGFryYR YR SELX LAY 6KFG yR ¢6Ké GKAA&A A& y2id o0SA
female organisers than male which is making it harder for men tdgpate in events, themes or

LIN} OGAOSa 6KAOK KIFI @S 06SSy RS@GSEt2LISR Ay | Y2NB FS
society seems to have disappeared as the church has little influence in matters of daily life struggles

and opinions are divergingdm church belief without knowing what the church policy is.

What are your dreams for the church?:

COMMON THEMES: 1. Embrace modern technology and support for Catholics online 2.

Modernisation of approach and make church attractive to both existing awdpeople 3. More

LI NOHAOALI GA2Y 2F 62YSYy Ay [ KdZNOKQa 2NHIyAal A2y
platform 5. That as Catholics we can bring together everyone for a greater good 6. To have the

church as a safe and warm place foranyone ofe O2 YFT2 NIl 6f S Ay «k 6A0K w ¢
be updated with pictures / photographs of special events that take place in the church viz Easter /
Christmas / New Year / First Holy Communion / Baptism / Confirmation / Ash Wednesday / Good

Friday. This W enable others to view the events that take place at our parish o E.g. No of children

. FLWGAEASR kK b2 2F [/ KAftRNBY [/ 2yFANYVSR w , 2dz0iK aAyA
L F OSK LF¥ y2i4x Oly (GKAA 0S ANAWNAIGKERKt WNAARKTISSPS
Anniversary Mass: We propose a Sunday each month to be dedicated to all married couples

celebrating their wedding anniversary in that particular month. This can be done for all the masses

on that particular Sunday, allowir@2 dzLJ Sa G2 FFGGiSyR GKS ¢d k ™M cYon °
/traasay /Iy GKS LI NARAK FNNIy3aS F2NI I NRB2Y G2 O¢2
Ministers: We propose that the Parish Priest should implement a fixed tenure for a Eucharisti

Minister for a period of 3/5/6 years thereby giving an opportunity to other parishioners who wish to
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22AY (GKA& YAYAAUNRB® w / KdZNOK alAyadSylryoOoSy 2Kz RZ
very sad to see that a beautiful old church like St EtheS NI Q& KIF & y234 0o S Sy Yl Ayl
f20SR 20SNJ GKS &8SIFNE® 2SS K2LIS (G2 aSS | 0S|I dzi A Fd
to state the pews, benches, kneelers, carpet, flooring, heating, walls peeling etc are in a very poor
conditionand we look forward to receive support from the Diocese of Northampton to restore and
NBFdzNDA &K (KS LI NR & KOrdngtor{AppoidtraekitdfanSssldvdratdrisw al aa |/
suggested to oversee the entire mass functionality, i.e presencdarf fdrvers, lectors, bell ringers,

9dzOKIF NAAGAO YAYAAaUSNAD® w 9dzOKIFNARAGAO aAyAaidSNI ¢N
Eucharistic Ministry should attend the training programme conducted by the Diocese of

b2NIKFYLIi 2y ® w a 20NR0 take plavedig.shiiréh gatrdayhgs ok food, games,

20KSN) Fdzy S@OSyiliad w az2NB AylLlzi (G2 KStL) {f2daAK 02
LINBaSyida F2N) 0KS K2YSfSaad w [Saa aSaNBIFGA2Yy 068
suppdNIi RdzZNA Yy 3 IANRSTF F2NI FIFYAf&@ YSYOSNE AYYSRALFGSE
GFr1{Ay3 az2ysS tSFRAy3a NR{tS Ay i [AOdzNJEIeZ Sdad CS
YR (SOKy2ft238 w Ly@g2f @3S OKA{ RNEZYBRNR A®Swi&ESRE |
O2YYdzyAlle G2 0S Ay@2f SR w /2YYdzyAle Ay@2ft adSYSyi
G2N] YR a0K22f Tdzy w ae RNBFYa F2N) 6KS OKdzZNOK A
feel safe and expand our commumWe will have more church gatherings and events so that we

R
Z

Oly $2NEKAL)I 023SGKSNJ Fa 2yS w 22YSYy tNAS&adla w L
KSftLI Ay OKdzZNOK Fa YdzOK a4 L OFly w L g2dflIR tA1S
Oty (2 KStL) 2dzi Ay OKdzZNDK w C2NJ GKSNB (2 065 Y2NB
Of 2aSNJ (i2 D2R w ¢KIG Fft 28S¢6a o0StASGS Ay WwWSadza |

and dreams for the future is to have more participatioarh all, the youth as well as the adults. For
example, this could mean a youth group to help deepen our faith in God and inspire us to become
better people in society today. Also | believe that building itself could brighten up meaning that the
walls couldbe painted / replastered statues cleaned and making use of all items in the church to
YI1S aSNBAy3 D2R Y2NB 0S8 dzii A T dzf dlecavate{theldtiBrehRok y 3 D 2 R
@8SIFENER G2 02YS gA0GK D2RQa&a . f Saad yCRaNJ oy 2DAI0 ALYSR LA A
2aSNJ 02 D2R IYyR Llzi GKSANJ GNHzaG Ay KAY FyR 0Sf
S @2dziK G2 LINIAOALIGS Ay (2 3ISG GKSY Y2NB Ay(/
FGAYy3 (2 o0WYaINBKS SR Gwdzb & 00F SFYSR yR 221 ySs
NREy3d aSyasS 2F o6St2y3Ay3ad w ¢KS OKdIzZNOK Kl a | YdzC
w ¢KS OKdzZNODK KIF& I 0SGGSNI LINBaSyOS ihgMdodrifeh & ¢ 2 NI R
and church policies. Our Bishop was instrumental in explaining some issues which is exactly what all
OKdzZNDOK YSYO6SNER akKz2dZ R (y26 yR 0S5 ¢Todo@inud® SELIX | A
ANRBg 020K & I O2YY dayQuiiRarish WeRall heedNdigat dviolvdld ankl Beyp w C
GF1S LI NI Ay 0dzAf RAY 3¢ TRatiNday groNAnd Be stiong. That GuStalta | €/ Kd
YFre A0NBy3aGKSYy SIFOK 20KSNJ w a& RNBIFIY FT2N 6KS OKd
acknowledg that our catholic religion is the only one and the only true religion founded by Jesus
/| KNAAG® w a& RNBFY A& GKFG 2yS RIFe GKSNB gAff 08
NEOSAQGS G(KS OFff F2N) LINASALUK?2 2adpeople afdll walkelsft ¥ 3 KI
tAFS Attt 0S dzyRSNI 2yS NB2F: A®S® GKS /FGK2tAO /
S S 2@3 2yS Iy20KSNJ w [20S SIOK2GKSN) 6@ 2dzNJ
dzy AGSR I & (K $Shatwe Begoma Ews#olé(dkbﬁuraumty of worship rather than
individualsg S I NB F FGSNI Fff GKS LIS2LX S 2F D2R® w az2NB
OKdzZNOK Il GKSNAy3Ia F2NJ F22RX 3FYSasxs 20KSNI Fdzy SOS
moNB GKAy3a fA1S GKS IAGAY3I GNBS LINBaSyida F2N (K¢
O2YYdzyAle Ay (GUKS OKdzZNODK w Y2NB adzlJl2 NI RdzZNAy 3 3N
LISNE2Y KIFIa LI aaSRd w ¢2 &SS adyby feddepriesftA a2YS S
NEJSNBYR w D2 gAUK Y2RSNYy OKIFIy3aSa yR (SOKyz2f238
OKdzZNDOK 2F G(G(2Y2NNRBg w 2SS /IiK2ftA0a INB Ay@SaiSR o
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beliefs and | think we are too shypwadays to proclaim our faith and to defend it against people

K2 R2 y2i0 0StAS@®S GKS aryvyS gle a S R2d® 2S Ydz
2Nl a YR (KS / KdzZNOKQ&a G222 w ¢2 0SS +Fy ItOGABS LI
GKS SELISYy&aS 2F (NI RAGA2Y Qdifferenacltidss cany togitifek 1 @ RS OS
OLINI @8SNJ YSSUAYTagRWA Odend Sy I (ABRRA 100G dzMBSB dw 2 SRRAY 3
9YSNHA&S Y2NB LIS2LX S (G2 OAa&A hecahurthYodMBadsS YSYy G 2F C
G§SOKy2t238 FtyR ONBIGS I aA3yAFAOIY(G 2yt AyS LINBaS
R20dzySyida SELXIAYyAy3ad GKS OKdNDKQa @ASs 2y SOSNER
Abortion is straightforward to explaindai @A S¢ 2y YINNAF3IS k RAG2NDOS A3
church to be open in all areas embracing how people live and understanding how diversity can be
adzLILI2 NI SR S@Sy AT y2i LINIG 2F (GKS SGK2a i2¥T (KS
early life, to find an ongoing relationship with Catholicism as they start out in life and witness each of

the hurdles towards happiness that they encounter and for the church to be there to support at all
GAYSa w ¢KS / KdzZNDK agfeRet iRelf do$he test dfzhgvibddMhdiny K2 ¢ A
LI NI A Odzf F NJ 2 (GK2aS8S K2 NB 0SAy3a LISNESOdziSR F2N
actively market itself in order to promote faith and attract new people. The figureheads in the
churchshould S F O1y2¢f SRISR a ¢g2NIR fSIFIRSNAE |yR KI @S
the sacraments, the Word of God and the doctrine of the church must be sufficiently transparent so

that there is less room for criticism from those wishing to knock the d¢hurc

o
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Church of the Sacred Heart, Flitwick

Process Used:

Approach 1. PPC conversation 2. Small subgroup formed 3. Briefing and appeal for inputs at all

Masses 4. Pamphlet prepared and issued at all Masses and copies made available in the Church 5.
Informath 2y LINAYGSR Ay (GKS 6SS{1te odZ t SGAY tIFNRAKAZ2Y
DropAy &aSaairzy |G (GKS OKdzZNOK 6KSNB @GASga 6SNB akKl !l
w ! LK2YS ftAYS 41 & LINE JA R Srespoins to dibcds8 wals gisd offer€dS Ro | O
Responses 1. Two Focus Groups were formed at theiidrepssion and good conversations and

input received 2. We got ten email submissions 3. The phone line was used only once 4. Feedback

themes from recent parish conkgations were also considered and included Questions 1. An

independent group was appointed in Southwark to gather this informatiamy was this not done

in all dioceses?

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

| Belong 1.Community parish and worldwide Being part of the worldwide church, Mass wherever

you go, included wherever you are Active member of the Body of Christ, the church in the
O2YYdzyAliez dzaAy3a Yeé 3IAFha ¥F2N DchBudingsgpbtenhde D22 R/
to be more than a place for Mass, a place of welcome, part of the community 2. Connected/ Identity

It means to belong Whole life part of the Catholic Church Can take Church for granted having been

brought up in the faith Rules argdructure to guide and live up to Shared values 3. Faith To be sure

2F D2RQ& LINRPYAA&ASa YR SGSNyrt fAF¥FSe® DNI OS {KNERdA
Sacraments Supports me in many circumstances Help through prayer Spiritual guidance, ipadersh

and education 4. Questions How different is being Catholic to being a Christian?

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

Wt S21LX S oAff FT2NHSU ¢KI G &2dz al ARZ GKS& gAtt F2N
YIRS (KSY Angbid 2003 Whadt veht well 1. Spiritual Life / Values 2. Dedication of

/ fSNBe |yR [FAG& od D22R 22NJa w {+tk zAAAGAYy3 «
/| KFNARG& YR SRdzOFIGA2y Ay RS@St2LAyYy3 DRdzy i NASa nd
marriage, baptism and death and preparation for death. Support through iliness 5. Welcome/

Inclusion Welcoming is strong, but sometimes hard to break into a parish on arrival Involving laity in

parish management and parish secretary 6. Pandemic Usmadérn technology in communication

enabling the community to worship Helped me is to know the names of so many of our parishioners

and they know me.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:
Wt S2LX S gAftf FT2NHSG ¢ Ktydudél Butdthes WilknBVEr foiiget §avyanA £ £ F 2 N

YIRS (GKSY FSStoQ al &l !y3aSt2dz nnno 9@Sy . SOHGSNI A
Abuse Allegations were handled has damaged the Church in particular in its lack of transparency and
itstendencyi 2 WOf 2aS8S NIyl1aQ FyR GF1S | LRairAdAiAzy 2F RSy

divorced and re married long standing issue process for annulment Treatment of LGBT+, 1in 5

people are gay, but the Church condemns this huge number of peo@edifs said to love them

why doesn't the Church love them The Youth must be catered for / Lack of focused youth ministry

The church does not recognize the huge contribution made by wagmete of women was strong

in early churclg women feel siddined¢K 2 ¢ OFy GKS / KdzZNODKQ& OdzZNNBy G Y2
priests¢ need to ordain women 3. Lack of consultation in with and in parishes 4. Clerical power v

laity ¢ many man made rituals 5. Position on Contraception Most young women today use

contraception.

What are your dreams for the church?:
Wal @& KS SyfA3aKiSy (GKS SeSa 2F @2dz2NJ YAYR a2 (KL
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Ephesians 1:18 1. Grow and Flourish To see a Church that grows in numbers but more importantly in

the Spirit and hisigs. That the churches would have real spiritual direction if the running of them

taken away from the priests For the Church to survive things have to change. The parish priest

model in particular as our priests get older. Paid roles will be needed taisymrishes

Management skills of many priests to manage parishes lagikdnél 2 dzf Ry Qi 6S R2Ay3 {K:
priests need more support. Laity need to be involved in all levels of the organisation from the

Vatican downwards We need to be outward lookmather than inward looking. We need outreach

/to be doing more, focused projects that give people opportunities to contribute That we will always

have enough priests to keep our churches open and be able to celebrate Mass regularly My dream

for the churchwould be full of music 2. All people in the Church Recognition that many people have

been hurt and disaffected because of the rulings from the Church. Recognition that all groups need
targeted and dedicated support. That the old men at the top see that &@mho are +50% of the

church should be able to take a more active clerical role. Greater parity for women / ordained roles

within the structure To make greater provision for the 1 in 3 people whose marriages break down.

To make everyone welcome and fealued especially the LGBT community who feel rejected by the

| KdZNOK® / KdzZNOK | 0G6SYyRIFIyOS Aa y2i wO22fQ FT2NJ 4SSy
YIE1S AG w022t Q | 3FAYy A&2-¥éh&ge andteendydzirdips 2phidshedNI T 2 NJ
(possbly shared with other Christian churches) A community of all ages, who all feel valued

members of the community, The body of Christ Support for the partner in marriage that is not the

Catholi

Parish- Church of the Sacred Heart Flitwickhe formattingof the submission is lost by cutting and
pasting into the boxes, a version in word was also supplied to Avril
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Our Lady Help of Christians, Luton
Process Used:

Our Lady Help of Christians, Luton Parishioners at three separate tables (J, K, M) egre ask
following a discussion, to discern three answers for each question:

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

W D2RQ& o0fdzSLINAY (G 2y K2¢g 6S aK2-ddsidisthaibend @ dzNJ f A B¢
life. The Catholic Church is like akar that gracefully sails a straight path, remaining faithful to the

teachings of Jesus and of the Church and not being seduced by the fads of the world. J Catholic

should mean that we are evangeliserd LINB I RSNA 2F GKS 322RveySga 2F W
good at it. K Our Church, our faith is as established and willed by Jesus. Catholics have the perfect

form of worship of God. Our strength and security follow from these. K Catholics are the hands, feet,

eyes, ears and body of Jesus working and stgitowards holiness. K Catholics are called to mission

at the end of Massto evangelise. M Communitypart of the Catholic Churahbe there for each

other in good times and bad. M Commundfgverythingg to bring people together on Sundays and

at other events. This Communion helps us to grow in holiness. M Eaiging guided by the holy

spirit.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

J The Mass being celebrated every second of the day throughout the world. God being continuously
glorified.Also, the Sacraments and Eucharistic Adoration. J The RpSkmsy mother of God,

mother of our church. Catholics obeying the fourth commandment by honouring Mary. J Catholic
Charitable works, outreach. A huge blessing to the world, but sadly rarelymsedgK The Mass in
different forms is a blessing and helps to reach out to more people. The Novus Ordo Missae works
for many, but the traditional Latin Mass seems to help deepen the faith of others and fits in with a
long tradition within our Church. Ka@olics taking education, healthcare and knowledge to the
world. K The Magisterium keeping our Church faithful and leaving no room for misinterpretation as
in the excellent Catechism. M The Madhe central part of our faith. M The Sacraments and prayer
in our church M The Mass, worship and events bringing everyone together.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

W /IGK2t A0a R2y Qi Ftglea aSSY (2 SEKAOAG 22@& | VR
to open hearts and minds t&tS K2 1LJS A GKAY dzad W / FGK2f A0 SRdzOF (
@2dzy3AGSNRE FFOGABS Ay 2dzNJ OKdzNOK® 2Kl G FNB 6S R2A

about our faith seems low. Catholic leaders should be approaching every activity on the desumpt

of little knowledge and explaining everything as if from the beginning. J Catholics are not vocal
enough in defending persecuted Christians around the world. K Catholic children soon stop coming
to church. In many cases they get baptised and receivg Bommunion and then disappear. Surely

this must mean poor catechising. Pour material available for Catechism. K Our Priests are
overburdened. They should only be dealing with the Sacraments. They need a team behind them to
deal with other matters. K Thiailure of the Church hierarchy to stop heresies and scandals. For
instance, the Synod in Germany needs to be told that what they are doing is wrong. The fact that the
Catholic Church tolerates it to be easier for a Muslim to get in to a Catholic sclodl ik for a

Catholic who has to jump through hoops such as providing a baptism certificate and other
documents. M Poor communicatianneeds a lot of work with parents of children being

catechised, between groups, between parishes. A welcome pacletparishioners. If people

R2y Qi FSSt Ay@2f SR IyR @I fdzSRI (KSe& g2y Qi @2t dzy
evangelisation but expecting our Priests to do it all. Everyone can evangelise in different ways for
instance at work a Catholic could asMleagues for the names of their deceased families and friends
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to pray for in November. M Failing to reach out to youngsters and keep them involved. Failing to
facilitate sacraments to those that work such as Confession on a Saturday.

What are your dreams for the church?:

J We live in an antsod, antiChrist, ant! KdzZNOKZXZ 62y Qi f A&GSy OdzZ (dz2NB o
the secular world to grasp all the good we do and hence sow seed to draw people into the church. J
Our Church hierarchy to spealatonith more confidence and pride of being Catholic. J To build up

our church with succession planning and charity work K We need a vocal church speaking up for
persecuted Christians throughout the world. For instance, in India the persecution of Clartsyian

Hindus is a disgrace. Our Pope has a powerful voice and he should use it. K We need more tolerance
and Unity in our Church for example the different rites in our church should all be valued especially
the traditional Latin rite of Holy Mass and saceamts should continue to be cherished and allowed

to continue without restrictions. K To set the world on fire with love and truth. M To provide proper
welfare to our Priestg to look after and support them. Priests time to be on Pastoral needs only M
Chuch administrators to deal with all ngpastoral matters M To harness the skglase the talents

¢ of parishioners.
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Our Lady Help of Christians and St Lawrence, Olney

Process Used:
A series of meetings open to all

What does it mean to you to b€atholic?:

The importance of communion and community and having a shared experience of the Faith: the
parish/Church is a family where we can find our roots. The heart of the Faith is Jesus and His Real
Presence in the Eucharist. For converts/those whaehaturned to the Faith, their Faith was
something they had struggled to get to; the welcome of the Church, attractive-féath

personalities had been important. They were in a wilderness and in the Church they find truth and
peace and light, especiglloving the beauty of the Mass. Some still struggle with elements of the
Faith but see its overall value. They love their Faith. Some were unsure of the value of the Synod
process and how our reflections can have any impact; others welcomed the oppgrianit

reflection and discussion. The Church is not a democracy but is by nature a hiey#nchis a good
thing as it gives cohesion to our Faith.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

The Church speaks with authorityhis is oftenverym@ K Yy SSRSRX S@Sy AT Al Aay
comfortable. The teaching of Pope John Paul Il was highlighted as clear, personal and-thought
provoking. The sense of Christian community in the parish helps people feel welcome. The relaxation
of some of the stricter ras (e.g., fasting before Holy Communion reduced to one hour) was
welcomed: some had dreaded Mass in English but have found it helped the Mass to become more
real. Preparation for the sacraments is now more meaningful and the deeper sense that our Faith
includes our whole life. The stewarding in this period has developed a greater welcome as people
arrive. The Mass is beautiful and the fact that we can have time to prepare for Mass is valuable.
Livestreaming of the Mass in our parish meant so much durindptti@lowns. Zoom meetings in the
parish for catechesis and reflection and prayer were very welcome. There is a keen sense of the
support to the wider community through charities, food bank and the commitment of our

parishioners: the Church has become muobre engaged on this level and in the wider community
(involvement in the Remembrance Sunday Service in Olney was highlighted as well as ecumenical
contacts in the parish).

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Sometimes the Church appearsdpeak too rigidly on unpopular moral issues. There is a lack of
connection between sacramental preparation and subsequent attendance at Mass. There has been a
lot of lapsation among Catholics and we are not making strong efforts to reach out to there.i$her

an issue with the lapsation of the young especially of teenagers and there does not seem to be much
to help them keep practising their Faith. There appears to be a lacklustre approach to ecumenism.
The Synod in Germany was an issue of worry for samdeassign of disunity in the Church.

What are your dreams for the church?:

Some wanted a more inclusive sense of the Church, with the laity playing an active part in the

| KdZNOKQ&a fAFS® hiGKSNER o6FyiSR I Of SIHiwHMddigNE a Sy I
life. Some wanted to see more young people and families return to Mass and to have an active
involvement in its celebration in various roles including singing, music, serving, reading and

welcoming. There was a desire to improve our oatie throughout our parish and to use different

means of communicationspublications, internet, personal contagtand to continue to develop

ecumenical relationships, which could also help to promote care for the environment. There was a

sense of wantingo develop our spiritual lives so that we can pass on our Faith in a living way: prayer

and the Mass is where the essence of our Faith is. We want to bring God, our Lord, into everything
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we do. Perhaps a parish Mission can be planned. A prayer group ewaluable. We can learn to
be open to people, listen to them and their stories. We need more priests and so we need to pray
for more vocations.
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Our Lady Of Lourdes, Aylesbury

Process Used:
We invited parishioners to participate in tliscerning process, for three consecutive Sundays after
each Mass.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

1. Sacraments. Participating in the sacramental life of the Church. Blessed by being baptised into the
Catholic Church. Being able to receive tiody, blood, soul, and divinity of our Lord Jesus weekly,

SOPSYy RIAfe@d /2YAy3d G2 D2R Ay (GKS alONIYSyid 2F NE
FOOSLIiFyOSd | @Ay3 SOSNE KSEL)I F2N) 2ySQa alt gl idAz
The feeling of belonging and being part of a worldwide church family, which welcomes everyone and

is united in its teaching of the Gospels, creed, sacraments. traditions, and deep reverence for Our

Blessed Mother. 3. Liturgical and prayer life. Having dtiveand rich tradition of prayer and

liturgical worship. From private prayers to communal worship. Being able to offer prayers for others

through the participation of Holy sacrifice of the Mass. Being guided through the liturgical seasons,

such as Lent, toome to a deeper, personal relationship with God. 4. Fundamental to a right way of
fAGAYID WEeKS /K2t A0 OKdzZNDK Kl & Ay¥FfdzZSYyOSR (KS
to the first Pope, St Peter. A rich heritage. 5. Converts exprdhggabsitive role the sacraments,

vocations and frequent prayer have played in their lives. 6. Sharing the Faith. Putting more effort in

G2 O2y @AYy OAYy3a &2dzy3a LIS2LI S SalLlSOALffte 2ySQa 24y
example.

Experiences bthe Church doing something well:

1. It shows consistency in its teachings, not wavering in the face of a changing world. 2. It is

missionary reaching out to people, addressing their needs, and making a difference to lives. 3. Itis
universal, being gloliy recognised. One can go to Mass anywhere in the world. One feels at home.

Ly Fye /FTiK2f A0 OKdzZNOK® nd LG Aa OFNARy3a o6& aidl yR
offer protection from conception to death. 5. It is Sacramental ensurindaatlr is nurtured

throughout the whole of our lives. 6. It respects and celebrates our youth. 7. It has a worthy head in

the Pope who leads by exampjeeaching out to other world leaders and promoting the gospel. 8.

Its education system is highly resped. The setting up and running of hospitals and Catholic Aid

agencies such as, Outreach to the poor, CAFOD, ACIN, SVP.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

1. Looking after her priests. Failing to check in with them and therefore theyoaretsnes left to

suffer mentally, physically, and spiritually. Not reviewing the formation given to them so they

dzy RSNEGFYR Ad0 A& GKSANI Rdzieé G2 AYLX SYSyid (GKS / Kd
church. Not made aware of new encyclgdlacking in opportunities for times outside of the Mass

for explanations, sharing or reflections, 3. Music in the liturgy is tired it needs energising. 4. Takes a
long time to instigate change. Needs to react to what is going on in the world. Overlyuouadic.

5. It does not offer a great acceptance and support for those groups who are deemed vulnerable. 6.
It was noted that the People are the church, but the laity do not take responsibility for initiatives or
changes which will promote growth and ingwement. The assumption is that the priest will do it. 7.
Does not develop a strong sense of community and offer opportunities that encourage parish groups
to flourish. 8. Disappointed at the historic handling of child abuse. Lack of guidance for panishion

as to what constitutes a safeguarding issue and how and when to report it.

What are your dreams for the church?:
1. A new Pentecost. The Faithful needs teauerate more and more with the Holy Spirit, allowing
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the Holy Spirit to lead it and receidivine grace through prayer, mortification (dying to self on order

to serve) and holiness of life. 2. The Catholic Church needs be more welcoming to people, even its
own parishioners. Ecumenical and open to other Christian communities for fellowshgramnth;

uniting on shared beliefs. Humility is key in every Christian, and the church hierarchy must be
exemplary in demonstrating it. 3. The Church will find new strategies-émgage and energise
parishioners. Encouraging parishioners to be forthconaing innovative in providing and organising
events and activities that draw all parishioners to become active members of the Catholic Church. 4.
A thriving community. Comprising of small faith and fellowship groups geared for specific ages and
needs; wholearish praise and worship events and worship events aimed at specific ages and
charisms; parish missions. All to promote and invigorate the life of the community. 5. The key to the
progression of our Church is the inclusion of young people. Strategigstadee put in place to

ensure that the youth feel welcome and a part of the Church. They must be encouraged to take part
in church events for an example, youth masses, youth retreats. 6. Leading on social issues. Providing
outreach, support, and a havearfthose in need. Actively praying for such issues especially for life
issues. 7. Families encouraged to pray together. Praying together must not be in the church only, but
Ffaz2z Fd K2YS® t NRPY2GA2Yy 2F (GKS W52 Yléval withidthd K dzNOK C
Church. Improved channels of communications. It is hoped that the church hierarchy will take

forward the objectives of this synodal process in encouraging consultation and listening to the voices
of the people at grassroot levels.
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OurlLady of Lourdes, Milton Keynes
Process Used:
Parish groups with three sessions after three masses

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

w W2e 27F dzyRSNRAUGIYRAY3I gKIFG AG YSEya G2 0SS | [ F(
Learnt what is raans to be catholic through the Charismatic Renewal. Brought knowledge about

D2ZR w W2eé 2F o0SAy3a Ay | FlrYAfed SAFFAOMzZ G € AGAyY 3
D22R G2 0S | OFGK2ft A0 06SOIdzasS (K SmaidRaeredxk LINBI OK S
GKAOK 3IAPSa 2280 w / KdzZNOK (S OKSa dza K2g G2 fADS
OKdzZNDOK Aa dzyABSNEFIE w ¢KS OKdzZNOK KlFa adz22R (KS i
O2@AR NBaidNROU A 2 gastiveuat réatiSg taCakedaiddagdinat it gha the LINJ

[ SFRSNBKALID ¢KS aAfSyOS OFly fSIFIR LIS2LIXS FadNreo
I?ZVQG lyze éKSy 20KSNAR YySSR KSf LW w bSSR G2 ¥F2ftf
OINBE® WNEKaAGA OFlYy aK2g Y2NB AYyGSNBald FyR Ayg@d2f @S
aK2dzZ R AyiuSyaAaTe e2dziKk RSOSt2LIVSYyiod w ¢KS Ol GK2f
CSStAy3a 2F SYLIWAySaa sKSy dz;/loi:fﬁnstwﬁemkmwérﬁlés YI aad

G2 dza da AYRAQGARdAZ fad w /2YYdzyAdGe o06dzif RAYy3 RdzNRY
Praying to God the Father, Son and Holy spiéitNA y A i@ w [/ 2y FSaaizy 2F aiya
Sacraments: adhering to the Mas&ucharist; Last supper (do this in Memory of me) being
0SAAYYAYI 2F GKS F2NXNIOGA2Yy 2F (GKS OKdANNDK w {2fSY
alNE ol gl At Ay3 K S NA-SiIfST OlKE?\yc‘EIS Zdﬂ\ls%LﬁdQ{H/ I2ly$(aK70aJ\NJF
be/ i K2f A0&a 06SOldzAaS ¢S 6SNB 02Ny I)/R 0 NBR AY 0dKS
IAPSE dza LISFOSP® w .S FANY Ay 2dz2NJ 6SEtASFIE o6SAy3a |
wSYySglf | OGAPAGASE (KNRPAdZZIKYGIFOKRYAI RYRADS ReA £ LIN
CFAGK AY D2RT tNI@SNJw LG Aada GSNEBE AYLRNIFYyG F2N
YSSR YR glyil Ay Y& fAFSGAYS® w {2YS LINI&@SNE | NB
aproperchurcly 2 G I a0OK22f FyR | tINRAK | Fffd 21 aG4S 27
RAFFTAOMZ G6ASa 2F KI@GAYy3A Y2NB FLHAOGKD® w ! / KNRAGALY
R2ZOGNAYS 2F (GKS OKdzZNDK w t I N /KINAE G0 KodzNJDKS NBRIGE LXK
scandals, persecution in some parts of the world and public perception of being conservative or old
FILAKA2YSR w | SEtLAY3 SFOK 20KSNJ FyR 3SGidAy3 KSt LI
AdadzSa w al Aghddnihgfaiiad + y R LI &

Experiences of the Church doing something well:
w 5 dzNA y 319 paademi€) thedchureh has done so well with the online services, they manage
2 oNAY3 dza (23SGKSN®P w D22R f SF RSNE EohfidéhceK A I K & (i

Individual- provisioncL RSy A iGeo w ! @FAf oAt AGE 2F 2dzNJ £ S RSNJ
G2 aLISI] (20 w 28 $8SNB R2Ay3I 68ttt o0SF2NB Ay 2dzNJ
than before in this church than ourold dNDK ® w ¢ KA a OKdzNOK Aa tA1S | 7Tl

@2dz 6KSy @2dz NB y20 FINRdzyR® w ¢KS | OQGABAGASE Ay
/| KNAAGAlLY AG akKz2dzZ RyQi 06S RAFFAOMzZ G G2 T®ENHAGS 2
Ay GUKS /1T0GK2f A0 OKdzZNODK w {Syaé 2F O2YYdzyAide w 58
SyO2dzy i SN w [A&a0GSyAy3a G2 (GKS 32481t FNRY LINASA

brings people together / cares for one another /makes Euchaviatiable to the homed 2 dzy R w
Introductions of the Catholic Charismatic renewal has helped people with their prayer and retained

42YS OKdzZNOK YSYOSNBR w 52Ay3 ¢Sttt Ay KdzYF yAdGENRIFY
0KS &aid2NE 2ifg the aission mandaté&dfby @hest to evangelise, catechise and
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Experiencs of when things have not gone so well:

w bSSR (2 KIFZS Y2NB LINASAGA F2N) GKS OKAZNDK®D® w t N
2yS LINASald FYyR KS 1ySs6 YSd w tS2LS R2y Qi F¥SSt ¢
they closed and solthe old church building. Parishioners went out of their way to seek funding to

1SSL) 6KS 2f R OKdzZNOK o6dzAf RAY3I>S odzi GKA& glayQid fA
reason why the old church building was sold. A not valid answer was givsn @ur hearts are

0f SSRAYy3Id 2S5Q0S 06SSy AIFYy2NBRP® w ¢KS YSYOSNER 27F
.S0ldzaS 2F (GKIG ¢S t2ad YSYOSNAR 2F (KS OKdAd2NODK® «
community due to not having our own church building. ¢ KS t 21LJS aK2dzZ R O02YS KS
f SFRSNEKALI 2F GKS OKdzZNODK gAff y20 tAaGSy G2 dza «
now we have different priests who schedule their time every Sunday. The cluster system has not

helped mostpeo@ ® w 2 S ySSR 2dzNJ 246y OKdzZNOK o0dzAf RAy3ad aS$l
FYy20KSNJ OKdzZNODK o0dzZAf RAY3Id w {2YS LIS2LIX S INBE O2YYA
The homily should be more practical and developed around a theme for peopgle¥ofr SOl 2y ® w ¢
LINASada R2 y2id KIFEI@GS GAYS (2 Sy3ar3asS gA0K OKdzZNODK Y
w 2SS R2y Qi F2ft2¢ dzLJ 6AGK yS6 YSYOSNE (G2 AR (KS
YSSG Ay I aoKz22ft | yiRg, padsifichérs akeln@ &ble to acodssitheldhurcdorzA f R

GKS ¢FoSNYyIFOfS FT2NJ LISNE2Y Il f RS@2GA2yade w [FO] 27
AYUSaINIYdAy3d ySg YSYOSNAT y2i akKz2gAiyd O2yOSNYy F2N
formation programmeF 2 NJ @ 2 dzy 3 LIS2LX S F FASNI O2y FANXI A2y D W
churchinastructuredwayF N2 Y OKAf RK22R (2 @2dziKd w 9@ y3aStAia
(KS OKdNDK (2 68 FdZARSR 68 (KS IglotpdwhichaaNA ( © o / K
dzy RSNXYAYS GKS YA&aarazy 2F (GKS OKdzZNOK w CAYylFYyOALlf

obligations on church members through sgloups/societies. Such financial initiatives can start with

good intentions but end up burdening memb&si LISOA L f £ & GKS FTAYylIyOAlLfte @
ALIANRG 2F / KNRAadG GKNRdAdAK a2YS OKdAzZNOK | OGAGAGASaE
Practicing faith by rote in the church and some masses are sped through like g ried to inject

theKSF NI 2F 62NBKALI 61601 Ayild2 GKS YILaaod w / KAf RNB
0SSy l3S LISNA2R® w b2 F2ff2¢ dzLJ F2NJ FIFYAfASa Ay R
G2 LINIAOALI GS Ay OKdIZNIDAR SRAEA ANV HISANE BF FB&III2 M
each other. The human side of the church and interaction needs to improve.

What are your dreams for the church?:

w .dZAfR I a0NRy3 e2dziK YAYA&AUGNE ol a&SRhedouthl ai
G2 ANRG AY UGKSANI FIAGK® w ¢KS @2dziK aK2dzZ R 0SS
Y2UAQFGA2Y GKNRdAzZAK FOGAGAGASE YR GSIFIOKAY3ID w
Modification of the order of mass to suit the modeday. Catholic church should introduce activities

Ay Ylaa G2 FGONXrOG 020K GKS @2dzy3 IyR 2fR® w [/ Kd
Y2NB LIS2L) S® w / KdZNOK akKz2dzZ R 68 ¢St O02YAy3 (G2 20K
inthecdzZNOK w tFNAAKA2YSNA Ydzad R2 Y2NB G2 3INRg GKS
YSYOSNE w 9y O2dzNIF IS 2dzNJ / FGK2f A0a (2 NBFIR (GKS 0A
OKdzNDK GKIFd A& odaAtd 2y GSEFY aLANNR sgw (KST IOKAINOES
/I NBFGS I LXFOGF2NY F2NJ 2dzNJ £ F Re8 2F [ 2dz2NRS& T2N w2
Announcement of all activities of church every Sunday to allow all people to participate and engage

Ay 6SS1fte | OGADAYIS\YSaaSINEw ¢ G K A2IgRNSY 00 KId2ZNIOKF 1 S LI NI

church programmes and handing over some duties to children
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Our Lady of Peace, Burnham

Process Used:

We had small group discussions, also people completed sheets with the questions on them and
returned them to the parish, some responses came in via email. All the responses were collected
together and then 2 of the team met and produced the final document. Question 1 wasn't circulated
separately, the answers came from replies to the other 3 tjoes.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
To believe in Christ and live according to the teachings of the Church, acknowledging the Pope as
leader on earth. Mass, sacraments, universal Church.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

Welcome to all/Community: Many people feel welcomes tommunity is caring, it was a safe

haven during the pandemic, friendship and sense of belonging, both worldwide and locally. A sense
of identity and stability. The Youth Club in Eton Wick was the best experience. Good organised
response to the pandemiedapted well (live streaming, distancing, reception duties) and quickly,
involving volunteer parishioners. Wake up call for the Church to be prominent and help each other
Ay GKS gARSNI O2YYdzyAlead 9y228SR CNI Wk YSyQa 3
support/extra help. Suspension of obligation during Covid and ability to watch live streaming. We
have good support in our catholic schools. The catholic church in our local area (Slough) is well
known for its excellent charity work in the localnamunity, particularly with the homeless.

Charitable & pastoral support for poor both locally & worldwide e.g. SVP, Cafetif@edic. (over

60% of people mentioned this). Rosary & other parish groups, encourages laity involvement. Priests
available for he sick & dying. Education: Our church organises bible studies (not everybody knew
about them) and is a focus for communal prayer and devotions. Catholic schools have a good
reputation and families strive to get their children into them because of thgin leixpectations of

morals, behaviour and their community feel. Keeping deposit of faithcaéered

traditions/magisterium Mass and the Sacraments: Worldwide Mass & all the sacraments, incl masses
F2NJ aA01Z OKAfRNBYyQa f{ WépaNdaaly eScoudter the Bidbly&BiodlalS 2 LI S
Christ and are helped to grow closer to God. Provision and preparation for the Sacraments

Baptism, Reconciliation, FHC and Confirmation. Music makes Mass joyous. Suspension of obligation
during Covid, stoppingharing chalice during Covid Anyone can come. Clergy related: Varied types of
priests (rule bound/open), chaplaincy. Wonderful priests who give example and encouragement to
live our faith (in our parish). Spirituality: Adoration, retreats, bible studigssion with the Sion
Community followed by a post mission prayer companion. Based on the bible & teachings of Jesus
explained to us by clergy and great communicators. Have a good understanding of who and what we
believe. Open to many ways of praying & shiping God (quiet/musicalall kinds) but with stable
framework and clear moral expectations. Gives a way to live your life well. Our faith gives us hope
our prayers will be answered, it keeps us grounded. Communal prayers and devotions, listen and
respand to each other. Charismatic renewal flourishing.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

2S5t 02YS G2 lttk/2YYdzyAGteyY 52y Qi R2 Sy2daAK F2N (K
are welcome. Older people feel lonely, isolated, Covidnfade 62 NASS AGQa Sk aASN i

FNRBY K2YS® b2 O2yySOGAGAGE FY2y3ad LIS2LX Sz R2yQi
moved away are scared to come bagleel lost and alone. Nothing to help those with mental health

problems. Judgemental ¢fiose seen not to measure upthe divorced, LGBTQ people, shift

G2N] SNBA K2 R2y QO YIS al aa NB3IdzZ I NI &b dqidvd | LI |
many individuals who like to be in charge of groups, no chance of changes to Readetkvixhip

after Mass. Ecumenism: This has been neglected lately especially in our parish. The general public do
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not understand what it means to be a Catholic. There is a lack of understanding and misconceptions

from other denominations. Church of Englanttepts Catholics to receive communion but not the

other way round. Education: Too many rules, rigid, very narrow viewpoint, priests following the rule
02212 6S aKz2dzZ R tAQGS o0& WogKIFG WSadza ¢2dzZ R KI @S R
mercy,love and acceptance. Not enough said about the Kingdom of God, no proper teaching and
explanation of the bible/scriptures. Any formal instruction of the faithful is limited to preparation for

the sacraments of Baptism, First Holy Communion and Confirmdtiearn from other faiths how

they work with their youth. Fail to engage, nurture or encourage young people. Not enough
activities/programmes for young peoptgthese points were very prominent. Different teachings are

creeping in. Lack of consistency @athings, priests saying different things leads us to form our own
2LAYA2YAadD 1'& | LINBYyld 2F Iy FdziaxdadAO OKAfR GKS C
Dependent too much on the schools to play the part. Too much importance givenitiocadassues,

what is the church doing on a practical level about sustainability? Mass & the Sacraments: We are

not allowed to stand during Consecration if we are unable to kneel and so we have to sit down, but |

am genuinely in awe of what happens durihgs sacred moment, | believe in the presence of Christ

Ay GKS 9dzOKI NR&AGD® {2YS LIS2LX S R2y Qi tA1S O2yFSaa
OdZNNBYy G F2NXIF G0 2SS R2y Qi KIFI @S 3IASYSNIf |oaz2fdziiz
them the strength to carry on; one person said do away with individual confessions. Congnents

Too much emphasis on how we sin, sin of contraception to be abolished; noisy before Mass, easier

access to Baptism, more engaging services, need uplifting nResiple should go to Mass when

they can and because they want to. Mass is too fast and not reflective enough. Active homosexuality

no longer to be considered a sin. Canon Law should be modernised. Lack of diversity in Leadership.

Clergy related: Varied prriences with priests, some foster unity and belonging and are more open,

some are traditional. Preandemic- Bishop was wise providing a young Parish Priest with a second

priest, we were listened to much better, it was a happy place. Not enough priegtsy Qi NB O2 3y A a
role of women in the church, especially round decision making, need more women in all aspects of

church life. Respect and recognition to come directly from Rome. Priests should be offered Spiritual
Directors. Priests have no experiencego2 N 2 NJ Fl YAt & fATFS FyR a2 O yQli
understanding. Difficulty understanding clergy who are not from the same culture. Personal renewal

is lacking, teachings should not only be dogmatic. In a 24/7 secular gi@@dmuch consumerism

andsocial media. No retreats with international or renowned speakers. Not enough speakers,

retreats, missions. Church needs teaeangelise itself. Spirituality: The church is too formal and
frO1AYy3 Ay dzy RSNR Ul YRAY I D 2 SronoteBnityaddiovairs Sy | a SgJl
Y NNASR O2dzLlJ Sa ' 0dzaSy /£ SNAOKE Fo0dasS 2F it F2N
robustly enough. Not enough accountability, too much power. Too many girls/women have suffered
judgementally re sex/marriage. The cbhrhas been grossly negligent, arrogant, lacking in humility,

ghastly, horrendous, in denial, criminal. Protocols no use unless honoured. The abuse damaged the

body of the Church and penance should be done. Pope Benedict should be stripped of his title and

so should every other abuser in the Church. In the rest of the world they would have lost their jobs

at the first suggestion of abuse, they should not be above the law. Parish: Too much emphasis on

collecting money. No regular accounts published and nwites of PPC meetings. Badly organised,
fragmented, groups in isolation, territorial, divided, no accountability financial or otherwise. Money

spent on vestments and chalices when we badly need the car park resurfaced and a meeting hall.

Parish Priest hawo many responsibilities outside the parish should be focussed solely on the

parish. Some people less able to hedarge space & different accents. Should divest some wealth

to help those in need (not all agreed). The church has been closed during i€sk@lld be open at

all times. Need new benches and to tidy up the church, name in bold/big letters, lighting. We have

y2 tFNAAK aAdaaizy adlaSySyid FyR R2y QiU 1y26 o6KI G
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What are your dreams for the church?:

Welcometoal/lCotrdzy AieyY ¢2 o6S lofS (2 RAaOdzaa GKAYy3IA GAl
More parish events. Extra activities to bring people together. Theatre trips and outings for less able

and older folk. To become a community rather than just individualsieSteals regularly, building

up each other. After Mass have gatherings, talk to each other, tea/coffee with conversations and
guestions, also during the week. Original model of community in @c#sing/sharing/helping

financially and with food. We need publicly show our love to those who do not feel welcome. To

be a place of compassion and love, more friendly, more inclusive, less condemning. The parish to be
more welcoming to people of all genders, races, creeds, abilities, personalities, divorged, ga

unmarried and all sinners. Embrace everyone regardless of background or who they are. A more

relaxed, more informal and understanding church. Pope Frances already embodies many of these
characteristics: humility, compassionate, rjpigemental and we red to practice these. 'Resting

Catholics' should be welcomed back without judgment and no one should be excluded because of

the way they sekdentify. To continue to reach out to everyone and have more pastoralgare

teams that could be called upon asd3ts are too busy with their heavy workload. A forum in which

groups come together to share experiences, outline needs and formulate plans of action in harmony

to maximise on their strengthsWYl &8 (KS& [ ff 06S 2ySdQ t M&Sada G2
Ecumenism: More contact with and more openness to people of other Christian traditions through

{G ' YRNBSHQa {KINBR / KdzZNOK LOfirRtiar eetnNI0 Kitfadt nah 2 3 S (G K S NI
Catholics. | dream of Christian Unity and the power it brihge work together on major and minor

issues. We hope for reconciliation between all faiths by reaching out to other faith Communities.

More Eucharistic hospitality. Education: Explain and teach the Bible more. To understand the
ASNXY2y o0SGGS8IQI ¥y BIFWYRYS &K F-buRcdtion Kage the @athingkiolmes © w S
church explained and be accessible to young people and to adults. To be a missionary church we

need to understand our faith better so we need more adult faith formation and more Isifidy.

ReS @I yaStaAaldiAzy 2F GKS o0l LIWiAaSRd [SiQa 0SS Y2NB f
Regular periods of instruction outside of mass itself, to give us the knowledge with which to sustain

and defend our faith and to fend off wideheld heretical beliefs. Use of modern tools (Bishop

. FNNRY | 2dzidzoSs {0200 1Ky 92¢bX 51 @FAR tlgazyQa
Youtube. Mass & the Sacraments: Have Masses in other languages. Consider other special groups for
Mass e.g. fany and children General absolution should be the norm...individual confession for

those who need/want it. Reintroduce Benediction. Easier access to Information about the

annulment process and more understanding of divorced people, especially if it wap tothem

that the marriage ended. To focus on helping all children who want Holy Communion to have it, as
evangelisation should start from an early agshildren missing out due to deadlines seems

ludicrous. To have the children more involved in the Masay readings, have a youth Mass, youth

rosary groups. Have young people in CWL, SVP etc. Clergy related: More priests. That we foster a
O2YYdzyAiieé SKAOK SyO2dzN} 3Sa ySg @20l GA2ya G2 Of SN
Make celibacy oppnal. Married priests, women deacons, women priests, women bishops. Decision
making at all levels should include women. Of the many people with these dreams there was one

person who did not agree. Spirituality: Centrally organised pilgrimages to thd_biatly Rome,

Lourdes, Fatima and Medjugorje with local contacts and-pfrkoints to help parishioners to travel

more easily. To be seen as more openly evangelical, bringing more people to Jesus and not to be
frightened of this primary mission of the chtrd_aity and clergy working together to bring the love

of God to everybody. To encourage each other in the practice of our faith. Dreams shared with
parishioners and testimonies of Catholic faitbut not from same folk. Vision and example of

sharing/cAlA y3 OKdzNDODK |G | tf f S@Sfciode oheyadothér dsddiakey 3 G K S
loved you. Teaching on meditation. The importance and power of prayer. That the church will not be

an empty building, converted into apartments, but that the chungh be full of spirit and vocation

that the Holy Spirit will renew the church, our society and the world. Reform Canon Law. Abuse:
Worldwidec for it to have the courage to admit to wrongdoing and sinfulness (abuse by priests and
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ordained people) and to ake public steps to correct, discipline or punish transgressions. For the
church to set an example to the world of awareness, humility and repentance. While great strides
have been made towards healing survivors, more help is needed. Parish: To hawharpssion
statement and know what is planned for the future. Clear objective to make the parish united and
committed. Need to make the parish structure sound. To have Parish Council and Parish Community
meetings and minutes of them , a quarterly financegort and to know who are the members of

this council. Repaint church interior possibly by volunteer parishioners. Improve parishiteghb

more pictures, more inspirational. Churches in a Deanery need to combine resources. Parish
Facebook to have mordan endless mass streamimmaybe masses could be confined to YouTube.
Planning- fewer instances of events clashing. Communication and helping each other across
ministries. That the various organisations that work within the church, work together to nsxim

their strengthsc WYl @ (GKS@& |ff 06S 2ySQd C2NJ §KS OKdzZNOK ({2
OLOP to be improved. Creating a safe space where there is-mdgmental dialogue around the

subject of abortion, drug and alcohol abuse etc.
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Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, Yelvertoft
Process Used:

Normally only about 25 ish attend this rural Church (wooden shed). | was allowed to make 2
announcements at mass and handed out about 20 flyers inviting participation. | only had 4
responsesl send them all the info from the website and what | had gleaned from the 3 webinars.
They then thought about their responses for a week then we had a hybrid meeting at my house 3
here 1 on remote. It lasted about 1.5 hours. Then everybody was sent abiteafidded. Interesting

it was all very amiable and generally all came with the same conclusions . A little bit of difference
with the sermons( 1 person) Turnout was disappointing but if we went for 5 it was about 15% of the
congregation. Daventry had safate meetings.Yelvertoft did not want to travel to Dav hence my
place which was central.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

This was a difficult question to answer. We felt part of a community traced back to Jesus but we
were definitely part ofn minority group viewed with suspicion by outsiders. Some of this relates to
the abuse scandals and some to general ignorance. We did not hide the fact we were Catholics but
were met at the best with apathy. This could be due to the general demise ofi@ttis

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

52548 y20 060SYR (GKS Nz Sa (2 FTAG Ay 6AGK az20ASiGASa
GK2asS 2y (KS YINBAyad w Ly &a2YS LI NAREAKSD GKS G N
Sy&adzNB {dzyRlI& YlLaa Aa F@LrAtroftS G2 Ftt Ay aLAGS

Charities such as CAFOD do an excellent job

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

w 5SHfAY3a AYyAGAlLItffte SofXBRERIBSNE colzaBf & O2 YR & (KIS AL
relate to real life. It is all very good talking about the scriptures, but they should be related to todays
fAGAYIDd CINI G22 Ylye &aSN¥2ya 32 20SN) 6KS KSI Ra 2
Whatreled y OS R2Sa GKS t2L5Qa 1 GSad AyuGSNBSyGAz2y Ay
G2 G2RlI&Qa ¢2NIR®K LG IAPSE GKS AYLINBaairzy GKS /
with real problems.

What are your dreams for the church?:

To beome more in touch with its parishioners especially through sermons as this is where most of

the contact is made. The sermons should also try and engage children so they want to go to mass,

y20 G2 06S RNJIIISR GKSNBP® w ermarriddpGesiSnotionly from & K2 NI | 3
GKS hNRAYF(GS o0dzi FTNRBY gAGKAYy®d ¢KAaA ¢g2dz R IAGS |
Why not have female Deacons? Remember once Girls were not allowed to serve. Now they are
FOOSLII SR w { K 2mzExeludRdAfrgn? dddnsion/Lias evedf eScept with special
RAALISYyal A2y d® w !aS a20Alf YSRAlF YdzOK Y2NB G2 L
NEt S@FyOS Ay G(2RIF&a ¢2NIR w DSGO GKS LINASata G2 ¢
week or the Deacons or Chaplains to hold a service.
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Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Wellingborough
Process Used:

A total of 74+ participants responded to the Synod through a few individual conversations and seven
different groupO2 Yy OSNBR I GA2yad ¢KSaAaS 6SNB 2Ly G2 Lttt FyR
O2y @SNEI (iA2ya | FGSNJ ald8aT w H E o K2dzNJ F FiSNyz22y
FGOGSYRAY I [/ 2YyFANNEIGAZ2Y LI NBY (aT ouwchanisnfati gederO2 y @S NA
ANRPdzZLIT w AYRAQGARdAzZrf O2y@SNEIFGA2ya 6AGK YSYOSNE 2
aSaaAirzy gAGK GSy dzyRSNI mya oYlFAyte FfdlF N aSNIPSNA
main process used was the spiritual conian.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

What does it mean to you to be a Catholic? Community. To be a Catholic is to be part of Christian
community with a sense of belonging and shared beliefs. Our community is very diverse, but we

have our fah in common. Being part of the Church family helps us when sometimes our own family

is in disunity about faith matters. Belonging (togetherness) is impor@ | NB y 20 | f 2y So
ever known. It is home. Journeying together. We are making gorirant journey together a

journey of faith and of selfliscovery and ultimately of Salvation. The journey can be a struggle, but

faith is all the more treasured. There is a wide variety of experience, but all going in the same

direction. Jesus guides,unaking us ready and aware of othero help, forgive, pray. Being more

involved in the church and participating helps us to grow. It is a learning process and a way of life.

The Mass Almost all groups commented on the centrality and sacredness afdharist. Faith.

9SSy AT ¢S R2y Qi dzyRSNEGlI YR SOSNEBUKAY IS @dzNJ FF A
like the writing through a stick of rock. In prayer we try to discern what God wants for us individually

and as the Church. We feel hility that we have the freedom to pray and friendship with God. Love

is basic to everything we believe. We are lost without faith. We feel a hunger for the Truth, the truth
which stands out from all the worldly rubbish we encounter. God is someone ttotglKk S R2 Say Qi
judge you. We read scripture and try to be more like Jesus, giving and serving. The body of Christ
fAGSNIfte& YSIya dzad Lgihatdcahttus bird and goRkodivh Arid Kehsude ¢ A G K/
he is listening. The Holy Spirit linsportant to many to feel the presence of the Holy Spirit .1 felt the
presence of the Spirit in church even before | became a Catholic. | was drawn into church. We trust

in the Holy Spirit, who is essential and gives us the strength we need. We catt andhiwvait for

him to act. Mary. Devotion to Mary is unique to us as Catholics. She is our Mother and we look to

her for help and motherly love.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing somgtivell? Synod. Some expressed
SEOAGSYSyYy(d lFoz2dzi t21LI CNIyOraQ OFtt (G2 {&y2R I YR
an answer to prayer. We felt affirmed by the group, that other people felt the same way. The Holy

Spirit is working among u<lergy and laity alike. Community. Nearly all saw our church as

St O02YAY3a YR AyOfdzaA@Sod | LINR S adathdRcAhBsypa@di Th&k Sa A G | G
Church is there for people, especially when things are tough. One teenager felt loSthtineh

welcomed her, made her feel accepted, not judged and she found friends. Another teenager

commented that Church is a support system and stability in your life. | have a safe place, and people

to go to for help. Sunday Mass. We welcome everyppgidenced by the diverse nature of the

congregations. | come out released of all the bad energy and full of positive energy. We have hope

for the future as there are many children at Mass. The homilies are aimed at everyone, accessible

and linked to real lif@and experience. Sacraments. Many expressed gratitude for the daily Mass in

our parish and Exposition twice a week, and that Confessions are heard twice weekly and every

fortnight at school. Sacraments are essential, helping us to grow in our relationghi@ad.

Coming to faith through adult baptism was transformational for someone; a service of reconciliation
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had been important for another. The connection with the school brings vitaltany children

come for sacramental preparation. Clergy. Our presicomes newcomers at every Mass does

everything to encourage community. He also takes his turn as Chaplain at Kettering Hospital. A nice,
friendly priest who treats everyone the same, with respect, no matter the background. We enjoy

good service from oupriests- good leaders who show faith; retired clergy help as they can, with

prayers and service. Lay ministry. wonderful to have so many lay Ministers bringing the Eucharist to

the sick and housebound. There is a choir at each church (It is anotherf wegying), cleaners,

OF GSOKAaGaz FEt26SNI I NNF¥yYISNESEI NBFRSNESX OKAf RNBYC
sacristans etc. and many young altar servers gives young people a chance to help out. Mission. The
Church helps those who are poor and maadised, giving a voice to those who do not have a voice

and those who are discriminated against. If you are in need, the Catholic Church will help you

regardless of your faith. Catholic TV channels can help promote and support faith. Giving Our church
isaccountable: everything that is collected moneywise is used for a purpose. We support SVP, Cafod,
SPUC, Daylight Centre, Foodbank, etc. Our school supports the homeless. Social. The social aspect is
important, building community. We have tea/coffee aftbe 10:30 Mass, Christmas Fayre, pub

/| KNAAGYlF A OFNRfaz YR | g2yRSNFdzA / KAfr8®BNBSYyQa al &
/| KAt RNByQa [AGdzZNHe RdzNAYy3I GKS YIFAY FlLYAte alaas
and associated groupsé Beavers and Scouts. There have been Bible study and other courses. SVP

runs coffee mornings for the elderly. People have returned to faith through prayer groups,

experienced miracles and prayers answered. Stability Continuity is important, Peopletades

for the Church through persecution and the traditions of the Church are valued. As the focus for our

dzy AGes GKS t2LS R2Sa OSNE ¢Sttt Ay tSFRAYy3I (KS /K
important. Progress. The Church is welcominthose who before might have been excluded. The

| KdZNOK Q& NHzZ Sa KI gSy Qi OKIFIy3aISR ySOSaal NAfe&s odz
compassionate. Ecumenism. We are open to other Christian denominations. We are not against

other faiths and believe they oacontain truths. We have become more ecumenical.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well? Clerical Abuse. All adult
groups spoke about the damage the abuse scandals have done to the Church: The abuse scandals
have caused great harm. The cowgr unforgivable. It has maderiore difficult for us to defend the
church when others criticise. Marriage. Most of the groups addressed what they saw as overly
restrictive rules around marriage, divorce and annulment: Some of the rules are very restrictive and
unforgiving: God will fagive you but the Church will not. There is a lot of hurt and sadness at being
excluded from receiving the Sacrament. Laity feel deliberately excluded from knowledge about rules
and regulations. Authoritarianism has ruled too often and for too long. Shemédriests. Most

groups spoke with concern about the shortage of priests. The lack of vocations to the priesthood is
serious, Our priests are doing too much. We need more, but the Church will only accept celibate
men to train for the priesthood Catholjriests can get lonely. They may not understand the realities
of family pressures. Young people. Most groups expressed sadness that the Faith is not being passed
down the generations. Young people are growing away from the church. Some asserted: Sehools ar
not giving them the chance for a real relationship with Christ, or teaching prayer properly. In the
world wellbeing has replaced spirituality. Ngmactising parents expect to have their children

prepared for the sacraments. They can be very demandimgn after Confirmation some

youngsters never come again. We struggle to retain the youth in our church. Mass can seem long
and repetitive to the young. Women Several groups asserted that women are undervalued in the
Church. Women should be more involvedGhurch leadership. Women should be valued more and
their gifts used to better support the priest and parish. Eg as deacons LBGTQ issues. Many people
SELINB&&aSR O2yOSNY Fo62dzi GKS / KdZNODKQ& | GGAGdzRS G2
discused by the Church; it appears to silently condemn. Many people feel disappuadvatie gay
community, must be allowed to live authentically. Lay Commitment. The majority of Catholics are
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not really committed to serving Christ through his Church. We nedx tmore involved. Like

2RI &Qa K2YAfeéeyY R2 ¢S 2dzaad ¢l yld G2 0SS LI NI 2F (K
Mission is not just the responsibility of the priest: We need to get out of our church buildings more.

LiQa 2dzaid | vesdle th®GhyrehTComrBunity. @Ng®dp felt that the Church
O2YYdzyAled R2SayQid ltglrea NBFOK 2dzi G2 AbGa 26y YS
YR O2YYdzyAded 2SS ySSR (2 fSFNYy SFOK 20KSNRa yl Y
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unnecessary violence and suicide. Adult formation. Many groups remarked that Catholics can be
uneducated in faith matters and short on Biblical knowledge. Tlemn®t enough encouragement

FYR SYLKI&aAa 2y F2N¥YIFGA2Y D aSRAIF® {2YS LIS2L)X S TS
some issues and has lost touch with society. Teenagers remarked that on social media the Church

can come across as too serious or eventilmdMlisconceptions about Catholicism are common

outside the Catholic community. Not open to the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is not given enough emphasis

in the lives of many Catholics. Mission. We do worry about lapsed Catholics, especially in our

families.

What are your dreams for the church?:

What are our dreams for the Church? A full Church. We dream that all Masses will be full of families.
The Church would be a beacon. It would be so amazing that people will be drawn to it. We need an
even better welcme. Hospitality and music (a wider variety of music, perhaps to reflect the

different countries of the members) to draw peoplegmaybe miniretreats. Clergy. More priests!
Priests should choose to be married or celibate. Compulsory celibacy was irgchdacit could be
reversed. This would bring more priests who understand more about family life and relationships.
Laity. The laity need to really commit to the Church. More important roles for laity to support clergy.
Many priests need to delegate andr=ult people more. Priests need more support. Women. All

adult groups felt that the Church needs to give women more important roles. We need to bring back
women deacons as described in the early church Most people would be happy with that. For women
to beable to preach and be represented in the clergy. Women could do baptisms and have more
spiritual leadership in the parish. Some groups dreamed of having women priests. Building
community. We need to make more opportunities after or outside Mass for petopieeet. House
groups. Small groups to get together for a meal, prayer, bible study. More Parish events as well as
events to connect with local community. Family Life. The Church should have a more merciful
approach to divorcees who wish to practice thiith. Rules and regulations need to be looked into

¢ are they from God or men? More involvement to help married couples establish their marriage.
Training for counsellors to help families before they struggle too much. Children. To find ways for
our childen to be actively engaged in the churgkomehow make it more relevant to thegkeep

them interested. We should seek help with this. Listening to children. Give them a voice. For our
schools to actively promote the Catholic way of life and spirituglésducation in the deeper things.

To evangelise families who come forward for sacramental preparation. The Youth synod meeting
asked for a youth group with some spiritual content Ecumenism. We would like the Christian
Churches to be united so we can havety of fellowship. Ongoing Formation Encourage people to
invest more time in learning about their faith. Bishop visits Bishops should visit parishes more often
YR GKSNB aK2dzZ R 6S Y2NB 2LIRNIdzyAdASa dy2 3IABS 7
Spirit. The Church needs to be Holy Spirit led. Like the synod. We want a movement of the Spirit.
More public devotions to the Holy Spirit could be developed. Image The image of the Church needs
to change so that we are known as a Church of love anejpgacce (not full of rulesa thing to fear)

We need to be innovative in the way we engage with social media, letting people know what we do
well, as well as better communicating the Good News. The Church needs to find its voice in the
world, to influencesocietal change, speak out more against corruption. Mission on the streets. All of
us need to be involved in mission outside the church building. There are opportunities to witness for
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us and to show society the wayn our families, in church, in school.
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Our Lady of Walsingham, Corby
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions?

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?
NA-BARY QG 3SG (2 GKAA ljdzSaldArzyo

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing®thing well?

Pastoralk; brings people together. Knights of St Colungl@NJ G SNy A G e X &2 dzQNB y2i |
together. Feels worldwide the Mass is the same everywhere you go in the world, locals have

always been welcoming. Commungyrings youa connection to home. Gives a good grounding

IADPSE @2dz WNMz S&aQ F2NIfAFSP t NASada aLlSriAy3a FNR
Traditional rituals like funerals. We can be a source of comfort for@athmolics through our prayer

and onversation.

What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well?

Communication between churches locally and globally could be better. Church could be kinder to
divorcee;SALISOA LTt @ Ay OF aSa ¢ KS NBving ddnbsBcabuseylack | dzf
of access to communion for people who otherwise do great service to the church, affecting
3SydzaySte RS@2dzi /I GK2tA0ad ! GGAGdZRS G261 NRa LIS?2
lapsed Catholics could be better. letpast and maybe currently people are afraid to come back to

the Church because of chastising words of a priest one time. Should have dealt with priest abuse of
vulnerable much better over the years and should continue getting better. Priests shouldwedl

to get marriedg not scripture based, mamade rule, they would be a good example of

marriage/family life.

What is your dream for the Church?
Priests getting married. More things to get young people involved.
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Sacred Heart Leighton Buzzard
Proces Used:

Introduction 7 meetings were held and the attendance overall was 50 which is 15% of regular Mass
attendees. Meetings were arranged to accommodate as many parishioners as possible, including
weekday evenings and weekends. Facilitators and notertalook general notes and themes from
each session with the same questions being put to each group who attended. Notes were then
compiled and collated; the following (with the exception of question 4) presents common themes
collected by the facilitatorsrad note takers and also less common responses: the notes below are a
summarised version of the extensive discussions that were held at each meeting.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Q1. What is it like being a Catholic today? Common respohseags structure to life, meaning to

life, community, basis of all | do, gives me a sense of values according to which | act, making me
other-centred, a way of seeing the world, way of meeting/speaking with God. Provides a support

system, asocial setting, IdzA RS 2y fAFSQa LI GKglex | LIXIFOS ¥F2N
belong, an anchor in troubled times. Less common responses: a privilege, a structure during

lockdowng something to hold on to when all else was very different. | just love keei@gtholic.

Eucharistic; real presence, like a kiss from Jesus. Following Jesus along the road, participating in

the new path of the Church. It is the Church/faith that goes right back to the apostles.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

Q2. What are your experiences of the Church domg somethlng well? Common responses: Ilturgy and

OSt SONI A2yas Ay@2ft @dSYSyidiz oNARYy3IAYy3I FlLYAfASA (23
with common aim/values supporting and building Churcippartive priest(s) who make a

difference, constancy of the Sacraments, a place where we meet the Lord. Helping the poor, social

action locally and worlavide, sense of mission. Welcoming and sociabglityis a very welcoming

and supportive parish. We awery fortunate in our priest and deacon. Less common responses:

powerful withess of those who give their lives for the faith, bringing people back to their faith,

working with other denominations and faiths, tolerance/acceptance of difference, inclidass
canbefoundworld ARS |yR Aad lftgleéa O2yaidlydod / KdZNODK WK?2f
Resilience in face of opposition/disregard.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Q3. What are your experiences of the Church when thivey® not gone so well? Common

responses: not bringing children to their faith, letting the faithful of all ages slip away. Children and
young people exiting from church life. Being over institutional, clergy who are not inclusive, not
person centred who i@ authoritarian. Women undervalued in the Church. Abuse and eoper

scandal. Decline in numbers. General Absolution not offered even at specific times of the year, such
as at Easter. Less common responses: the Church is too traditional, takes thetgafelmavs to

secular world, afraid to say what it thinks on controversial issues. Bishops are remote from the
parishioners. Being over institutional; clergy who are not inclusive, contralliaity need to be

more involved in the running of a parish.eT@hurch needs to work in partnership more with other

/| KNAaAGAlIyad 2SS R2y Qi KIF@Sk3aASYSNI S LI dairzy F2NJ 2
its values are an ideal that we cannot live up to, e.g. teachings on contraception.

What are yourdreams for the church?:

Q4. What are our dreams for the Church? Responses: a Church that-imeneeoutgoing,

enthusiastic, welcoming and inclusive. Less rigid, more honest and open to change. Inclusive of all,
regardless of difference. Ecumenism madalréike a family that grows and flourishes. Lots of
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young people and familiesour future. An increase of vocations to priesthood and religious life,
including married men and women deacons and priests. Masses for children. Churches that are full

of faithful, vigorous, enthusiastic believers who want to be there. Establishing faith groups in the
parish.
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Sacred Heart of Jesus, Luton

Process Used:

On Sunday 6 March, parishioners at the tea/coffee session after the 11.00am Mass, filled out their
considered responses to the Synod questions. Some participants worked together as a group, others
gave individual responses, 9 sets of responses in total. Below are the collated results.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
w . SAy3 | /ifedl I&védtmcmgh Yeing pad of my church family, but also part of the

bigger, worldg A RS OK dzND K ?IYAfe w 9OSNEBIKAY3 Ay Yeé tATS
fATS OK2A0Sa KIS 0SSy IdzARSR oe@ b&'lmglrﬁlto?agré’atw SAy
O0A3 [/ KdZNDODK FlFYAfE w aé FlIAIK KSftLEA YS (G2 06S02YS
YShya O2YYAGYSyd G2 LINIOGAOAY3I Y& FLAGK w ad FIA
My Catholic faith gives meaningtomy lifey R I aSyasS 2F ¢Sttt o0SAy3a | yR 2
O2YYdzyAilié dzyAlGSR Ay F2tft26Ay3 GKS (SIHOKAY3a 2F [/ K

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

w /[ TGK2ft A0 SRdzOF GA2Y 2F 2dzNJ @ 2dyAS LISRAI BENIAYEANAK
¢CKS YlIye /I GK2f A0 OKINARGASAE FYR GKS gl & GKS& LINB
/I FTGK2ftAO OKFENARGASEA A& F@FAtlroftS G2 Fff NBIIFNRESE
O2YYdzy A i A Sa beingthelgieat fardily af God,Xkifd and generous, coming together to

KStLI SIFOK 2G4KSNJAY (GAYSa 2F (NRBdzotS YR YySSR w w
08 (KS LINAREAK o0{+tk/ I GSyAlya SGi00 w tN}&SN INPdzL

Experiences oWhen things have not gone so well:

w /FTiGK2ft A0 SRdzOF GA2yH ¢KS G4SIFOKAYy3a 2F FIFHAGK 0S5S02
AY AyaltAattAyd FEAGK AYy GKSANI OKAft RNBY w t22N) O2Y
who have had tetop coming to Mass because of age or infirmity, especially those who used to

FGGSYR aladaa RIFEAfe w ¢K2a$S (GAYSa 6KSy LIS2LX S FTAYR
adzZLILR2 NI GKS@ ySSR FTNRY GKSANI LI NA adingdandwdzy A 18 w
gl e @GAOUGAYEA 6SNBklINBK ¢NBFISR w tFISNYyFtAaY Ay
w LyGd2t SNryOS 2F 20KSNJ FFHAGKAY [D. ¢v O2YYdzyride «

What are your dreams for the church?:

w ¢2 0SS | f20A YeEhNeromedMﬂﬁﬂKespéd{eﬁ Wifatevierfthieir rdc&social

Of FaakTFHrAUKkSIO w ¢ 2 0S | [/ KdZNOK O2YYdzyAade GKI G
YENBAYlFIfAASR w ¢2 0SS FIAOGKTFdA G2 GKS (SFOKAy3 27
the prodigals K I @S | LJNEE]NJY S 2 NEFOKAyYy3 2dzi G2 GK2as$s
/| KdzZNOK YI& 6S NBIFINRSR Fa | a2N}Xft !'dzikKk2a2NAGe Ay
SyO2dzN} 38 Y2NB YdAAOALFYE | yR Y2 N modgras® LI NI A OA L

Sacred heart of Jesus, Luton
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Sacred Heart and Weston Favell, Northampton
What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions?

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?

l g NBySaa 2F D2RQa t20S 4AGKAY dzad
Education know God, who is alive and love & serve God and increase the desire to know him
better.

Forgiveness; care of others and united in the Holy Spirit.

The Church is my life.

| can go to Mass in any country and feel at home.

The Eucharist is versnportant in my life.

To be part of the Body of Christ.

My moral compass.

Comfort in times of difficulty.

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well?
Making people feel welcome at Mass and prayer groups.

The involvement of the Igy.

Dedication of the clergy.

Masses throughout the week.

Community work in prisons, hospitals and schools.

Providing missionary care and aid to charities, such as CAFOD and food banks.
Contact with those in needthe sick, the dying and the provisiontbe Sacraments.
Pilgrimages.

The use of religious ceremony.

Parish is an oasis of peace and calm.

Helping families at special timebsaptism, first communion, marriage, funerals.
The SVP.

What are some of your experiences of when things have not gepnavell?

Lack of continuing adult formation.

Engaging with the LGBT community.

Caring for the divorced and rematrried.

Poor quality of education, both general and religious, in many of our Catholic schools.
There is a danger that we can stick too rigidlytte rules and risk becoming pharisaical.

What is your dream for the Church?

A missionary church. Inspiring laity to lead more in the wider community.

That the young will keep attending Mass which they can find boring. Sustain the commitment made
by childen and parents in the Sacraments of Initiation so that they continue to be involved in parish
life.

Greater use of the Sacrament of Penance.

Every parish to have a wide variety of music to cater for all.

Increase in vocationsimprove our outreach to thgoung.

Reaching out to other Christians and those of other faiths. Working with them on local social
projects.
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St Alban's R.C. Parish, Winslow
Process Used:

Version 2: 24 Feb 22 Our parish is mainly retired people with a few younger adults/paments a
school children. Three zoom sessions and one physical meeting took place with-twenty
contributors, seven questionnaires were returned and three individual conversations took place.
This feedback is taken from the notes of two gracious listenersfinatised by a small parish group.
We have highlighted the main themes under each of the four Diocesan questions as bullet points
and included some direct quotes underneath these.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Most of our contributors werdorought up within large parishes with active communities and

several Priests. Growing up in this environment had been a route through to cultural and often
lifelong adherence to Catholicism and had been extremely important for their journey in faith. All
felt sadness at the decline of the church and communities once experienced, in particular for young
people and the effect this has on the church today. Living with God each day As a catholic | value
the Eucharist and regular access to the Sacraments eTinenuniversality of the church provides
stability and unity We have the scriptures and Angels and Saints as role models Faith gives me the
answers to most questions in life both on a spiritual and emotional level Being a Catholic means
following a way bolife where | can show kindness, forgiveness, understanding, tolerance and
encouragement to others Shared Values with other Christians.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

w t2LIS CNIXyOAa Aa FSta G2 o0 JlomNSSUesiandoReNEpBakst A 3 dzNB
2dzi F2NJ GKS YIFINBHAYlIfA&ESR® t2LJS CNIyOAa A& | 3INBL
well to the immediate problem of the Covid pandemic, People felt gratitude and thought it

contributed to a feeling of togettraess with other Catholics; Response to Covid well handled with
2YyfAYS YIraaQazr LIN})@SNAR FyR LINF &SN ANRdzZLJAEX NRal NE
available as meeting point for Catholics. Sharing Churches with other denominations carthelp

costs and maintenance. | can go into a church and feel close and talk to God You can go to Mass
anywhere in the world and feel at home. It is humbling but amazing to realise there are Catholics

It 20kt te F2ftf26Ay 3 (K Scaribe tésouicHdf Bomidrhadd/vasdomal dza ©@
remember, priests would come to the house, and were part of community/society. Weekly Mass

sheets provided underpin comprehension. Social Justice and teackiegchurch gets it right by

looking after the poor ad needy. The work of Nuns and Monks with children, families and the poor

all around the world. Catholic Schools stand out as achieving better academic outcomes. The

/I FTOK2ft A0 O2YYdzyAdeé LQY Ay Aa 3INBlLGD

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

wContinuing experiences of strict rules and attitudes of Clergy clashes with differing lifestyles and

modern cultures: Lots of rules and regulatianis feels it would be easier to be a non Catholic

Christian at times. Burden of guilt is hard to shaketoff | Rdzft § t AFS® w Ly dSNLINBI
are not made clear for all: Very little said by clergy or hierarchy when the Prime Minister got married

AY F /FiK2ft A0 OKdZINODK w /2y GAydziy3a €101 2F G2t SN
and others groups: Church will not bend and should be more flexible especially for those wishing to

0S FdzZt YSYOSNE 2F GKS OKdz2NOK | yR NBOSA@S GKS al
culture, identity and modern attitudes with a perception thatu@ch guidance is out dated: Now

consider myself as a Christian first, then a Catholic | love Mass, but more and more | feel less of a
Catholic, but just a Christian We use the concept of reconciliation and forgiveness, but where does

this connecttocol®A Sy OS & ARSYGAFASR Ay A0y HK w ! {
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Abuse and way complaints have been handled over many years yet still happening: There is a lack of
understanding about the causes and situations that can lead to abuseclCsloould be more

transparent. Covering up serious problems. Reputation of church is upheld rather than of suffering

2T @QGAOGAYA 5Fy3SNI 2F &ALIANARGdzrf F0dz2aS w ¢KS {e&y2
listening processes inviting reflectionédhonesty between individuals, parish or dioceses. There

also appears very little communication about joining up parishes and resources to facilitate

supporting each other, this could help build on local strengths and help areas of weakness. For
exampleour parish of St Albans has great strength of community spirit; a weak area is that we have
few young people with none attending Catholic Schools so there is little opportunity for them to

meet other young Catholics. More synods to help enhance our faithvé® do more together, not

2yte A0GK 20KSNJ/ KNRaAGAFIya odzi | ONRP&aa LI NRAK ©
| SFGAYy3a Ay OKdzZNODK Aa GSNNARoftSX L FY |fglea FNR
O2yySOGA2Y @A 0K urgyhs porNiiyelated oKy td dreltiBrysm &ot refiedling
Y2RSNY GKSYSa FyR (y2¢6ftSR3IS 2A0KAY Y& 3ISYySNIGAzy
/| KNAAGAlIyasY /1 GK2EA0&a YR !'yaftA0lyadad w ¢KS OKdzNE
church teachig and the ability to relate this to the world and the times we live in. Population these

days are generally better educated yet, in some ways, NOT educated in way of faith. Role of catholic
schools could be extended? Do they prepare pupils enough? Howesgtain the meaning of

¢NF yadzoaldlyadAalFdAzy G2 2G0KSNBK w DNBFGSNI AyaLANI i
feels distant from me, | had to work really hard to connect and retain connection: Latin is part of our

history Latin is no loray learnt so is like a foreign language to newcomers Liturgy should always be
FLILINRLINRFGS (2 GK2&aS AY FTGUGSYRFYOS hdzNJt F NRAKY «
AY Fy 1yatA0ly [/ KdNOK® ¢2 &a2YS GimdlyatoRmatéda y23G FSS
guest. Decreased services and diminished facilities are most keenly felt, also the erosion of

meaningful things giving substance. For example: individual death/baptism/confirmation dedications

at mass and celebrating personal anniverssr Some worried that traditions lost due to the

pandemic such as, wine for Laity, the sign of peace, the offertory procession, the use of servers and
blessing those not able to receive the Eucharist, might not return. This would leave them feeling

even kss involved. | hope that our parish of St Albans carries on. Can we have a mass dedication

0221 0601601 w az2aidi NBO23IyAaSR (GKS NBAGNROGSR 2 LI N
living in the Parish, perhaps having a another job. This leaddack of opportunity to talk and also

to a loss of personal connection, restricting the formation of good partnerships: Miss having a priest

to be able to talk to Feel like | am losing my faith and there is no encouragement Some housebound
people receie the Eucharist from a lay person but may not have seen a priest for years. Leadership

jdzt t AGASE FINB ySSRSR® X tI NAakKSa @I NE odzi R2 4SS
LINASada (2 LI NARaAaKSa Ay 2 NRSNJtieespirfualfeadera WS f 2 Ol f
could benefit by knowledge gained from other religions and their leaders.

f
y

What are your dreams for the church?:

Df 20Ff {ONHZOGdz2NBEY w ¢KSNB gta || O2yaSyadza OGKIFG G
to establish fever layers of hierarchy. People expressed reticence at confiding in the clergy due to

individual experiences of the clergy giving different interpretations. The church needs wider horizons

and a shared vision of worship rather than rigid structures. | wishS Of SNH& G2 Gl f1 @2
w ¢KS gAaK F2NI F2NHAQGSYSaa YR NBO2YyOAfALFIGA2Y 4t
those who are divorced, remarried people and the LGBTQ community with more thought on how to

include those who artapsed. All should be fully welcomed, Most yearned for a more God centred

F LILINRF OK 2KFG A& OOSLIiIFotS (2 D2R 6AGKAY GKS O2
GAGK ff ¢KS w2fS 2F 22YSyyY w !ff SEHBMNBEESR FSKS
Equally, women should have stronger roles in the Church such as Priests and Deacons. Several

expressed personal experience of how positive the Ordination of women had been within the
Ly3tAOLY [/ 2YYdzyA2y ® LiGQa @A G lofin thedistant fulufe YT & K 2 dzf R
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would bring a new perspective to the spiritual life of the church. A stronger role for the laity

particularly women should be rexamined, culture may have excluded them in the past. Women

have so much to offer Christan Wine Y «w / KNRAGAL Y | yAde gl a I A0GNRY:
respect other religions and have more joint services at both a local and global level, giving more

opportunity for the laity to share and have greater dialogue with other Christian groups aaswell

other religions. | would like Christians to support each other as an important part of Christian unity.

9y O02dzNI IAYy 3 | 2dzy3 tS2LX SY w ¢KS f2aa 2F &2dzy3 LIS
a big issue, most thought they would continudheir faith or come back to it if it were more

relevant, interesting and more dynamic. A liturgy more relevant to modern life would be appealing;

many felt their children switched off during services. Most would like to have more up to date role

models anl a greater knowledge of recent Saints. We need a greater range of activities for younger

children, ask them what they would like and think more about what they need. Encourage and

involve young people and understand the issues they face in the moderd.waéfé need to

modernise how the essential message is delivered, make it more fun and more interactive, without
changing it My parish is a bit dead, there is not a lot for teenagers like me Our Parish and the way

S 62NBRKALY w LG elogaltyraNildepthbflifegling ofitle cangrégdiondf Sti K

Albans Parish. We look for leadership to enhance arehergise our congregation in this growing

thriving town. People want to pray for their own sharing joys and sorrows at mass in an informed

way.w / 2YGNROdzi2NE 6SNB | LIWIINBOAIFGAGS GKIFIG GKS LI yF
opportunities for prayer and services; they feel committed to using these more in the future. It was

accepted that not everyone would be able to access in this way anddesable thought needs to

go into how to include the vulnerable and housebound. More opportunity is requested for

opportunities for study and prayer. Can we have more opportunity for prayer and study through

perhaps sharing with other parishes. The SynadaldzNly S8 Y w ¢KSNB gt a | FSNIC
synod process will not just be a one off that it will continue or be repeated in some way. Some

expressed frustration at whether the laity will be heard. Although some felt negative about the

future, others, kased on the shared experience of this Synodal process, felt an opportunity to
AYOAIAZ2NI GS 2dzNJ t I NAAK o0& | RRNBaaAy3d GKS FNBlFa RA
many dream of a church that is inclusive and reflects modern life, notiotihe West, but also

across the world. One which allows people to live life, as Christ would wish them to. | want the

OKdzNOK (2 NBTfSOG YR I RRNBPaa (GKS NBFftAdGe 2F LIS?2
complacency is a stumbling block. There trhesa cessation of the inward looking culture.
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{4 '"ARIFIyQas [AGGES [/ KFEEF2yd YR hdzNJ [ | R& ¢

The comments contained in this response are drawn from the various parish meetings which have

taken place within the communitiesof StA Rl ya Q> [AGGE S [/ KFE F2yd FyR had
They also contain the input of Deacon David Curtis and have been reviewed by Fr Roy Karakkattu

and Brian Gallagher who helped gather the Parish feedback.

The Mass

The continuity and the universality of the Mass were seen as very important, giving people a sense
of their place in the ongoing life of the Church and bringing them closer to their Catholic brothers
and sisters around the world. The local community oEMgoers was described as a family giving
unconditional love and support to any of its members.

Concern was expressed at the reduction in Mass attendance that has been occurring over the last 20
years and has been more recently worsened by the Covidgrait. The particular reduction in
attendance amongst teenagers, young adults and families with children of all ages was noted with
sadness and alarm was expressed as to what this will mean for Mass attendance in years to come.

Views were expressed abowhat the Church might do to reverse this trend. These included:

1 More music and singing in Mass.
9 Shorter Masses as children find it difficult to concentrate for more than 45 minutes after
which time parents need to focus more on their children than o= Mass.
1 a2NB FNBI|jdzSyid OKAfRNByQa Yl aasSa gAiGK OKAf RNEB
f !' NB3IdzZ I NJ OKAf RNByQa fAddz2NHe Rdz2NAy3 al aa (G2

the readings and prayers and to allow their parents to focus fully on thesMa
1 Rethink Mass times. It is not helpful to have two churches which are close together offering
Mass at the same or very similar times. Equally there is a need to understand what Mass
times would attract more families or young people. Some parentgHatta 4pm Sunday
Mass would be very helpful.
9 Concerns that the Latin Mass at Chesham Bois restricts our Parish mass times and
FNHZAGNI GA2y GKIG . A&aK2L) 5F AR Kla y204 F2fft20
authoritatively.

Priestly Formation

Sadness and concern were expressed about the falling number of Priests and the impact that this
may have on the frequency and location of Masses in the future. Concern was also expressed that
the requirement for celibacy is attracting the wrong type of nterthe priesthood. In addition, the
model of individual priests living alone and with relatively little support from their diocese was
thought to be unhelpful. There was almost unanimous agreement that the Church should allow
married priests with veryeiw understanding or accepting the arguments given by the Church against
such a move. This lack of understanding is heightened by the full acceptance of married Anglican
Priests into the Church. A common suggestion was that Permanent Deacons could bededai
priests.

In all our discussions there was continued sadness, hurt and anger over the child sex abuse cases in

the Church. Whilst clearly hating the sins of those involved a significant part of the anger was
addressed at the Church itself for itagt and continuing failure to openly and honestly address
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these issues. People did not want to be part of a Church where protecting and sheltering priests and
nuns who have committed these crimes is considered more important than openness, honesty and
real care for the victims. This issue is more important than the Church seems to realise and is a
continuing source of pain and frustration for many active Mass goers.

Concern was expressed that the formation program for Priests is not adequately prettemingdor

Parish life. Priests are leaving seminaries not properly equipped to cope with the demands of Parish
life. There often seems to be a lack of compassion and mercy in their response to the challenges
faced by parishioners in their journey throulife. Some thought that Priests needed to have more
experience of life before starting their formation, others thought that the formation program

needed to focus more on the practical aspects of being a Parish priest. With the shortage of Priests
there ismuch less scope for mentoring from experienced parish Priests and so these aspects of the
formation programme take on increased importance.

CatholicEducation

There was extensive support and praise for the local Catholic primary school. Hegag@atholic
primary school was very much appreciated and seen as an important factor in the high numbers of
children joining the First Holy Communion preparation courses. Parents were sad that there is no
local Catholic secondary school which could lddier children through a very challenging phase of
their development and provide a strong foundation for their faith journey and their continued active
engagement with the Church.

It was suggested that stronger links between Parishes and schools wdpltbleraw lapsed

parents back to the Church and a more active participation in Parish life. This would also offer
stronger support communities for parents. Extending and developing Catholic education through
more and bigger Catholic schools was seenwtahpart of reevangelising the families and children
who no longer attend Mass regularly. A pushback on this and other initiatives might be cost but the
Church is perceived as hugely wealthy organisation which is failing to apply its resources tioegrow
Church or to aid those in our communities in real need.

¢ KS / KpiebEhck @ the community

With the diminishing number of people attending Mass any initiatives tend to rely on support from
the same parishioners. Fatigue, increasing age ahdratemands on their time limit how active the
Church community can be. Consequently, It was felt that local Catholic communities were becoming
too insular and inward looking.

A more active and visible engagement with local communities and the issuehaltehges facing

them and the world more generally was felt important to both publicise the work that the Catholic
church already sponsors and supports and to encourage greater and more active participation
amongst Catholics who have ceased to regulathma Mass. Catholic Social Teaching (CST) was

seen as a very powerful basis for engaging all ages, but particularly teenagers and young adults. It
has, perhaps, been forgotten by many that being a Catholic means more than simply attending Mass
once a we&. Through greater knowledge of CST and creating more opportunities to put it into
practice at a local level we can show that the Catholic community is actively engaged in addressing
the issues that really matter to individuals and communities. Thisttiict back those who want

to be part of a community which is actively doing good in the world.
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Even in our most prosperous Parishes there are those being left behind, those who have to rely on
food banks or paylay loans to survive. Surely the greasources of the Church could be brought to
bear much more actively and effectively to help the poor and disadvantaged in our Parishes and
Diocese. The idea of offering an alternative source of steorh financial assistance to counter the
reliance on py-day loans with their criminal rates of interest is something that we could explore
through the establishment of a Catholic Credit Union. This would also allow more wealthy
individuals and Parishes to support those from less affluent parts of the [Rioces

Reestablishing Parish social life

It is vital to reestablish and extend Parish social activities as we emerge from the pandemic. Many

groups including the old, lonely, the worried and young parents would find it very helpful to have
opportunities b share experiences and seek mutual help and advice. For example, we could
SadlrotAakK a¢SI FyR OKF{d¢ 3INRdIzZIAZEI 4.l o6& |yR (2RRf
Youth social action groups. Mutual support and help were seen as important attribitiesving

Parishes but we need to facilitate these opportunities and give them time to get established. It is

also important that Parishes are prepared to invest time and money in such activities.

Other purely social activities like garden parties zquights, Parish lunches and coffee after Mass

offer a chance for people to restablish their links with other members of the community and can
also give opportunities for fund raising for good causes or local initiatives.
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St Anne's Wendover

ProcesdJsed:

People really appreciated the opportunity to come together and talk. A very rare opportunity to
open up big themes around how their religion impacts their lives, their hopes and dreams, speak
about wounds.

The spiritual conversation process has beesfound.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Belonging to a global community.

Feeling of being special.

Sensitivities to the ecumenical dimension of our community which is enriching.

The community is a place we can bring our sadness and joy.

Feeling that it is part of the core of our identity. It defines the way we live and gives a richness to
our lives beyond words.

The importance of the Eucharist which is at the core. It gives an inner sense of never being alone and
a feeling of love, safgtand security with a God who loves.

Being grateful to have models such as parents on whom to base our faith from an early age.
Teaching and Scripture to fall back on.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

Being a strong, loving community, fugstive of one another and open to new people. It provides
spiritual and practical support.

Greeting and welcome is vital for creating a sense of community that is familiar and friendly.
The teaching of the churahespecially Vatican Il

SVP and other chigable outreach.

Bereavement support, particularly through the liturgies.

Sustaining the congregation as a +1 church as parishes and clergy change.

Music enriches our community.

Inter-church worship e.g. shared space with Free Church in Wendover whérélitistand worship
are supported by both communities.

The universality of the Church is a constMudss is the same all over the world. People come
together to celebrate the Eucharist.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Poor communicatin both among Catholics and with ndatholics.

Language can be old fashioned and exclusive.

Covering clergy abuse instead of being open and dealing with it.

Lack of support and training for priests, no community for them. Not to have to live alone,r® alo

Ay GKSANI YAYA&EGNE® ¢NIAYyAy3 ySSRa (2 68 Y2NB LN
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We do not harness the gifts of young people.
The church does not welcome everyone and is judgemental, eg divorced, LGBT

What are your dreams for the church?:
To continue to have Scripture based conversations about our faith.
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We need the tools tgo out to people.

Improved communication and organisation

Continue work of Vatican Il, which was a breath of fresh air

Greater continuity when reaching out to people to create communities.

Address the shortage of priests by allowing married priests.

Priess should live in communities for practical and mental/emotional support.
22YSyQa AAFla akKz2dzZ R 6S dzaSR FyR | LIIINBOAFGSR®
Gossip about priests, the homeless and marginalised shouldtsgypshould be cared for by the
Church.

Join together with othechurches.

Support pralife issues and communicate with the wider world more often.

Create more opportunities for parish discussions, spiritual growth and prayer.

Keep talking

Build on the creation of the Church being a listening Church and empoweringitthe |

Not making it difficult for people with families to come to come to Church.
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St Anthony of Padua, Farnham Royal, Slough
Process Used:

During the month of January 2022, a number of synod conversations were held with parishioners to
d4SS1 GKSANI FSSRol Ol 2y GKS F2dz2NJ 1Seé [jdzSatrzyad 2
response to the Diocese for Synod 2€123. In total 22 sesson were offered, including two online
sessions and two in the neighbouring Catholic Primary School, one was specifically offered to
parents of children preparing for their First Holy Communion and one for young people. In all 52
adults and young peopldgtanded. Meetings were held on weekdays and at weekends, day time and
evening to ensure as wider cross section of people as possible were able to contribute their views to
the process. In addition, a questionnaire was offered for people to record theusviewriting. We
received three responses to this questionnaire of which two were from parishioners who had
already attended one of the Parish meetings. These have also been included in this summary. In
addition we received one Letter in Response to tla¢hGlic Church Synod, which, with permission,

we have appended in its entirety.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

Joys of being a Catholic Personal: The joys of being a Catholic were generally expressed within the
context of faith, specificallyknowing that God is with you at all times; a feeling of inner peace;

prayer; the teachings of Jesus and celebrating these through the sacrifice of the Mass; the

Sacraments; devotion to Our Lady; and particularly the worldwide celebrations of Easter and

Christmas. Many commented that their faith brings structure to their lives. It was also important to

people that they feel part of a Christian Family, both locally and globally and that the Church

provides them with guidance to live by and a Creed thatatholics share. The example of the

Saints and Martyrs and other holy men and women through the years and the history of the faith

were clearly very important to many people. A number of young people expressed their joy at

knowing Christ in their lives arigding with Him day by day. Locat: S2 L SQa 22& Ay {do |
Ay GKS YSSiAy3a 2F FTNASYRa il / KdzZNODKzZ FyR (GKS aSy
t S2LX S y20SR (KS AYLERNIFIYyOS 2F GKS T &bhhadof3a 2 0 S
being close to God when they were there. The peace and quiet of the Church was also commented

on, as was the variety of opportunities provided to connect with God and provide a focus for life.

Some commented on the privilege of being able to sahe Parish community. Others commented

on the joy they felt from music within the Mass and other celebrations. Being able to send your
OKAfRNBY (2 /FTGK2fAO {OK22fa ¢la |faz2z asSsSy I a LR
that they were partof a worldwide community encompassing all nationalities. Pope Francis was

seen by some as embracing this. He was described by one respondent as humble and charismatic

and his leadership on climate change was of particular note. Difficulties and chaltdrigging a

Catholic Personal: The personal difficulties and challenges of being a Catholic were identified by

LJIS2LJX S Fa adreAy3d FILAGKTFdzZ +FyR LINRPOfIFAYAYy3d / KNR A
explain to norCatholic friends why the Chdrdas the policies that it currently has and personal

struggles with accepting certain aspects of the received faith, such as its teaching on birth control

and divorce. Many commented that it was challenging to bring up children in the Catholic Faith

within the context of the modern world and make them go to Mass. One adult commented that

Mass can be monotonous. Many commented on feelings of guilt when they did not meet the

exacting standards of the Church. Others said that they found it challenging toogmfession in

the traditional way but preferred a Service of Reconciliation which was less formal. Local: In relation

to getting involved in the local church, many commented that the same people doing everything in

the same ways for years makes it difficfor new people who want to help, to get involved or to

bring in any fresh ideas. It was also noted that some Clergy have been perceived to be difficult or to

have behaved in an unacceptable way and that there are no systems in place for this totbe deal

'.F
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with. There were other comments that there seemed to be inconsistencies in the interpretation of
scripture and Church teaching from priest to priest. A number of regular-gl@ss commented

that the local Church had been significantly impacted by th¥I0Q9 virus and that a number of
previous regular attenders have stopped coming to Church. One person commented that they found
it hard to focus when the Church was not quiet during Mass. Global: The overwhelming response to
the challenges of being a Caitlt globally was the perception that the Catholic faith is diminishing.
Some felt that the Church has become too political. Many commented that it is not seen to use its
substantial funds to make a difference to people all over the world. A number afimesp also
commented on what they consider to be outdated policies of the Church, particularly in relation to
divorce, gender inequality, and the treatment of LGBTQ+ people. People also felt that there was a do
as | say, not as | do attitude from the hieghy of the Church and that the contribution made by the
laity was not properly recognised by higher authorities in the Church. There was also a perception
that priests and others within the hierarchy showed a lack of faith. Most responders felt that the
Church is in need of reform in order to remain relevant in the modern world and needs to be seen to
be a force for good in every community. A small number commented that the restrictions on the use
of the traditional Latin Mass and that the decision to tsfar Holy Days to Sundays were regrettable.
Others commented that they felt that not everyone understands that Catholicism is part of
Christianity or what is the same and different between Catholics and other Christians.

Experiences of the Church doingmething well:

[20FfY [20Fftfe& Ylye 2F GKS NBaLRyRSNER FTStid OGKIG
priest who is always accessible and that every Mass is a good Mass. It was also noted how the
current priest cares about each individual kv holistic approach and that he includes all

parishioners in decisions to be made and makes the whole church feel involved. Many commented
on how well the priest conducts baptisms, confirmations, funerals etc. Many people including, one
of the young peofe who participated, commented on how helpful they find the preaching after the
Gospel at Mass. A number of people commented that they greatly valued the monthly 24 hour
Adoration and Service of Benediction that has been recently introduced. Others Yoaed

appreciation of the availability of wealkay Mass, Rosary and prayer groups. Music was another

thing that was felt to be done well. People valued the diversity of the Parish community and felt that
it was representative of the local demographic. Akheveryone commented on how welcoming

FYR FTNASYRfe {0 !'yikK2yeQa Aa IyR (KIFIdG Ad LINRDARS
OSt SONI A2y 2F LI NRAKAZ2YSNDa oANIKRI&a g¢gla |faz
choice of Sunday Massavailable to attend were also highly regarded by most. Having young
readers in the Mass was also very well received. Others felt that at times, when there had been a
lack of clear leadership from the priest, the laity had been strong and proactive. Sommaented

that special events such as the Church fete had a strong community feel and all were encouraged to
participate in the various ministries within the Church. There were also remarks that the teaching of
children was good in the Church and in theea. The availability of online Mass via Zoom was also
seen to be helpful. Global: Globally, responders felt that the Church is good at celebrating the main
Christian Festivals and giving some clear messages that are globally respected and endure through
time. Televised messages and the availability of online Mass across the world was also felt to be a
strength. The ability to participate in and follow Mass wherever you are in the world, whether or not
you speak the language, was felt to be very posiliveas also noted by many that it is good to

have the Pope as a worslide leader who visits many different countries and that the Catholic

Church unites people of different nationalities in one focus of adoration and worship. There were
also comments thaPope Francis comes across as loving and understanding. People felt that the
Catholic Church has a good reputation for educating and creating opportunities across the world,
particularly in its missionary activity with schools, hospitals and through thi& eicCAFOD

worldwide. One group commented that on a global basis the Church tries to reach out to young
people. Some felt that the current structure of the Church is good.
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Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

Local: At a local level, respaers felt that more young people need to be encouraged to come to
Church and more parishioners need to be encouraged to get involved in charitable activities within
the local community. It was also felt that more could be done to make@attolics and non

practicing Catholics feel welcome at Mass. A lot of people commented on not knowing who to
approach if they have questions or want to become more involved and that it should be made

Of SINBNJ gK2 Ay {0 !'yiK2ye&Qa R2 Sarchdirfatcésdre toKS @A S g
always well managed and that not enough information is shared within the Parish regarding how the
finances are being spent. Responders also noted that building maintenance has not been managed
well in the past and that there are nehough groups in the Parish for supporting families, young
people or for studying the Bible. More teaching about the faith beyond sacramental preparation and
involvement of greater numbers of adult and child volunteers were also highlighted as areas for
development. It was suggested that the sound system in Church needs to be improved and that
within worship, some commented that hymn choices need to be more upbeat and inclusive to
encourage congregational singing. Many people commented on the lack of tpriision for

children during main Sunday Mass. It was noted that the Church website could do with some
improvement. There was also a comment that there are currently no set times for Confession which
they found unhelpful and that the 24 hour Adoratiomoaild be held on the first rather than second
CNARIE& 2F (KS Y2yGK® hiOKSNAR FStd GKIG {do ' yiK2Yy
there were difficulties with their Parish Priest and that he had just been moved on to another Parish.
Global: Someesponders felt that the Catholic Church has become afraid to speak out on global
issues, preferring instead to hold its counsel. It was also noted by many that the church has not
moved with the times in relation to a wide range of issuaamely supporfor the LGBTQ+

community, teaching on contraception and the ordination of married men and all women to the
priesthood. It was also felt that the Church does not do enough to encourage vocations to the
priesthood and to prepare seminarians for the reabfyParish life. Others commented that more

use could be made of the laity, particularly in situations where a Parish Priest cannot be found but
the Parish Community is vibrant. A number of people also commented on the perception that the
Church is very wdthy but not seen to share its wealth where it is most needed in the world. There
was particular concern that the Church is not tackling the challenges of homelessness at a global
level. There is a perception that funds of the Church are not properly ateddior. A small number

of people felt that new churches are not being built to display the beauty of God but rather to look
like modern unattractive buildings. In nearly every group at least one person commented that recent
scandals and covams had dinmished the moral authority of the Church. It was also felt that the
Church is not good at managing the media and particularly social media. It has been noted that there
has been pressure placed on certain enclosed orders of nuns to become more invdiveid liocal
communities and this is not always welcomed. An opinion was also expressed that the Church
should not change things said by previous popes and that some clergy have found themselves
victimised for speaking out.

What are your dreams for thelwrch?:

The overwhelming response for the dreams of the future of the Church was to see the Church family
increase with Churches filled with people of all ages and full of warmth, joy and hope. The Church

would be vibrant at all levels and a beacon oftlifgln the whole world, teaching and practising

/| KNAaAGQa YSaalr3asS 2F 23S FyR NBaLISOG F2NI Fff LIS2
included the need to make Church more attractive to children and to adults of all ages; to be a

strong mission Rurch; to attract more vocations to the priesthood including women and married

men; to be more transparent; to be more understanding and accepting. Following on from this, the

majority felt that in order to achieve these objectives, the Church will nedsetmme more up to

date and inclusive without losing sight of its traditions and core beliefs and that people will need to
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be encouraged to give more generously of their time and money to the work of the Church. Many

hoped for a unified Christian ChurchiinrK S Fdzi dzNBE® [ 20l f f &3 NBAaLRYRSNAQ
included well taught congregations, a strong mission focus for the church, retreats and Bible Study

groups and regular Parish meetings. Many also noted the need for the Church nationally ang globall

to continue to teach its core message with support and explanation, so as to not be taken out of

context and appear to be unduly judgmental. Many of the younger participants commented how

YdzOK G KS& gA&aK GKFEG {4 ! yiKratges@iomé. At fvds sugdesied @ & S E A
in one meeting that the Pastoral Council of Vatican Il be revoked, also that the third secret of Fatima

be fully revealed and that the Church should consecrate Russia at the request of Mary. Some

commented that their dreamvas for the return of Catholics who have left the faith and the

conversion of nofbelievers. In summary, this exercise has generated many positive ideas for how

the Church both locally and globally should move forward and a clear desire and commitnment fro

LI NAAKAZ2YSNB |G {d !'yikK2yeQa Ay {f2dAK (42 065 LI N

86



St Augustine's, Daventry

What was the process you used to help discern your responses to the Synod questions?

Below is an anonymous summary of the 21 paasérs of the Parish, including a member of

significant group of Polish parishioners, who have replied to my request for input. Initially a request
had been placed in the weekly Parish newsletter by Fr. James Cassidy, the Parish Priest on Nov.14th
and hasheen inserted each week for a number of weeks.

| agreed to a request from Fr. James to act as the recipient of any replies, which should be via email.
After 10 days or so | had had no replies so | advised Fr. James | that would solicit replies from 10 or
so parishioners | knew took an active part in the Parish and had eight replies after some prompting.

Following the responses | had received, | reported to the Parish Core group, which is Chaired by the
Parish priest with the assistant PP also attending. T& were impressed by the quality of the

replies and proposed that an attempt be made to engage more parishioners. Another member of
the group, John Peachy, agreed to help me progress this idea. As a result, all parishioners were
invited via the Parish wesletter with a

guestionnaire attached for them to return. This elicited only one reply. A meeting after Sunday Mass
was planned and one in the week with a time suitable for maybe younger people with children at
school.

At the Sunday meeting in the Paridlall, most people sat at various tables as usual for their
refreshments, so JP & | decided to go to them rather than waiting for them to come to us. We took
the question papers around to each table and remined them what it was about and asked if they
would like to answer the questions. We received 12 papers back, some were a summary of what 3 or
4 people on a table had discussed. An approach to our small off shoot church in the village of
Yelvertoft by David Wilson, had elicited 3 replies and the weekdssting just 1 reply.

Below is a summary of all these replies, in the order of the 3 questions the Diocese had set us. Some
of the responses were the similar so | have tried not to repeat them except where there is a different
emphasis.

What does it mearto you to be Catholic?

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well?

All responders clearly valued being members of the Church. They spoke of the value of the
opportunity to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist and theatitude for the physical presence

of a parish church, served by its priests and people. They also welcomed the opportunities for
support and friendship that a parish provides in good times and hard times, such as a bereavement.
There was a comment on thmpact of the Covid crisis on how beneficial it was to be able to watch
Mass online. This initially, was the only alternative to the suspended attending of Mass in person and
was invaluable! Some have continued to do this, and one respondent said grifvisryone is

different and they have to do what they have to do, but there is no substitute for going to Mass if

you can".

Having access to Mass online each day is, however, a great way to start the day and possibly brings
the Mass to people who would berwise not have it. Gradually, many churches have switched their
online forum off, but the Cathedral in Northampton seems to have set it up permanently. It's a

media outlet that we certainly hadn't previously used but, with today's technology, needsdo be

part of the whole gamut of communications.

The Parish should continue to try to gather parishioners for social events such teas after Masses and
also continue to attract young people to be part of Masses by doing their altar serving and involving
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them in the Mass. It should also continue catechism from early years and welcoming parents to

& dzLJLJ2 NI o

It is important that we continue to be a part of a strong church that at its heart it is centred on the

love of Christ and teaches His values. Another impréespect of the Church is that is not afraid to

speak out for the poor and underprivileged and on matters of social justice.

CKS / KdZNOKQA LINRPGAAAZ2Y 2F aOKz22fa FyR 9RdzOF(GA2Y
valuable assert for familieend society and should be maintained.

The diocese, and maybe some of the bigger parishes, should be accessible to the people to improve

and maintain good communications with diocese parishes and people. This process could be enabled

by having trained voliteers answer enquiries mainly phone and internet promptly.

Continue to provide a place for worship and contemplation. Teas and coffees after services to

encourage fellowship.

The church should remain open and stick to traditional Catholic hymns.

a A a a aharyyavQrk dialogue between all Christians, as well as other religions. Praying and

celebrating with other churches, encouraging Christianity.

Educating the children. Keeping the music.

Keep serving the community pastorally and spiritually. People anegetting their spirituality from

the Internet since Covid, which is detrimental to parish life.

Il I @S 22ftfeée KeYyad YR OKAfRNByQa fAldzZNHe@® LYLINRJS
aid.

Being sensitive to bereaved and the sick. showing hunnilitife way we treat everyone, especially

the poor, and marginalised. Administering the sacrament of the sick and dying.

Preach the word of God even if it conflicts with government law in the future.

EXIST. Church (as both: community of people and a bgjldhould exist in those both senses.

| 26 SOSN) dzy RSNRGFYRFOES Al Aa y20 NARIKIG G2 asStt a
church survive for a couple of years. For Catholics who come from abroad church is the place where

they find strengh, peace and consolation in prayer in front of God 3 (in a foreign land ) as well as

develop relationships with other people who share the same values. Church building is a special

place where people encounter God in a special waythe sacrament of Ebarist and can grow in

faith by sharing their spiritual experience with other people.

PRAY. Prayer is the main mission of the Church and we should never forget that. The less we pray

the deeper crisis the church has to go through. When the church stoppgeat dies. Priests should

encourage people to come to Mass during the week because this is how God bestows his blessing on

us. If people are told Mass is a great blessing (brings joy, strength and consolation) will become
interested init. Weshould ¢S ¢ 2dzNJ FFH AGK Ay D2RQ& NBIFf LINBaSyos
and show it to other people.

Mass availability is an issue. People have different spiritual needsie people find it enough to

attend Mass once a week, while others not. The majaftworking people in the UK have no

choice. Weekday Mass in English parishes is at the time when they are at work (mainly in the

morning), so they have no chance to come. it is no wonder that gradually their faith vanishes, they

32 | g1 & T NP YseDtAchheed t6 Bom&td gh@ch at all. Whenever possible, if there is

more than one priest available in a parish, there should be a choice for peoming and

SOSYyAy3d al da SIOK RFed LGQA | Nz S { KelUKoffrK dzZNOK S &
various times of weekday Masses (morning and evening). Distribution of Holy Communion in church
outside Mass is another suggestion. This is a good solution in those parishes where priests say the

Mass at a time which some people find unsuitafgiethem.

LI NI FNRY alaa AG asSSvya G2 oS 2F ANBFG aa
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e.g., Immaculate Conception, Presentation & ttord in the Temple, Annunciation etc.

STAY OPEN in situations when there is great danger for all humanity, e.g. pandemic. In such difficult
Y2YSyida LIS2LX S SalLlSoOArtte ySSR D2RQa LINBaSyoSsz i
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to feel his heatig touch. People can find the best help only in prayer. Prayer in church where our
God dwells is better because the faithful meet God physically present there in the tabernacle, so
they are reassured of his presence and their faith becomes strengthened.

What are some of your experiences of when things have not gone so well?

2 What could the Church stop doing to allow for a focus on what really matters?

There was a recognition that the Church in the West, at least, was going through a considerable
crisis wih the greatly reduced number of priestly vocation and an aging clergy. This in turn was
having an impact on the future viability of some parishes and perhaps the Holy Spirit is urging a new
look at some established traditions to ensure a Church for n@a fesult there were proposals on

the way forward These included that the Church should stop requiring a vow of celibacy for its parish
clergy and allow them to marry and have a family if they choose to do so.

There was a proposal, mainly from personahils experiences, that it was time the Church looked
more compassionately on married couples whose marriages had broken down through no fault of
their own and allow them to remarry in the Church.

The Church needs to focus less on the dogma and rules at@hdhencourage the practice more
openly on the and compassion based on love of Jesus.

It also needs to pay less emphasis to outsiders and other Christians and focusing on the of the
differences between itself and others. This is especially so where tireltiefuses holy

communion to those baptised members of other churches. This appears very judgemental and in
opposition to Jesus' teachings. Also stop refusing HC to those it considers 'in sin'. We are all sinners.
The Church should stop being so secestitome clean over the safeguarding scandal/ financial
issue/shortage of priests and come clean on real cost of running a parish/diocese, thus help
understanding. This would help develop a collaborative approach with lay people.

There should be eeview of the provision of Catholic Schools to ensure they are equitable as there
are some areas we have no Catholic education available, in others ¢ 70% of our intake are other
FIAGKAZ GKAA OFyQld 6S NRIKGOD

Encourage wider participation in the Mass by Ingva variety of music hymns to include different

age groups a monthly mass that the youth could enjoy not the dire lukewarm hymns words and
tunes. We need to encourage youth back into the church.

Greater involvement of the laity. be involved with other ammities. Encourage a sense of
community within the parish.

Contemplative music on entering and leaving the church.

Allow priests to get married to encourage more to join and consider female priests.

Work towards greater Christian unity. Reduce readingrduMass and instead explained the

readings during Mass or introduce after Mass with discussion or interpretation or experience of the
relevance of the themes.

More activities focused on the of course Lent, a meditation on Marian devotions and more songs.
Homilies to be more about catechesis then soft philosophy. Breakdown the Mass readings explained
why we do believe some things.

Tranquil music on leaving and entering the church to provide an atmosphere of peace and
tranquillity to discourage chattering li@re Mass starts to allow people to pray in peace.

Promote equality, joy and encouragement to a greater level. Nourish its members and show
leadership inspired by the teaching of Jesus Christ.

Put holy water in the front at the entrance to church. Restaving Holy Communion in both kinds.
Inform the community about exemptions in the use of masks.

What is your dream for the Church?

3 What new things should the Church consider doing?

The church should allow women deacons and in due course women prieseptAnarried priests
and allow married deacons to become priests.
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The church should allow parishioners, accountable to the bishop and the diocese, to continue to
administer local churches when there may no longer be a priest available, as long theiahlea

number of parishioners with necessary skills and competence.

They could be permitted to lead prayers and when necessary, baptisms, marriages and funerals and
host priests to say Mass when available. This whole arrangement could be kept underreniaval
involving the people and the Diocese.

We have made great progress in the area of Ecumenism over the past 10 years, but we could be
doing even more our parish is vastly underepresented in this forum and we need to expand our
thinking, talk abouft more at church and raise the whole subject to a far higher level of

engagement.

We need to look at how we can circumvent the obvious GDPR rules and there are ways to clearly to
put sick parishioners on our sick lishey need our prayers and, verytef, it is a source of real
frustration for many parishioners that they aren't aware that their fellow parishioners are not well.
Bereavement Services, Masses in November, Blue Christmas Carols, all play an enormous part in
helping those families with recély deceased members and, also, those whose family and friends
who have died some time agahe importance of these services has come more clearly into mind
over the past couple of yearsnaybe we could build on these and look at what else we coulabdo t
embrace those in our parish whom need our support at this difficult time

of shielding, or uncertainty about coming to Church in this Covid climate, or lamssidk or

medically restricted similar to the challenges that GDPR above throws up, we need to find a way to
cut through the red tape that restricts our identifying who they are. The SVP do a magnificent job in
this area, but they could do with a lot me@help so we can get to those parishioners and,
notwithstanding the obstacles, and help them to continue an active faith life.

Encourage our churches to be more visibly present in our communities. The churches could be
centres where our faith is lived ou#Vhere the poor and underprivileged are served. Hold meetings
and social occasions with other denominations and faiths and have dialogue with them.

Focus more on parish life and ecumenism by developing friendships and work on spiritual matters.
Pray for ech other as well as socialising and learn by more formation and learning how to support
and help the needy or anyone in our society who needs support. By involving churches more in the
groups and people around us. We do this by prayers and developmegntater understanding of
needs, not only within but around us but further

afield.

Encourage a music group to bring in an alternative way of worship sometimes. Pray with people in
church. Encourage lay people to be trained to offer prayer after Mass goeliad healing services

for those desperate for help.

Variations in the Church Services including Mass. e.g. a livelier Mass/service once a month? There
could also be different hymns to cater for all tastes. This could also be a way Involving youngsters in
ASNIAOSE adzOK a OKAftRNBYyQad alaa ¢gAGK NBIFIRAYy3IAX
services for young people run by them.

More awareness of the Role of the Diocese e.g. the link from parish/deanery to diocese, in a straw
poll, only 20% ofdik know who the Bishop is.

Improved Communications Skills. Train all clergy in the use a pc/email/zoom, social media. Make the
congregation feel valued and loved and encouraged to be active members of their churches.

Value our overworked and under appratgd clergy and work together to lift their burden. This

means breaking the mindset that the priests and deacons do everything and the Masses sit and
listen to them.

Discourage people from chatting on entering the church for a prayerful atmosphere.

Encourage children to be at church and encourage the community to tolerate disruption by younger
children. Encourage children to go to children's liturgy.
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The Church should be clear and firm on its teachings. Stop limitless tolerance towards other
religions. Focus more on the Bible and its meaning and focus on joy and fraternity, do not over
emphasise preaching on sin and punishment.

More control and accountability of income and of Parish and Diocesan money

Allow the sacraments of the Eucharist to be gitemll nonCatholics.

Be more tolerant of gay marriages, divorced couples, married clergy and women priests.

Stop using gloves when administering Holy Communion.

Use Stewards when the number of faithful coming to communion is so great that that's the
cerenony is prolonged unnecessatrily.

Excluding minorities who wants to be part of the Christian community.

Covering up any wrong doing by clergy or laity.

Some come to receive Holy Communion after a long period of staying away from Sunday

Mass and start thinkig that they naturally deserve it. That way of thinking may finally result in
developing false faitlg externally people may seem to be ideal Catholics but in fact they may be
gradually losing the idea of what real faith is and what it is based on.

Sacramenof reconciliationg when this is a separate event, (mainly in Advent or in Lent), it should
be concluded with distribution of Holy Communion. This is why people go to confession to be able to
receive Holy Communion straight after it.

Various prayer grouprevival. People need to share their experience of faith with others, pray in a
small group and discuss their problems with faith, talk about the Bible and the Church teaching etc.
In English parishes (very desirable, but not always possible) there dtwaldilingual priest who
serves Englistand norEnglish speaking parishioners. It would help keep the whole parish
community together.

Parish newsletter could be modernisedhere is enough space there to increase its content, (maybe
publishing Sundalgomily or another piece of religious writing).
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St Augustine, High Wycombe

Process Used:

We had a mixture of meetings after Sunday Mass, larger Parish meetings, small groups and some
people sending in comments either handwritten or via email. There\aso some who said they

did not wish to take part because they didn't understand what it was about and had no wish to
change Church Teaching!

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

We are privileged to receive the Body and Blood of Christ (and &eraments) and to witness to

Him. With this privilege goes the responsibility to witness. Our identity as Catholics is the centre of
our lives. We desire to witness so as to share the benefits we have received and are strengthened in
this work by tle knowledge of having a sure moral compass derived from Scripture.

Our Catholic identity gives us a framework for living our lives. It is not solely an individual response
to God but we are connected in faith to the whole Christian family. This givaasidentity which

enfolds and includes the identities rooted in our own particular cultures. We belong to God, and as
part of the Universal Church, are never far from home. We belong and are secure. We recognise
our non-Catholic brothers and sisters @hrist and so wish to avoid any squabbling or triumphalism
towards those who are also seeking to follow Christ, though we also hold fast to the faith we have
received in fullness.

Even when we fail there is always a way back, a way home. Jesus contiallsllis to Him, ‘Do not

be afraid." We seek to follow Him and listen to Him. As we seek to develop a relationship with God
we are strengthened by the practice of our faith in liturgy and in acts of charity.

We know there are many ways of following Ghrbut all are inevitably Chrisentred because He is
alive. The Eucharist is about the present and the future. We know we can trust Him whether we are
following Him in joy or in suffering and sacrifice.

Experiences of the Church doing something el

The growth in Ecumenism over recent decadt®w variety of forms of worship (Mass, Prayer

Groups, Adoration, Confession, Rosary etc.) all rooted in the Liturgical and Doctrinal Traditions of the
Church- Teaching and apologetics present us with Taaghinat is both nuanced and cleaCatholic
schools and hospitals have been a great success story, bringing benefits to Catholics-and non
Catholics alike there are many opportunities for growing in faithhere is a very practical outreach

to those inneed, notably through organisations such as the SVP or CAIR®[Church is one of very

few powerful voices heard in the world that can be raised against injustice or oppression or a lack of
moral vision

Experiences of when things have not gonewell:

Sometimes as Catholics we can be insistent on having things our own way, causing or seeing
divisions in our own church. There can be localist or exclusivist attitudes. Despite Ecumenism we
can often have a sense of 'them and us' in relations witteoChristians. Still less interest is present
in inter-faith relations.

Many Church members do not seem to be committed, with the result that too often a huge burden
of work falls on a very few people.

While the Church seeks to welcome all, not everygees it that way. Too often people with same
sex attraction, or those who are divorced and remarried can imagine they are not welcome. We
need to seek to overcome this and to communicate better.
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Better communication is also needed in areas of cateishéle need to persuade people to grow in
their faith and to persuade people that being a Catholic Christian should be a real commitment of
the self to Christ.

What are your dreams for the church?:

As Jesus urges us: 'Be Perfect! We dream of a Cthattwill celebrate its beauty and authenticity
through Teaching, Fellowship, Liturgy and the lives of the Saints, centred on Jesus and recognising in
humility that we are not yet perfect as we improve methods of communication, accompanying
others on the purney to God. If the Church is to spread light in charity, truly becoming a Light of the
World, individual Christians must wholeheartedly live the faith.

We dream of a Church that really seeks to help the young properly understand the Teachings of the
faith, with Sacramental programmes involving parents and communities; a Church with more
cohesive and enduring groups for children and young adults to help with Teaching, Prayer and
Fellowship, perhaps making more use of modern technology. Nor shouldhilvishCforget the

needs of older adults in friendship groups.

All of this demands that more people should be actively involved in the life of the Church
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St Augustine's parish, Milton Keynes Cluster
Process Used:

We trained a number of listeners but the uptake foipgerson conversations was very limited and
disappointing. We engaged the congregation at Sunday Masses, including feedback. Responses
could be in written form or on mobile phones using a website calitb.com and included those
following on the livestream. This was not strictly in the spirit of synod but did in fact solicit a
considerable number of suggestions which can be used to take forward in the parish as well as
contributing to the diocesan sumission. An online Survey Monkey was also offered and taken up by
a good number of people.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

C2NJ | ydzYoSNJ 2F NBlFazyazr oSAy3a | [/ FGK2fAO0 Aa | 2
sacraments, and oppaiizy A G A S& F2NJ LINF @ SNE LINPQGARS aLJANRGdzZ €

OAYOf dZRAY 3 GKNRdAAK 2yt AYyS 2LIRNIdzyAlGASa0s KI @Ay 3
IAPSa NBalLRyRSyida I aSyasS 27 YSlIngeraydhwayzobe RANBOG A
O2dzy G SNOdzt GdzNF f @ {2YS O2YYSYGSR 2y GKS RAFTTFAOLL @
AONHzGAYAASR F2NJ oSAYy3 /FGK2E A0 w bS3IAFGADBS YSRAL
out of touch Others remarked thattheywer INA SPSR 06& OKdzZNOK F GdGAdGdzRSa

conservative church attitudes or teachings (e.g. homosexuality, attitude to women) were hurtful.

¢tKSe YIRS a2YS FS8St dzysSt 02YSd w { SEdzat | 06dzasS &ac

Experiences of th&€hurch doing something well:

The following are the things which the church does well and which helped people to journey

together: Many people said that parish groups could helpttesm . SAy3 6t S (2 22AYy
groups which allow for a range gffts to be used; some that have been led by lay people have been

GSNE LI NIGAOALI G2NEBET GKSAS SyKFIyOS FSStAy3aa 2F 08
activities is important to many people. Music group, CaFE, Bible courses, Life in th@ISpirit

YSYGA2ySR 4 KSELFdA © o tfSyde 2F 2LILRNIdzyAiASE
SEI YLX S48 2F 6KSy LIS2L) S TStd NBlrfte ftAaGSYySR (2
NEBFEfte fAadSySR G2 LIS NEEémonsttaediiauhe aasbpgrS 4 @ ® 2 K S

listening to and respecting those with alternative views, and a parish that actively welcomed those

gK2 OFy FSStf 2y (KS YINBAYAaAX SaLISOAlLffe [D.¢v LIS
experiences of being welhformed and consulted at parish and diocesan level, (though not in the

final decisioamaking). Being consulted and therefore made to feel involved in parish decisions is
AYLRNIOFYG G2 YlIyedd w 2KSYy (GKS LINRARSAGAwth NB | LILINE |
LI NAAKA2YSNBT (GKS@ Llzi &2dz 4 @2dzNJ SIFAST GKSAN 2
priests and of fellow parishioners when times are difficult. Examples of when prayer and the liturgy
6SNBE R2YyS ¢Sttt | yR &2 ThepdbriumtiSsNdg woksBid andfpdager A y Of dzR S
023SGKSN) w hytAyS adaGdNBlFIYAy3I 2F aladaa FyR 20KSNJ &
appreciated, enabling people to feel included during lockdown and opened them up to the Church in

) T

other parts of the world. Mangtill find this helpfulpost 2 O1 R2 6y ® w S5AIYAFASR f A
[FGAY aldad w 2KSYy alaa LI NIAOdzZ NI & Ay@2t @gSa &2d
aSSy (2 R2 (KAy3a ¢Sttty w 2KSy 2LlLRMIiry AiASa | NB
FT2NXYI GA2Yd w t2LI5 CNIyOAa 050FdasS 2F (GKS sFe KS
LINBOA2dza LRLISED w 2l GAOFY LL 6KAOK 2LISYSR dzLJ &2
O2YYdzyAliASa | yR (KS Ll dddouraged t&ide yavoledl.dzy 3 SNJ LIS2 LX S

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:
The following are examples of things which were found to hinder journeying together and situations
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GKSNE (GKS OKdzZNOK RAR y2i R2 (KA pHeiand®mhd ¥ aAaOStf
younger parishioners feel that the main focus of the church is on families and there is little/nothing

for them. Some young people feel invisible. People miss opportunities to meet with their peer

INR dzLJA @ ® h LILI2 NI dzy deér ar&ups ae foNJITHe 2e€likg-of chndmunyftdis abderit.

w Li KIFIa 0SOFYRSDEADFASENIAKREt 201 R26y YR Of 2 & dz\
FNB y2d4 F@FAfFIo0ftS F2NI I LRf23SGA0a yR fthd NYyAy3I K
church is out of date and needs to move into the 21st century, especially in its thinking on major

moral issues of our time such as abortion, gender issues, samearriage, LGBTQ, attitudes to

women, women priests. The church is not always incl@givew ¢ KSNBE I NB y2i Sy2dAaK
growth in faith (all ages). No folleup for those newly Confirmed and those who took part in the

w/ L! LINPINIYYS® w ! FlLAEtdz2NE 2 FRSljdza G§Ste& LINRY2I
locally,inack 2y FT2NJ K2YSf SaaySaas OKAfR LIROSNIeE& FyR @2c
flre fSFRSNER FT2N) OFNA2dza YAYAaldNARSa w 2KSy &a2vYS f
FOGAGSEt @ LI NI A OA Llabuseyp@sdmeuclergykasd itsécédm%l%drrfe cages. aSE
CLAfdz2NE 2F GKS OKdzNODK G2 FTRYAG AG&a FldZ 6§ad w CIFA
KSIf 0K AaadzsSa w b2 adzLIR2 NI F2N) 0K2aS NBOGdAdNYyAy3I G
means we lose our sense of identitya | LI NAAK® w ¢KS Odz2NNByd GNIya
KSt LIFdzE @ | ydzYoSNI 2F O2YYSyida O2yOSNyYyAy3a (GKS Of
Gr1S +ttf G4KS RSOA&AA2Y&aX R2 y2i0 akKlINB AosdedNY I (A 2
G2 Gr1S GKS tFAGe F2NJI AN YyGSR® w /fSNBe y2id ass
WdzZRAYSydlFf aSNyz2ya GKFG 2yfe YIF1S LIS2LXS FSSt |
w ¢KS& OFy [LIWSIEN 2dzi #® ol 200z K KENEK TS NA di KA 2y & 198
clergy and they are given too much deference. A number of submissions were about the church not
0SAYy3 AyOfdzAALBS Sy2dAKY w 2KSYy LI NARAKAZ2YSNE R2 Y
divisionswit KAy G(GKS O2y3aNBIAFdA2yd w t | NJ\éK)\zySNCﬁ ory ¥
FNRY 20KSNREX AyOf dzﬁe)\ya GASsa 2y (GKS S)/@A NBVYSYO¢
LJS2LX S S3 [D. ¢v OFy 06S AyadA u)\)fnﬂamed@anbwaufx udzRSa G2
20a0F0ftSd® w {2YS2yS O2YYSYyiSR (KIFG GK2&aS ¢K2 LINB
to.

What are your dreams for the church?:

AlargeandwiddNJ Yy I3A Yy 3 ydzYoSNI 2F LINRLRalfa 6SNB YIRSY w
varied2 LILI2 NI dzy A G A S& F2NJ LINF @ SNJ 0LINI @ SNJ INRdzZLJAE K2 dza
Odzt 1dzNI f RAGSNEAGE ySSRa G2 FSIGdz2NB Y2NB Ay ftAdGd
formation are needed for clergy, religious and laity. Bible studygméral faith formation to help

dzy RSNEGFYR 2dzNJ / | GK2f A0 ARSYyGAde 6SNBE NBO2YYSYRS
of community was stressed, with multiple social events, ministry of welcome, outreach initiatives

especially to young people.n® respondent commented that we need to become a community

OSYiNB FyR y2i 2dzAadG | LI OS FT2NJ {dzyRI®d ¢2NBKALI «
2dzad F20dza 2y FlLYATtASad w {20AFf YSRAI akKz2dzZ R 0SS
I FTOK2ft AOA&AYD w tFNARAKSa aK2dzZ R YI 1S AYyONBlFasSR dza
f AGSAGNBI YAY3I0 G2 o0dzAfR I Y2NB AyOfdzaA@dS 0O2YYdzy A
were calls for greater involvement in social justice issues anddooamunity needs. Mental health

issues and environmental concerns, commitment to all of creation, were named as areas needing

greater commitment. The church needs to be more visible and more outleaidng. It also needs

G2 &LISI 1 2dzi [THeChufch deeds 6 Bfiwin Situalidhsiwhereot marginalises

YSYOSNE 06S5SOIdzaS 2F GKSANI 3SYyRSNE &aSEdzZ ftAGe 2N Y
Accessibility of churches needs attention (people with disabilities, parents with infant®pigions

were divided on the need for the Church to update its teachings. Some said the Church should

LINE& SNBSS SEA&alGAY3T (SIFOKAy3aa FyR y2i OKIFy3IS 2NJ 68§
change that incorporates increased understandiaday of many contentious issues. In essence, the
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/| KdzZNDK ySSRa (2 OKFy3S G2 0S02YS Y2NB AyOf dzaAr @S
wSY2@S O02YLlz a2NE OSft Aol O& FT2NJLINASadas: w !tf2g
aSE Y| NN te #s8eachinguon ¢ontiRdeption, abortion, gender and sexuality and reform its
LRaArAldAzy 2y KRVyA2Z NRYSy@wawdi2airidiirzy Ay GKS OKdzZNOK
Offer pastoral support to LGBTQ people in the diocese, and every diocedd bhoa Masses

welcoming LGBTQ Catholics, parents, families and friends There were a number of calls for

developing a different approach to parish management and ministry. Recommendations regarding
YIEYylF3aSYSyid 6SNBY w ¢KS OK dedBcsounfabilByRnadecBidhiaking S NJ (0 NIy
f20ffe YR Y2NB 4ARSted w ¢KS OKdI2NOK Ifaz2 ySSRa
a0l yRIfa FFSOUAYI AP w 2S5 ySSRmaRingBtodemNI Ay d2f @S
parish level and not just @ NRAY 3 AYRAGARdzI £ 3INBdAzZLIAP w [ & LIS2L

a2 RSLISYyRSyiG 2y Of SNHed w ¢KS OKdIzNOK ySSRa (G2 TFA
LIS2LX S FT2NJ GKS YlIye aSNBAOSa (KSe dzyRBNIIF{SP® w L
LIS2L)X SQa @2A0Sa OFly 06S KSINRXI | RA20Saly 6So0aiis

people should undertake managing administration and finances of parishes and free priests up to

LINE A RS &ALIANAGdz £ & dzLJLI2 NIiign-making pondkszand nadjpsiafOA f & & K2
I ROA&A2NE NRfS® w |+ @S NBIdzE I NE LISNKIF LJA &SIFENIesx L
so that the church listens more to the laity and gathers feedback. We should not see this as a one

2FTT P w isfedingNdBcessds Fesult in action and make a difference. Recommended changes

G2 Y2RSfa 2F LINRAK YAYAAGNE 6SNBY w ! 3INBIFGSNI N
should be given more leadership roles that use their gifts and professiohdldka ® w 5S @St 2 LI L
ministry models for parishes with teams comprised of women and men, lay and clergy, married and
AAy3ftSe w /ly2y flg FYyR 20KSNJ/ KdzZNDK RANBOGAGSaA
pastoral workers e.g. preaching, adfh & G SNA Y 3 20 KSNJ aF ONI YSy(iaod w wS(
$2YSYy NBfAIA2dza (2 LI NARAK YAYAAGNER w 5S@St 2L LINE
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St Bernardine's, Buckingham

What was the process you used to help discern your responsei3ynod questions?

Process: This submission comprises the views of two groups of four women each plus a third family
grouping of two adults and three young members. The submission also includes the quotable voices

of individuals: three men and an almostusebound 104year old woman. The groups followed the
recommended procedures of prayer to the Holy Spirit for enlightenment, meditation on listening to

one another and allowing space for everyone to speak as well as time and space for refreshments.
ThegB dzLJda YSG Ay YSYOSNRAQ K2YSad ¢KS @ASga 2F GKS
summary is of responses to the four questions put before the groups. The individual submissions are
annexed.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?

The women intie groups were all brought up as Catholics as was the father in the family group.

They felt that being a Catholic gave them identity, being part of a universal Church. As one adult put

AGY aAlG YSEya O2ydAydziGe Iy Rapeadlifé fook bikhiasd bdapysiR | y | N
GKNRdzZZK (2 RSFOGK®é 14 GKS &alFYS GAYS Ad YSIya 02Y
world-g A RS / KdzNDKX aKI NAYy3a WSadzaQ YSaal3asS 2F t20S ¢
practiced. Some understoodthad8 B dzA Q YSaal 3S A& aKINBR oé& |ff / KN
recognized that some of their children, although raised as Catholics and leading moral lives, are not

LIN OGAOAY3 /IGK2t A0ad C2N) 2yS GSSylFr3aSN&E oSAy3a |
azysSz2ysS G2 Grft1 G2 ¢

What are some of your experiences of the Church doing something well?

This question solicited many individual responses rather than a group attitude or consensus. One

member was inspired by a meaningful retreat she attended anddtist t SR F2 NI K | y2 i KSN
love for Taizé services. Various people valued the fact that the Church as a whole provides schools

and education but they also underlined the important role that lay people play in the process. One

young parent expressed giak (1 dzZRS G KI G t20Frtfe {dd . SNYyINRAYySQa
GOF ISOKAAYZ FANRG K2fteé O2YYdzyA 2 y-SproddednfakiNdyl G A2y C
the laity--& I NB  JafdfLILENTISR o6& (KS LI NR SBéhse@kodeyofitief | yR (K
groups was that more, institutionalyanctioned, involvement of lay people Is necessary to perform

all these and other tasks. One person offered her gratitude for the sacrament of Reconciliation,

particularly the possibility of facn-face meetings with a priest while others did not agree

preferring their own conversation with God.

The fact that the Church sticks to its principles rather than following fashionable trends was

dzy RSNEO2NBR 0@ &2YS AYyRA JAHRuanifadadwotk Kcoss/thi¢ daddd K Q& Y A
was also praised as well as the commissioning of music and art throughout the ages. One twelve
8SFN)2ftR fA1LSR UKS YdzAAO Ay {d® .SNYINRAYSQa &asSN

What are some of your experiences of whéhings have not gone so well?

This question elicited the greatest responses, many of which had to do with bad experiences with

individual priests or nuns. Some had to do with corporal punishment or other kinds of punishment of
children in school settingy5 Fdza I € 2F [ o0az2fdziAz2ys LINASada F2NDAFR
Ay @2t dSYSy i Ay OKdzZNOK &ASNWBAOSar F2NDARRAY3I LIS2 LI
| KdZNOKQ&a KIFyRfAy3d 2F OKAfR F0dzaS Ol YSalagghB SN 4 S@S
adLAy 2y (GKS [/ KdzZNOKQa AYIF3IS FyR OFdzaSR SYol NNI aa
teased by his friends. The hurt and damage to young people still needs attending. The Church has

yet not taken into account the repercussions such abtddey Kl @S 2y @GAOGAYaQ 7Fdzid
feel shame that the Church has covered up, moved priests around, and has not yet faced up

sufficiently to draw a line under this disgrace. The groups felt that the Church has not done enough
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to keep its young peale in the Church, sometimes this was because of poor communication skills on

the part of priests. For instance, thetweleS I NJ 2f R | a1 SR GKI & K2YAfASa o
FNASYRtf@dé {2YS YSYOSNR TSt GKS / KrogNhakith&l R y 2 i
instead given attention to irrelevant things such as modernizing the liturgical language or

reintroducing the obligation to eat fish on Friday. Moreover, it has made changes without consulting

its members.

What is your dream for the Chuh®

This first paragraph sums up the dreams of two of the groups: the Church will live or die through its
clergy. If the Holy Spirit is not calling men to be priests, we must think how to keep our sacraments
alive for us all. We would like to see marriedegts, either those who are already married but find

they have a calling, or unmarried men who may be married after ordination. One group mentioned
women deacons as a first step toward women priests, which both groups would like to see, to bring
a female grspective into the institutional life of the Church. We want a Church that understands
Christian Unity in a broad sense.

All three groups want a more OPEN church, open to marginalized people, open to family planning, to
gay couples who may simply be lawifor a blessing to their partnership. All three groups would

like to see a Church that reaches out to the young, to embrace them so that they see themselves as
part of the church and can pass on their faith to their children.

Some individuals woullike to see the Church sell some of the Vatican treasures to give to the poor.
{2YS a4dz33Sa0GSR GKIG . AaK2LJAQ LI ad2Nrf fSGGSNER 0S8
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St. Bede's, Newport Pagnell

Process Used:

We asked people to answer the four questions dutif@ss after thinking about it for five minutes.

A summary of the answers was produced and people could comment on them during Mass as well
as in groups afterwards.

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:

It is part of who we are and gives structure and meaning to life as well as being part of a
community/family both locally and universally. It strengthens our faith, gives us hope and we believe
what the church teaches and helps us to practice our faith.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

The church is a welcoming community with people caring for each other at all levels and providing
support beyond the church community. The celebration of the Mass and of other sacraments is done
well. Duringthe pandemic the livestreams and the work to keep the churches open was appreciated.
Pope Francis is an asset and locally the Cluster is a great idea.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

The abuse issue and other negative experiencesettiurch in the past. We are no real
community. There is a lack of priests and of young people, without a strategic plan for the future.
The church is rigid and not truly inclusive and nothing changes. For divorced people coming to
church can be difficult.

What are your dreams for the church?:

A church is a force for good and a vessel of love, while staying relevant. As a welcoming and diverse
community it helps its members, reaches out to rdmurch people and is present in the digital

world. It increase in number and attracts young people and has more priests. It has women as
priests and deacons and allows priests to marry and divorced people to remarry.
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St Columba's Parish Chesham

Process Used:

We started our parish Synod journey at the PaRsistoral Council (PPC) in late November 2021 and
launched the parish phase in December 2021 with a specific Synod leaflet and reflection after the
Homily, inviting written responses. Subsequently this process was followed up with two in person
listening oportunities held after 9am Mass on 30 January and 6 February 2022, with an offer to
organise more at different times if needed. The First Holy Communion children and youth choir were
also involved in a Synod experience/listening process and the feedbackuided in the Appendix.

The PPC agreed that all feedback should be included in the parish report so that all voices could be
acknowledged irrespective of the process used. Wherever possible feedback/Synod findings are
included in the Appendix with a nef the method of receipt. The feedback has been anonymised
and where required, e.g., for the-person groups, feedback was shared with the respective group
participants to review and agree prior to including in the parish report. Key themes were idéntif

as part of the group phase and reviewed further at a specific parish PPC meeting dedicated to the
Synod feedback which also included parish group leaders from UCM & SVP. Key themes: 1. Build the
community¢ a. Encourage more to return, find the why raiming back post pandemic. b. Increase

the number of social/pastoral events to enable relationship forming within the parish. c. Improve the
communication within the parish, awareness of groups, events and opportunities for involvement
and volunteering. dDevelop spiritual events such as prayer groups, House/study groups, CAFE style
and Ecumenical opportunities e.g. Churches together for Chesham. 2. Engaging Young people
involving, listening and hearing young peopldevelop strategies to encourage timeto be part of

the community. 3. Servant ChurctSpiritual people giving service to others attracts others. Inspire a
sense of Mission and outreach in our parish. Increase education /engagement with Catholic social
teaching. 4. Global Church: Be moredlsitve and welcoming to all; structures of the church to
modernise, e.g. women deacons and priests, married priests, Ecumenicism, divorced, separated etc.
Actions to address themes3.above will be developed with parish volunteers and we will continue

to have discussions in a Synodal way to develop our plans. Fr Alessandro & Parish Pastoral Council
team 24 February 2022

What does it mean to you to be Catholic?:
We did not use this specific question.

Experiences of the Church doing something well:

Resmpnses below are from the FHC children & Youth Choir members | love the hymns | love Hymn,
Federica, Cross | love God so much | love making people happy | love music, joy Like: Fr Alessandro
because he is funny and happy all the time. More music More pdaptaild like more Priests, more
Bibles Both of the Priests Church Picture People/Federica/Sue Bible Stairs Stained glass windows,
songs, the Choir Fr Alessandro Holy Communion Learning about Jesus Would like to see: Church
football team Play more gamessies x 2 One family It to be warmer More windows, more wine

More music, prayers, Priests, some party on Saturday. Warmer. More Bibles, pictures, people,
windows, wine, bread. More music, Priests. A party. Collect food for the poor More people The
church tobe warmer.

Experiences of when things have not gone so well:

What are your dreams for the church?:

w C2NJYS L GKAY] I GMB al@boit kedchig) oul. KiNF&Ge mydpSeationitd y &
myself what does reaching out mean? and who aeereaching out to? In essence it is the way we

live and if we feel that the real presence of the Eucharist is the be all and end all, | have taken to

10C



saying at the end of Mass Go and announce the Gospel and respond, Thanks be to God, and for me

what does hat really mean in my daily life? Are we reaching out to Catholics? Are we reaching out

to people of all faiths? Are we reaching out to people at the margisd do we actually ask the

people in the parish what they want from us as a parish, as a contyffuifiipeople tell us what they

want, we can then talk to them individually and in small groups, and we can then use their talents to

0KS o0SYySTAG 2F SOSNRBO2Red w ¢2 S0 LIS2LX S NBFffe
without guiding them wll enrich our Church. Sometimes clergy and Church guide too much

wanting to help and direct people. With a spirit of resurrection and rebirth we should use this key

G2NR fAAGSYAY3d gAGK2dzi Ay T dzSYyOAy3ad RANBOUGAZY D { A
that go through my headwelcoming more people in to our Church and parish, and that begs the

guestion those sort of people whose have stopped coming to Church, people who are divorced or
separated who find it difficult, and even other Chasisc problem we have strictly speaking we do

not give communion to other Christians and that sets us apart from other Christian datime

things to think about there; are welcoming with one hand and but partly closing the door in

FY20KSNDP (K2 deQMB W2 Ss 22dzQONB2YS800KAYVAFSR2 1IBKRE] (
NBIffte Syez2eé O2dikgtathiokzherg are sbriefthitmysave dd awetnjoy the

AAY3IAY3IS GKS / K2ANE (KS OKph $VR Ndagadjab aAd\hBvdandide ( K I 0 C
many friends over the years | like that to continue. Post pandematlected how we build our

community, our sense of community and what does community mean to everyone in the Church,

what do our parishioners need? and how can wiphte poor of Chesham, the vulnerable, be more

visible, do things broader and work with our fellow Churches. A big ask I&how we can we get

Ay@2t SR Sdads / KNRAdGYlFra R2ylFiA2ya (G2 / KAfRNBYyQa
out, Churd open for prayer, not just be the end Church and would be nice to be welcaming

demonstrate our love of Jesus by welcoming and helping othermsuld be great if we could think

about that and how we can involve people in the parish to see what ideasthe@ S ® w L G KA Y]
comes down to listening, but I think within that | think what we do need is a gentleps@sietimes

missing in our approach to people and things, and whatever wealkind of lack of patience and a

lack of listening; but actually béng gentle with it and being kind. One thing the pandemic taught me

¢ lam on my own and | spent a lot of time on my own and it gives you a lot of thinking time and

reflecting time, you then start looking at everything within your §fean be unkind witbut

meaning to be unkind. Catholics have a reputation for it, of being dictatorial in their approach. |

would like to see a gentleness and embracing everyone, building on parish and all aspects of Church
fATS 6AGK | 3ISydf Sy Saawdiakeldaing ddhyastivideyts ditract founB 2 Yy QU K
people so they may find opportunities to grow in friendship, to discover and value their gifts, to

learn and live out the gospel. More parishioners to be encouraged to participate in life of Church.
Particularfocus on youth as they are the future of Church and need to feel an important part of it.

Encourage boys to join Altar service as they may become on day the good priests we are praying for.
Whole Catholic life should be focussed around the EucharistjoDurey is only haltingly processing

and needs clearer outcomes for active participation. We really need a comfortable place to meet for
discussion groups, study together, activities for families and elderly to meet and been matey &

caring. | have been dad to serve my parish community in the youth & music ministry. | need to

fAaGSy 2 GKS 1 2f@ {LANARGQA LINPYLIIAY3-Refurnd G S LILIA Y
to the rootsc regular Sacraments, particularly reconciliation & Eucharist (rttaae one a week)

Engage in young people Catholic growth & upbringikigre prayer & fasting | would love to find

others who would like to study Pope Francis; encyclicals, discuss them and action them in our

LI NAAKOS&0 P +I f dzA \§ BperR@t§ Ny vayRte IN@andIspradad thegospek toi A
encounter people in the real world, to meet peoples needs. | dream of a church that is not hiding

behind closed doors concerned about maintaining the status quo, a church in which people are free

to pray and follow the Holy Spirit, more spontaneous and joyful in every aspect of the liturgy &

creative. A Church that is attractive for the quality of preaching, for the quality and variety of music

and the warmth of welcome. A Church that reaches outa@iIS&4 ¢ KSNB D2RQa 23S |
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are most needed. A Church that is open to engage and work with other denominations. | dream of a
Church that understands and attracts young people with projects and proposals that are fun and
meaningful to their livesA Church that is not judgemental but welcomes everybody. | dream of a
Church where women are encouraged & trained to take up leadership roles, depending upon their
AAFTIa YR GKSANIOFfftAY3aAX L gAaK (2 K@laNdigt2 YAt ASa
hope more support and professional training will be given to church leaders as well as ongoing
F2NXFGA2yd [/ 2KSNBY(G 6AGK WSadzaQ G4SFOKAY3AI dzyAd SR
of Church that is truly Apostolic, does notriteunder modernistic, poisonous influence of

protestant heresy or rotten materialistic reality of more general new world propaganda. | dream of a
Church that is my home, run on the Holy Spirit, not on tolerance unit at all costs. | dream of Church
where He shepherds smell of the Holy Spirit not of the sheep. | dream of the Church where there is

- Of SFNJ LI GKgl & F2NJ GKS F2N¥IFGA2y 2F /K2t AO0a
people who do not know that basic dogma hence create their ovies and beliefs, thinking they

are still Catholics. Shepherds should speak with one voice, and that should be the same teaching that
St peter and St Paul were teaching 2000years ago. Heresy should be removed from the Church and
condemned firmly before wre people will fall because of it. Just like it was before the Second

+ GAOLY [/ 2dzyOAf S GKSNBE aKz2dZ R 0S O02yaSldsSyosSa T2
not allowing Communion to politicians openly pabortion. Good a listening to need=xcellent at
motivating inclusiveness, and encouraging small groups for Bible study, or prayer, or visiting shrines
or other churches for Stations of the Cross or Benediction, ofrabhgious activities with all age

groups for fun & togetherness. My drediar the Catholic Church as a whole is that firstly we can
continue rebuilding trust (after the many sexual abuse cases), aiming to be as transparent as
possible, obviously this being a loteym goal. | feel concerned for the Church's future, and know
personally from my own adult children, how people can drift away from the Catholic Church, which
really saddens me. It's hard to pinpoint exactly why this happens, but | feel like the archaic image

that some people have of the Catholic Church as possiblfy €tnd judgemental, could be holding

us back in these times where it is so hard to get people through the church doors, and | believe in

the past God may have been portrayed as an angry God in the Church, who would greatly punish
people for their sins, ther than the loving forgiving Father that He is. On reflection we may have

like the Pharisees focused more on the rules and regulations, and not enough on showing God's love
through our actions and words. | have seen and am very thankful that FatheaAdessthe other

deacons, and you Gerard, are all so welcoming, friendly and approachable and have really been
working hard to make great changes at our parish. | hope and pray that in the long term this more
accepting and welcoming stance can help noyamcourage more people to join the Church, but

also help the young people already in the Church to continue coming as aelditd.have since had

a think about how | see the mass, some observations, and suggestions for our parish. The Mass
When | wagyounger the church and the mass was something that played a huge part in my
upbringing, married life and the early years of my children. | regard the mass as sacred in its content
and form which has stood the test of time. Having attended a number of aherches over the

years | do notice the differences in some areas of the service which | really think we could adopt and
which would improve the experience for all. These include: 1. Welcoming into the church before

mass 2. Families having more of a riol¢he service 3. Homily This was always the time when my

father would usually drop off to sleep! Other churches make this part of the service exciting and
different, with lay people getting involved, possible families and guest speakers or presenters 4.
Music and settings this has always been an important part of the service for me and | feel it really
should be a youth led or integrated thing where possible. Our choir is fabulous but all getting on. We
need to introduce younger people into this orégtrate the youth group with the choir if at all

possible as this would encourage them and encourage more parents and family to attend the
services. Bringing in modern technology would also help with amplification and visual content. 5.

After Mas<g It is dways good to have a time to chat and mix after mass if possible. This is especially
AYLRNIFYG F2N GKS 2f RSNJ YSYOSNAR 2F GKS OKdzNDK 4K
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above is already on the radar, but you need a community of people to gdivatrand want to help

which is not easy! The Church The church is a constant in my life and safe place both physically,

mentally and spiritually. Being able to stay in contact with people | have known during my time in

Chesham is also of great comfort asdvhat our church is all about. Looking at the attendances and

F3S 2F GKS OKdZNOKI2SNE 2y {dzyRF& A& | oAl S2NNRA
to fill the church unless there is change. Possible Options: 1. Leave everything asds &ow it

goes. 2. Look at the current size and layout of the current church and grounds and assess our needs

with a view to adapting this, possibly downsizing or improving what we have. There may be a

community need for spare space / facilities whiclzio R 6 S Ay O2N1lI2 N} 6 SR® oo { i
for development and the money invested in either the Gt Missenden site or Chesham Bois Site which

could be refurbished and improved and then used as the parish church. Gt Missenden may be the

best site forthis as it has good facilities already and is served by one priest:A few more

thoughts for the Synod. We have to be careful that the Synod just becomes a discussion (what we

want the church/our parish to be) about organisatiorole of the laity possible married clergy etc

though these items must be on the agenda. We also need to define how best the Church should

portray itself in a rapidly changing world. We will always need to be an evangelising and teaching

Church but how best to do that it a@nges from age to age. For example the problems the Church

faced when it was under attack in the Reformation, or when most people could not read are not the

same today. | believe we have to portray ourselves as a Church of prayer, service and the

sacramens. If people can sense our spiritualitigelping others to feel their need for God in a

materialistic age and see that we are a servant chui€lergy and lay people wiping feet, that is the

Y2al STFTSOGAGS ¢dF & G2 SII yeandeswingythatwe d&td & Qa ¢ 2 NI
people of prayer and service to others. At parish and Church level there needs to be a strong sense

of a shared purpose. The mission needs to be owned by the members to become effective. Easier

said than done. Achieving thigeds prayer discussion and leadership. As a practical suggestion |

have observed in our parish and others over the years that 'shared experiences' our very helpful in a

parish. That might be the shared experience of a retreat, a day of recollection, @@ @dioly place

away from the parish, a social event, an away weekend for young families etc. They seem to be

particularly effective when they happen outside the parish geographically. There is something about
travelling away together that brings peogiegether. It is probably impossible to think of one event

which all the parish could come to so | would recommend trying to create a programme of such
SoSyiad w {G /2ftdzyol Qak OKdzNOK A& LI NI 2F Y& SEGS
with support and friend,S @Sy Y2NB AYLER NIy d G0 RABAROdzZ G GAYS
watch live stream, postCovigad R (12 &SS w 2 2dzZ R f AtRinglpartob S Y2 NB
SEGSYRSR Tl YAt & | ¢Parishjpders ot domify bacBndall gromp iuS WhdBave

come backto Churchy SSR G2 ARSYUATFe (K2aS ¢K2 KI@SyQid I yR
NBOGdzNY w [ 26 ydzYoSNE AFANG R od D YURRIKIASIYS K246 R2 4
Inaccessibilit; Church out of date? irrelevant?ow does the Church present itself in a modern

$2NI RK w tIFNI 2F | 3Jt26Fft O02YYdzyAdGeaod . SAy3a LI NI
322R w {IR GOKBPISYHaxroG6NKS (2 odFrY R2S& y2i0 &dzA (K
talk to peopleafter Mass. Previous timing seemed like we did not have a Parish &niegtersonal
O2yySOiGA2yd w wSft S@athokd Eriesistare 61@ Reletace to drdo@ krieiigye

to connect to young people. Inclusion of women deacons and priestekhsis married priests. Be

more connected; now not good enoughy SSR | gl & F2NBINRDP w / KFIy3aS i
welcoming Church with a clear narratigeseparated, divorced et¢ Jesus would welcome them.

Need to stop judgingy 2 6 I NNJA S dsing Holy Edbndzyh®ry bt allowed with CofE etc.

Catholics2 SQNB -§¥BISRALER Y20S o60Se2yR GKAa FyR 0SS ¢St 02
@2dzy3 LIS2LA S GKAY] 2F 20SNrff / KAdNOKK w 99SNE Kd
needstorecognisé KS ySSR F2NJ D2R® , 2dzy3d LIS2LX S R2 GKSe& 7
Church to attract people? Church needs to project Servant Clu@K I NI OG0 SNA aGA O0a F2NJ
Ecuador Mission experienceChurch is central to their lives, everyone engaged, ireckxkryone,



more atmosphere, everyone chipped in. Here small insular families, busy 3esrch is lost in the
LINEPOS&aad w {LANRGdzEE LIS2LI S ITADAY FWHaSaNouOS G2 21
doing at weekend? | am going to Mass. Math shock o Story at workwhat are you doing at the

weekend? | am going to Mass. Another colleagse amicf 2 @3St & G2 KSIFNJ w *+SNB 7
catholiccLISNK I LJA 2dzald R2 y20 (y26kA3Iy2Nryld w [ SFRSNE&
¢ Parishimer with dementia, neighbour brought parishioner to Church and gradually the neighbour

became to be happy to come to Mass themselves. Heart is in the right plawesual ways can

ONAY3A LIS2LIX S o6 O] (2 ¢proposdDi find ant gmlﬁ\ic/h@’rfaise’a*ndzii 02 20KS
RAaOdzaairzy w / KdzNDKcLﬂtaSI2aLssyOT2YLSJ o\ & F@dlzl\mna&m% |
0KS @I fdzS LINRPLRAAGAZYK W2KIFI{iQa Ay (GKAAa F2N YSK «
NEFffte yAOSod ilbBSBR o LASNE AyBELIYERBt aNBX¥] §KBS8®3 0
adriftcy 24 YIF1Ay3 Y2ySeé w Cl /¢wlketearathdy how?idipan®ithald ¢ & LI
Church system why? They are the future we need to know from them their thoughts. Suggestion to

liaise with the Our Lady's School system/head teacher to see if there's an easy way to find out how

YIye FlFEYAtASa NB3Idz NI e FGdSyR YIaa IyR gKSNB 6
used to a Deanery with 17 Churches with Deanery massesaomumnth. There were prayer groups

each week and joint meetings. | found these encouraging and | learnt a lot. Sometimes children
participated, junior choir, Youth club etc. Made a deep impression on my Catholic faith and

encouraged me into joining in thisggroups e.g., UCM, SVP CTfC. Since Fr Bailey, enthusiasm has
RFEFYLISYSR R2gy dclwa$ FLILBKIKIRf KB6IEID w 22dz R tA1S G2
K2YSaod w ¢EHimtBis uader§dindifar reaching changes. Sharing Priests is the norm.

Deacons taking a more significant role. Always though Church was here long before | was born and

will be there long after. Recent eventBenedictine Monks at Downside Abbey leaving. Amazed it

KFra 02YS (2 0(KIFI{i® t SNKI LI but;ﬂa@eméﬂj&ai\ Fo?ﬁzﬁRSRmSau
5SF02ya YR [FAG@d [/ KFEy3dSa OlFdzasS YS (2 NBYSYOSN
/| KdzZNDK | yR NBlFazya ¢gKeé Ay O2YYdzyAdeod w !'a I OKAf
TKYYMPKMAKMMKMHYMPpK MK C X I fgrént attitiide thenSabdut codnQriineR @ L 0 &
occasion to meet up. Enthusiasm has gone. Pandemic impacted. Mass should be a pleasure rather

than a chore. Amazing today at Massumber of families, diversity of parishionerseed to grab

and build on this. Ehiusiasm can be thereneed to gain pride being inaparigif I YAt & O2NB®
Enthusiastic Priest and Deacantake advantage to build a parish family first rather than go

2dzi 6 NRaADP® w {SYyasS 2F 3IFAYAyYy3I dzyAle&divisiandaise I F NI Of
tobestrongcy 20 y2¢® DNRdzL) 2F Sljdzr & gAGK KdzvYAfAdGe NI
those who have left. Encourage more people to be involved, more people to feel confident to be

Ay @2t SR w | St RAGIEA 200ENT (LB NEKdzB | O ANDdIYRa@A £ A G
SELISNASYOSS LINIG 2F (KS chowdSwe/gé pendlehaek?deed 6 NNA 0 f
think why they stopped, another routine, other things, are they afraigd OF NBR &ddAff R?2
O02YSd wIALHOAISRAN S Ayd2t SR Sdad vdzAl yYyAIKGD b
in peopleg a lot at home on their own. Without live stream Masses in lock dqQwould have lost

GKS GAYS gAGK |/ KdhNdddtrabes we c8S I NJ2Y41a 1S OK 20 &K SN w ! 7
a20ALfa ySSR G2 221 |dFds Sk apSY NI dzy Retaena0RAR yAQLH DA
GSEFOGKSNI AYLINE@Sa Y¢R2 yKAIE LAdS Sw (OIS Y FALYY A/EKAASNIOK  dzy £ S
6pm Youth Mass. How do vikeep them/involve them? Young people need to welcome theim in

how do we engage future in the young people. Great that there were some young families this
Y2ZNYAYy3Id w t I NByda FyR 2t RSNJ LIS2LJX S I NBE hef a2 1Se@
OK2ANJ) SyO02dzN)} 3S GKSAN)I OKAft RNBY (2 22Aykaiyda Ay
community caring about one anotherdack of opportunity here with accessibility (upstairs hall) and
limitations on land. Need flexibility of thinking/plgA Y 3 ® w . dzA f RA )/ 3 NBflFrGAz2zyaKk

5
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Church with friends abuse scandalga G A £ £y 204 | IQIV?A\E &SR LINBLISNIegz y?2
youngpeoplefy = &l ¥FS LX I OS 46KSNB GKS& I N Ayo2t OSRT A

104




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































